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My wife and | made Aliyah to Tverya in 2014, from Manchester UK. We feel blessed
to live in the North of Israel surrounded by Hashem’s wonderful world of nature. This
photo, of a plain tiger butterfly, was taken in the nearby Hula Valley. The life cycle of
butterflies is an incredible adventure in metamorphosis. From eggs, caterpillars are
hatched which subsequently sort of die, forming a chrysalis from which a beautiful
butterfly develops. Likewise, we, who were born in Chutz UAretz went through var-
ious phases in our lives, and have only reached our full potential with our Aliyah to
Israel, to the land Hashem promised to our forefathers.
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Every Shabbat, my wife and
’ I experience Nachat when
/ our two youngest children

— Mordechai who is ten

years old and Moriah who
is seven - join us at the 6:50 am min-
yan at our shul. Moriah sits with Pnina
and Mordechai sits with me. He has a
beautiful habit of going and standing by
the Bima during Torah reading. Since he
is fluent in Hebrew, he understands the
words and usually follows along.

The book of Beresheit and the beginning
of the book of Shemot are interesting to
listen to. The stories of the Avot and Ima-
hot (forefathers and foremothers), followed
by the stories in Egypt and the miracles of
the ten plagues and the splitting of the sea
are easy for him to understand.

After listening to the parsha, Mordechai
goes out for a break during the Haftorah and
then returns to daven Musaf. This past week,
I looked up during shlishi and noticed
that he had already left. The nuances and
repetition in the parshiyot about the build-
ing of the Mishkan (tabernacle) and its
vessels are hard for adults to follow, all the

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

Forever in our hearts
NNWI NDYO

7779 NYIT Ha 9DON
Elyse Gelfand n”y
On her first yahrzeit - 45 o

Gelfand, Samber and Saban families

Sver

N OU
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more so kids.

As adults, most of us stay in Shul and
listen to the Torah reading even when we
don’t fully understand it or have a harder
time relating to the concepts. We know that
even Moshe Rabeinu had to be shown an
image to fully understand. Similarly, when
learning different areas of Halacha there
are concepts that are hard to grasp.

How do we create a situation in which
the next generation is connected to what
they are learning?

One answer is to come up with modern
day scenarios comparable to the cases in the
sources. For example, children can’t relate
to an ox doing damage, but if we modernize
it as a Tesla crashing into a Chevy the Hala-
chic scenario becomes more relatable.
Another answer is for them to experience
what they are learning about, whether via
pictures, videos, acting out scenarios or
building models with their own hands.

There are resources available to help
the younger generation better understand
the parshiyot of the Mishkan. (Perhaps
we as adults should utilize them as well...
especially if we use this as a bonding
opportunity with the children in our lives.)
Artscroll’s The Mishkan, Its Structure and
Its Sacred Vessels is a book which brings

Having a Brit?
KISEI SHEL ELIYAHU

Available to borrow
from the OU Israel Center
donated by Marion & Michael Silman

Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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the verses to life through beautiful color
pictures and explanations. A visit to the
ancient Shilo or to Machon HaMikdash is a
powerful way for everyone to learn about
the sacred vessels in the Mishkan and Beit
HaMikdash. Another amazing tool is a
build your own model of the Mishkan kit
by Neshuma, an Israeli company which
creates educational art kits to help make
different aspects of Judaism more relatable.

I recall building a model of the Beit
HaMikdash as a child for Tisha B’Av and
then watching it burn. The image is
clear in my mind decades later. Building
the model was an excellent tool for
learning and understanding. Therefore,
I was excited to see that children can
use Neshuma’s Kit to learn about and
appreciate the Mishkan. (For more informa-
tion and purchase kits visit: facebook.com/

In loving memory of
and N NV

Dr. Abraham
Abba Walker 7"

NAN D9aN
5442 nNYY )3

On his 39th Yahrzeit -
Tx 11

May the midot he taught live on
in all those whose lives he touched.

Daddy, you are always in my heart.

Tami (Shulamit Chana)Walker,
Eitan Abba (grandson)
and Eitan’s aishet chayil - Sarah Yehudit
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neshumekits or myneshume@gmail.com)

Experiential education is a focus of our
work at OU Israel. Studies have shown that
summer camps are incredibly effective for
educating youth and ingraining values into
their day to day lives. |FiESRCE=
Camp Dror staff work [
year-round on creat- f
ing a value based, fun, [
engaging curriculum |
and schedule for camp.

OU Israel Youth Cen-
ters and NCSY Israel
place a strong focus on
experiential learning as well, engaging teens
in ways that they can relate to and inter-
nalize. NCSY’s Winter Regional Shabbaton
which took place in Moshav Nechalim is a
prime example. We had a record 215 peo-
ple who came to socialize and be inspired

Eziony Catering

Meals for Pesach

I{osher Lemehadrin Glatt Bnei Brak
No Kitniyot + No Gibrochs
Gluten-free * Shemita L'chumra

Homemade Quality Heimish Food
Nationwide delivery
door-to-door service

Place Orders until March 28
Get 5% off when you place order
by March 24

Contact us for details and menu:

03-5707969 - 050-7959960
Fax: 03-6190447

mendyez@gmail.com

NCSY’s Winter Regional Shabbaton

while strengthening their connection to liv-
ing inIsrael. The entire NCSY Israel staff, led
by co-directors Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg and
Rabbi Michael Kahn did an incredible job.
Kudos to Educational Director Shlomo Ray-
man who developed the
theme and materials for
the Shabbaton which
focused on the teens’
j unique talents and abil-
ities and how we can
contribute to Am Yis-
rael. Sessions included
a “choose your own
adventure” where teens could pick small
group discussions on “Faith and God” or
“Life as an Anglo teen in Israel” or join a
Q&A with select staff.

I encourage all of us to take advantage of
the tools, resources and programs available
to help connect the next generation to the
values and Halachot of our beautiful reli-
gion — they are our future!

Wishing you all an uplifting and
inspiring Shabbat,

yr

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

May the Torah learning from
this issue be in loving memory of

Harry Silverberg z”1
Y7y BnYaN A YN

Beloved father,
grandfather, great grandfather

On his 43rd yarzheit - 19 Adar A
Malka & Avraham Shrybman
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with Kalman Samuels

Beit Tovei Ha'ir invites you and your friends
(70+ and independent) to a sumptuous brunch
with Kalman Samuels, the founder of Shalva.
Mingle with friends at Jerusalem’s premier
residence for religious seniors, and tour our new
apartments and fitness center.

Monday, March 13, 2022 | 778 ">

from 9:45 am | 36 Rehov Malchei Yisrael, Jerusalem

Free event for relevant participants. @
To reserve your place, contact

. . YN 12U N1
Binyamin Margo at 054-446-5276 Tovei Ha'ir Residence
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FROM THE DESK OF

RABBI MOSHE HAUER

Detprmined
Patience

Anticipation, waiting, looking forward.
It is a difficult task to do these patiently,
remaining focused on the goal and willing
to wait for it, however long it takes. Yet it is
that kind of dreaming and discipline that
keeps us aiming high and avoiding settling
for mediocrity.

This tension was at the core of the story of
the Golden Calf, the Eigel Hazahav, in which
the Jewish people ran out of patience, low-
ering their standards and expectations from
living under the leadership of the saintly
Moshe to following the image of an animal.
What a shocking change! Yet, they made
that adjustment because — after all - Moshe
had been gone for forty days and they could
now conceive of life without him.

This same issue may be the intent of the
familiar verses about Shabbos that are
found immediately before the story of the

In memory of
Prof. Dr. Dan Vogel z1
973 PYNRY NNPOY 13 1T ONID
on his 8th yahrzeit

The Vogel, Bass, Mandelbaum,
Dimant and Spielman families
and the Yogev family

ORTHODOX
] UNION -
Entancing Jewish Lite

OU Executive Vice President

Golden Calf (Shemos 31:16). “V’shomru b’nei
Yisrael es Hashabbos. The Jewish people
shall guard the Shabbos so as to make the
Shabbos an eternal covenant for their gen-
erations.” The Ohr HaChaim suggests that
the mandate to “guard the Shabbos,” or,
“v’shomru,” relates to the use of that same
term describing Yaakov’s attitude towards
Yosef’s dreams, where it is written (Bere-
ishis 37:11) that “his father guarded the
matter, v’aviv shamar es hadavar. There we
are taught by Rashi that the term implies a
carefully guarded hope, where Yaakov was
waiting and anticipating the fulfillment of
Yosef’s dream.

It was this anticipation that prevented
Yaakov from becoming reconciled with the
loss of Yosef as he maintained the hope and
dream of being reunited with and seeing
the future leadership of Yosef (37:35; see
Rashi there). He could easily have become
resigned to the apparent reality of Yosef’s
death, but he chose to dream on, and the
dream was ultimately fulfilled.

That is how we “make the Shabbos.” We

May the Torah learning
from this issue be
YN NN NNV NDYD

7Y YN INRIY? N INON NN
Helen Winkler a”’h
INIATN Y
Rabbi Yehoshua & Yocheved Bienenfeld
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wait for it, holding on with anticipation for
the special quality of that day, not allowing
ourselves to settle into the mundane world
of our weekdays. The more we “wait for
Shabbos,” the more we long for something
deeper and calmer, something more con-
nected and sacred than our regular days,
the more we will experience Shabbos in
that way.

This same attitude stands as the basis for
the core value of nuiw' nmoy, the yearning
for redemption that is expected of all of us.
The world is not quite right, there is much
thatis still broken. The more we get comfort-
able with it as it is, the less likely we are to be
able to see it arrive at its ultimate perfection.

Ours is the task of patience, waiting with
determination to see our personal and col-
lective dreams fulfilled, and never settling

for anything less. m

Lenny PDavidman

Professional
Planning & Production

English Speaking
Pesach Proaram
at the Dead Sea

Events, Congresses &
Tours in Israel

pesach.LDevents.com
www.LDevents.com

O54-557-3101
Lenny@LPEvents.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS
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News Flash!
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Ashke_on Properties
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Keren Malki empowers
families of children
with special needs in
Israel to choose home
care. Donations are
tax-approved in Israel,
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Honoring the memory of
Malka Chana Roth 1"
1985-2001, killed in the °
Sbarro bombing.

i
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30+ styles - all sizes
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KI TISA

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY

74
@™ Rabbi Reuven
. Tradburks

J: Director of
RCA Israel Region

The first third of the Parsha concludes
instructions concerning the Mishkan. The
rest of the Parsha is the story of the Golden
Calf, concluding with reconciliation and
forgiveness.

The first aliyot are among the longest in
the Torah; the first is 44 verses, the second
47. The remaining are among the shortest;
5 aliyot, 48 verses.

"/‘ 1staliya (30:11-31:17) All are to

'/k\o‘ give a half shekel to be an

: atonement. The offerings are
brought from these funds - and hence, all
the people are represented equally as a
remembrance and atonement. Make a
wash basin of copper. Place it outside the
Mishkan area, near the altar. The Kohanim
must wash their hands and feet before ser-
vice. Make spiced anointing oil to anoint
the Mishkan, all its utensils and the
Kohanim. This recipe is not to be made for
personal body lotions. Make incense to
place in front of the ark, the place that I will
meet you. This incense is holy of holies. It
is not to be made for your olfactory plea-
sure. I have called Bezalel and filled him
with the Divine spirit to master all means
of craftsmanship, in metals and in

10 TORAH TIDBITS 1508 / KI TISA 5783

materials. He, with Ohaliav, will fashion all
the things that T have commanded be made
for the Mishkan. Keep Shabbat as a sign
between Me and you for all time, for I am
the One who sanctifies you. Do not do any
melacha. It is an eternal sign for them that
in six days I made the world and in the sev-
enth ceased.

This very long aliya allows the entire
story of the Golden Calf to be told in the
Levi aliya, the second, as the Leviim did not
participate in the Golden Calf.

The instructions for the building of the
Mishkan have been completed. As have
the instructions for the Kohen’s garments.
The instructions here are all preparations;
you won’t be able to start the actual use of
the Mishkan without these things. Money.
Anointing oil to sanctify all the vessels.
Wash basin. Incense. Have all these things
ready for when the Mishkan is built.

The Kohanim were required to wash
before the service. Hands and feet. Rashi
says: put your right hand and right foot
together and pour the water over both at
once. Water is a recurring theme in the
Torah. Hearkening back to creation. Verse
2 of the Torah: And the spirit of G-d hov-
ered over the waters. Water is a symbol of
going back to Creation; a restart, reboot,
recreation, fresh start.

But sometimes we immerse in the water;
here, we don’t go into the water, we pour
the water on ourselves. Going into the
water is submission; I let go of my auton-
omy and submerge myself into the water.
Here, the Kohen is in charge. He pours the
water. Pouring is assertive; immersing is
submissive. Holiness is created not only by
submission but also by man’s assertiveness.



Man is G-d’s partner in creating holiness.

The vessels of the Mishkan, including the
Menorah and Shulchan only become holy
through being anointed. Holiness requires
man’s hand. Thatis remarkable. Man is the
partner of G-d in creating holiness.

