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Over the course of the next 
four parshiot we will delve 
into every detail of the Mish-
kan - literally down to the 
nuts and bolts. But while the 

detailed descriptions of its measurements, 
materials and symbolism may help us 
appreciate the Mishkan’s magnificence, it 
stands in stark contrast to the creation of the 
world, which is described in just 30 pesukim 
in Beresheet. What is so significant about the 
Mishkan that the Torah spends more time 
discussing it than it does on briat HaOlam?

I heard a beautiful idea by Rav Yoni Lavy, 
the founder of the OU Israel Chaverim Mak-
shivim hotline. For those who do not know, 
the Chaverim Makshivim Hebrew hotline is 
a volunteer-run anonymous hotline led by 
40+ clinical professionals around the coun-
try to support religious teens and parents 
looking for practical and effective tools to 
cope with everyday challenges. Following 
conversations with callers, Chaverim Mak-
shivim posts both questions and answers 
anonymously on its website, so that others 
can gain from the responses provided. To 
give you an idea, here are some of the ques-
tions our volunteers receive:

I want to enlist in the IDF but my parents 
are against it

Ever since my family made aliyah I’ve wor-
ried about how my kids are acclimating - I 
don’t have the Hebrew skills to help them with 
their homework or projects

My son has gone off the derech and he’s 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

been our focus for years - I’m now worried that 
my other kids are slipping through the cracks

Rav Levy points out that the Mishkan mir-
rors the Jewish home: our sinks symbolize the 
“kiyor” where we wash our hands every day; 
our table is our “shulchan” where we provide 
for our family and guests; our Shabbat candles 
are our “menorah,” and our private rooms are 
“Kodesh HaKodashim.” With this in mind we 
can answer our original question. Just as the 
Torah spends a significant amount of time 
detailing the many facets of the Mishkan, 
we too must focus our time and attention on 
building and fortifying every detail of our 
home and family, spanning the physical, emo-
tional and spiritual nuts and bolts. 

It is interesting to note that trained staff run-
ning both OU Israel Youth Centers and The 
Zula have identified a pattern among at-risk 
teenagers in that the vast majority do not feel 
they receive enough attention at home. As a 
result, many teenagers go to extreme lengths 
to get attention elsewhere despite the risks 
involved. Thankfully, those who enter OU 
Israel Youth Centers or The Zula are the sole 
focus of our trained therapists, mentors and 
staff, who have the capacity to shower them 
with the attention and love they need to cre-
ate stability in their lives. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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As a parent of nine I have experienced how 
hard it is to juggle external pressures with 
the needs of my wife and children. There are 
times that I am pulled away from my family for 
extended periods of time due to my responsibil-
ities at OU Israel and I can lose focus on what is 
most important. For me, this parsha serves as 
a critical reminder that HaShem gifted me with 
my beautiful family and that I have a responsi-
bility to prioritize their needs.

With Purim on the horizon there is one 
more element parents should consider. Purim 
is a time of joyful celebration around the 
country. Between the delivery of mishloach 
manot, megillah reading, and preparing the 
seudah, parents can easily become distracted. 
However, on Purim unsupervised teenagers 
may find themselves entering dangerous 
environments. On Purim, parents must there-
fore remain vigilant, aware of where their 
children are at all times to keep them safe. 

As we make our way through the next 
four parshiot, parents and educators have 
an opportunity to realign priorities to make 
sure our children remain at the center of 
our lives. May HaKadosh Baruch Hu give us 
continued clarity and insight so that we can 
identify, prioritize and support the needs of 
our families and build homes reflecting the 
values that the Torah teaches us. 

For those interested in exploring Chaverim 
Makshivim, visit www.makshivim.org.il or 
call *8298.

Wishing you all an uplifting and  
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

A Better World
We must build a better world.
This ideal seems quaint and hopelessly 

out of reach. The world around us raises 
constant reminders of the distance we 
must travel to achieve goodness. We are 
overwhelmed by the amount of man-made 
pain and harm being constantly inflicted. 
Stories of painful abuses within our com-
munity mingle with accounts of antisemitic 
attacks from outsiders, while the pursuit of 
truth becomes an exercise in futility as those 
charged with championing human rights act 
with racism and hatred.

Where do we even begin?
Our Parsha give us very practical guidance. 

It teaches us not to start with trying to fill the 
entire world with G-d’s presence. Rather, 
we are instructed to build a modest space, 
beautiful and pure, ordered and defined by 
G-d with His Torah at its center. That small 
corner of the world, the mishkan, is to reflect 
and represent what the world as a whole was 
meant to be, hence the requirement for its 
builder, Betzalel, to know the secrets of the 
creation of heaven and earth (Brachos 51a). 
The mishkan may have been a small project, 
but in truth it was the world. This little corner 
would, for a time, be the world’s sole vestige 
of holiness and truth, and ultimately the light 
and the Torah that would emanate from the 
mishkan would transform and uplift the 
world in its entirety.

That guidance remains relevant. We must 
not become overwhelmed or menaced by the 
falsehood and the threats that often seem to 
surround us. We must instead do that which 
is clearly within our reach, building our own 
personal framework of truth and purity, eth-
ics and spirituality, goodness and faith. That 
will serve as a powerful source of personal 
strength and security and provide us with a 
genuine sense of Hashem’s presence. “I will 
fear no evil for You are with me.”

Let each of us do that. Bilvavi mishkan evneh. 
Let us build those sacred corners within our-
selves, our families, and our communities, 
and we will ultimately make a better world. 

This week’s issue is dedicated in 
memory of our beloved parents

Lillian Fisher ע"ה  
on her 1st yarzheit 

and  
Murray Fisher  ז"ל  

on his 36th yarzheit,  
who both were niftar on the 1st day of Adar

Their dedication to Eretz, Am  
& Torat Yisrael was the guiding light 

that led us to our Homeland,  
where we follow in their footsteps  

by embracing generations  
of our families with these values.  

יהי זכרם ברוך 
Susan & Stewie Gopstein, Joel & Nirah Fisher, 

Karen & Arieh Weiss and families
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Terumah contains the instruc-
tions to build the Mishkan.  Moshe calls: 
bring materials.  Build the Mishkan.  The 
Aron to house the 10 commandments.  The 
Table for the breads.  The Menorah.  The 
coverings over the Mishkan.  The structure 
of the Mishkan.  The Altar for offerings.  The 
structure of the courtyard surrounding the 
Mishkan.

