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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

This double parsha is the implementation 
of the building of the Mishkan. We have had 
3 parshiot of commands to build the Mish-
kan. This is the actual construction and 
assembly.  

When we have a double parsha, the first 
parsha will have 4 aliyot, with the 4th one 
continuing into the second parsha. That way 
each parsha gets 3½ aliyot.  

1st aliya (Shmot 35:1-29) Moshe 
gathers the people, instructing 
them not to work on Shabbat. 

He appeals to the people to supply all that 
will be needed: metals, textiles, oil, spices, 
jewels. Skilled workers shall make all that 
G-d has commanded: the Mishkan, its cov-
ers, the Aron, the Shulchan, the Menorah …. 
listing all the vessels, the structure of the 

KI TEITZEII Mishkan and the Kohen’s garments. In 
response to Moshe’s appeal, the people 
bring generously: the metals, the textiles, the 
jewels, the spices and oil. 

The generosity of the people is striking.  
One would not imagine that we just had the 
Golden Calf. While we rightfully wonder how 
man can fall so fast after Mt. Sinai and make 
the Golden Calf. But we should also won-
der, or perhaps marvel at how quickly man 
can pick himself up from the Golden Calf to 
fantastically donate to the Mishkan.  Man is 
capable of being an idol worshiper one day; 
and a generous donor to G-d the next. 

2nd aliya (35:30-37:16) Moshe 
introduces Betzalel, called by 
G-d, filled with the spirit of G-d, 

to be the head craftsman. Moshe called Bet-
zalel and Oholiav and all craftsmen to come 
to do all that G-d has commanded. They took 
the materials to begin the work. More dona-
tions came the next day. Moshe announced 
that no more donations were needed. The 
work was done: the curtain drapes over the 
Mishkan, the goat skin drapes, and the col-
ored skin drape on top. The planks for the 
walls, the Parochet to hang in front of the 
Holy of Holies and the Curtain at the 
entrance to the Mishkan. Betzalel made the 
Aron and the Shulchan.  

Betzalel is described as having Ruach 
Elokim – G-d’s spirit. He is a master crafts-
man. But that mastery is G-d given. This is 
a powerful philosophy of the Torah; that 
man’s greatness is a gift. We are blessed, 
endowed with skills. Many and varied are 
man’s skills: Betzalel has artistry, some have 
music, some have eloquence, others insight 
into people, some mathematical ability, oth-
ers wonderful nurturers. We can be proud 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

of our skills; while humbled that He chose 
us to house those skills. True humility does 
not require us to deny our talents; merely 
to ascribe their source properly. G-d given.

3rd aliya (37:17-29) And he 
made the Menorah and the 
Incense Altar.

This is a short aliya. This double parsha 
has 190 verses. That is very long. Each aliya 
is close to 30 verses. Yet this is 13. Why such 
a short aliya?

The Mishkan is man’s reach for G-d. You 
need the building. But it is static. It is neces-
sary. But not sufficient. A building alone is 
not service of G-d. Human activity is. (Like 
the modern phenomenon of the “edifice 
complex”. Beautiful synagogues with no 
one inside).

There is a pattern to the order of the build-
ing of the Mishkan: static to dynamic.  The 
Mishkan is the place of man’s rendezvous 
with G-d. It is mankind reaching for G-d. 
Man’s service of G-d is dynamic.  Doing.  
Acting.  Serving.  That dynamic service, of 
human beings performing service, requires 
a building.  But the building is the means to 
the end; it is the stage for the performance.  
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Next is the Shulchan.  There is avoda, ser-
vice.  Breads are placed on this table once 
a week remaining for the week. There is 
nothing done with the breads daily. There 
is dynamic, human service.  But not daily.  
Only weekly. We have not yet gotten to the 
most dynamic; human, daily service.

And so the aliya ends there. There is a 
progression: from the static building to the 
static Aron to the weekly dynamic Shulchan.

Our aliya is dynamic. These are the most 
holy keilim, vessels that have the most 
dynamic activity of service. The Menorah 
and the Incense are daily avoda, daily ser-
vice. The Menorah is lit daily. The incense 
is burnt daily. Hence these vessels get their 
own aliya.  