Until we get to Shabbat. Holiness of
Shabbat does not require man’s action; it
requires man’s inaction. The Mishkan is
tactile holiness, holiness of matter. Earthly
holiness. Earthly holiness is created by
man. Shabbat is the holiness of being,
non-tactile. The holiness of time of Shabbat
requires inaction, withdrawal. Being. With-
out creating. Holiness is a duality; of action
and inaction, creation and withdrawal,
partnering with G-d in its formation while
deferring to the Holy One on Shabbat.

’y 2nd gliya (31:18-33:11) Moshe is

./k\“ on the mountain receiving the

: luchot; the people below are
making a golden calf. G-d tells Moshe: your
people have made a golden calf. I will
destroy them and begin anew with you,
Moshe. Moshe pleads on their behalf. G-d
relents. Moshe descends with Divinely
inscribed tablets. He sees the golden calf,
smashes the tablets. Moshe confronts
Aharon. Aharon explains what happened.
At the behest of Moshe, the Leviim punish
the 3,000 guilty. Moshe ascends the moun-
tain. He admits the sin of the people, asking
for forgiveness. And if not, remove me
from the book. G-d counters: those that sin
will be the ones to be erased. Now, go, led
by My angel and lead the people to the
land. For Iwill not be in your midst lest you
be destroyed. The people are distraught.
Moshe moves the tent of meeting outside of
the camp, for there G-d will now speak with

B SHLOMO SEALING & ROOF
Advanced sealing system

> Licensed sealer
> 23 years of experience
> Warranty on every job
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him. A cloud descended; G-d spoke with
Moshe. The people saw and bowed. G-d
spoke to Moshe face to face, as people do.

The dominant theme of this very rich and
complex story is the theme of forgiveness.
The Torah has been the story of G-d’s reach
for man. It culminated in the intimate rev-
elation at Sinai. The Mishkan is to be an
enduring point of contact between man
and G-d. After all that reach of G-d for man,
comes this sin of infidelity. But the story is
not the story of sin, but the story of G-d’s
reach for man in spite of man’s sin.

Very little is said about the sin; but many
many verses describe the forgiveness.
While the story involves sin, its message
is of forgiveness. It is the story of the love
that endures after the sin. The people are
not destroyed. The march to the Land of
Israel continues. G-d continues to speak to

o'oo |
1y ey -

- Meir

077-2050015 Golan

052-2678749

golanechasim@gmail.com
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Baka: 4 room apartment, 82m, storage, elevator, balcony,
2,950,000 NIS

Rasco: new 4 room apartment, 105m, elevator, balcony,
very nice view 3,100,000 NIS

Katamon: new project, 2-3 room apartments, starting
from 1,750,000 NIS

4-5 room apartments starting from 3,200,000 NIS

All apartments are fully accessible with parking
and storage.

Rechavia: 4-room apartment, 92m,
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,

storage 4,400,000 NIS

Baka: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite
private parking, storage, full of light, airy, nice garden,
5,250,000 NIS

Old Katamon: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 155m,
terrace, great panoramic view, underfloor heating,
full of light, Shabbat elevator, 2 parking spots, rental unit,
8,900,000 NIS

The Greek Colony: charming 3-room apartment on
"Dmei Mafteach" (tenancy protected for life) full of light
& good energy, 74m, high ceilings, balcony, 1,350,000 NIS

Suka balcony,
private parking,

Moshe. Sin, idol worship no less, will hap-
pen; but He does not give up on man.

"‘ 3 aliya (33:12-16) Moshe chal-

k" lenges G-d: If I have found

favor in your eyes, tell me Your
ways. That way I can act properly, for this
is, after all, Your people. G-d: I will guide
you. Moshe: Don’t move us from here
unless Your Face goes with us.

This is the fullest, richest interaction
between G-d and Moshe that we are privy
to overhear. Moshe wants to know G-d’s
ways. He wants intimacy. Not distance. And
he’s not alone in that one; this is now man
seeking G-d. How are we going to work out
this Divine-human interaction? Because
You are here and You are not. Moshe seeks
closeness. G-d demurs. Moshe presses. We
want your Face.

" 4™ aliya (33:17-23) G-d: I will

k\ ‘ do as you say. Moshe: show me

Your kavod, Your glory. G-d: I
will pass before you, will call My name
before you, show mercy to whom I choose
to show mercy to. You cannot see My face
and survive. Stand in the nook in the rock;
I'will pass in front of you. You will see My
back but My face you will not see.

G-d acquiesces to Moshe’s demand for
closeness. To a point. Moshe presses on.
Not just Your Face. Who are You? I want
Your fullness, Your glory. G-d does not back
off. I will reveal but with limits: glimpses
from behind need suffice. This exchange is
what we all sense in the challenge of this

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.
If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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world. We see but we don’t. We perceive,
but from behind. We want a peak but must
live without.
"/‘ 5% aliya (34:1-9) G-d instructs
’/k\“ Moshe to make a second set of
: tablets. Moshe ascends the
mountain by himself. G-d descends in a
cloud and he calls: G-d, G-d, Merciful... the
13 attributes of mercy. Moshe bows. And
says: please be in our midst, for though the
people are obstinate, forgive their sins.
When G-d descends and he calls out “G-d
is Merciful” - who is the He? Is G-d describ-
ing Himself as Merciful or is Moshe calling
out “oh Merciful One”? Is it G-d calling or
Moshe calling? Does Moshe plead with G-d
for mercy? Or does G-d Himself call out His
own Name? The Talmud says that G-d is the
One speaking. He teaches Moshe the 13
attributes of mercy. While that sounds odd
—He s calling His own Name —in the previ-
ous aliya, He told Moshe he was going to do
that. Verse 33:19: I will pass in front of you
and I will call in the Name of G-d before
you. G-d teaches man how to gain back His
favor after sinning. That too is a

Bs"d
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sign of love of Him for us.

’;‘ 6" aliya (34:10-26)
./k\O‘ G-d responded: I

: am making a cove-
nant. You will see signs and
wonders, G-d’s work that is awe-
some. You keep what I
command. Don’t make a pact
with the people in the Land, for §
it will lead to you worshipping
idols, and to marriage with
them. Keep our festivals, our

Shabbat, our laws in our
Temple.
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The march to the Land of Israel contin-
ues. As if to say: now, let’s get back to where
we were. We were marching to the Land.
That sin? That was a really bad sin, a disap-
pointing national sin that golden calf. But
let’s get on with things; marching to the
Land. Now that is true forgiveness.

’)‘ 7t aliya (34:27-35) Moshe was
R on the mountain for 40 days,
writing the second set of the 10

21st of 54 sedras; 9th of 11 in Sh’'mot

Written on 245.17 lines in a Torah (8th)

14 Parshiot; 10 open, 4 closed

139 p’sukim (10th), 1st in Sh’mot

2002 words (5th), 1st in Shmot

7424 letters (8th), 1st in Sh’mot

Large sedra in general plus relatively long
p’sukim, which explains the jump in rank from
10th for p’sukim to 5th for words. Only 4 other
sedra have more than 2000 words.

o
’k\’ MITZVOT

9 mitzvot; 4 positives, 5 prohibitions

9 doesn’t seem like very many mitzvot, but only
17 of the other 53 sedras (less than a third) have
more mitzvot

%

A SHORT VORT

commandments. As he descended with the
tablets, his face shone. The people were
afraid of him. Moshe instructed them in all
that G-d spoke with him on the mountain.
Moshe covered his face when he was with
the people, uncovering it when G-d spoke
with him.

This most intense of parshas ends with
an even more sublime image. Moshe’s
encounter with G-d is written all over his
face. Proximity to the Divine cannot leave
one unchanged.

MAFTIR ALIYAH
PARSHAT PARAH
BAMIDBAR 19:1-22

HAFTORAH
YECHEZKEL 36:16-36

This week’s special haftorah mentions
the “purifying waters” that G-d will sprin-
kle upon us with the coming of Moshiach.
This follows the theme of this week’s
additional Torah reading — the purifying
qualities of the “Parah Adumah”

The prophet Yechezkel transmits Hashem’s

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

In a theological discussion, Moshe asks to see G-d’s glory. G-d answers Moshe:

(32:22) INY' X2 191 MINK IR N1 19] DIN TNONI

“And | will take away My hand, and you shall see My back, but My face shall not be seen.” (33:23)

What is G-d offering to Moshe to see of Him?

Rashi quotes the Talmud Berachot 7 that G-d showed His back, the knot of His Tefillin, to Moshe, seemingly

in literal fashion.

The Chatam Sofer (Rabbi Moshe Sofer 1762-1839) points out that the ways of G-d in His arranging of daily
events are difficult for us to understand. Only in hindsight, after an entire series of events have completed its
course, can we identify the direction which was established initially. Even occurrences which are distressing
at the time, can reveal the fingerprints of G-d in retrospection.

The pasuk can be interpreted in terms of this understanding:

“You shall see My back (in hindsight) but not My face (not as history occurs)” -And you will see My ways
in the end. At the end of Days all men will be able to understand the ultimate intentions of G-d.

Shabbat Shalom
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message: The Israelites have defiled the Holy
Land with their idol-worship and immoral
ways. As a result, they will be sent into exile.
“And they came to the nations where they
came, and they profaned My Holy Name,
inasmuch as it was said of them, ‘These are
the people of G-d, and they have come out
of His Land.” So G-d will take them out of
their exile — but not by virtue of the Israel-
ites’ merits: “Not for your sake do I do this, O
house of Israel, but for My Holy Name, which
you have profaned among the nations.”

Hashem will bring the Israelites back
to the Holy Land and purify them with
the waters of the Para Adumah. The peo-
ple will feel ashamed of their actions, and
after they will have undergone the process
of purification and repentance, G-d will
rebuild the country and bestow upon it
prosperity and bounty. m

GET HELP

NOW!
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THE PERSON

Times were very different then. When
one of our books was torn, we didn’t junk
it. We took it to a little shop where a book-
binder rebounded it.

When our briefcase (we didn’t have back-
packs then) was falling apart, we didn’t
discard it. Instead, we took it to that same
shop where the proprietor stitched it and
fixed it.

The proprietor of the shop that my friends
and I frequented, down on the Lower East
side of Manhattan, was an old man named
Yossel.

Looking back, I now realize that Yossel,
who was arthritic physically and far from
genial emotionally, was a Holocaust survi-
vor who eked out a meager livelihood by
binding books, fixing broken zippers, and
repairing all sorts of everyday tools and
trinkets.

I remember once bringing some books
to Yossel for rebinding and finding that the
shop was closed. There was no sign on the
door indicating that he was out to lunch, or
that he had gone to pray, or when he would
return.

Over 1600 audio and video shiurim
for listening and downloading

plus written articles
www.rabbisholomgold.com
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BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

IN THE PARSHA

So I came back to Yossel’s shop several
times that week, and then but occasion-
ally for the next two or three months. His
sign, advertising his services, was still
suspended over his doorway. I had every
reason to assume that he would eventually
reopen.

Finally, one day I approached his shop,
and saw that the sign over his door was
taken down. Now I knew that Yossel was
out of business.

This experience, hardly significant in
its own right, took on a very profound
meaning for me when I first heard an
explanation, given by the great sage known
as the Chofetz Chaim, of why the Torah
calls the Sabbath a sign in this week’s por-
tion, Ki Tisa.

“The people of Israel shall keep the Sab-
bath... It shall be a sign for all time between
Me and the people of Israel...” (Exodus
31:16-17)

The Chofetz Chaim explained that the
Sabbath is like a sign on a shopkeeper’s
door. However far a Jew might stray, he
is still connected to the Jewish people as
long as he keeps the Sabbath in some
manner. As long as there is a sign on the
shopkeeper’s door, he may one day return
and reopen for business. But once the sign
is removed, once Sabbath observance is



totally abandoned, then even that tenuous
connection is severed.

It occurs to me that just as there are
all sorts of signs, and Yossel’s makeshift
shabby sign was certainly very different
from signs on more luxurious stores, so
too do Jews differ in the way in which they
observe the Sabbath.

There are those who focus on every
halachah involved in Sabbath observance.
They are punctilious in following every
rule contained in our code of laws.

There are others whose observance is
a more spiritual one. They may keep the
basic Sabbath laws in some fashion but
find the joy of the Sabbath more personally
rewarding. They enjoy the festive meals,
and they heartily sing the Sabbath songs.

Still, others take delight in intellectual
indulgences in celebration of the Sabbath.
They study, they read, they converse, they
teach.

Then there are those of a more mystical
bent who use the Sabbath for introspection,
meditation, and contemplation, and maybe
even as an occasion to delve into the clas-
sics of Jewish mysticism.

For some the Sabbath is something
entirely different. It is merely a day of rest,
a physical respite from the toil and stress

<
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of a busy week.

Whatever your Sabbath is like, dear
reader, as long as it is a special day for you
in some way, the sign of Sabbath is sus-
pended over your door. You are, at least
potentially, a Sabbath observer, and that is
a sign of your connection to God and to the
Jewish people.

But there is a lesson here for all of
us: None of us can say that our Sabbath
observance is a perfect one. None of us is
innocent of some minor halachic infrac-
tion. Certainly, none of us can say that our
Sabbath is one of pure and untainted spiri-
tuality. We all have “a way to go”.