1st aliya (25:1-16) Moshe is 
instructed to tell the people to 
bring donations of materials: 

gold, silver, copper, woven material, animal 
skins, oil, incense, and jewels.  And make 
Me a sanctuary and I will dwell amongst 
them.  Make an Aron: wood overlaid with 
gold, poles with which to carry.  And place 
into the Aron the tablets that I will give you.

The word Mishkan means a place to 
dwell.  From the word “shachen”, to dwell.  
The Shechina is G-d’s Dwelling in this world.  
A Shchuna is a neighborhood.  A Shachen 
tov is a good neighbor.  And a Mishkan is 
a place to dwell.  How the Eternal, Infinite 
One dwells on earth is the stuff of philoso-
phers.  But dwell He (or Shechina, She) does.  

This dwelling on earth, in His Abode fits 
seamlessly in the flow of the narrative of 

KI TEITZEII the Torah.  The Torah is the story of G-d’s 
reach for man.  He begins distant, and step 
by step He moves closer and closer.  He cre-
ates a world.  That by itself is an expression 
of love.  He initiates contact with Adam and 
Eve, with Cain and with Noah.  He initiates 
contact with Avraham, promising the Land; 
a stretch of His Hand to Avraham to pull him 
closer.  He intervenes in nature to redeem 
the people from Egypt.  Splits the Sea.  He 
has gone well beyond merely speaking to 
man, rather now putting His arm around 
the entire Jewish people.  And then Sinai: 
Descending on the mountain, pulling the 
veil away in speaking with the entire people 
at Sinai.  This is all a process, step by step, of 
descending into this world.  A place to dwell 
consistently, not just sporadically on earth is 
the natural next step.  It matches the love of 
a man and woman: initiate a conversation, 
make a promise and commitment, help and 
assist each other, close and intimate contact 
like Sinai and then a home.

2nd aliya (25:17-30) Cover the 
Aron with a gold cover, from 
which 2 angels, facing each 

other, with outstretched wings emerge.  I 
will meet and speak with you there, from 
between the angels that are on the Aron.  
Make a table of wood overlaid with gold, 
with poles with which to carry. The Lechem 
Hapanim shall be placed there 
permanently.

The immanence of G-d that is inherent 
in the Mishkan is tempered with excessive 
coverings.  The tablets of the 10 Command-
ments are to be sealed in the Aron, covered 
and hidden in the Holy of Holies.  Never to 
be seen.  That is striking: the very symbol 
of G-d’s communication with mankind, the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

TERUMAH
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

luchot, the tablets are never seen by anyone.  
They are placed in the Aron, with a heavy 
gold cover, never to be seen.  I would have 
taken them, propped them up high on a ped-
estal, displaying them in the most public of 
places.  Yet, the opposite of a public display is 
done.  Place the tablets in the Aron.  Cover it.  
Place the Aron in the Holy of Holies.  Cover 
it with a curtain.  No one sees the Aron in 
the Holy of Holies, certainly not the luchot 
themselves.  Only the Kohen Gadol 1 time 
a year may enter the Holy of Holies.  Only 
1 person per year will ever see the Aron, 
though certainly not the luchot that are in it.

The immanence of G-d in the Mishkan 
is countered with the mystery of transcen-
dence, the inability of man to grasp any 
understanding of Him: symbolized by cov-
ering the very thing that represents His 
intimacy, the tablets of the 10 Command-
ments.  He is close, yet concealed.  Dwelling 
in your midst, yet unattainable.  Present, yet 
imperceptible.

3rd aliya (25:31-26:14) Fashion a 
Menorah from solid gold, deco-
rated with cups, knobs and 

blossoms with 7 lights.  Make it in the form 
you saw at Sinai.  Fashion curtains woven 
of tchelet, purple and red with cherubim.  
These long curtains are to overlay the entire 
Mishkan as both a roof and covering of the 
sides of the building.  They are to be made 
in sections and then joined.  On top of these, 
fashion curtains of goat hair.  And on top of 
that a cover of red ram and tachash skins. 

The Mishkan consists of a building that is 
covered with 3 coverings.  Inside the build-
ing, in the innermost room of the Holy of 
Holies is the Aron, hidden by a curtain.  
Outside this curtain are the Table with 

Your
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amot, in total, along the sides.  One end will 
have 10 amot of these panels. 

The Kohanim were permitted to enter this 
Mishkan.  They would see gold walls and 
peering up would see the colored woven 
curtain with the angel design. 

5th aliya (27:1-8) Make a paro-
chet, a curtain of woven colored 
wool with the design of an 

angel.  This will divide the Holy of Holies 
from the outer area.  The Aron will be in the 
Holy of Holies.  The Table and Menorah will 
be outside of this curtain.  The entrance at 
the opposite end of this building from the 
Holy of Holies shall have a woven curtain as 
its wall.

The Aron was not visible to the Kohanim; 
it is hidden behind a colored woven curtain 
with the angel design.  They would see the 
Menorah and Table with breads as well as 
an incense altar (not yet described).

One could view this as a minimalist home: 
light, food, table.  And the inner private 
place where He dwells.  

This parochet, or curtain, is made of 
colored wool, woven with a pattern of Cher-
ubim or angels.  This same design of wool 
woven with cherubim or angels, is found 3 
times.  The parochet in front of the Holy of 
Holies.  The curtain hanging at the entrance 
to the Mishkan.  And the curtains or drap-
ings that cover the entire Mishkan, visible 
from the inside.  What did these cherubim 
in the design look like?

