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The first third of the Parsha concludes 
instructions concerning the Mishkan. The 
rest of the Parsha is the story of the Golden 
Calf, concluding with reconciliation and 
forgiveness.  

The first aliyot are among the longest in 
the Torah; the first is 44 verses, the second 
47.  The remaining are among the shortest; 
5 aliyot, 48 verses.

1st aliya (30:11-31:17) All are to 
give a half shekel to be an 
atonement.  The offerings are 

brought from these funds – and hence, all 
the people are represented equally as a 
remembrance and atonement. Make a 
wash basin of copper. Place it outside the 
Mishkan area, near the altar.  The Kohanim 
must wash their hands and feet before ser-
vice.  Make spiced anointing oil to anoint 
the Mishkan, all its utensils and the 
Kohanim. This recipe is not to be made for 
personal body lotions. Make incense to 
place in front of the ark, the place that I will 
meet you. This incense is holy of holies. It 
is not to be made for your olfactory plea-
sure. I have called Bezalel and filled him 
with the Divine spirit to master all means 
of craftsmanship, in metals and in 

KI TEITZEII materials. He, with Ohaliav, will fashion all 
the things that I have commanded be made 
for the Mishkan. Keep Shabbat as a sign 
between Me and you for all time, for I am 
the One who sanctifies you. Do not do any 
melacha. It is an eternal sign for them that 
in six days I made the world and in the sev-
enth ceased.  

This very long aliya allows the entire 
story of the Golden Calf to be told in the 
Levi aliya, the second, as the Leviim did not 
participate in the Golden Calf.  

The instructions for the building of the 
Mishkan have been completed. As have 
the instructions for the Kohen’s garments.  
The instructions here are all preparations; 
you won’t be able to start the actual use of 
the Mishkan without these things. Money.  
Anointing oil to sanctify all the vessels.  
Wash basin. Incense. Have all these things 
ready for when the Mishkan is built.

The Kohanim were required to wash 
before the service. Hands and feet. Rashi 
says: put your right hand and right foot 
together and pour the water over both at 
once. Water is a recurring theme in the 
Torah. Hearkening back to creation. Verse 
2 of the Torah: And the spirit of G-d hov-
ered over the waters. Water is a symbol of 
going back to Creation; a restart, reboot, 
recreation, fresh start.  

But sometimes we immerse in the water; 
here, we don’t go into the water, we pour 
the water on ourselves. Going into the 
water is submission; I let go of my auton-
omy and submerge myself into the water.  
Here, the Kohen is in charge. He pours the 
water. Pouring is assertive; immersing is 
submissive. Holiness is created not only by 
submission but also by man’s assertiveness.  

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

Man is G-d’s partner in creating holiness.
The vessels of the Mishkan, including the 

Menorah and Shulchan only become holy 
through being anointed. Holiness requires 
man’s hand. That is remarkable. Man is the 
partner of G-d in creating holiness.

Until we get to Shabbat. Holiness of 
Shabbat does not require man’s action; it 
requires man’s inaction. The Mishkan is 
tactile holiness, holiness of matter.  Earthly 
holiness. Earthly holiness is created by 
man. Shabbat is the holiness of being, 
non-tactile. The holiness of time of Shabbat 
requires inaction, withdrawal.  Being. With-
out creating. Holiness is a duality; of action 
and inaction, creation and withdrawal, 
partnering with G-d in its formation while 
deferring to the Holy One on Shabbat.

2nd aliya (31:18-33:11) Moshe is 
on the mountain receiving the 
luchot; the people below are 

making a golden calf.  G-d tells Moshe: your 
people have made a golden calf. I will 
destroy them and begin anew with you, 
Moshe. Moshe pleads on their behalf.  G-d 
relents. Moshe descends with Divinely 
inscribed tablets. He sees the golden calf, 
smashes the tablets. Moshe confronts 
Aharon. Aharon explains what happened.  
At the behest of Moshe, the Leviim punish 
the 3,000 guilty. Moshe ascends the moun-
tain. He admits the sin of the people, asking 
for forgiveness. And if not, remove me 
from the book. G-d counters: those that sin 
will be the ones to be erased. Now, go, led 
by My angel and lead the people to the 
land.  For I will not be in your midst lest you 
be destroyed. The people are distraught.  
Moshe moves the tent of meeting outside of 
the camp, for there G-d will now speak with 
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Moshe. Sin, idol worship no less, will hap-
pen; but He does not give up on man.   