Yet the vast majority of Jews whom I
know, of whatever level of observance or
denominational persuasion, have the sign
of Sabbath on their shop door, in some
manner or another.

As long as that sign hangs suspended
over our doorway, we can confidently look
forward to that day when each of us will
celebrate a Sabbath worthy of the ultimate
redemption of which our sages assure us.
For they have said the geulah, the final
redemption of our people, will come about
when we fully observe two Sabbaths in
succession.

Don’t take down the sign!

w719 nJan ‘139
Polishing & Cleaning of
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www.talclean.co.il 050-4455975 2
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peace and pursued peace.

Yoni thanks Hashem for having

the opportunity of having Tziporah in
his life, to learn of her caring, patience and
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world,
in a time of darkness, and may her Neshama

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
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Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nowi n7'v%
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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The Closeness
of God

The more I study the Torah, the more
conscious I become of the immense mys-
tery of Exodus 33. This is the chapter set
in the middle of the Golden Calf narrative
(between Exodus chapter 32 describing the
sin and its consequences, and Exodus chap-
ter 34 with God’s revelation to Moses of the
Thirteen Attributes of Mercy, the second set
of Tablets, and the renewal of the covenant.
It is, I believe, this mystery that frames the
shape of Jewish spirituality.

What makes chapter 33 perplexing is,
first, that it is not clear what it is about.
What was Moses doing? In the previous
chapter he had already prayed twice for
the people to be forgiven. In chapter 34 he
prays for forgiveness again. What then was
he trying to achieve in chapter 33?

Second, Moses’ requests are strange. He
says, “Show me now Your ways” (Ex. 33:13)
and “Show me now Your glory” (Ex. 33:18).
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These seem more requests for metaphysi-
cal understanding or mystical experience
than for forgiveness. They have to do with
Moses as an individual, not with the people
on whose behalf he was praying. This was a
moment of national crisis. God was angry.
The people were traumatised. The whole
nation was in disarray. This was not the time
for Moses to ask for a seminar in theology.

Third, more than once the narrative
seems to be going backward in time. In
verse 4, for example, it says, “No man put
on his ornaments,” then in the next verse
God says, “Now, then, remove your orna-
ments.” (Ex. 33:5) In verse 14, God says,
“My presence will go with you.” In verse
15, Moses says, “If Your presence does not
go with us, do not make us leave this place.”
In both cases, time seems to be reversed:
the second sentence is responded to by the
one before. The Torah is clearly drawing
our attention to something, but what?

Add to this the mystery of the Calf itself —
was it or was it not an idol? The text states
that the people said, “This, Israel, is your
God who brought you out of Egypt” (Ex.
32:4). But it also says that they sought the
Calf because they did not know what had
happened to Moses. Were they seeking a
replacement for him or for God? What was
their sin?



Surrounding it all is the larger mystery
of the precise sequence of events involved
in the long passages about the Mishkan,
before and after the Golden Calf. What
was the relationship between the Sanctu-
ary and the Calf?

At the heart of the mystery is the odd and
troubling detail of verses 7-11. This tells
us that Moses took his tent and pitched it
outside the camp. What has this to do with
the subject at hand, namely the relation-
ship between God and the people after the
Golden Calf? In any case, it was surely the
worst possible thing for Moses to do at that
time under those circumstances. God had
just announced that “I will not go in your
midst” (Ex. 33:3). At this, the people were
deeply distressed. They “went into mourn-
ing” (Ex. 33:4). For Moses, then, to leave the
camp must have been doubly demoralis-
ing. At times of collective distress, a leader
has to be close to the people, not distant.

There are many ways of reading this
cryptic text, but it seems to me that the
most powerful and simple interpretation
is this. Moses was making his most auda-
cious prayer, so audacious that the Torah
does not state it directly and explicitly. We
have to reconstruct it from anomalies and
clues within the text itself.

The previous chapter implied that the
people panicked because of the absence of
Moses, their leader. God Himself implied as
much when He said to Moses, “Go down,
because your people, whom you brought up
out of Egypt, have become corrupt” iti(EX.
32:7). The suggestion is that Moses’ absence
or distance was the cause of the sin. He
should have stayed closer to the people.
Moses took the point. He did go down. He

AP N
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did punish the guilty. He did pray for God
to forgive the people. That was the theme
of chapter 32. But in chapter 33, having
restored order to the people, Moses now
began on an entirely new line of approach.
He was, in effect, saying to God: What the
people need is not for me to be close to
them. I am just a human, here today, gone
tomorrow. But You are eternal. You are
their God. They need You to be close to
them.

It was as if Moses was saying: Until
now, they have experienced You as a ter-
rifying, elemental force, delivering plague
after plague to the Egyptians, bringing the
world’s greatest empire to its knees, divid-
ing the sea, overturning the very order of
nature itself. At Mount Sinai, merely hear-
ing Your voice, they were so overwhelmed
that they said, if we continue to hear the
voice, “we will die” (Ex. 20:16). The people
needed, said Moses, to experience not the
greatness of God but the closeness of God,
not God heard in thunder and lightning at
the top of the mountain, but as a perpetual
presence in the valley below.

That is why Moses removed his tent and
pitched it outside the camp, as if to say to
God: It is not my presence the people need
in their midst, but Yours. That is why Moses
sought to understand the very nature of
God Himself. Is it possible for God to be
close to where people are? Can transcen-
dence become immanence? Can the God
who is vaster than the universe live within
the universe in a predictable, comprehensi-
ble way, not just in the form of miraculous
intervention?

To this, God replied in a highly structured
way. First, He said: you cannot understand
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My ways. “I will be gracious to whom I will
be gracious and I will show mercy to whom
I will show mercy” (Ex. 33:19). There is an
element of Divine justice that must always
elude human comprehension. We cannot
fully enter into the mind of another human
being, how much less so the mind of the
Creator Himself.

Second, “You cannot see My face, for
no one can see Me and live” (Ex. 33:20).
Humans can at best “see My back.” Even
when God intervenes in history, we can
see this only in retrospect, looking back.
Stephen Hawking was wrong.! Even if we
decode every scientific mystery, we still
will not know the mind of God.

However, third, you can see My “glory.”
That is what Moses asked for once he real-
ised that he could never know God’s “ways”
or see His “face.” That is what God caused
to pass by as Moses stood “in a cleft of the
rock” (Ex. 33:22). We do not know at this
stage exactly what is meant by God’s glory,
but we discover this at the very end of the
book of Exodus. Chapters 35-40 describe
how the Israelites built the Mishkan. When
it is finished and assembled we read this:

Then the Cloud covered the Tent of
Meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the
Mishkan. Moses could not enter the Tent of
Meeting because the Cloud had settled on
it, and the glory of the Lord filled the Mish-

We now understand the entire drama set
in motion by the making of the Golden Calf.

1 Hefamously said, at the end of A Brief
History of Time, that if we were to reach a
full scientific understanding of the cosmos,
we would “know the mind of God.”



Moses pleaded with God to come closer to
the people, so that they would encounter
Him, not only at unrepeatable moments
in the form of miracles, but regularly, on
a daily basis, and not only as a force that
threatens to obliterate all it touches, but as
a presence that can be sensed in the heart
of the camp.

That is why God commanded Moses to
instruct the people to build the Mishkan. It
is what He meant when He said: “Let them
make Me a sanctuary and I will dwell (vesh-
achanti) among them” (Ex. 25:8). It is from
this verb that we get the word Mishkan,
“Tabernacle,” and the post-biblical word
Shechinah, meaning the Divine Presence.
Applied to God, as discussed last week in
parshat Terumah, it means “the presence
that is close.” If this is so — and it is the way
Judah Halevi understood the text? — then
the entire institution of the Mishkan was
a Divine response to the sin of the Golden
Calf, and an acceptance by God of Moses’
plea that He come close to the people. We
cannot see God’s face; we cannot under-
stand God’s ways; but we can encounter
God’s glory whenever we build a home for
His presence here on earth.

That is the ongoing miracle of Jewish
spirituality. No one before the birth of Juda-
ism ever envisaged God in such abstract
and awe-inspiring ways: God is more
distant than the furthest star and more
eternal than time itself. Yet no religion has
ever felt God to be closer. In Tanach the
prophets argue with God. In the book of
Psalms King David speaks to Him in terms
of utmost intimacy. In the Talmud God

2 Judah Halevi, The Kuzari, 1:97.

listens to the debates between the Sages
and accepts their rulings even when they
go against a heavenly voice. God’s rela-
tionship with Israel, said the prophets, is
like that between a parent and a child, or
between a husband and a wife. In the Song
of Songs it is like that between two infatu-
ated lovers. The Zohar, key text of Jewish
mysticism, uses the most daring language
of passion, as does Yedid Nefesh, the poem
attributed to the sixteenth-century Safed
kabbalist, Rabbi Elazar Azikri.

That is one of the striking differences
between the synagogues and the cathe-
drals of the Middle Ages. In a cathedral you
sense the vastness of God and the small-
ness of humankind. But in the Altneushul
in Prague or the synagogues of the Ari and
Rabbi Joseph Karo in Safed, you sense the
closeness of God and the potential great-
ness of humankind. Many nations worship
God, but Jews are the only people to count
themselves His close relatives (“My child,
My firstborn, Israel” — Ex. 4:22).

Between the lines of Exodus 33, if we
listen attentively enough, we sense the
emergence of one of the most distinctive
and paradoxical features of Jewish spiritu-
ality. No religion has ever held God higher,
but none has ever felt Him closer. That is
what Moses sought and achieved in chap-
ter 33, in his most daring conversation with
God.m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt”| are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching.
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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PROBING

he primary theme of the special

haftarah we read for this Shabbat

Parah is that of Hashem’s promise
of the future purification of Israel from her
sins, as prophesied by Yechezkael HaNavi
in the 36™ perek of his sefer. This haftarah
mirrors the topic of the special maftir read-
ing (read annually on the Shabbat preceding
Shabbat HaChodesh), that details the puri-
fication ritual that would be performed to
remove one from the state of ritual contam-
ination (“tum’ah”).

When commenting on the haftarah last
year, we noted that its initial section decried
the sinfulness of the nation. This, we felt,
was a particularly difficult introduction
to a reading that was meant to prepare us
for the arrival of the joyous “Z’man Cheiru-
tenu”, a celebration of our freedom. I shared
with you the view of Rav S.R. Hirsch who
explained that this “troubling” opening to the
navi’s message was meant to fill the people
with hope. This prelude to Hashem’s promise
to purify the sinful nation was a message to
Israel and meant to teach the exiled nation
that it is possible for them to reach the very
heights of purity from the deepest depths of
moral defilement — described in these open-
ing p’sukim.

HaRav Moshe Lichtenstein also directs
our attention to this section, quoting the
Yalkut Shim’oni (a compilation of older
interpretations and explanations on the
Tanach, dating from the 13" -14" centuries,
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BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

CE - the precise date is not known) that
emphasizes the prophet’s description of
the nation’s defilement as that of a niddah
(menstruant). The Yalkut states:

“Just as a niddah becomes [ritually]
impure but is [regularly] purified, so too
Hashem will purify Israel. Additionally,
unlike one who is defiled by contact with the
dead whose house may not be entered by a
Kohen, [even] the Kohen Gadol may enter
the house with his niddah (wife) and sit with
her on the same (solid) bench ...

Similarly, were Israel’s defilement com-
pared to tum’at met (contact with a corpse)
one might believe that G-d’s Shechina
(divine presence) could never return to
Israel. But just as the Kohen and his wife,
G-d remains with Israel — even during their
times of impurity”.

Rav Lichtenstein expands upon this
approach by including yet another difference
between these two sources of impurity. The
niddah defilement imposed by the Torah is a
result of a natural human condition, not one
brought through conscious choice nor a pur-
poseful decision. It is part of life’s realities.
Tum’at Met, although a result of the reality of
a mortal life, is a condition that can, indeed,
be brought upon the individual through con-
scious choice or purposeful decision. And the
conscious act of causing the cessation of life
is far from a natural deed. It is, perhaps, the
most UNnatural of all human acts.

It is for this reason, Rav Lichtenstein



argues, that Yechezkel depicts the nation’s
defilement as one of “Tum’at Niddah”, an
impurity that results from sins that reflect
the human state. Such actions mirror the
weaknesses of Mankind: their foibles, their
shortcomings and their “humanness”. Ulti-
mately, therefore, they can be purified, for
such sins are forgivable.

But those who purposely commit sins that
are beyond the usual human “temptations”,
acts that Hashem considers to be UNnatu-
ral and, indeed, INhuman, are considered
to be defiled with Tum’at Hamet . Such sin-
ners would require far more acts of remorse
and atonement to remove the impurity.
As opposed to the sins that are commit-
ted through the inherent shortcomings of
human condition, these extreme actions
reflect a corruption in the basic character
of the sinner, a debilitating condition that
requires a complete transformation of one’s
value system.

Looking at society’s changing moral
compass, Ilwonder if there still is any differen-
tiation made between the two “defilements”.
Given the acts we have seen too often, I
am forced to ask: Is any immoral act TOO
immoral? Is there any moral outrage that is
TOO outrageous? Has our society accepted
ALL human acts — whether murdering chil-
dren or slaughtering innocents—as part of an
“understandable” human “foible”?