The cover over the entire Mishkan and the 
Parochet in front of the Holy of Holies had a 
different design on the 2 sides of the curtain.  
On one side was a winged angel that looked 
like an eagle.  The other was a winged angel 
that looked like a lion.  The curtain that hung 

the breads, the Menorah and an altar for 
incense.  (Some of this will be described in 
the ensuing aliyot).   This is all covered on 
top by 3 curtains.  These curtains form the 
roof of the building.  The 1st set of curtains is 
made of colored woven wool with a woven 
design of angels. These multiple curtains 
are draped all the way from the ground on 
one side of the building, up over the top and 
down on the other side, reaching almost all 
the way to the ground.  The 2nd set of draped 
curtains is made of goat hair.  These were 
placed on top of the first, completely cov-
ering them, reaching closer to the ground.  
The beautifully woven 1st set of curtains was 
not seen at all to those on the outside of the 
Mishkan.  They would only be seen by the 
Cohanim who entered the Mishkan.  The 3rd 
set of leather or fur curtains lay on top of the 
black goat hair curtains.

These curtains reinforce the private, 
sequestered, mysterious nature of the 
Mishkan.  

4th aliya (26:15-37) Make panels 
of wood overlaid with gold.  
These will sit in silver sockets.  

The series of gold overlaid panels will be 30 

In loving memory of 
HaRav Dr. Fred S. Heuman z"l

הרב שמשון ב"ר אפרים ז"ל
on his first yahrzeit ג' אדר

Deeply missed by his children:
Varda and Moish Deutsch
Azriel and Chaya Heuman
Sheera and Chaim Shine

Irayah Mordechai
Judy and Bruce Listhaus

grandchildren/great grandchildren
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at the entrance to the Mishkan had only a 
lion angel design on both sides.

6th aliya (27:9-19) Make an altar 
of 5 square amot with horns at 
its corners, overlaid with cop-

per.  All the utensils, the pots, shovels, pans, 
and forks shall be of copper.  Poles of wood 
overlaid with copper are placed in rings to 
carry the altar.

An ama, or cubit, is the length from the 
elbow to your fingertips.  Which would be 
about a foot and a half, or a half meter.  5 
amot would be 7 ½ feet by 7 ½ feet.  This 
altar is quite a bit larger than any of the 
other objects in the Mishkan.  

There are 2 sections to the Mishkan.  The 
inner chamber that is covered with the 3 
coverings.  It houses the Menorah, the Table, 
the Incense Altar and the Holy of Holies with 
the Aron.  In front of this covered chamber 
or building is a large courtyard described in 
the next aliya.  This is where the large altar 
is placed.  While the Mishkan building was 
covered entirely, this altar and courtyard 
area is open to the sky.

7th aliya (27:9-19) 
Make curtains of 
fine white linen for 

the Courtyard surrounding the 
Mishkan.  The curtains shall 
hang from poles.  The Courtyard 
shall be 100 amot long by 50 
amot wide.  The curtain at the 
entrance of the courtyard shall 
be of colorful woven wool.

The white linen curtains could 
give the feeling of clouds, of the 
heavens.  The light of the Meno-
rah and the smoke of the incense 
could evoke the fire and smoke 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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of Mt. Sinai.  And the 2-fold structure, of the 
inner section and the outside section could 
evoke the scene of Mt. Sinai; the people at 
a distance and Moshe closer in.  

As such, the Mishkan is the home of the 
Shechina dwelling in our midst, like its 
descent at Sinai.  And while we are elated 
at the notion of an earthly place of con-
tact between man and G-d, we also recoil 
at His transcendence.  This tension is con-
veyed through the coverings, a symbolic 
way to convey a message of the sublime, 
mysterious, hidden, ineffable experience 
of the Divine contact with the earthly. 

HAFTORAH 
1 MELACHIM 5:26 - 6:13.

This week’s haftorah describes the build-
ing of the Holy Temple under the leadership 
of King Shlomo, echoing this week’s Torah 
portion which describes the construction of 

the Desert Mishkan.
The haftorah discusses the manpower 

that Shlomo recruited for the building of 
the Holy Temple. Also discussed are the 
transportation of the stone, the laying of 
the foundation, as well as the dimensions 
of the Holy Temple.

The haftorah concludes with G-d’s word 
to King Shlomo: “This house which you 
are building, if you walk in My statutes, 
and execute My ordinances, and keep all 
My commandments to walk in them; then 
will I establish My word with you, which I 
spoke to David your father. And I will dwell 
among the children of Israel, and will not 
forsake My people, Israel.” 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

ועשו לי מקדש ושכנתי בתוכם (כה:ח)
“And let them make for Me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them.” (25:8)
The Chofetz Chaim (Rabbi Yisrael Mayer HaCohen 1838-1933) was intrigued how Moshe, as a human 

being, could deal with such a monumental task of building a sanctuary for G-d to dwell in. 
The Psikta Rabati discusses Moshe trembling upon receiving this command and asking “How does mortal 

man construct a structure to house G-d? As King Solomon said in the Book of Kings (8:27) “The Heaven and 
the Heaven of Heavens cannot contain You.” 

G-d, then clarified to Moshe that the Mishkan is not to be built on My scale, but only on a human scale. 
Twenty boards on the north, twenty on the south and eight on the west.

Similarly, Moshe was perturbed when given the mitzvah of the half-shekel. How is it possible for any 
human being to give enough to ransom himself to G-d? How can one fulfill the pasuk (Shemot 30:12) “Every 
man shall give a ransom of his soul”? G-d, once again, reassured Moshe that they only need to give a HALF 
shekel and not a whole one.

We see from the teachings of the Sages that G-d does not demand from us greater than our human capa-
bilities. Everyone must do only that which is within his or her power to accomplish. Divine expectations are 
only according to man’s ability. Shabbat Shalom

 רפואה שלמה 
רינה פייגא בת רבקה

Mazal Tov to
Devora (D.A.) & Dovid Mashbaum  

on the marriage of their son
Shmuel to Shira Zikha of Yitzhar

Special Mazal Tov to the proud grandparents
Fyvie & Rachel Leah Berman
Shalom & Malka Mashbaum
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3 mitzvot; 2 positive, 1 prohibition 
One of the mitzvot asei in the sedra is a su-
per-mitzvah, in that it includes the many 
commands to make all the furnishings of the 
Mikdash. Further, the fulfillment of this mitzvah 
facilitates many others

MITZVOT

STATS

19th of 54 sedras; 7th of 11 in Sh’mot
Written on 154.8 lines in a Torah (43rd) 
9 Parshiyot; 4 open, 5 closed 
96 p’sukim - ranks 38 (9th in Sh’mot) 
1145 words - ranks 45 (10th in Sh’mot) 
4692 letters - ranks 41 (9th in Sh’mot) 
T’ruma is a short sedra with very short p’sukim   
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

Charity
Scholars have long disagreed about what 

distinguishes human beings from the rest 
of the animal world. Some have argued that 
it is man’s intelligence and use of language 
that distinguishes him; hence the term Homo 
Sapiens. Others have maintained that it is the 
fact that he uses tools that makes man distinct 
from other living creatures; hence, the term 
Homo Faber. There have even been those who 
have put forward the opinion that man alone 
of all the rest of the animal species engages in 

play; hence, the term Homo Ludens.
This disagreement is the basis for my 

personal practice of stimulating debate by 
asking groups with whom I interact the 
question, “What distinguishes the Jewish 
people? What makes us unique and differ-
ent from other human groups?”