4th aliya (38:1-39:1) He made the 
altar for the offerings, the cop-
per wash basin, the lace 

curtains to hang around the entire perime-
ter of the Courtyard and the screen to cover 
the entrance. An accounting was made of all 
the raw materials used: the gold, silver, cop-
per – and what they were used for. The fine 
textiles were used for the Kohen’s garments, 
just as G-d commanded Moshe.

The pattern continues. The most dynamic 
activity is on the altar for offerings. Daily 
offerings. Addition Mussaf for occasions.  
Voluntary offerings. This is the most 
dynamic aspect of the Mishkan.

5th aliya (39:2-21) The Efod 
(skirt) was made from coloured 
materials as G-d commanded 

Not the performance itself.  Our parsha is 
the move from static to dynamic.  From 
building to service.

The building is made first. Followed by the 
contents. Build the outside first; then furnish 
it inside. So build the curtains that form 
the roof. And the walls. And the curtain to 
divide the holy of holies, the parochet. Static. 
A building.

No service of G-d is done by the building.  
Were there to be a building, with no activity 
inside, G-d would not be served by the build-
ing alone. We need activity.

The vessels of the Mishkan are built.  Upon 
them will be service of G-d. The Aron goes in 
the holy of holies. Then the Shulchan, placed 
outside the curtain of the holy of holies. Fol-
lowed by Menorah and Incense altar.  

We have moved from static building to the 
vessels which will be the dynamic service of 
G-d.

Within the keilim, the vessels of the Mishkan, 
some are more static and some more dynamic.

The Aron comes first; not just because it 
is holiest but because it is static. There is no 
avoda, no service done with the Aron.  It sits, 
static, in the holy of holies.
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Moshe. The fine jewels with the names of 
Israel chiseled were placed on the Efod 
shoulders, as G-d commanded Moshe. The 
Choshen (Breastplate), of the material of the 
Efod, was made with the 12 jewels mounted 
on it, hung from the shoulder pieces of the 
Efod, as G-d commanded Moshe.  

We have moved from static to dynamic, 
from weekly service to once a day service 
to multiple times a day service. But there is 
an even more dramatic dynamic service. 
Not just multiple times a day. But all day, 
every day. And that is the Kohanim’s gar-
ments. The wearing of the garments is itself 
an avoda, a service. Walking in the Mikdash 
with these garments is in itself a service. 
This is constant service.

So too with our service of G-d. We have 
weekly mitzvot. Daily. Multiple times a day.  
And constant; like fear of G-d, love of G-d, 
speaking truth, caring for others. 

6th aliya (39:22-43) The Meil 
(robe) was made of Techelet, 
with pomegranates and bells on 

the hem as G-d commanded Moshe. The 
K’tonet (linen robe) was made for all the 
Kohanim, as was the Turban and belt as G-d 
commanded Moshe. The golden Tzitz (on the 
forehead) was made and fastened as G-d 
commanded Moshe.  All the work was com-
pleted as G-d commanded Moshe.  All of the 
completed work was brought to Moshe: the 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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G-d. Moshe completed the work. A cloud 
covered the Ohel Moed; the glory of G-d 
filled the Mishkan. Moshe could not enter 
due to the cloud and the glory of G-d. The 
lifting of the cloud was a signal to travel. The 
cloud of G-d was on the Mishkan daily, fire 
at night, visible to all the Jewish people.

The culmination of the building is the 
descent of the cloud, indicating G-d’s pres-
ence. That is the true culmination of the 
Mishkan. A place on earth for the rendez-
vous of man and G-d. Our reach for Him 
receives His embrace. The Jewish people 
have become a people with whom the 
Shechina resides. And that is the culmina-
tion of not only this building but the entire 
book of Exodus. Bringing us to be His part-
ner in this world. 

The special maftir for HaChodesh is 
read from Shemot 12:1-20

HAFTORAH SHABBAT  
HACHODESH 

YECHEZKEL 45:16-46:18

This Shabbat the reading of the haftorah 

building of the Mishkan, the vessels, the outer 
courtyard, the Kohen’s garments. Moshe saw 
that it was all done as G-d had commanded 
Him. Moshe blessed the people.

We conclude with the regal garments, the 
colored and golden ones of the Kohen Gadol.  