Morality takes on different definitions in
different times and places. Right and Wrong,
Tum’at Niddah and Tum’at Met, seem to
change with the prevailing winds.

That is why we must have an eternal moral
system.

And that is why we are blessed with the
Torah! m
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‘ Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggld Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org

Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Dovid HaMelech requested: onn 117
Tpna — “May my heart be perfect in your
statutes” (Tehillim 119:80). The Midrash
explains that the word “statutes” is in the
plural to reflect two statutes (chukim). First,
the korban pesah: It is written “Zot chukat
haPesach” (Shemot 12:43) — “This is the
statute of the korban pesach.” Second, “Zot
chukat haTorah” (Bamidbar 19:2) is the stat-
ute of the para aduma.

What is the connection between the parah
aduma and the korban pesach?

Why did Dovid HaMelech pray that his
heart be sincere in the fulfillment of both of
these statutes specifically?

Contrasting Chukim

Rav Asher Weiss offers an explanation. In
the Midrash, there is not a comparison of these
two different statutes, but rather, a contrast-
ing. On the Seder night, we are encouraged to
ask questions. Those people that are learned
delve into an understanding of every nuance
in the Haggada. We also do specific acts in
order to trigger questions from our children
(Minhat Asher AlHaTorah: Vayikra, Bamidbar,
Devarim, p. 180, and Rav Asher Weiss on the
Haggada, p. 309). Thus, the korban pesach is
a symbol for asking questions: asking, search-
ing, studying. For what other mitzva do we
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have to state the reason for doing it? We keep
saying, Al shum mah — “For what reason?”
We have to go above and beyond in order to
understand and internalize the message and
customs of Pesach.

On the other hand, the mitzva of hukat para
aduma is a mystery. Even Shlomo HaMelech
admitted he does not fully understand the rea-
soning behind the intricacies of the statute of
para aduma (Kohelet 7:23). Yet, even absent a
clear understanding we are instructed to ful-
fill all of the details of para aduma.

Thesetwo chukimrepresenttwoapproaches
to mitzvot. Hukat haPesach involves striving to
understand, searching, and yearning. Parah
aduma requires us to accept what HaKadosh
Barukh Hu dictates and to perform acts that
are beyond our comprehension.

When are we meant to ask and investigate,
and when are we meant to humbly accept
Hashem’s commandments?

When to Act and When to Question

Rav Asher Weiss suggests we emulate Avra-
ham Avinu. When asked to sacrifice his son
Yitzhak, Avraham acts without questioning.
He wakes up early in the morning and sets
out on his journey. Yet after Avraham binds
his son and lifts a knife to slaughter him, an
angel calls out to Avraham instructing him to



cease and desist.

At this point, according to the Midrash
(Bereshit Rabba 56:8, quoted in Rashi, Bereshit
22:12), Avraham begins to question. First
Hashem says, “Yitzhak will be your heir,” and
then He says, “Kill your son.” Now Hashem is
commanding me, “Don’t kill him.” What is the
meaning of all this?

However, why didn’t Avraham question
Hashem’s request immediately? As long as
Avraham Avinu had a responsibility to act,
he asked no questions. He focused on fulfill-
ing a command. Only after he is instructed
to spare his son and no longer has an obli-
gation to complete an action, he inquires
more deeply in order to better comprehend
Hashem’s intentions.

Naaseh V’nishma

Perhaps that is also the explanation as
to why Bnei Yisrael received two crowns
for stating naaseh venishma. The gemara
(Shabbat 88a) tells us that 600,000 angels
descended and placed two crowns on the
head of each individual at Har Sinai, one
crown for having stated naaseh and the sec-
ond for stating nishma. Why did we get two
crowns? Bnei Yisrael did one great thing: We
said naaseh before nishma. Why did we get
a second crown for nishma?

The Minhat Asher explains that yes, the
first thing they did was naaseh, that is, chukat
hapara. We accepted the commandments
unconditionally. Then, there was the hukat
haPesach, and this involved searching, yearn-
ing, and trying to understand the messages
of the mitzvot. That's also what Bnei Yisrael
committed to do.

Throughout most of the year we observe
chukat hapara: obedience and unconditional
fulfillment of Hashem’s commandments.

On Seder night in particular, we experience
chukat haPesach, we delve into communal
discourse to enhance our understanding of
the Hagaddah.

May we be able to fulfill both of these
chukim - chukat hapara and chukat HaPe-
sach. Knowing when to act obediently and
perform mitzvot and when to question
and obtain a deeper understanding of the
mitzvot.
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ENTERING 5TH-9TH GRADES FAGIN MANHIGUT- ENTERING
Price 7400 NIS 10TH & 11TH GRADES
Dates: July 4 - 20 Price 7600 NIS

Dates: July 3 - 20
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Learning

“Vayiten el Moshe ke’chaloto ledaber ito
behar sinai sh’nai luchot ha’edut luchot even
ketuvim be’Etzba Elokim — And (Hashem)]
gave Moshe, when He finished speaking
to him on Har Sinai, two tablets of the
Testimony, they were stone tablets, writ-
ten with Hashem’s finger” (Shemot 31;18).
The structure of the verse here is curious.
It would seem to read more smoothly had
it said, “When Hashem finished speaking
to Moshe...He gave him...” Why the more
cumbersome articulation?

Rashi (ibid) notes that the word
“ke’chaloto - when he finished” is writ-
ten without a “vav” and can also be read
as “ke’kalato - like His bride,” as if to say,
Hashem gave the Torah as a gift like a
bride is gifted to her groom. Rashi further
explains that Moshe Rabbeinu was unable
to learn the entire Torah in such a limited
time (40 days), so Hashem presented him
with the Torah, including its wisdom and
the capacity to understand it, as a gift.
Therefore, this verse reflects the manner
in which the Torah was given and can be
understood as, “And [Hashem] gave the
Torah as a gift to Moshe when He finished
speaking to him.”

Rav Pincus in Tiferet Shimshon learns a
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“4 REBBETZIN SHIRA
| SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

tremendous lesson from Rashi’s comment.
Itis impossible for the human mind to truly
comprehend Torah as it is Divine wisdom,
beyond mortal understanding. Our abil-
ity to learn and understand Torah is a gift
from Above. This highlights how truly
precious Torah learning is; it is an oppor-
tunity to learn, ka’viyachol, with Hashem
as a chavruta. Each morning, when we
say birkat HaTorah, “hamelamed Torah
le’amo Yisrael,” we express our gratitude
to Hashem for teaching us Torah directly
every day.

Similarly, Rav Schwab in Ma’ayan
Beit Hasho’eva, understands the word
“ke’chaloto” as a descriptive, and offers
a fascinating interpretation of the dia-
logue between Moshe Rabbeinu and the
angels when he was in shamayim. “Mah
le’yelud isha beineinu — what is a human
being doing among us?” (Shabbos 88b).
The angels protested, “Hashem, You have
kept your Torah here in the heavens for
974 generations. Why are you now giv-
ing it to people on earth?” How could the
angels even consider that Torah is relevant
to them? Clearly, they have no parents to
honor, no creative work to cease on Shab-
bos, they have no yetzer hara to steal or
commit murder! There is so much in Torah
that doesn’t apply to them! Notes Rav
Schwab, Torah can be understood on myr-
iad levels, from the most basic to the most
sublime. Take the prohibition of murder,
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for example. On the most elemental level
we are admonished not to take another
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There is still a more exalted, pristine level
of Torah that is appropriate for the angels.

Hashem taught Moshe Rabbeinu every
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SUN, MAR 12

9:15AM
Journey Through the Siddur
Rabbi David Walk

10:20 AM Seder Selections
Rabbi Sam Shor

(Rabbi Adler Resumes
March 26)

11:30 AM

Shivat Tzion in Tanach: Rabbi!

Yitzchak Breitowitz

2:00 PM
Men's Talmud
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30-9:30PM

Hashkafa & Gemara in Depth
(The Bais) with Rabbi
Azarya Berzon

(will resume in the Spring)

MON, MAR 13

9:15 AM

Divrei Hayamim
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
(LAyla)

10:30 AM

The Thought of Rav Kook
on Eretz Yisrael: A study of
the sefer Eretz Chefetz
Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider

11:45 AM

Novel Parsha Nuances
Rabbi Avi Herzog
(new Course)

8:30PM

Semichat Chaver
Program Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

ouisrael.org/events/
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TUE, MAR 14

9:15 AM
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles

Torah Tapestries (L'Ayla)

9:30AM

Minchat Chinuch Rabbi
Yitzchak Breitowitz

10:30AM
Parshat Hashavua
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

12:15PM
Jewish National Revival

Dr. Deborah Polster

2:00PM
Men’s Talmud Rabbi Jeff
Bienenfeld

7:30PM (The Bais)Safrus (Men)
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi
Mordechai Machlis




WED, MAR 15

9:00 AM
Medina and Halacha
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM

Contemporary Halachic
Issues

Rabbi Anthony Manning

11:40 AM

Tefila: Easier Done than

Said Rabbi Yitzchak
Feigenbaum (new course)

12:30 PM Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler
Bagels/Spreads 30NIS

8:00 PM

Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick

(The Bais) New start time

THURS, MAR 16

9:00 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:15 am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch Taub

11:30 AM

Unlocking the Messages
of Chazal

Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein

2:00 PM
Men’s Talmud-Mesechta —

Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88363420460
Password: OU Israel

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(L'Ayla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM

https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES
AND PROGRAMS ARE
FOR MEN ONLY

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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. the birth of the Jewish People. Discover how the individual pieces of the

following the talk

34

0U Israel’s The Bais in Memory of Mrs. Charlotte Brachfeld a'h

GETTING IT RIGHT ON THE SEDER NIGHT

with Rabbi Sam Shor

TUES MARCH 28, 7:00PM-9:00PM

» Enjoy a Men’s Night Qut and explore inspirational ide
to share at your Seder!

» Delicious BBQ buffet -catered by Kinamon Caterin

» Open to Men of all ages!

» 95 NIS pre-registration/ 115 NIS at the door

RSVP: https://www.ouisrael.org/events/bais-menspesach/

g e

0U Israel Center, 22 Keren HaYesod

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

MAGGID AND SEDER 0
AS MELODY & SYMPHONY <

with Rabbi Immanuel Bernstein,authbr of the Pesach Hagada-Darkness to Destiny

Drawing from a rich selection of sources throughout the ages, Darkness
to Destiny quides the reader through the steps of the Pesach Haggadah.
This commentary demonstrates how each new element of Seder adds
further insight into.the events surrounding the Exodus from Egypt and

Haggadah work together to transform the Melody of Maggid into the
Symphony of the Seder.

There is no entrance fee for this special Pre- Pesach class. Rabbi
Bernstein’s hagada and sefarim will be available for purchase
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*'“f'w% Israel’s “Kesher” for active Senior

Singles 60-75+

PAST PRESENT & FUTURE

TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 8:45AM - 5:45PM

A unique full day bus tiyul

Visit the incredibly innovative Ariel Sharon Park
Lunch (either bring your own or purchase from one of
several mehadrin options) at Big Mall/Beit Shemesh

Guided Tour of the one of a kind Biblical Museum of
Natural History-Part Zoo, Part Torah Education Center

Please register online;
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/spring-tiyul/  pPIITIG

Give kids the privilege of attending
Camp Dror this summer.

Donate to the Camp Dror
Scholarship fund

www.ouisrael.org/donate/
gift-a-meaningful-summer/

WWW.CAMPDROR.COM | Tel: +972-50-202-2085 Ei
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ROSH CHODESH NISAN WOMEN’S SEMINAR PRESENTS A

HAGGADAH WORKSHOP ()

In loving memory of Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h -\’
590 9O 9 N3 RERD 7N NN

R
Take the morning to study the Haggadah, gaining insights from
10 different educators to bring to your Seder table!

e ’
SPEAKERS INCLUDE: “.

» Mrs. Aviva Dworkin » Mrs. Yael Dworkin » Rabbi Shmuel Goldin
» Rabbi Aaron Goldscheider » Rabbi Ari Kahn » Mrs. Zemira Ozarowski ’
4
A'C"‘La

» Rabbi Sam Shor » Rabbi Baruch Taub.

Cost: ' Brunch will be Babysitting available
40nis upon request
22 KEREN HAYESOD ST., YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9110 | REGISTER AT - WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG/EVENTS/NISAN2023

ANONYMOUS SOLDIERS

Heroes of Israeli Intelligence and the Founding
of the State of Israel
An exciting Full Day OU Israel Tiyul

SUNDAY MARCH 26, 8:45AM-5:00PM

» Learn the incredible stories of the Israeli Intelligence Community,
from the times before the State was established, to today.

I OU

» We will visit the Israel Intelligence Heritage and Commemoration
Center as well as Beit Yair-The Lehi Museum in Tel Aviv

Departure from the OU Israel Center at 8:45am, Return to OU Israel
Center approximately 5:00pm. Participants should bring water
bottles, lunch and snacks for this full day tiyul.