Here too, a number of opinions abound. 
There are those who will instinctively respond, 
“We are the people of the Book.” By this many 
mean that we are the people who follow the 
ultimate book, the Bible. Others simply mean 
that we are a bookish people, tending to be 
intellectually oriented, and certainly read a 
lot more than most other cultures.

Another response that I have heard when 
I pose the question about what makes the 
Jewish people distinct, is that we alone 
among other faith communities think of 
ourselves as a family, as a mishpacha. I 
always find this response especially gratify-
ing, because it recognizes a feature of our 
people of which we can all be proud. 

There is another answer which I sometimes 
encounter, and that is that the Jewish people 
are a giving people, that it is our generosity 
that distinguishes us from others, that charity 
or tzedakah is our highest value. This point of 
view is emphatically expressed, with a degree 
of irony, in a passage in the Tractate Shekalim 
of the Jerusalem Talmud which reads:

“Rabbi Abba ben Acha said: One can never 
fully understand the character of this nation. 
When they are asked to contribute to the 

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
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Golden Calf, they give. When they are asked to 
contribute to the Holy Tabernacle, they give.”

This can be seen as an indication of indis-
criminate giving, and the Talmud emphasizes 
that it reflects a deeper tendency to be respon-
sive to all appeals for help, often without paying 
sufficient attention to the merits of the cause. 

The first indication of the charitable 
instincts of our people is to be found in this 
week’s Torah portion, Parshat Terumah 
(Exodus 25:1-27:19). In the very first verses 
of this parsha, the Almighty instructs Moses 
to gather gifts from the people in order to 
construct the sanctuary in which He is to 
dwell. He goes so far as to itemize the mate-
rials which will be necessary. The list begins 
with gold and silver and extends to spices 
and incense and precious gems. 

The people respond willingly and 
generously, and establish a precedent of char-
itable giving for all future Jewish generations. 
Indeed, the Talmud in the passage just refer-
enced, insists that the gifts of gold donated to 
the Holy Tabernacle were intended to atone 
for the gifts of gold which were molten into 
what became the Golden Calf. 

This year, and in most calendar years, the 
Torah portion of Terumah is read about a week 
prior to the holiday of Purim. This holiday too 
is all about giving. The very celebration of this 
joyous day consists, as we will read in the book 
of Esther, of “sending gifts to one another and 
presents to the poor.” (Esther 9:22)

There is an interesting contrast, however, 
between the practice of giving on the holiday 
of Purim and the proper strategy for giving 
during the rest of the year. On Purim we must 
not prioritize our gifts. We give to “whomever 
extends his hand.” We are permitted to be 
indiscriminate in our giving, without judging 
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as to who is more needy and who is less so.
But when it comes to the distribution of 

charity during the rest of the year we are 
instructed to be far more careful about 
our practices of giving. It might indeed be 
our ethnic tendency, as the passage in the 
Jerusalem Talmud above suggests, to give 
to idolatrous causes as freely as we give to 
sacred ones. But we must realize that that 
tendency is typically based on impulse, 
on the emotions of the moment, whereas 
proper charitable giving requires planning 
and intelligent thought.

These days there are numerous causes 
which beg for our resources. I hasten to add 
that few, if any, of them are “idolatrous.” Quite 
the contrary, most of them are legitimate 
and even important. But charitable giving, 
according to our rabbis, requires triage; that 
is, careful determination of which causes have 
priority. The rabbis even have set down rules 
for how to make that determination.

The importance of realizing that not all 
charitable causes are of equal merit is well 
illustrated by a homiletic insight which I 
found in a book written by my respected 
colleague, Rabbi Daniel Feldman. The book 
is entitled Divine Footsteps: Chesed and the 
Jewish Soul. I quote:

 “The Vilna Gaon...homiletically 

understood the verse, ‘thou shall not…close 
your hand against your destitute brother’ 
(Deuteronomy 15:7), as an instruction about 
the evaluative responsibility contained 
within the tzedakah imperative. When our 
hand is closed in a fist, all fingers appear to 
be the same size. However, when the hand is 
open, it becomes clear that the fingers are all 
of different length...Appropriate giving will 
always require a judgment call...”

We are often moved by appeals which 
tug at our heartstrings and which prompt 
us to what some have called “emotional giv-
ing.” But all of us, no matter how wealthy 
we are as individuals, and no matter how 
strong our finances are as organizations, 
have limited resources. We must attempt, 
although we can never be absolutely cer-
tain that our judgments are correct, to 
discern the priorities of the moment, and 
to distinguish between urgent overriding 
needs and causes which, despite their may 
great merit, must be lower down on our 
list of priorities, and indeed which may, 
because of the paucity of our resources, 
have to be eliminated from that list entirely.

These are difficult decisions, no doubt, but 
necessary ones. Proper charity must be given 
with an open hand and with an open heart. 
But it must also be given with an open mind.   
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The Gift of 
Giving

It was the first Israelite house of worship, 
the first home Jews made for God. But the 
very idea is fraught with paradox, even 
contradiction. How can you build a house 
for God? He is bigger than anything we can 
imagine, let alone build.

King Solomon made this point when he 
inaugurated another house of God, the 
First Temple: “But will God really dwell 
on earth? The heavens, even the highest 
heaven, cannot contain You. How much 
less this house I have built!” (I Kings 8:27). 
So did Isaiah in the name of God Himself: 
“Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My 
footstool. What house can you build for 
Me? Where will My resting place be?” (Is. 
66:1).

