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Every Shabbat, my wife and 
I experience Nachat when 
our two youngest children 
– Mordechai who is ten 
years old and Moriah who 

is seven – join us at the 6:50 am min-
yan at our shul. Moriah sits with Pnina 
and Mordechai sits with me. He has a 
beautiful habit of going and standing by 
the Bima during Torah reading. Since he 
is fluent in Hebrew, he understands the 
words and usually follows along.

The book of Beresheit and the beginning 
of the book of Shemot are interesting to 
listen to. The stories of the Avot and Ima-
hot (forefathers and foremothers), followed 
by the stories in Egypt and the miracles of 
the ten plagues and the splitting of the sea 
are easy for him to understand.

After listening to the parsha, Mordechai 
goes out for a break during the Haftorah and 
then returns to daven Musaf. This past week, 
I looked up during shlishi and noticed 
that he had already left. The nuances and 
repetition in the parshiyot about the build-
ing of the Mishkan (tabernacle) and its 
vessels are hard for adults to follow, all the 
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more so kids.
As adults, most of us stay in Shul and 

listen to the Torah reading even when we 
don’t fully understand it or have a harder 
time relating to the concepts. We know that 
even Moshe Rabeinu had to be shown an 
image to fully understand. Similarly, when 
learning different areas of Halacha there 
are concepts that are hard to grasp.

How do we create a situation in which 
the next generation is connected to what 
they are learning?

One answer is to come up with modern 
day scenarios comparable to the cases in the 
sources. For example, children can’t relate 
to an ox doing damage, but if we modernize 
it as a Tesla crashing into a Chevy the Hala-
chic scenario becomes more relatable. 
Another answer is for them to experience 
what they are learning about, whether via 
pictures, videos, acting out scenarios or 
building models with their own hands.  

There are resources available to help 
the younger generation better understand 
the parshiyot of the Mishkan. (Perhaps 
we as adults should utilize them as well…
especially if we use this as a bonding 
opportunity with the children in our lives.) 
Artscroll’s The Mishkan, Its Structure and 
Its Sacred Vessels is a book which brings 
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the verses to life through beautiful color 
pictures and explanations. A visit to the 
ancient Shilo or to Machon HaMikdash is a 
powerful way for everyone to learn about 
the sacred vessels in the Mishkan and Beit 
HaMikdash. Another amazing tool is a 
build your own model of the Mishkan kit 
by Neshuma, an Israeli company which 
creates educational art kits to help make 
different aspects of Judaism more relatable.

I recall building a model of the Beit 
HaMikdash as a child for Tisha B’Av and 
then watching it burn. The image is 
clear in my mind decades later. Building 
the model was an excellent tool for 
learning and understanding. Therefore, 
I was excited to see that children can 
use Neshuma’s kit to learn about and 
appreciate the Mishkan. (For more informa-
tion and purchase kits visit: facebook.com/
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Experiential education is a focus of our 

work at OU Israel. Studies have shown that 
summer camps are incredibly effective for 
educating youth and ingraining values into 
their day to day lives. 
Camp Dror staff work 
year-round on creat-
ing a value based, fun, 
engaging curriculum 
and schedule for camp.

OU Israel Youth Cen-
ters and NCSY Israel 
place a strong focus on 
experiential learning as well, engaging teens 
in ways that they can relate to and inter-
nalize. NCSY’s Winter Regional Shabbaton 
which took place in Moshav Nechalim is a 
prime example. We had a record 215 peo-
ple who came to socialize and be inspired 

while strengthening their connection to liv-
ing in Israel. The entire NCSY Israel staff, led 
by co-directors Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg and 
Rabbi Michael Kahn did an incredible job. 
Kudos to Educational Director Shlomo Ray-

man who developed the 
theme and materials for 
the Shabbaton which 
focused on the teens’ 
unique talents and abil-
ities and how we can 
contribute to Am Yis-
rael. Sessions included 
a “choose your own 

adventure” where teens could pick small 
group discussions on “Faith and God” or 
“Life as an Anglo teen in Israel” or join a 
Q&A with select staff.

I encourage all of us to take advantage of 
the tools, resources and programs available 
to help connect the next generation to the 
values and Halachot of our beautiful reli-
gion – they are our future!

Wishing you all an uplifting and 
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

NCSY’s Winter Regional Shabbaton