NOILJ3770) 0L0Hd TYNOILYN 432174 :010Hd

e 17ue BNk
i) T H1 T Y
(A3} 37wn 939D BT HORS BTIN Y O

Limited Spaces, RSVP:
210 NIS

https://www.ouisrael.org/events/anonymous-soldiers/

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAELORG | 02-560-9100
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DOROT - The ©OU Wonen's
Intergenemtiona{ Choir

Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Please note the updated
mailing address for the
OU Israel Center:

OU Israel
22 Keren Hayesod
POBox 1441
Jerusalem 9101302

PRI HADASH « YV NNIDY
WOMEN'’S WRITING WORKSHOP + Miriam Tovah Chaya bat
: i SR OISR NS Chanah Elisheva Rivka
n\% Resumes March Igtb: *Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal
o . 19NN 13 NS
" Monday mornings 10.30-12.30 | ANOX 12 NAYY o
[}
For more details, ca .?,‘ 1992 73N J2 YN DNYAN *
$ il 4 L @4@ * Esther Fruma bat Baila
Ruth 02-628-7350 7 * Yisrael Leib ben Chana
o7 Judy 054-569-0410 )i « Chana Bat Bruriah

2Wl» 1IN

Join OUr

Pre-Purim Mishloach Manot to heroic IDF soIdiers,x: 1
including OU Israel Youth Centers alumni '

Price: $18/NIS 70

Donate through our website or scan the code
www.ouisrael.org/purim

Donations made to the OU Israel are tax deductible i

e
oL 2E

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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OU Israel Presents:

ATCHALTA D'GEULA

Religious Zionism and the Journey
to Medinat Yisrael. Inspiring Full Day Tiyul

MONDAY, MARCH 20 8:45AM-5PM

» Meet at Beit HaRav Kook in Yerushalayim, and learn about
the influence of Chief Rabbi Avraham Yitzchak Kook zt'l

» Travel to Mazkeret Batya, religious farming community and
visit the museum and grave of Rabbi Shmuel Moholever zt'l,
one of the founders of the Hovevei Zion Movement

» Visit Yeshivat Kerem B"Yavneh -Learn about the Poalei
HaMizrachi and Yeshivot Hesder, founded by legendary Rosh
Yeshiva HaRav Chayim Yaakov Goldwicht zt'l

Will return to OU Israel Center at approximately 5 pm.

Limited Spaces, RSVP:
https://www.ouisrael.org/events/geula/

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.0

Torah SHIUR SPONSORS
6 5 Monday, March 6th - Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur is sponsored by
Please note advertising b Goltciers e
deadlines thru PESACH: has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year
L "1 NYW 12 210 oW1 1"V ONIN N2 070 OnwI 19wy
p . Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic
St e
. 3 year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents,
deadline for ads: Sunday, March 12 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 21 -
Shabbat March 24-25 (Vayikra) 97 01P0 WM 12 2701 1ND §01' 11 91
deadline for ads: Sunday, March 19 Rosiand Erest Strauss 'l -
! X 2T DINIVW TIT 12 98T OnNaR N1 1oty
Shabbat March 31-April 1 Rabbi Breitowitz's Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored
(Shabbat Tzav-Hagadol/Pesach/ for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman
Sh’'mini) in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman 2"
deadline for ads: Thursday, March 23 et o o S o o 1
Shabbat April 21-22 (Tazria-Metzora) 39N57 27112 7T 1IN INIDW 177
deadline for ads: Sunday, April 16 Rabbi Goldin's shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by
. Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Shabba? Al,’"' 2? 29 Irma Haas a"h and Hilde Myer a"h
. (Acharei-K'doshim), . Rabbi Manning’s shiur
deadline for ads: Thursday, April 20 has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year
- 9"1119p 12 1911 7"V 11311 13 1312 1wl 199
please email or call Ita Rochel Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
ttads@ouisrael.org/ 02-5609125 is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
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32 HaOmer St., Efrat
NIS 4,950,000 Brokerage fee: 2% + VAT

A beautiful 180 sgm semi-detached home on three levels, in
excellent condition. An amazing open view, and a pastoral
atmosphere! Large and spacious living room, beautiful and
upgraded kitchen.

5BR, sealed room (mamad), 2 private parking spaces,
front and 160 sgm back garden, air conditioning, and
window bars.

On the basement floor there is the possibility of an expansion
of another 60 sqm.

The property is in a central but quiet area, within walking
distance to kindergartens, schools, synagogues and more.
Close to parks, a nature reserve, and playgrounds.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL NOA: 052-870-2387

Noam Homes
| Investments | Management services

NIS 3,500,000 Brokerage fee: 2% + VAT

A 5BR, 176 sqm cottage
for sale in the Te'ena
neighborhood, in a quiet
and pastoral location.
Near a commercial
center with shops and
restaurants, synagogues,
and parks. A property
with tremendous
potential! A cute
garden, and a sukkah
balcony. Basement
floor with sealed room
(mamad), master

suite in the attic with a
sunny balcony with an
open view. Requires
renovation.

Noa Vasl scan to [=1% =]
Resident WhatsApp -7 }
of Efrat Noa

[E5F

Look for us: NOAM HOMES
[ flin[-]oIv]

Noam Homes
24 Even Sapir St., Jerusalem

058-793-2222

office@hoamhomes.com

Scan to visit our site
www.noamhomes.com

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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M TIN'R
Real Life Rescues Ly

UNITED HATZALANR

Remembering Yoni Jesner - . 1221
Naming an Ambucycle by
Popular Vote

Bikey McBikeface is an ambucycle named in honor of Yoni Jesner, a Scottish 19-year-old who lost
his life in a terrorist attack in Tel Aviv in 2002. Jesner's friends raised funds to donate the vehicle in
his memory back in 2017 and chose the quirky name, inspired by the humorous name of a British
research vessel that captured international attention, Boaty McBoatface.

Bikey McBikeface has served as a valuable asset to United Hatzalah, helping its various drivers
save many lives over the past six years. However, with the vehicle nearing retirement age, the
organization is calling on supporters to donate, even small amounts, to carry on Yoni's legacy and
donate towards a new ambucycle that will carry on Bikey’s, and Yoni’s legacy.

Donors who contribute to the campaign can suggest a name, with the final choice to be determined
by a public vote. The person whose name is chosen by the popular vote will also get the opportunity
to submit a dedication text that will be placed on the ambucycle as well.

One of the many rescues the Bikey, and his current Rider Michael Cassar responded to was the
November 23rd double bombing that took place in Jerusalem.

Michael, together with Bikey, raced to the scene of the explosion that took place near the city
entrance and arrived to treat the victims of the horrendous attacks. Michael triaged the injured
people, tending first to those who were most severely injured and providing critical lifesaving
interventions. He applied tourniquets and trauma bandages to stem bleeding and administered
high-flow oxygen. Michael also treated wounds and lacerations caused by shrapnel from the
explosive device, which was laced with deadly nails and sharp objects. Michael then assisted other
first responders to transfer the injured to ambulances which whisked them to the hospital for
further treatment.

This is just one of the many medical emergencies that Bikey and his various riders have responded
to over the years and some of the people treated
that day were saved in memory of Yoni Jesner,
another victim of terror. Please help us keep this
legacy going.

To make a donation and submit a name for
consideration please see the ad to the right.

(Photo - Bikey McBikeface and his rider
responding to a medical emergency involving an
overturned car)
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A et
NAME IT!

HELP US NAME THE NEXT
BIKEY MCBIKEFACE.

CARRY ON THE LEGACY OF TERROR
VICTIM
YONI JESNER.

EVERY DONATION IS ELIGIBLE
TO SUBMIT A NAME FOR THE NEW
AMBUCYCLE.

THE FINAL NAME WILL BE CHOSEN
BY POPULAR VOTE.
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Parshas Parah:
Lev Basar

Rav Simcha Wasserman, the renowned
rosh yeshivah and pioneering educator, was
the eldest son of the martyred gaon, Reb
Elchonon, Hy’d. A ‘down to earth’ talmid
chacham, Rav Simcha was beloved for his
sensitivity, openness and approachability.
Although the Wasserman’s were not blessed
with children of their own, they dedicated
themselves to rebuilding Torah institutions,
establishing yeshivos in Strasbourg, Detroit,
Los Angeles and Yerushalayim. In this way,
they raised thousands of students across the
world.

Rav Simcha’s holy father had been mur-
dered in Kovno, and his entire world was
lost. Since then, he would soldier through
life, with incredible faith and strength, and
seldom speak about or show emotion about
his losses in the War. However, one time of
year, on Parshas Parah, he would receive the
Maftir aliyah and recite the Haftarah which
contains the End-of-Days prophecy of Yechez-
kel (11:19):

17770 03P VIR W0 0] TN 17 077 V)
w337 077 V) 0Wan 128]

“And Ishall give them one heart, and anew
spirit I shall place within them, and I shall
remove the heart of stone from their flesh,
and I shall give them a heart of flesh.”
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

When Rav Simcha came to this line, his
voice would choke and he would break down
and weep copiously. Every year, approaching
the redemption of Pesach, he allowed himself
to soften, open his heart and feel everything
that he had gone through.

We usually think that a lev even, a ‘heart
of stone’ is undesirable; a hardened, closed
heart implies we are not in touch with our
feelings, emotions and true desires. How-
ever, the Chasam Sofer says, in exile, the
heart of stone is really a gift, a coping mech-
anism we are given in our excruciating
exiles, allowing us to survive. The suffering,
travails and hardships we experience in
galus can just be too much to consider fully
and feel deeply. If we were to be completely
vulnerable and open, we would crumble
under the weight of our collective suffer-
ing and lack the strength to continue on in
our service of Hashem. With the dawn of
redemption and the End of Days, we will
be granted respite from the travails of galus
and finally have the opportunity to reflect,
take a deep breath, open our hearts and
fully process the entire experience of our
personal and communal history.

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:
Exercise for ladies
Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm
at the OU Israel Center
Sura Faecher 0504153239




Parshas Ki Sisa details the laws of the Red
Heifer, a tikun for Am Yisrael following their
falling into a state of impurity with the Eigel
haZahav, the Golden Calf.

When Moshe ascended to the upper worlds
to petition Hashem in prayer on behalf of his
fallen people, the Midrash teaches that he
found the Ribbono shel Olam learning (as it
were) the parsha of the Parah Adumah: Zos
chukas haTorah.... Hashem said to Moshe:
Eini osek elah b’taharasan shel Yisrael, “ busy
Myself only with the purity of the Jewish Peo-
ple!” (Pesikta Rabbasi, 14)

In the days of Moshiach, Hashem will
‘be busy’ extricating us from the depth of
our exile. He will metaphorically sprin-
kle us with pure waters like those being
cleansed from tumas meis, the ritual impu-
rity of coming in contact with death. He will
renew within each of us a pure heart and a

+ Professional Tour leaders
* 5° hotels (where available)
* Exotic sites

* Rich itinerary

» [Blatt kosher

B I%l INDIA indiakoshertravel.com
3 R ORnER  moshe@indiakoshertravel.com

spirit as befitting His beloved ones. He will
replace the emotional armor of our battles
with a deep sensitivity, allowing us to feel
His healing Presence and giving us all a new
beginning in Eretz Yisrael.

“lI will give you a heart of flesh, LeV
BaSaR....” The Midrash suggests reading
the word not as BaSaR but as BoSeR, “glad”.
Rebbe Nachman says this means everyone
will be glad at their friends’ good fortune.
(Chayey Moharan #339)

Aheart that hurts, that feels, is a heart that
is totally alive. As we approach our redemp-
tion, may we open our hearts to hold and
relieve the pain of those who are not yet able
to feel completely, those who are soldiering
through life for Hashem. And may we merit
to tearfully rejoice with them on the day that
their good fortune is fully revealed. m

“A dream trip to India,
memories for a lifetime”
Jewish Heritage and the Golden Triangle

A fascinating journey into the land of the palaces
and its rich Jewish history

06 - 21 NOVEMBER
2023

gu.:,;,is:f
[Lhappen
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VO)Nefesh
WO)AB'Nefesh

ynumn
2% FACILITATION I

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

VWO)Nefesh . ,
VOB Nefesh F Egmans e B

FACILITATE » CELEBRATE * ADVOCATE * EDUCATE

JEWISH
NATIONAL
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Register for THE WORLD PREMIERE OF THIS FILM before we’re sold out! @

The
OESTINY

ABARBANEL FOUNDATION
Ao o s wonis, PR el

SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 16, 8:00 PM
in the Pelech Girls school — 31 Yehuda St., Baka
but ONLY by prior registration and payment
Cost: 100 NIS per person

If you register before Pesach, (April 5) you'’ll receive a Destiny gift worth 100 NIS!
Limited seating. (Price of the film ticket increases after Pesach [April 5] to 180 NIS per ticket!)

If you cannot be in Jerusalem the night of the Premiere, you can still see the film in your home

on Sunday evening April 23 at 8 PM ON ZOOM (exactly one week later)
100 NIS on Zoom per family

BECOME A DESTINY SPONSOR OF THE PREMIER
AND SUPPORT RABBI WEIN & DESTINY
Best seats, light dinner & meet privately with Rabbi Wein before the film
500 NIS per couple

For guestions, sign up forms, information, payment, email Shira at
abarbanelmovie@gmail.com or WhatsApp 0547-54-36-18

EN]OY HOME-MADE Whether you would like a fully catered

Pesach or complimentary dishes to add to

FOOD THIS PESACH your menu, fill up your freezer with fresh,

delicious, home-made food, made by a
culinary chef.