Not only does it seem impossible to build 
a home for God, it should be unnecessary. 
The God of everywhere can be accessed 
anywhere, as readily in the deepest pit as 

on the highest mountain, in a city slum as 
in a palace lined with marble and gold.

The answer, and it is fundamental, is that 
God does not live in buildings. He lives in 
builders. He lives not in structures of stone 
but in the human heart. What the Jew-
ish Sages and mystics pointed was that in 
our parsha God says, “Let them build Me 
a sanctuary that I may dwell in them” (Ex. 
25:8), not “that I may dwell in it.”

Why then did God command the people 
to make a sanctuary at all? The answer 
given by most commentators, and hinted 
at by the Torah itself, is that God gave the 
command specifically after the sin of the 
Golden Calf.

The people made the Calf after Moses 
had been on the mountain for forty days 
to receive the Torah. So long as Moses 
was in their midst, the people knew that 
he communicated with God, and God 
with him, and therefore God was acces-
sible, close. But when Moses was absent 
for nearly six weeks, they panicked. Who 
else could bridge the gap between the peo-
ple and God? How could they hear God’s 
instructions? Through what intermediary 
could they make contact with the Divine 
Presence?

That is why God said to Moses, “Let them 
build Me a sanctuary that I may dwell 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה
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HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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among them.” The key word here is the 
verb sh-ch-n, to dwell. Never before had it 
been used in connection with God. It even-
tually became a keyword of Judaism itself. 
From it came the word Mishkan meaning 
a sanctuary, and Shechinah, the Divine 
Presence.

Central to its meaning is the idea of 
closeness. Shachen in Hebrew means a 
neighbour, the person who lives next door. 
What the Israelites needed - and what God 
gave them - was a way of feeling as close to 
God as to our next-door neighbour.

That is what the patriarchs and matri-
archs had. God spoke to Abraham, Isaac, 
and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca, Rachel, and 
Leah intimately, like a friend. He told Abra-
ham and Sarah that they would have a 
child. He explained to Rebecca why she was 
suffering such acute pain in pregnancy. He 
appeared to Jacob at key moments in his 
life, telling him not to be afraid.

That is not what the Israelites had expe-
rienced until now. They had seen God 
bringing plagues on the Egyptians. They 
had seen Him divide the sea. They had seen 
Him send manna from heaven and water 
from a rock. They had heard His command-
ing voice at Mount Sinai and found it almost 
unbearable. They said to Moses, “Speak to 
us yourself and we will listen. But do not 
have God speak to us or we will die.” God 
had appeared to them as an overwhelm-
ing presence, an irresistible force, a light so 
bright that to look at it makes you blind, a 
voice so strong it makes you go deaf.

So for God to be accessible, not just to 
the pioneers of faith – the patriarchs and 
matriarchs – but to every member of a 
large nation, was a challenge, as it were, for 
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God Himself. He had to do what the Jewish 
mystics called tzimtzum, “contract” Him-
self, screen His light, soften His voice, hide 
His glory within a thick cloud, and allow 
the infinite to take on the dimensions of the 
finite.

But that, as it were, was the easy part. 
The difficult part had nothing to do with 
God and everything to do with us. How do 
we come to sense the presence of God? It 
isn’t difficult to do so standing at the foot of 
Mount Everest or seeing the Grand Canyon. 
You do not have to be very religious, or even 
religious at all, to feel awe in the presence 
of the sublime. The psychologist Abraham 
Maslow, whom we encountered in parshat 
Va’era, spoke about “peak experiences,” 
and saw them as the essence of the spiritual 
encounter.

But how do you feel the presence of God in 
the midst of everyday life? Not from the top 
of Mount Sinai but from the plain beneath? 
Not when it is surrounded by thunder and 
lightning as it was at the great revelation, 
but today, just a day among days?

That is the life-transforming secret of the 
word Terumah. It means “a contribution.” 
God said to Moses: “Tell the Israelites to take 
for Me a contribution. You are to receive the 
contribution for Me from everyone whose 
heart prompts them to give” (Ex. 25:2). 

The best way of encountering God is to 
give. The very act of giving flows from, or 

leads to, the understanding that what we 
give is part of what we were given. It is a way 
of giving thanks, an act of gratitude. That is 
the difference in the human mind between 
the presence of God and the absence of God.

If God is present, it means that what we 
have is His. He created the universe. He 
made us. He gave us life. He breathed into 
us the very air we breathe. All around us 
is the majesty, the plenitude, of God’s gen-
erosity: the light of the sun, the gold of the 
stone, the green of the leaves, the song of the 
birds. This is what we feel reading the great 
creation psalms we recite every day in the 
morning service. The world is God’s art gal-
lery and His masterpieces are everywhere.

When life is a given, you acknowledge this 
by giving back.

But if life is not a given because there is no 
Giver, if the universe came into existence 
only because of a random fluctuation in the 
quantum field, if there is nothing in the uni-
verse that knows we exist, if there is nothing 
to the human body but a string of letters in 
the genetic code, and to the human mind 
but electrical impulses in the brain, if our 
moral convictions are self-serving means of 
self-preservation, and our spiritual aspira-
tions mere delusions, then it is difficult to 
feel gratitude for the gift of life. There is no 
gift if there is no giver. There is only a series 
of meaningless accidents, and it is difficult 
to feel gratitude for an accident.

The Torah therefore tells us something 
simple and practical. Give, and you will 
come to see life as a gift. You don’t need to 
be able to prove God exists. All you need is 
to be thankful that you exist – and the rest 
will follow.

That is how God came to be close to the MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
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Israelites through the building of the Mish-
kan. It wasn’t the quality of the wood and 
metals and drapes. It wasn’t the glitter of 
jewels on the breastplate of the High Priest. 
It wasn’t the beauty of the architecture or 
the smell of the sacrifices. It was the fact 
that it was built out of the gifts of “everyone 
whose heart prompts them to give”. Where 
people give voluntarily to one another and 
to holy causes, that is where the Divine Pres-
ence rests.