3rd aliya (33:12-16) Moshe chal-
lenges G-d: If I have found 
favor in your eyes, tell me Your 

ways. That way I can act properly, for this 
is, after all, Your people. G-d: I will guide 
you. Moshe: Don’t move us from here 
unless Your Face goes with us.  

This is the fullest, richest interaction 
between G-d and Moshe that we are privy 
to overhear. Moshe wants to know G-d’s 
ways. He wants intimacy. Not distance.  And 
he’s not alone in that one; this is now man 
seeking G-d. How are we going to work out 
this Divine-human interaction? Because 
You are here and You are not. Moshe seeks 
closeness. G-d demurs. Moshe presses. We 
want your Face.   

4th aliya (33:17-23) G-d:  I will 
do as you say. Moshe: show me 
Your kavod, Your glory. G-d: I 

will pass before you, will call My name 
before you, show mercy to whom I choose 
to show mercy to. You cannot see My face 
and survive. Stand in the nook in the rock; 
I will pass in front of you.  You will see My 
back but My face you will not see.

G-d acquiesces to Moshe’s demand for 
closeness. To a point. Moshe presses on.  
Not just Your Face. Who are You? I want 
Your fullness, Your glory. G-d does not back 
off. I will reveal but with limits: glimpses 
from behind need suffice. This exchange is 
what we all sense in the challenge of this 

him. A cloud descended; G-d spoke with 
Moshe. The people saw and bowed. G-d 
spoke to Moshe face to face, as people do.

The dominant theme of this very rich and 
complex story is the theme of forgiveness. 
The Torah has been the story of G-d’s reach 
for man. It culminated in the intimate rev-
elation at Sinai. The Mishkan is to be an 
enduring point of contact between man 
and G-d. After all that reach of G-d for man, 
comes this sin of infidelity. But the story is 
not the story of sin, but the story of G-d’s 
reach for man in spite of man’s sin.  

Very little is said about the sin; but many 
many verses describe the forgiveness. 
While the story involves sin, its message 
is of forgiveness. It is the story of the love 
that endures after the sin. The people are 
not destroyed. The march to the Land of 
Israel continues. G-d continues to speak to 
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world. We see but we don’t. We perceive, 
but from behind. We want a peak but must 
live without.

5th aliya (34:1-9) G-d instructs 
Moshe to make a second set of 
tablets. Moshe ascends the 

mountain by himself. G-d descends in a 
cloud and he calls: G-d, G-d, Merciful… the 
13 attributes of mercy. Moshe bows. And 
says: please be in our midst, for though the 
people are obstinate, forgive their sins.

When G-d descends and he calls out “G-d 
is Merciful” – who is the He? Is G-d describ-
ing Himself as Merciful or is Moshe calling 
out “oh Merciful One”? Is it G-d calling or 
Moshe calling? Does Moshe plead with G-d 
for mercy? Or does G-d Himself call out His 
own Name? The Talmud says that G-d is the 
One speaking. He teaches Moshe the 13 
attributes of mercy. While that sounds odd 
– He is calling His own Name – in the previ-
ous aliya, He told Moshe he was going to do 
that. Verse 33:19: I will pass in front of you 
and I will call in the Name of G-d before 
you. G-d teaches man how to gain back His 
favor after sinning. That too is a 
sign of love of Him for us.  