Without the pressure.

66

Devora-you did an
outstanding job! Everything came
beautifully wrapped and labelled. It
was all so delicious - everyone enjoyed
all the dishes. | always make my own
food but being it's so close to Pesach |
decided to use your catering services
and | amsoglad | did!

i

D.W. Ramat Bet Shemesh

d A/

DEVORA HARSTE( @ devoraharstein.com & +972527 123479

QUALITY CATERING

WOXNOANCALILN I

ORDER DEADLINE MARCH 23
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his Shabbat we will read Parshat

Ki Tisa as well as Parshat Parah,

the third of the four special parsh-
iot which surround the days of Purim and
Pesach.

Parshat Ki Tisa contains the tragic epi-
sode of Chait HaEgel, the Golden Calf,
and its aftermath. Parshat Parah is com-
prised of the opening verses of Parshat
Chukat,which introduce us to the mystical
elixir for impurity, the mysterious inexpli-
cable concept of the para aduma -the red
heifer.

The Bat Ayin, the Rebbe of Avrich zy’a,
points out that the para aduma is on some
level meant to be a tikkun(fixing.correction)
for the impurity introduced into the world
through the Cheit HaEgel(The Sin of the
Golden Calf). The Rebbe taught:

Our Master the Toldot Yaakov Yosef,
zy’a, wrote that Cheit HaEgel impacted
future generations, and that the word egel
is an acronym for the words arayot(illicit
behavior), gezel (theft) and lashon hara(inap-
propriate speech).

So too, the tikkun for all of these,as repre-
sented by the para aduma, also comprises an
acronym for the word egel-Avoda, Gemilut
chasadim and Limud Torah...

Secluded Vacation
Retreat that sleeps 50

. 058.416.6927
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MUEL

BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

The Bat Ayin taught that the para aduma
not only provided a metaphysical healing
for those who had come into contact with
impurity, but also came to teach us how to
overcome the impact that resulted from the
Cheit HaEgel.

One of the perplexing aspects of the Para
Adumaritual, is that the Kohanim who were
involved in preparing the ashes of the para
aduma became tamei-impure through the
process. In preparing the mystical com-
pound which would return others to a state
of purity, they in turn became tamei-im-
pure. How exactly are we to understand this
unusual outcome? How could it possibly be
that in preparing this remedy for impurity,
the Kohanim themselves are rendered to be
tamei?

The Avodat Elazar, the Admor of
Kozhnitz zy’a,explains this peculiar phe-
nomenon based on the opening verse-Zot
Chukat HaTorah-This is the inexplicable
principle of the Torah.

This verse, the Rebbe explained, is not

FOR SALE

Private lands in Tabu
Zichron Yaakov / Yavniel for
160,000 NIS1000m/dunam

035774277/0522867038
MOSHE KENAN




only describing the mysterious nature of
the para aduma, but also teaching us a very
fundamental idea about Torah itself. Like
any remedy, when channeled appropri-
ately it can transform and cure and bring
complete healing, or if chas v’shalom it is
misused, taken out of context and applied
inappropriately, then it can bring further
deficiency and harm.

The Netivot Shalom, the Admor of
Slonim zy’a offers a different interpreta-
tion of our verse Zot Chukat HaTorah. Our
verse, explains the Rebbe, is not only intro-
ducing us to the transformative capacity
of the para aduma as a vehicle to restore
purity, but also communicating an eternal
message which applies even now in the
absence of the Beit HaMikdash and of the
para aduma.

Zot Chukat HaTorah-In our current state,
in the absence of the Beit HaMikdash and
with no para aduma, the vehicle for we as
Jews to experience some form of a return
to purity is by immersing ourselves in the
study of Torah-Zot Chukat HaTorah!

Yehi Ratzon that our limud haTorah,
should indeed bring purity to our minds and
hearts,that we should find purity in our avo-
dat Hashem and though acts of chesed, and
that we soon merit to experience the build-
ing of the Beit HaMikdash, and the return of
all its associated sacred rituals and constant
miracles. ®

MYV NNIDY
ANY 190 13 00 YWIN?

Dr. Eliezer Rosenblum
NYS Licensed and Board Certified

Chiropractor
Offices in Jerusalem, Ramat Beit Shemesh

052-662-4658

“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”

- Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com

ISRAVILLA IS AVAILABLE
FOR PESACH.
ACCOMMODATES 50+,
HEATED POOL,
TOTALLY SECLUDED QUIET
EXPANSIVE ESTATE.

ISRAVILLA.COM

(for guest feedback, see Google Maps Isravilla)
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Stubborn
In All the
Right Ways

Up in heaven, Moshe Rabeinu had not
yet heard the disastrous news. Preoccupied
with the stony luchot he was unaware of
the debacle unfolding below. The magic of
Matan Torah had faded and the commit-
ments of unwn nwwi proved to be brittle. The
nation of Hashem had quickly degenerated
into idol worship and wild debauchery.
Moshe was instructed to immediately
descend the mountain to witness, firsthand,
the moral decline of his nation. The luchot,
etched with Hashem’s letters, would not last
long.

Subsequently, Hashem threatened to
annihilate Am Yisrael and reboot history
with Moshe as the founder of a new cho-
sen nation. And then, shockingly, Hashem

BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN

Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

dubbed us with a seemingly derogatory
term. In the past, He had promised that we
would be His valued treasure ori7oov and
that we would be a nation of nobility. At this
disgraceful moment of national dishonor
Hashem disapprovingly framed us as an
obstinate nation or an 57wy Ou.

Despite the dramatic miracles we had
witnessed, and despite hearing the directly
revealed voice of Hashem at Har Sinai, we
were too headstrong to obey Hashem’s very
simple instructions. Most of the Torah had
yet to be delivered, but we had already been
warned three times not to indulge in pagan
worship. Yet, the moment that Moshe tarried
in his return from the mountain, our faith
wilted and we shamelessly crafted a golden
image, casting aside all our promises and all
our faith.

Refusal to Listen

Our stubbornness would resurface
hundreds of years later. In the desert, our
stubbornness prompted the egel misadven-
ture, but in the first Beit Hamikdash era our

NIWI 11 101127 W.ewensohn Raz & Co

Estates, Probate,
and Inheritances*

Real Estate
Transactions

Tama 38 and Renovation
Construction Projects

* Durable Powers of Attorney for Health and Financial Matters

27 Keren Ha'Yesod St., Jerusalem | Tel: 02-6731000 | Email: office@lawlr.co.il | www.lawlr.co.il
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persistent recalcitrance doomed us to our
first exile. During this extended period of
moral decay Hashem sent numerous nevi'im
to rebuke us hoping to correct our religious
malfunction. Stoutly refusing to heed their
sincere appeals, we also murdered and
imprisoned some of these divine agents.

In the desert we had been too wood-
en-headed to follow simple instructions and
to appreciate the grand miracles we had
experienced. During the first Beit Hamik-
dash era we were too obstinate to follow the
desperate pleas of Hashem’s messengers
who risked their lives to voice unpopular
but necessary moral reprimand.

A Flaw and a Blessing

By labeling us as fmv 'wp, Hashem wasn’t
just criticizing our failures; He was also
describing our national character. Our obsti-
nacy, though toxic when left unchecked, is
also an invaluable asset of Jewish history.
In his Sefer Hakuzari, Rabbi Yehuda Halevi
asserted that Hashem chose our people
because we displayed the two instinctive
character traits absolutely vital for our
historical calling: the ability to process
supernatural information and our relent-
less stubbornness. Knowing that we would
face a hostile world, opposed to our mission,
Hashem selected a stout people capable of
withstanding scorn and hostility. Appre-
ciating the possibility and even likelihood
of Jewish exile, Hashem selected a tough-
necked people who wouldn’t break under
the pressures of history.

Courage at Sinai

From the very outset of Jewish history,
even before our journey to exile, our audac-
ity came in handy. What other nation would
have the brazen nerve to stand beneath a

A
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Just Listed! Excellent 100 SQM, 4 room apartment, in
the popular Savyon Arnona project! 2.5 baths, large
balcony, bright, central air, shabbat elevator, parking &
storage, fully accessible & more! Asking: 3,480,000 NIS

Just Listed! Brand new construction, high-end finishes!
125 SQM, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, 60 SQM succah
balcony +10 SQM balcony, 2 parking spots, storage,
underfloor heating, central air. Contact Us For More Info!

Just Listed! 234 SQM cottage + 220 SQM private
garden, private entrance, 7 rooms, 3.5 bathrooms, 30
SQM succah balcony, lots of storage space, parking!

Just Listed! Spacious 85 SQM Garden apartment, in a
beautiful complex! 3 rooms, 100 SQM private garden
parking, storage, walk-in closet! Asking: 4,180,000 NIS

Just Listed! On a quiet one-way St. near the Shtiblach!
240 SQM apt. with a tremendous 75 SQM Succah
balcony! 8 rooms, large American-style kitchen, high
ceilings, 4 exposures, 2 parking spots, storage!

Just Listed! Amazing invesiment property around the
corner from Emek Refaim! 60 SQM, 3 rooms, 2 baths,
currently used as Airbnb! Asking: 2,790,000 NIS

Rimon, Efrat Efrat

Price Reduction! 113 SQM apartment, beautifully
renovated, fully accessible, private entrance, 3 beds, 2
baths, succah balcony, open views! Asking: 2.580 m NIS

Beit HaBchira, Efrat

Price Reduction! 130 SQM renovated property, with a
private entrance! 5 rooms, 2 baths, garden, private
parking, stunning views, Succah area! Asking: 2.890 NIS

Yaniv; 052.614.1442

8 Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208

Eliagabai@gmail.com g
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fiery mountain, engaging with the booming
voice of Hashem? As the Midrash comments
On'7 17 1"2pn Nawd, 0w Onw 17 YTI:1P0 110X
AT AT WHWA O 002 3 A0 TR
TING T 91W 7171107 2V T2 U1 O3 mog v,
This midrash doesn’t bemoan our boldness
but acknowledges that without this stout-
heartedness we could not have withstood
Sinai. Only a stiff-necked people could face
the infernal fire atop the mountain and not
turn their heads away.

Though critical of our obstinacy during
the egel, Hashem Himself realized that only
abrawny nation would be capable of accept-
ing the divine will and of subscribing to a
monotheistic religion. Nations of lesser brav-
ery would have folded. During the egel, our
excessive stubbornness sabotaged our rela-
tionship with Hashem. However, throughout
history it would preserve that relationship.

Defying History

During the long night of Jewish exile it
would take all of our considerable stub-
bornness just to survive a two thousand
year onslaught. Had we not been v wpit
is unlikely we would have survived this dark
tunnel of history. Or as the midrash reports
N1 NITIW 30 7NN OWINRT T2 PANT N
219% IN T IN :OMAWT K98 1N1- Rebbi Yitzchak
bar Radifa affirmed that our stubbornness

Amazing family friendly house
in the Greek Colony available
for Pesach rental
5 minutes from Emek Refaim,
40 min walk from the Old City,

6 bedrooms - sleeps 15+,

5 bathrooms, 3 floors, 200m,
large kitchen, large yard
(with basketball hoop), Strictly Kosher
Available March 30 - April 17
For more details: 052-238-0638
Robert@kleimanrealestate.com
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emboldened us to face relentless religious
pressure throughout our exile. Throughout
our history we declared: “either we remain
Jewish, or we are prepared to die”.

In our early history our obstinacy pro-
duced the egel and wrecked the Mikdash.
Later on, it preserved our religious faith
amidst a maelstrom of religious persecu-
tion and unending pressure to abandon our
ancient faith. Sometimes it pays to be stub-
born in all the right ways.

20™ Century Obstinacy

In the 20" century we drew upon this
national trait of tenacity in facing two
unprecedented historical challenges. We
endured a nightmarish Holocaust which
would have ripped the faith out of every
other nation. To be honest, many Jews
lost their faith in the Holocaust, and you
must never judge a person before you
walk a mile in their shoes. However, as a
nation, we have rebuilt our communities,
revitalized our Torah commitment, and
steadfastly refused to buckle in the face of
such unspeakable tragedy. Our stubborn
commitment to Hashem allowed us to pass
through the gates of hell and remain com-
mitted to our covenant and to our love for
Hashem.

A few years afterwards we were beck-
oned home. We anticipated a hero’s
welcome, but, instead, were contested by
an entire world. Once again, as our ances-
tor Avraham, we stood on one side of the
river in opposition to an entire world which
disclaimed our right to our ancient home-
land. But we are too stubborn to simply
walk away. Despite the improbable odds,
we secured our state and turned her into a
global superpower.



Evidently, Hashem chose well. More com-
pliant people would have less stamina and
less historical insolence. Sometimes our
stubbornness creates havoc and dooms our
moral behavior. However, for the past two
thousand years it has been indispensable in
helping us navigate the crosswinds of history
and in resettling the plains of redemption.

So, the next time you are frustrated by a
Jew and their stubborn behavior, just know
that you are not alone. Hashem is also frus-
trated, sometimes. Jews are born stubborn
and without this obstinance we would not
be here today.