Hence the special word that gives its name 
to this our parsha: Terumah. I’ve translated 
it as “a contribution” but it actually has a 
subtly different meaning for which there 
is no simple English equivalent. It means 
“something you lift up” by dedicating it to 
a sacred cause. You lift it up, then it lifts you 
up. The best way of scaling the spiritual 
heights is simply to give in gratitude for the 
fact that you have been given.

God doesn’t live in a house of stone. He 
lives in the hearts of those who give.

Around the Shabbat Table:
 Where do you feel closest to Hashem?
When you give to others, (whether you 

are giving them your time, thought, help, 
or gifts) does it bring you closer to them? 
Why?

Do you think giving to your community 
brings you closer to Hashem in the same 
way as the Israelites’ contribution to the 
Mishkan brought them closer to Hashem?  

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

February 25, 2023
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Motzei Shabbat Terumah
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As our parasha begins detailing 
the construction and function 
of the Mishkan, so our haftarah 

does the same regarding the construc-
tion and function of the Beit Mikdash. 
But upon reading the details of the Mish-
kan, we note how the Torah focuses 
primarily on the vessels of the Mishkan 
and only after completing the descrip-
tion of the various keilim does the Torah 
begin to relate the mitzva of building 
the Mishkan itself. 

The Ramban explains that Hashem’s 
desire was to establish the Mishkan as the 
site of the Sh’china, which explains why 
the Aron, the “place” of G-d’s presence is 
detailed first, followed by the Shulchan 
and the Menorah, set up in the inner 
Kodesh. 

When, however, we read the description 
of the Bet Mikdash in our haftarah (and 
subsequent prakim in Sefer Melakhim),  
we find  that the Menorah, the Shulchan 
and the Mizbe’ach – the “inner” keilim, 
play only minor roles in the description 
of the Mikdash, and even the role of the 
holy Aron seems less important than as 
it’s depicted in our parasha. The com-
mand regarding the Menorah and the 
Shulchan in the Mishkan continues for 
eighteen verses in the Torah while only 
three verses are dedicated to these two 
vessels in Sefer Melakhim. 

HaRav Moshe Lichtenstein suggests that 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

the very heart of the Mishkan is to be found 
in the keilim – the vessels - with the outer 
walls serving as a protective “shell” housing 
them.  In the Mikdash, however, the struc-
ture is what’s central to the Temple while 
the vessels were meant to fill the struc-
ture.  He further points out, how the pillars 
(“amudim”) in the Mishkan, served simply 
to support the structure and hold up the 
curtains - therefore containing no decora-
tive elements. But the two pillars in the Bet 
Mikdash, are described as being adorned 
with capital and decorations. Besides being 
“ornamental”, he argues, the pillars were 
also monumental. Their huge size attested 
to the fact that the building, with its pillars, 
was meant to impress all who visit and to 
fill a symbolic role beyond its functional 
role. These contrasting attitudes toward 
the pillars attest to a significant difference 
between the Mishkan and the Mikdash with 
respect to the purpose of the two buildings.

The Mikdash “grew” from the Mishkan  
and transformed it into a magnificent 
edifice of great dimensions, decorated 
with precious metals, carved walls, 
beautiful decorations, and large and 
numerous vessels. The principle under-
lying the building was splendor and 
majesty, finding expression in the larger 
dimensions, material wealth and struc-
tural decorations.

This all stands in stark contrast to the 
earlier Mishkan which was a temporary 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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structure that could be taken apart; its 
roof was a tent, and its dimensions were 
much more modest. It was an expression 
of a different kind of spiritual experience, 
conveying a feeling of intimacy between 
man and God; its purpose was not to 
broadcast strength and power to the out-
side but to express the warmth of the Man 
–God relationship. We might submit that 
the construction of the Mishkan is better 
understood through its historical context 
as a framework of Israel’s wanderings in 
the wilderness. It emphasized the dimen-
sion of intimacy and closeness to Hashem, 
a necessary spiritual step for that gener-
ation. In effect, the Mishkan highlighted 
the wilderness experience. 

On the other hand, the Mikdash, G-d’s 
“eternal house,” presented spiritual bal-
ances that were not dependent on time 
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or place. Rather, the Temple was meant 
to represent a spiritual vision of strength 
and majesty, an element that was missing 
from the compact and portable Mishkan.

To summarize, the Mishkan conveyed 
intimacy and modesty while the Mikdash 
expressed strength and power; the former 
placed great emphasis on the quality of 
love, while the latter emphasized the 
quality of fear; the former turned inward 
and was directed exclusively to Israel, 
while the latter looked outward to impact 
all of humanity. 

Ultimately, both lay out for us the 
requirements of a place of tefillah: a 
“mishkan” that creates the atmosphere of 
warmth and intimacy with Hashem and a 
“mikdash” that is capable of inspiring the 
proper reverence of His majesty.

We still struggle to reach those goals. 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Child-Like  
Attitude
ֵנ֣י  שְׁ ין֙  ִמבֵּ ּפֶֹ֗רת  ַהכַּ ֵמַע֣ל  ָך֜  ִאתְּ ֨י  ְרתִּ ְוִדבַּ ם֒  שָׁ ְלָך֘  ֣י  ְוֽנוַֹעְדתִּ

ֽאוְֹתָך֖  ֲאַצוֶּ֛ה  ֧ר  ל־ֲאשֶׁ כָּ ֵא֣ת  ֵעֻד֑ת  הָֽ ַעל־ֲאר֣וֹן  ֖ר  ֲאשֶׁ ֻרִב֔ים  ַהכְּ

ל )שמות כה:כב( ָראֵֽ ֵנ֥י ִישְׂ ֶאל־בְּ

I will arrange My meetings with you there, 
and I will speak with you from atop the ark 
cover from between the two keruvim that 
are upon the Ark of the Testimony, all that 
I will command you unto Bnei Yisrael. (She-
mot 25: 22).  

The Pasuk above states that the conduit 
through which Hashem spoke to Moshe 
was the keruvim. These were angelic struc-
tures that rested above the Aron. Rashi 
(shemot 25:18) posits that they had the fea-
tures of a child (דמות פרצוף תינוק להם). What 
can we learn from the fact that these holy 
structures had a childlike appearance?  