6th aliya (34:10-26) 
G-d responded:  I 
am making a cove-

nant. You will see signs and 
wonders, G-d’s work that is awe-
some. You keep what I 
command. Don’t make a pact 
with the people in the Land, for 
it will lead to you worshipping 
idols, and to marriage with 
them. Keep our festivals, our 
Shabbat, our laws in our 
Temple.
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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9 mitzvot; 4 positives, 5 prohibitions 
9 doesn’t seem like very many mitzvot, but only 
17 of the other 53 sedras (less than a third) have 
more mitzvot

MITZVOT

STATS

21st of 54 sedras; 9th of 11 in Sh’mot 
Written on 245.17 lines in a Torah (8th) 
14 Parshiot; 10 open, 4 closed 
139 p’sukim (10th), 1st in Sh’mot 
2002 words (5th), 1st in Shmot 
7424 letters (8th), 1st in Sh’mot
Large sedra in general plus relatively long 
p’sukim, which explains the jump in rank from 
10th for p’sukim to 5th for words. Only 4 other 
sedra have more than 2000 words.

commandments. As he descended with the 
tablets, his face shone. The people were 
afraid of him. Moshe instructed them in all 
that G-d spoke with him on the mountain.  
Moshe covered his face when he was with 
the people, uncovering it when G-d spoke 
with him.

This most intense of parshas ends with 
an even more sublime image. Moshe’s 
encounter with G-d is written all over his 
face. Proximity to the Divine cannot leave 
one unchanged. 

MAFTIR ALIYAH 
PARSHAT PARAH  

BAMIDBAR 19:1-22
HAFTORAH 

YECHEZKEL 36:16-36
This week’s special haftorah mentions 

the “purifying waters” that G-d will sprin-
kle upon us with the coming of Moshiach. 
This follows the theme of this week’s 
additional Torah reading — the purifying 
qualities of the “Parah Adumah”

The prophet Yechezkel transmits Hashem’s 

The march to the Land of Israel contin-
ues. As if to say: now, let’s get back to where 
we were. We were marching to the Land.  
That sin? That was a really bad sin, a disap-
pointing national sin that golden calf. But 
let’s get on with things; marching to the 
Land. Now that is true forgiveness.

7th aliya (34:27-35) Moshe was 
on the mountain for 40 days, 
writing the second set of the 10 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

In a theological discussion, Moshe asks to see G-d’s glory. G-d answers Moshe:
והסרתי את כפי וראית את אחורי ופני לא יראו (לג:כג)

“And I will take away My hand, and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.” (33:23)
What is G-d offering to Moshe to see of Him?
Rashi quotes the Talmud Berachot 7 that G-d showed His back, the knot of His Tefillin, to Moshe, seemingly 

in literal fashion.
The Chatam Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Sofer 1762-1839) points out that the ways of G-d in His arranging of daily 

events are difficult for us to understand. Only in hindsight, after an entire series of events have completed its 
course, can we identify the direction which was established initially. Even occurrences which are distressing 
at the time, can reveal the fingerprints of G-d in retrospection. 

The pasuk can be interpreted in terms of this understanding:
“You shall see My back (in hindsight) but not My face (not as history occurs)” -And you will see My ways 

in the end. At the end of Days all men will be able to understand the ultimate intentions of G-d.
Shabbat Shalom
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message: The Israelites have defiled the Holy 
Land with their idol-worship and immoral 
ways. As a result, they will be sent into exile. 
“And they came to the nations where they 
came, and they profaned My Holy Name, 
inasmuch as it was said of them, ‘These are 
the people of G-d, and they have come out 
of His Land.’” So G-d will take them out of 
their exile — but not by virtue of the Israel-
ites’ merits: “Not for your sake do I do this, O 
house of Israel, but for My Holy Name, which 
you have profaned among the nations.”

Hashem will bring the Israelites back 
to the Holy Land and purify them with 
the waters of the Para Adumah. The peo-
ple will feel ashamed of their actions, and 
after they will have undergone the process 
of purification and repentance, G-d will 
rebuild the country and bestow upon it 
prosperity and bounty. 
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