Now that we have returned home to con-
clude history, it is actually time to turn our
necks around and look back at our history.
When we were stuck in the mud of history
it was difficult to make sense of the process.
Now that we have emerged from the tunnel
of history it is easier to appreciate the fear-
some challenges of Jewish history, which
brought our people such glory but also
exacted such a heavy price.

Our stiff necks have navigated us home.
Now that we are home, look back at our stiff-
necked refusal to look back. Turn your head
around, and appreciate how stubborn we
have been. Hashem chose well. We are too
stubborn to believe otherwise. m
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oy Only
I n the Land

Only in the Land of Israel is it possible to
also draw joy (simcha) from its very source.
However, outside of the Land it is not pos-
sible to draw out joy on account of the
‘prosecution’ and the sternness of ‘strict jus-
tice’ that endures in the exile...(Eretz Chefetz
4:9)

Rav KooK’s assertion that true joy can be
fully accessed only in the Land of Israel is
actually expressed in Halacha. One exam-
ple of this is with regard to the practice of
Birkat Kohanim (the Priestly Blessing).

The mitzvah of Birkat Kohanim is indeed
not restricted to the Beit Hamikdash or to
the Land of Israel (Rambam, Sefer Hamitz-
vot, Positive mitzvah 336). Yet, the custom
developed, among Ashkenazi Jews, that Bir-
kat Kohanim only be recited on the major
festivals when outside the Land. Why?

One answer: The benediction which
is meant to disseminate God’s blessing
requires joy. Only in Israel is joy accessible
on a daily basis. This is the opinion of the
Rama: “In the countries [i.e. Ashkenazim],
we only say Birkat Kohanim on Yom Tov, as
then we are filled with happiness and joy.
This is not the case on the rest of the days of
the year as people are worried about their
jobs and livelihood. Even on Yom Tov, we
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only say it during mussaf, as that is when
people are leaving shul and filled with the
happiness of Yom Tov (Rama, Orach Chaim,
siman 128, se’if 44).

We find that the first Rebbe of Lubavitch
made the same claim:

The custom in all these lands [e.g., Ashke-
nazic custom] is that the Priestly Blessing
is conferred only on yom tov [i.e., holiday],
because then people are in a joyful and fes-
tive mood—and “only one who is glad of
heart shall bless.” On other days, by con-
trast, even on Shabbat, [the kohanim] are
preoccupied with their livelihood and their
loss of working hours, and they are not in
a happy state of mind. Indeed, even on yom
tov the Priestly Blessing is conferred only
in the Mussaf service, when [directly after-
wards] they will leave the synagogue and
partake of refreshments and rejoice in the
celebration of the festival. (Shulchan Aruch
HaRav, Orach Chaim 128:57)

In other words, since the Priestly Bless-
ing is meant to be conferred in a spirit
of joy, and the holidays specifically are a
time to rejoice, it is performed only then.
Apparently, the Land of Israel offers its
inhabitants an atmosphere of tranquility
found nowhere else.

Mysterious Obstacles From Heaven

Rabbi Chaim Volozhin was the main dis-
ciple of Rabbi Eliyahu of Vilna, known as
the Vilna Gaon. He notes that his teacher
greatly desired that Birkat Kohanim be
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instituted every day in his synagogue. After
hesitating, he finally decided that the next
day the kohanim of his synagogue would
do Birkat Kohanim. That very same day he
was placed under arrest by government
authorities. Apparently, Heaven prevented
him from acting on the matter.

Rabbi Chaim continued that many
years later, he too instructed in his own
synagogue that on the next day the Birkat
Kohanim should be recited. But that night
the synagogue burned down. From all this
it was clear to him that the matter was not
supported by Heaven. Strikingly, this epi-
sode is referenced in the halachic work
Aruch Hashulchan in his discussion why
Birkat Kohanim is not observed outside
the Land (Aruch HaShuchan 128:64). (See
also Aliyot Eliyahu (Jerusalem 5749) pp.
57-58, see also Hilchot HaGra uMinhagav,
p-124)

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson
suggested in one of his sichot that today
the blessings of the kohanim in the Land
of Israel are diffused throughout the
Diaspora. (Likkutei Sichot vol. 39, p. 375)
(The above information is culled from the
Chabad.org article “Why is the Priestly
Blessing only on Yom Tov?)

Simcha Must Be Shared

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks argues that when-
ever the Torah speaks of joy it is always
shared joy.
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“Simcha, joy, in the Torah, is never
about individuals. It is always about
something we share. A newly married
man does not serve in the army for a
year, says the Torah, so that he can stay
home “and bring joy to the wife he has
married” (Devarim 24:5). You shall bring
your offerings to the central sanctuary,
says Moses, so that “there, in the presence
of the Lord your God, you and your fam-
ilies shall rejoice in all you have put your
hand to, because the Lord your God has
blessed you” (Devarim 12:7). The festi-
vals, as described in the book of Devarim,
are days of joy, precisely because they
are occasions of collective celebration:
“you, your sons and daughters, your
male and female servants, the Levites in
your towns, and the strangers and the
fatherless the widows living among you”
(Devarim 16:11). Simcha is joy shared. It
is not something that we experience in
solitude.” (The Pursuit of Joy, Rabbi Sacks
on the Parsha, OU Torah).

Perhaps, Rav Kook is also suggesting that
Jewish living outside the Land is a splin-
tered and disintegrated existence. The
unique blessing on seeing a gathering of six
hundred thousand Jews can only be recited
in the Land of Israel. The joy engendered
on seeing that scene is incomplete without
being in the Land. The Land wed to her
people arouses in the Jew a sense of joy and
true delight. m
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Kaddis

Question: I give a shiur to a few people
before Shacharit and aim to finish when
davening begins, with Rabbi Yishmael/
Kaddish D’Rabbanan. Sometimes we are
not quite finished then, in which case, we
try to answer Kaddish’s main recitations,
although we sometimes get caught up and
fail to respond. Someone complained that
continuing to learn during Kaddish is assur
and a disgrace to Kaddish and the people
listening to it. I don’t see it that way but said
I would ask.

Answer: It is good that you plan to finish
by Kaddish. Hopefully you learn with your
tallit and tefillin on and have davened up to
there. It would be a shame to either need to
skip parts of P’sukei D’zimra, speed through
it, or be behind the tzibbur. We will focus
on Kaddish, as you ask.

There are three possible objections
to a shiur continuing during Kaddish: 1.
Listening/answering Kaddish has innate
precedence over learning; 2. The learning
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can transmit one’s rejection or disregard
for Kaddish’s content. 3. The learning can
disturb those trying to focus on Kaddish.

1. One may/should answer the main
responses of Kaddish, Kedusha and Barchu
in the midst of almost any part of davening
(Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chayim 66:3). The
only debate is whether this is so if one who
is davening in one minyan should respond
to what he hears from another minyan. On
the one hand, there is no Kaddish quota, so
that any prompt makes responding import-
ant (Igrot Moshe I11:89). Others say that the
sources on non-participants responding
are to permit answering, not obligating it,
and so in multi-minyan locations (e.g., the
Kotel) one does not have to harm his tefilla
by having his focus wander from minyan to
minyan (see Tzitz Eliezer XI:3; Yabia Omer
VI, OC 20).

Only the study of the loftiest scholars
(see Shabbat 11a) can push off the nor-
mal requirements of tefilla (Igrot Moshe
OC II:27). Some people opt to learn Torah
during chazarat hashatz, and even there
most poskim oppose it (Mishna Berura
124:17; Kaf Hachayim, OC 124:16). On the
other hand, the problem may be that less
learned people will speak/not listen with-
out a good reason (Mishna Berura ibid.).
Therefore, some permit learning Torah
in one’s head (see Dirshu 124:27). How-
ever, during Kaddish and Kedusha, one’s
mind must be only on them, not learning
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(Mishna Berura 125:1).

2. If one is among a minyan who are up
to Kri’at Shema, he must say the first pasuk
along with them, even if he has already
recited Kri’at Shema, in order to not appear
reluctant to recite his allegiance to Hashem
(Shulchan Aruch, OC 65:2). Poskim extend
this idea to other central parts of davening,
including such a major joint recitation of
praise to Hashem as Kaddish (see Igrot
Moshe ibid.). When one is at a minyan, not
answering a different minyan need not look
a rejection (Tzitz Eliezer ibid.). However,
in your case, learning audibly in the begin-
ning of your minyan is publicly indicating
that joining everyone in declaring praise of
Hashem is not at the top of your priorities,
which is included in this problem.

3. The local rav or gabbai can best con-
sider the technical and communal elements
of what is an unacceptable disturbance to
others. However, the concept is generally
applicable. We note that the Mishna Berura
(566:12), regarding the minhag to collect
tzedaka on a fast day as a “kofer nefesh,”
says that the gabbai should not go around
announcing it during chazarat hashatz
because it disrupts concentration.

The remaining question is whether these
matters apply to the entire Kaddish or just
the public’s responses. Regarding chazarat
hashatz, U'chatchila one is to listen to every
word but answering the berachot (while
knowing which one is being said each

time) is sufficient b’di’eved (Mishna Berura
124:17). However, regarding Kaddish, the
need to listen to every word seems stronger
(Mishna Berura 125:1).

In terms of bottom line, your shul-mate is
right. Since stopping learning “on a dime”
is difficult, try to stop a little earlier, making
Kaddish the absolute endpoint. B

Having a dispute?

] For a Din Torah in English or
! 1 Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah
\
&Y Gazit Rabbinical Court: 077-
Eretz _2.91C o fax- ¥
Hagmdals 215 8 2'15 fax: (02) 537-9626
Gazit beitdin@eretzhemdah.org
z |
b/\ Flgl.ng Soon? ll”‘
Travel with Confidence ‘===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <Y

at great prices Choose from multiple options
lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide
Starting at $40
sales@lunisim.com
Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

All your jewelry needs in one place!

A 5th generation skilled craftsman will fix,
refurlish, polish or restore your family
heirlooms, Kiddush cups, candlesticks, and
any gold/silver jewelry - Deliveries directly
to/from your home in Jerusalem area

Details: Santo - 052-228-9627

OU ISRAEL CENTER 57




“MISHE-MISHE-
MISHE-ICH-RAS...
OUR DOOR..."

HMM... MY DASHINGLY
WONDEROUS HUSBAND
WHO'S ALS0 A SUSPICIOUSLY
™ GIFTED VENTRILIQUIST...

a

BEING A CALF, AND ALL... HAHAHA!!
LAWN-CHOMPING AND "MOO00" IS ABOUT
THE EXTENT OF MY EDUCATION, Y'KNOW...

NOT... NOT THAT I'D KNOW, OF COURSE!!!

Year 2:

ISRAEL

AH, HELLO, DARLING! MY, AREN'T
YOU LOOKING ABSOLUTELY
SPIFFING THIS FINE EVENING!

50... “DAN", DID YOU
SAY YOUR NAME WAS?

{ TO WHAT DO | OWE
THIS PLEASURABLE
SURPRISE-VISIT
FROM YOU?

T0 6O FOR
LONG WA
SOMEWHERE

OH, BUT SURELY SUCH A LONG AND
REFRESHING WALK IN THIS WINTER
CHILL WOULD CALL FOR A SCARF
AND COAT... I'LL JUST GET THEM
FROM UPSTAIRS, SHALL I7

NO!!!
| DON'T GO

N THERE!

58

NOT 10 60 NTO
MY OWH HOUSE?
WHYEVER NOT?

UH... UH...
BECAUSE...

BECAUSE...

IT'S GOING

6 e gy ! ON PES(H!

}
i & SPRINGTIME...!

[}

TORAH TIDBITS 1508 / KI TISA 5783

OH... OH, | THOUGHT
YOU MIGHT LIKE

NEARBY...
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-

A
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Tel Dan, Hula Valley -

o

A NICE
LK...
NOT TOO

..SCARVES AND
COATS ARE
S000...
LAST SEASON,
IF YOU KNOW
WHAT | MEAN!

HAHAHA! DID | SAY
"DARLING”T | MEANT...
DARING!

HEH! GOT TO BE PRETTY
DARING TO SHARE A
KITCHEN WITH THAT

A LONG WALK, EH?
WHAT A SPLENDID 1Deat

AH, YOU LIKE THE
IDEA? PHEW,
BARUCH HASHEM
FOR THAT! |

i WELL, ENJOY
YOURSELF,
DROP US A LINE
WHEN YOU GET
THERE...

VERY CLEVER, BENTL...
BUT...
)

A CALF... WHY
WOULD HE USE
ACALF TO TRY

STALLING 1]




Y'KNOW, MAYBE
I’LL DROP THE IDEA [/
OF A WALK...
MAYBE I'LL JUST SIT
HERE AND ENJOY
SOME...
N\ TELEVISION...?

YES! GREAT IDEA!
THE “LORD OF THE RINGS”
TRILOGY!
ALL EIGHT "HARRY POTTER”
MOVIES!
£ 1ALL 31 "MARVEL CINEMATIC
UNIVERSE” MOVIES!
60 YEARS OF
"COROWATION STREET"?

OHHH, 1 WAS
THINKING OF

SOMETHING A
BIT MORE... /]

ENLIGHTENING...