Dependence
The Vilna Gaon suggests that this was to 

teach us that just as a child is dependent on 
his/her parents for sustenance, so too we 
are to have unequivocal faith and reliance 
on Hashem. Even King Solomon who was 
one of the wisest men who ever lived, asked 
God for wisdom and did not rely solely on 
his capabilities. 

Curiosity 
Rabbi Shmuel Rozovsky the Rosh Yeshiva 

of Ponovitz offers an important insight. A 

child is curious and seeks to learn about his 
environment. A child absorbs what he/she 
hears and internalizes messages conveyed.  
We ought to mimic this aspect in our reli-
gious observance. The words God transmits 
via the keruvim, the words of the Torah, are 
to be absorbed by us. We are to internalize 
its message. To accept and abide by every 
command. Like a child accepting the words 
of his superiors, we are to accept the laws 
and precepts of the Torah.   

In Parshat Ki Tisa, Yehoshua is referred 
to as a “na’ar” (a youth or “lad”):  

ן-נּון ַנַער, לֹא ָיִמיׁש ִמּתוְֹך ָהאֶֹהל.   ַע בִּ ְרתוֹ ְיהוֹשֻׁ ּוְמשָׁ

His attendant, Yehoshua bin Nun, a lad, 
would not depart from the tent” (Shemot 
33:11). 

Yehoshua was in his late fifties. Why is he 
referred to as a “na’ar” - lad?! Perhaps the 
Torah is seeking to highlight his youthful 
attitude. He shadowed Moshe and served 
him so that he could learn and constantly 
improve. Although he was in his fifties, he 
acted as a child, thirsting for knowledge 
and clinging to his Rebbe.   

It is no coincidence that a great scholar is 
referred to as a  תלמיד חכם – a wise student.   
There is always more to learn. No matter how 
much one has achieved or how many times 

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Resumes March 5 Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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one completed shash, that individual is still 
referred to as a “talmid chacham” – a student, 
who has more knowledge to acquire.  

May we retain this “keruvim” attitude, 
constantly thirsting for knowledge and 
seeking to absorb new material.  In addi-
tion, one should never be afraid to change 
their behavior when revealing that one 
has erred. We seek the truth and should 
do all we can to obtain and observe it. 
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Brunch 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Multiple 
Measurements

Every detail in the Torah serves to direct 
and guide each of us to live higher, more 
meaningful lives.  Therefore, it behooves 
us to understand the particulars of each 
element featured in the Mishkan’s con-
struction. The dimensions specified for the 
consecrated vessels, the Aron, Shulchan and 
Mizbeach, are notably interesting. Some of 
the measurements are in half increments, 
such as the Aron that was 2 ½ x 1 ½ x 1 ½ 
cubits, and some measurements are in 
whole units, such as the Mizbeach, which 
was 5 x 5 x 3 cubits. The measurements of 
Shulchan were in half and whole units; 2 x 
1 x 1 ½. (Shemot 25;10-30, 27; 1) What is the 
significance of the various proportions and 
what can we learn from them?

Rav Dovid Hofstedter in Dorash Dovid 
offers some beautiful lessons based par-
tially on the Kli Yakar’s interpretation. The 
Aron’s measurements are all in fractional 
units. As the repository for the luchot, the 
Aron represents Torah. A person should 
never feel satisfied that his learning is 
complete, he must always yearn to know 
more and broaden his understanding of 
Torah. Yaakov Avinu blessed his grandsons 
to “proliferate like fish” (Bereisheet 48;16). 
The Midrash teaches us that fish possess an 

interesting quality. Although they live in the 
water, they will swim to the surface when 
it rains seeking the drops that fall. Such is 
the thirst that we must strive for to increase 
our knowledge in Torah. Based on this idea, 
Rav Apfel in Mesameach Tzion understands 
the gemara’s discussion on the words of Shir 
Hashirim (6;7), “k’pelach rimon rakatech.” 
Reish Lakish says, “even the empty ones 
amongst the Jewish people are filled with 
mitzvot like a pomegranate.” (Sanhedrin 
37a) How can we be empty if we are filled 
with mitzvot? Rather, the Jewish mindset is 
that we always have empty space to be filled. 
We are always searching for more, continu-
ally yearning to be inspired and filled with 
greater connection to the Divine. 

The Shulchan symbolized material pros-
perity. Its dimensions are in both whole and 
fractional units. Rav Hofstedter explains that 
one must always feel materially whole - sat-
isfied with what he has and appreciative of 
every G-d given gift. However, he cautions, 
the half measurement of the Shulchan’s 
height is to remind us that when we look 
at the needs of others we should never say, 
“this is what that person needs to be content 
with.” Rather, we must extend ourselves to 
fill the needs of others and feel a responsibil-
ity to make them whole. In the words of Rav 
Levi Yitzchak of Berdichev, “Don’t worry 
about the state of someone else’s soul and 
the needs of your body. Worry about the 
needs of someone else’s body and the state 
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of your own soul.”
What do we learn from the measurements 

of the Mizbeach that are all whole units? In 
the realm of atonement and forgiveness one 
should realize that he can always achieve 
completeness and wholeness in Hashem’s 
eyes.

All three of these vessels, the Aron, Shul-
chan, and Mizbeach, were made from atzei 
shittim, acacia wood. Rabbeinu Bechaye 
finds a magnificent homiletic message 
in the word shittim. He notes that it is an 
acronym for all the great blessings that 
emanated from the Mishkan; shalom, tova, 
yeshua, and mechila. Today, we can trans-
form our homes into a mikdash me’at by 
striving towards greatness in Torah living, 
deepening our Torah study, expanding our 
sensitivity to others and becoming a source 
of powerful blessing in the world. 
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Donations made to the  OU Israel are tax deductible
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

Please note the updated 
mailing address for the  

OU Israel Center:
OU Israel

22 Keren Hayesod
POBox 1441

Jerusalem 9101302

Please note advertising  
deadlines thru Purim:

Shabbat, March 3-4 (Tetzave) -  
deadline for ads: Sunday, February 26th

Shabbat , March 10-11 (Ki Tisa) -  
deadline for ads: Wednesday, March 1st

please email or call Ita Rochel
ttads@ouisrael.org/ 02-5609125
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BS″D

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
Noam Homes

JUST LISTED!

