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The Team 
And The 
Individual

Parshat Vayakhel and Pekudei are often 
read together. It is somewhat ironic then that 
the words seem to have diametrically opposed 
connotations. Vayakhel – refers to assem-
bling, coming together as community. While 
Pekudei relates to the counting of each person, 
highlighting the significance of the individual.   

Hakhel Et Haeida
In parshat Hukat Moshe is instructed 

“Hakhel et ha’eida”, to the gather the people. 
Eida typically has a derogatory connotation, as 
it did in connection with “Korach v’adato.” It 
is a gathering of individuals that do not neces-
sarily have a deep connection. They may have 
a common goal but are not deeply connected. 
Perhaps that is why Hashem directed Moshe 
in Parshat Hukat to instill in the nation a more 
intimate connection, as they were about to 

enter Eretz Yisrael. They were not a group of 
individuals with a mere common destination, 
but a nation with a common identity. When 
Moshe is commanded in our parsha to gather 
the people the term “vayakhel et kol adat bnei 
yisrael” is used to highlight the deep connec-
tion that should be created among the nation 
as they learn hilchot shabbat and begin to par-
take in the building of the mishkan. 

Pekudei
The word “pekeudei” stems from the root 

“pekod” which means to count.  When individ-
uals are counted it portrays their self-worth. 
Hazal tell us that Hashem counts us to depict 
his love for us. Someone who adores riches 
constantly counts their assets. It highlights the 
value of each item. 

Harmonize Both Qualities 
What is more important, a team mentality 

where every individual belongs to a larger 
community, or is it more essential to stress 
the unique capabilities of each individual? 
The Lubavitcher Rebbe (Gutnick Chumash) 
suggests that the ideal is in fact to harmonize 
these two opposing qualities.   Perhaps that 
is what the Torah is hinting at when we read 
these two parshiyot together.  

How are we to combine these two oppos-
ing qualities? First, when it comes to tefilla, by 
davening in a minyan, in a group, our tefillot 
are better heard. Yet, Pekudei represents the 
individual that should have the proper kavana 
and who has the ability to insert personal 
requests and prayers.  
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Second, the way in which we view the 
world. On one hand Vayakhel directs us to 
minimize the details of existence by under-
standing that God is supreme, yet, Pekudei 
leads us to appreciate every little creation. 

Third, Vayakhel teaches us that no matter 
how low a person may fall, he is always a part 
of a greater community. Pekudei reminds us 
that no matter the difficult challenges one may 
encounter, they retain their unique God given 
talents and shlichut that no one else possess.   

May we be able to achieve the proper bal-
ance between Vayakhel and Pekudei. Being a 
part of the community without sacrificing the 
individuality of each member of the commu-
nity. That requires each of us to work hard in 
order to maximize our personal potential and 
to recognize and encourage others to capital-
ize on their unique capabilities for the benefit 
of the kehilla. 
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The Mendlowitz Family business with over 
40 years of experience in the US and Israel!

Have you been meaning to get rid of that old hat lying 
in your closet? 

Trade-in your old hat and get a discount on any new 
hat you purchase at SherlockS. We’ll clean your old hat 
and bring it to clothing centers where new immigrants 
and less fortunate people are looking for clothes. 

Needs Them

Dorot Rishonim 3, Jerusalem • Tel: 02 563-7155 • www.SherlockSHats.com
P.S. Tilley Hats Have Arrived!
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HHeellpp  ssoommeeoonnee  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  oolldd  hhaatt..

WWhhiillee  yyoouu  ggeett  nnaacchhaass  ffrroomm  yyoouurr  nneeww  SShheerrlloocckkSS  hhaatt..