With the completion of the work Moshe 
blesses the people. May the Shechina rest on 
the work of your hands. For that is truly the 
pattern: static, then man’s service, progress-
ing from less frequent to more frequent, to 
constant service of G-d. But that is all a one-
way street. Us to Him. Moshe blesses them; 
may your reach to Him receive His reach for 
you. Or more accurately, the Shechina, Her 
embrace of you.

7th aliya (40:1-38) G-d com-
mands Moshe: On the first day 
of the first month, assemble the 

Mishkan. Moshe is instructed in the exact 
order to place the vessels and the building.  
He is to clothe the Kohanim and anoint 
them. Moshe did all that G-d commanded 
him. On the first day of the first month of the 
second year, the Mishkan was assembled, in 
the exact order Moshe was instructed by 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“ומשחת אותם כאשר משחת את אביהם” )מ:ט”ו(
”And you shall anoint them as you anointed their father.“ 40:15.
Towards the end of the Book of Exodus, G-d instructs Moshe to clothe Aaron and his sons in their priestly 

garb. Then, Moshe is commanded to anoint the children of Aaron exactly as he anointed their father. 
The Meshach Chochmah )Rabbi Meir Simcha HaCohen from Dvinsk 1843-1926( asks why was it necessary 

to anoint as he had their father? What was so unique about Moshe anointing Aaron?
He answers that what was unique was that Moshe never felt any jealousy to his brother upon receiving 

the Priestly position. Moshe had even fulfilled the role of High Priest during the preceding days to the Sinaitic 
Revelation. Moshe never resented Aaron for being appointed. Moshe never felt upset that his children would 
not be able to receive similar positions, even though the Rabbis in the Midrash point out that G-d refused 
such a request from Moshe.

G-d, now reminds Moshe that his anointing Aaron’s sons should be done with the same love and accep-
tance as he had anointed his brother, their father.

Shabbat Shalom
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Vayakhel has a single mitzvah counted among the 613. 
Pekudei has none.
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate 
start of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the 
parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes.

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA               
20+9 P'SUKIM - 35:1-29

[S> 35:1 (3)] Moshe gathers the People 
(according to Tradition, this took place 
on the "first" Yom Kippur or the day after, 
following 40 days and 40 nights on Har 
Sinai) to instruct them concerning the 
building of the Mishkan. He begins with a 
warning to keep Shabbat (even while being 
involved in the holy tasks of the Mishkan).

OBSERVATION Notice that when 
G-d speaks to Moshe, He instructs him 
concerning the Mishkan (236 p'sukim) and 
then warns him that Shabbat is supreme. 
When Moshe gathers the people to instruct 
them, he puts the Shabbat warning up 
front. Some commentaries say that with 
the change in “primary” emphasis on the 
Mikdash in the aftermath of the Golden 
Calf, there came a change in the messages 
of Shabbat and Mikdash which helps 
explain which is presented first, and when.

VAYAKHEL-
PEKUDEI

STATS

MITZVOT

Vayakhel has a single mitzva counted among 
the 613. P'kudei has none.

V+PPV
-23rd22ndSedra Among 54
-11th10thSedra Of Sh’mot's 11

369.8158.7211.2Lines
(2nd)41st22ndRank (Among The 54)

332013Parshiyot
1367P’tuchot
20146S’tumot

21492122P’sukim
(2nd)40/1017/3Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)
274011821558Words
(2nd)42/924/6Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)
1061344326181Letters
(2nd)44/1021/5Rank (Torah/Sh'mot)

relates to the Pesach offering that will be 
brought during the time of Mashiach. This 
theme is an extension of the HaChodesh 
Torah reading in which Moshe commands 
the children of Israel to make arrangements 
to bring the Paschal lamb.

The haftorah describes the remarkable 
vision of Yechezkel in which he sees the 
third Holy Temple. The passage opens with 
a description of the various karbanot that 
will be offered in the inauguration and then 
it mentions the special Pesach offering.

This haftorah is meant to help prepare 
and inspire us as we move closer to the 
holiday of Pesach. But even more so, the 
haftorah reminds us to set our vision on a 
celebration of Pesach  that will include the 
Pesach offering and in a rebuilt Temple in 
Jerusalem. 

May that day come soon! 