MORE TO THE POINT, THE TEL-DAN
. SANCTUARY WAS LATER ADOPTED
b BY EVIL KING YEROVAM, WHO ¢

ERECTED HERE ONE OF :
HIS FAMOUS GOLDEN CALF...

N HE USED THIS CALF, AND ANOTHER

ONE SITUATED IN BEIT-EL, TO BLOCK

OFF THE JEWS’ ACCESS TO THE BEIT
(]

HAMIKDASH IN THE RIVAL
KINGDOM OF JUDEA... POWER...

FOF COURSE, HE CLAYMED THAT

HIS MOTIVES WERE PURE - THAT
G-D HAD DECREED THAT THE
KINGDOM OF ISRAEL SHOULD SPLIT,
AND THEREFORE PRESUMABLY THAT
WOULD MEAN THAT HIS KINGDOM
SHOULD HAVE ITS OWN “TEMPLE",
AND NOT RELY ON THE ORIGINAL
BEIT HAMIKDASH...

5 ...BUT THE BIBLE GIVES US A PEEK |
INTO YEROVAM'S HEART,REVEALING |
THAT ALL HE REALLY WANTED
WAS TO BOLSTER HIS OWN POLITICAL
SNEAKY S0-AND-50...

AS A BLOCKADE, WITH

WHY, HELLO THERE, VEIWERS, WELCOME TO

TEL DAN,
IN THE HULA VALLEY!

. — | - :
HERE WE HAVE THE REMAINS OF THE SANCTUARY
; BU“.T BY THE PEOPLE OF DAN, WHO HOUSED WITHIN

IT THE “IDOL OF MICHAH"...

IF THE WORSHIP OF IT INCLUDED AMATEAUR
SINGING AUDITIONS, YOU COULD SAY THIS

WAS THE FIRST EVER "AMERICAN IDOL”

DUDE! (UT! &
NOT FUNNY!
ACTION!

FASCINATING...
IMAGINE THAT,

NOL! WAIT!
DON'T BELIEVE
EVERYTHING
...PLANTING A CALF YOU SEE )

ON TELEVISION!

SEEMINGLY INNOCENT

PURPOSES, BUT IN FACT

HIDING SOME SECRET,

|~ HELLO, DEAR, OH... ER... WELL... ‘

WHAT = MAY | ASK -/ WHILE | WAS CLEARING THE

HAVE YOU DONE To / DISH-RACK, THE KIDS STARTED

DINNER SET? THE CAT, IN WHAT | CONSIDERED

~ : A... A RATHER PAGAN WAY, 50
INSTINCTIVELY, ... | DID A...
A "MOSHE RABBEINU", AND

GRABBED HOLD OF THE... ER...
PROVERBIAL “TABLETS”

| WAS HOLDING, AND... ER...

& SEE AND INSTEAD OF I
JUST BEING OPEN WITH ME,

YOU DUBBED A CALF AT ME?

PARSHA SHOWS THAT NO
HOW BROKEN THINGS GET

TABLETS"?

| AND MEND

PPéi.iT...BIJT SURELY THIS WEEK'S
US, AND BETWEEN G-D AND LS,
THERE ARE ALWAYS "SECOND

LWAYS A WAY T0 MEND...?
-/ WELL SAID!

PROBLEMS,
HONEY?

WELL, SHE REALLY

MATTER | | WENT TO PIECES
BETWEEN| | OVER This sET... § WELL A0
OR WAS IT BECAUSE 4 ¢, FEoe UKE
OF THE CALF TRICK? 2“3 anrs
NOU JWST...

... TELL DAN!
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~ Yaakov Gottlieb
. Raanana Chapter
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Staying Together
With Klal Yisrael,
No Matter What

It says in this week’s parsha:
n9nm1 7207 AN NI N0 9N 1) AWK
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We all learned in kindergarten that after
Moshe saw the Jews dancing with the egel
hazahav he broke the luchos. Have we
ever asked ourselves, how is it possible
that Moshe broke the luchos ?! There’s
no way that this was done impulsively
out of anger.... What happened here?

Rav Mottel Zilber shlit”a teaches in the
name of various tzadikim that although
b’pashtus the breaking of the luchos could
be seen as a personal aveirah for Moshe,
the reason that Moshe did it was because
he couldn’t see a reality in which he would
walk alone as the only tzadik in town. If
then, Am Yisrael as a whole would be con-
sidered sinners. Therefore, he decided to
do an act which seems like an aveirah
to include himself with the rest of Klal
Yisrael.

Itis brought down in the Gemara: “Rabbi
Yohanan ben Nuri: One who rends his
garments in his anger, or who breaks his
vessels in his anger, or who scatters his
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money in his anger, should be like an idol
worshiper in your eyes” (Shabbos 105:)

From this we see that the breaking of
the luchos was an act done by Moshe to
remain unified with the rest of the nation.
Moshe’s goal was more than just to be a part
of the whole, he didn’t want to tag along for
fun, he wanted to bring himself to be a part
of klal yisrael so he would be able to bring
the rest of the nation to do teshuvah together
with him!

The message is clear, one’s personal
avodah is crucial! Yet, without a constant
shaychus to klal yisrael it isn’t worth it.

We should be zocheh to uplift ourselves
together with the entire klal yisrael!!

. Jonah Klein
% 10th Grade,
X w Raanana
e Are The 13 Middot
Really A Tefilah??

In the Gemara Masechet Rosh Hashana
Daf 17b Rabbi Yochanan says that the 13
middot are considered a prayer for the
Yamim Noraim. The question is when we
look at all of the 13 middot it just looks like
a list of all of Hashem’s attributes. In what
way is this a tefilah? We aren’t asking for
anything we need.

To answer this question we need to take
a step back and look at the whole picture.
The 13 middot are brought up in this week’s



parsha, as a response to a chain of events
that started with the Chet Ha-egel. After
Bnei Israel sins and Moshe begs Hashem
to forgive them, Hashem acquiesces but
refuses to lead them himself. Moshe does
not like Hashem’s decision and says:
NI7T--JBU1IN TTY2 10 INYD-12 NISR VT AR
19-7U R OYiI-730 ,]BY1 1IN 10779010 11973
"IN

Hashem then accepts Moshe’s prayer
and agrees to continue leading Bnei Yisrael
- TWYN 3T WN AT 1370-ny 02. Hashem then
teaches Moshe the 13 Middot.

Numerous places in the Gemara refer
to how we must imitate Hashem. All the
examples brought by the Gemara of which
middot to follow are from the 13 middot.
Hashem is showing Moshe not only what to
say but what to do! In other words, when
we say to Hashem that He is merciful we
are actually saying — and so would we like
to be. The Gemara (in Masechet Sota daf
14a) teaches that following Hashem means
following His ways — imitating Him. Hash-
em’s giving of the 13 middot is explaining
to Moshe the meaning of Hashem having a
direct relationship with Bnei Israel - by imi-
tating Hashem’s attributes of mercy.

And how do we do that? By saying it over
and over. We stand and tell Hashem who
He is and by saying so it is an expression of
our will to also be people of kindness and
mercy.

Returning to our original question,
prayer is not simply asking Hashem for
something, rather it is for most, a call to
ourselves to imitate Hashem. The 13 Mid-
dot are the best expression of this idea as
they spell out what Hashem means to us
and in what way we strive to follow him. ®

=

Z 1\ igrenion

—
In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA -
Private arab house, 6 rooms, 500m +
possibility of building 250m, huge garden,
approx. 700m, completely renovated,
underfloor heating + a/c, large parking,
5 bathrooms, 5 toilets, green

MENDEL 0528980111

BAKA - New penthouse, 4 rooms in a small
luxurious building with character,

alone upstairs, 3rd floor + elevator,

4 orientations, 3 toilets, 2 bathrooms,
terrace / sukkah, 70m, parking, store-room

5450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111

VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!!
KATAMON HAYESHENA | Near EMEK
REFAIM -

3 rooms, 75m + independent unit, 30m,
private entrance, garden in use, calm,
parking

MENDEL 052-3202488

In the heart of BAKA in a calm and pastoral
street - spacious 5 rooms, elevator, terrace,
store-room, parking, near all amenities

5300000 NIS MICHAEL 052-3202488

ARNONA - 3 rooms that will be transformed
into 4 rooms of 90m, 3rd floor with elevator,
store-room, parking

ONLY 2550000 NIS
MICHAEL 052-3202488

BAKA - quiet and pleasant little street -
5rooms, 175m, on one level, alone upstairs,
private entrance, elevator in the apartment,
high ceilings

MIKAEL 052-3202488

TALPIOT HAYESHENA | little street-Ina
new quality project, 5 rooms, 140m, elevator,
large garden, occupancy in 2 years

6000000 NIS MICHAEL 052- 3202488
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THE ISRAELB ONLINE COMMUNITY

Connecting you with fellow Jews, Israel & the Jewish People!

H Install the new ISRAELB APP from the google play store to your phones

(Dedicated in memory of Elchanan Yosef ben Chaim Eliezer)
B Advertise on our new ISRAELB BUSINESS CENTER to gain exposure for your business
B We can help you WRITE SPEECHES AND DIVREI TORAH for family events & Smachot
B Use IsraelB to ORGANIZE, PROMOTE AND PUBLICIZE your events and Smachot
B Use IsraelB to help you SELL OR RENT OUT YOUR PROPERTY

IsraelB is your resource for jobs, events, community news, shiurim and much more!
Subscribe to our IsraelB newsletter, follow us CONTACT BENJY SINGER:

on Twitter (@lsraelBayit) and join our Facebook benjysinger@israelb.org or

Page & Groups. (Links on IsraelB.org) 053-285-1526

“ 3, KESHET REFUA

‘:. l ' MULTIDISCIPLINARY EXPERT CENTER

NEW MEDICAL CENTER
in MEVASERET TZION

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
EXPERT CENTER

" Alternative

Consultations Medicine
. u « Orthopedics o 1
e Personalized service ~Pin ! (i
+ Newrology { « Twine treatments 3
tok b « Contact treatrment

A

e High availability

- Ophthalmeology 3  ophat i :
- G * ADHD Physiotherapy '\ - reflexciogy ?fesattf‘lrgggu
* Senior specialists + Cartilogy el \ N et
= Healthy lifestyle ! 2 Sk_-n rejuvenation
+ Onhepedic problems \ % = Injectables and

fillers
= Botulinum toxin

in a wide variety
of medical fields

* Geriatrics and the elderly 8

* Sports rehabilitation /:'-

+ Chronic pain /

* Respiratory fl{f
rehabiitation 4

Enjoy convenient and easy access to our center
Located near Highway 1 at the entrance of Mevaseret Tzion, near Hadassah Hospital

" APPOINTMENTS 073-3214111 & office@keshet-refua.co.il |1 Tzur St, MBC Buile

TORAH TIDBITS 1508 / KI TISA 5783



A ICORE
FCONSTRUCT
RELIABLE AND
PROFESSIONAL,
WE'RE HERE FOR
YOUR NEXT PROJECT

* WATERFROOFING ¢ PLUMBING

¢ ALL RODF WORK ¢ ELECTRICAL

¢ INTERIOR HOME e« ONE STOP SHOP
RENDOVATIONS

058 707 9771

CORE.CONSTRUCT

This week:

PLEASE DON'T SKIP j

THIS AD! Nahafochu! Ty w!
YESH EZR

Bring Simcha into
the lives of the
desperate.

AW ST BNy @ty

= Checks: Make out to “Yesh Ezra”
Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 36156,
Romema, Jerusalem
= Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17),
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra
To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send
details by Whatsapp/email.
e Credit card by phone:
Sara at 077-820-0196
(Sun-Thu. 10:00am-3:00pm)
=  Website: www.yeshezra.org
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff
050-570-1067
menpmp@gmail.com

HEALTHFUL SPECIALTY
SHMURA MATZA

Please order your Matza today

Whole Wheat, Organic Whole
Spelt, GF Gluten Free Oat
Hand and Machine.

Visit our website for details .
including Hechsherim, & ordering: #
www.MatzaMan.co.il
hillel.leib@MatzaMan.co.il
Distributed throughout Israel

BEGONE

ORGANIZED

Jeuish

THE ESSENTIAL
GUIDE FOR
JEWISH HOLIDAYS
AND EVERY DAY LIFE

Get your copy of
Organized Jewish Life to
stay ahead and be
prepared for every
occasion and life cycle

event.

AVAILABLE IN ISRAEL
EXCLUSIVELY AT

The essential guide for Jewish
holidays and every day life

Halachot and minhagim for
every holiday

Exclusive checklists to help
you prepare

Companion Shabbat &
Holiday Planner to help you
stay on track and prepare
with ease

ORGANIZEDJEWISHLIFE.COM
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FOR SALE BY OWNER

A rare opportunity to purchase a luxury double

Sea Facing Apartment in Netanya
( 250 sq metres)

6 rooms facing west / south — Sunny and full of light
2 balconies

18" Floor

Concierge 24/7

Heated Pool open 7 months of the year

Fully Equipped Gym

2 underground parking spaces

2 spacious storage rooms

2 minutes walk from Young Israel Synagogue

2 minutes walk from the beach

On prestigious Nitza Bouldevard, North Netanya.
10 minutes walk from the centre of Netanya
7,700,000 ILS

Contact : Alexandra Stuart 053 822 3513



