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In this week’s Parsha, the 
Jewish people completed the assembly of 
the Mishkan. During the 40-year period 
of wandering the desert, Klal Yisrael took 
apart the Mishkan for traveling and would 
reassemble it at each stop. 

These are the details of the- “ּאלה פקודי ה 

 states parsha the of beginning ִ”ׁמשכן משכן
The Mishkan Mishkan..”. The passuk men-
tions the word Mishkan twice here. Why? 
According to Rav Maimon, the passuk is 
referring to the two different states of the 
Mishkan- assembled and disassembled. In 
both states, the Mishkan served a unique 
purpose for Klal Yisrael. 

The Mishkan, while assembled, allowed 
the Jewish people to so clearly “see” Hashem 
through its nature defying miracles. In turn, 
this enabled the Jewish people to experience 
Hashem and more easily develop a close 
connection with Him. In contrast, when the 
Mishkan was taken apart for travel, the Jew-
ish people didn’t have the opportunity to see 
these daily miracles, which made it much 
harder to have a connection. However, the 

harder we need to work to create a connec-
tion, the deeper and more meaningful that 
connection can and will be. 

Reb Noson in Lekutai Halachot says that 
Moshe Rabbenu and Hashem knew that 
there would come a time when we would 
have the Beit Hamikdash and that it would 
be a very special time – a time of relatively 
easy connection. The fully assembled Mish-
kan served as a model for this time, when 
we so clearly saw Hashem and his unde-
niable presence in our world. In addition, 
Reb Noson discusses a time like the exile 
we are currently in, where Hashem’s light 
is harder to find and only discoverable 
through working hard to cling to him and 
reveal his light. Although, during this time 
of hastara (hiddenness), despite having to 
work harder to connect to Hashem and find 
him, the relationship and bond we create 
will be unparalleled to any other. Hashem, 
while testing us in this time of exile to find 
and cling to him, is also rewarding us with 
the opportunity to become close to him as a 
result of our toil. This is why the passuk uses 
the word “Mishkan” twice- to show us that 
we must connect to Hashem not only when 
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it is easy, but even more so when it is hard. 
Just as the Jewish people wandered the 

desert for 40 years with the Mishkan, we 
too, lost in this exile, are wandering with 
our own individual Mishkans within us. 
The Mishkan is a symbol of connection for 
every jew. At times, we will feel settled in 
life, things will be going well and our Mish-
kan will be assembled. At other points in 
life, we may struggle, and feel in the dark. 
It’s exactly at these times we must connect 
to our disassembled Mishkan and work 
extra hard to find Hashem. May we find 
the strength to take advantage of this great 
opportunity, to connect deeply, and to feel 
Hashem in our everyday lives. 


