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money in his anger, should be like an idol 
worshiper in your eyes” (Shabbos 105:) 

From this we see that the breaking of 
the luchos was an act done by Moshe to 
remain unified with the rest of the nation. 
 Moshe’s goal was more than just to be a part 
of the whole, he didn’t want to tag along for 
fun, he wanted to bring himself to be a part 
of klal yisrael so he would be able to bring 
the rest of the nation to do teshuvah together 
with him!

The message is clear, one’s personal 
avodah is crucial! Yet, without a constant 
shaychus to klal yisrael it isn’t worth it. 
 We should be zocheh to uplift ourselves 
together with the entire klal yisrael!!

Jonah Klein
10th Grade, 
Raanana
Are The 13 Middot 
Really A Tefilah??

 In the Gemara Masechet Rosh Hashana 
Daf 17b Rabbi Yochanan says that the 13 
middot are considered a prayer for the 
Yamim Noraim. The question is when we 
look at all of the 13 middot it just looks like 
a list of all of Hashem’s attributes. In what 
way is this a tefilah? We aren’t asking for 
anything we need. 

To answer this question we need to take 
a step back and look at the whole picture. 
The 13 middot are brought up in this week’s 

Yaakov Gottlieb
Raanana Chapter 
Madrich
Staying Together 
With Klal Yisrael, 
No Matter What

It says in this week’s parsha:
ומחלת  העגל  את  וירא  המחנה  אל  קרב  כאשר  “ויהי 

ויחר אף משה וישלך מידו ]מידיו[ את הלחת וישבר אתם 

תחת ההר" )לב,יט(.

We all learned in kindergarten that after 
Moshe saw the Jews dancing with the egel 
hazahav he broke the luchos. Have we 
ever asked ourselves, how is it possible 
that Moshe broke the luchos ?! There’s 
no way that this was done impulsively 
out of anger.… What happened here? 
 Rav Mottel Zilber shlit”a teaches in the 
name of various tzadikim that although 
b’pashtus the breaking of the luchos could 
be seen as a personal aveirah for Moshe, 
the reason that Moshe did it was because 
he couldn’t see a reality in which he would 
walk alone as the only tzadik in town. If 
then, Am Yisrael as a whole would be con-
sidered sinners. Therefore, he decided to 
do an act which seems like an aveirah 
to include himself with the rest of Klal 
Yisrael.

It is brought down in the Gemara: “Rabbi 
Yoḥanan ben Nuri: One who rends his 
garments in his anger, or who breaks his 
vessels in his anger, or who scatters his 
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parsha, as a response to a chain of events 
that started with the Chet Ha-egel.  After 
Bnei Israel sins and Moshe begs Hashem 
to forgive them, Hashem acquiesces but 
refuses to lead them himself. Moshe does 
not like Hashem’s decision and says: 
ָך--ֲהלוֹא,  ֵעיֶניָך ֲאִני ְוַעמֶּ י-ָמָצאִתי ֵחן בְּ ה ִיוַָּדע ֵאפוֹא, כִּ ּוַבמֶּ

ֵני  ר ַעל-פְּ ל-ָהָעם, ֲאשֶׁ ָך, ִמכָּ נּו; ְוִנְפִלינּו, ֲאִני ְוַעמְּ ָך ִעמָּ ֶלְכתְּ בְּ

ָהֲאָדָמה” 

Hashem then accepts Moshe’s prayer 
and agrees to continue leading Bnei Yisrael 
ה - ְרתָּ ֶאֱעשֶׂ בַּ ר דִּ ָבר ַהזֶּה ֲאשֶׁ  Hashem then .גַּם ֶאת-ַהדָּ
teaches Moshe the 13 Middot. 

Numerous places in the Gemara refer 
to how we must imitate Hashem. All the 
examples brought by the Gemara of which 
middot to follow are from the 13 middot. 
Hashem is showing Moshe not only what to 
say but what to do!  In other words, when 
we say to Hashem that He is merciful we 
are actually saying – and so would we like 
to be. The Gemara (in Masechet Sota daf 
14a) teaches that following Hashem means 
following His ways – imitating Him. Hash-
em’s giving of the 13 middot is explaining 
to Moshe the meaning of Hashem having a 
direct relationship with Bnei Israel - by imi-
tating Hashem’s attributes of mercy.

And how do we do that? By saying it over 
and over. We stand and tell Hashem who 
He is and by saying so it is an expression of 
our will to also be people of kindness and 
mercy.

Returning to our original question, 
prayer is not simply asking Hashem for 
something, rather it is for most, a call to 
ourselves to imitate Hashem. The 13 Mid-
dot are the best expression of this idea as 
they spell out what Hashem means to us 
and in what way we strive to follow him. 

In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -  
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m + 
possibility of building 250m, huge garden, 
approx. 700m, completely renovated, 
underfloor heating + a/c, large parking,  
5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small 
luxurious building with character,  
alone upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator,  
4 orientations, 3 toilets, 2 bathrooms,  
terrace / sukkah, 70m, parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111 

VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!!  
KATAMON HAYESHENA / Near EMEK 
REFAIM -  
3 rooms, 75m + independent unit, 30m,  
private entrance, garden in use, calm, 
parking

MENDEL 052-3202488 

In the heart of BAKA in a calm and pastoral 
street - spacious 5 rooms, elevator, terrace, 
store-room, parking, near all amenities

5300000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA – 3 rooms that will be transformed 
into 4 rooms of 90m, 3rd floor with elevator, 
store-room, parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS  
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - quiet and pleasant little street -  
5 rooms, 175m, on one level, alone upstairs, 
private entrance, elevator in the apartment, 
high ceilings

MIKAEL 052-3202488

TALPIOT HAYESHENA / little street – In a 
new quality project, 5 rooms, 140m, elevator, 
large garden, occupancy in 2 years

6000000 NIS MICHAEL 052- 3202488