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

BS″D

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com

Look for us:
NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

2020 2021

From your friends at
NOAM HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals
 The TOP 10 Real Estate Office in 

Jerusalem for 2020 & 2021
(MADLAN)

HAPPY
Passover

NACHLAOT

Great Investment 
Property,

devided into 3 units!

Beautiful 5 room 
duplex, built to a 
high standard!

Lot with unique villa 
with Apartment 
Complex and 

private garden! 

Authentic 5.5 
room Home with 
character and 

beauty!

MALCHA NACHALAT ACHIM GERMAN COLONY

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
24 Even Sapir St., Jerusalem

058-793-2222
office@noamhomes.com 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

2 studios | 3rd floor out of 4 | 15+18m²  | NIS 1.590.000

2BR |4th floor |45m² built |4m² balcony | NIS 1.910.000

5BR | 180m² built | 160m² garden|NIS 4.950.000

6BR | 165m² built | 70m² garden|NIS 3.390.000

5BR|4 bathrooms|330m² built|500m²  lot | NIS 4.300.000

 Renov. apt split into 2 units, Mahane Yehuda, JLM

Cozy apt full of light, Machane Yehuda, JLM

Welcoming semi-detached home, EFRAT

Fabulous apt with charming yard, MITZPE YERICHO

Private home with stunning view, MITZPE YERICHO

PRICE REDUCED!

הפקות דפוס והוצאה לאור ..

Quality printing of Sifrei Kodesh 
Specialists in hard and soft cover seforim. 

Premium print, binding and cover quality! 

Experienced team offering world class 

customer service and support!

Orders from 300 copies or more. 

Delivery straight to your door!
 beit hadfus st. 30

Jerusalen.Israel

office@yochai-print.com

yochai-print.com

+972-527151736For Hebrew speakers call

972 -527158749+
soon!

FOR SALE 

Private lands in Tabu
Zichron Yaakov / Yavniel for 
160,000 NIS1000m/dunam

035774277/0522867038 
MOSHE KENAN
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

We Carry 
Each Other

Rav Baruch Ber Leibowitz, zt’l, was a 
renown gaon and lamdan. The Rosh Yeshi-
vah of Kamenetz was a talmid muvhak of Reb 
Chaim Brisker, and respected as one of the 
great Torah minds and mechadshim, innova-
tive teachers of the generation. Rav Baruch 
Ber once wondered aloud to his talmidim: 
On what grounds can I expect to gain entry 
into Olam haBa? Will I be rewarded for my 
chidushei Torah in Sefer Birkas Shmuel? No, 
for how insightful will my ideas be relative 
to those of the Tannaim, Amoraim, Rishonim 
and Achronim? 

Will it then be as a reward for my mesirus 
nefesh for Torah and mitzvos? That too is 
unlikely, for many generations of Jews have 
paid the ultimate sacrifice and given their 
lives al Kiddush Hashem.

Turning to his students, Reb Boruch Ber 
opened his heart: “Even if not for my learn-
ing, or for my sacrifice for Mitzvos, what is 
certain is that I will be rewarded for my aha-
vas Yisrael, for I love every Jew, exactly as he 
is. I have never met a Jew in the street and 
not wished them well with all my heart….”

Our sedra details the construction of the 
Mishkan as well as the vessels that are found 
within it. First among them is the Aron, the 

Ark containing the Luchos. Atop the Ark was 
the Kapores, a golden lid upon which rested 
the Keruvim, the Golden Cherubs:
ֵני  ִמשְּׁ אָֹתם  ה  ֲעשֶׂ תַּ ה  ִמְקשָׁ ָזָהב  ֻרִבים  כְּ ַנִים  שְׁ יָת  ְוָעשִׂ

ּפֶרת: ְקצוֹת ַהכַּ

And you shall make two golden Keruvim; 
you shall make them from hammered 

work from the two ends of the Ark’s cover. 
(25:18) 

These childlike angelic figures were fash-
ioned of a single piece of gold. They were 
specifically not to be soldered together, rather 
formed as a miksheh, ‘a hammered out form’ 
from the same source. 
ַכְנֵפיֶהם  בְּ ֽסְֹכִכים  ְלַמְעָלה  ְכָנַפִים  י  ּפְֹרשֵׂ ֻרִבים  ַהכְּ ְוָהיּו 

ֵני  פְּ ִיְהיּו  ּפֶֹרת  ֶאל־ַהכַּ ֶאל־ָאִחיו  ִאיׁש  ּוְפֵניֶהם  ּפֶֹרת  ַעל־ַהכַּ

ֻרִבים:  ַהכְּ

“The Keruvim shall have their wings spread 
upwards, shielding the ark cover with their 
wings, with their faces toward one another; 
[turned] toward the Ark cover shall be the 
faces of the Keruvim.” (25:20)

The gaze of the Keruvim, directed both 
toward the Ark and toward each other, 
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 "ונתתי להם בביתי ובחומתי יד ושם טוב
 מבנים ומבנות שם עולם אתן לו אשר לא יכרת"

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY -  
The Charity Center and Beit Tamhui  

in Beitar Illit need a donor for the building  
of a relatively small amount,  
in exchange for a name to be 

commemorated on the building
For more Details: call:02-5800410

Whatsapp:055-9935556
Email:6515492@gmail.com

Young Israel of Neve Aliza
(250 members), a Modern Orthodox 

congregation located in the  
Ginot Shomron (Neve Aliza) community 

of Karnei Shomron, is seeking a  
part-time Rabbi (paid position). 

Candidates should be capable of 
comfortably communicating in both 
Hebrew and English and work with a 

large range of backgrounds. For details, 
please email: dynamic.rav@gmail.com

Whole Wheat,
Organic Whole 
Spelt, GF Gluten
Free Oat Hand
& Machine.
 

Distributed
throughout

Israel

Hechsharim & to order:
www.MatzaMan.co.il
hillel.leib@MatzaMan.co.il

Please order your Matza today



40     TORAH TIDBITS 1506 /  TERUMAH 5783

represents the essence of a life of Torah. 
Yidishkeit is meant to cultivate in us the 
ability to experience the hashraas haShechi-
nah, the resting of the Divine Presence, but 
precisely in the mode of “their faces turned 
toward one another”. This radiant symbol of 
ahavas Yisrael, of a people looking toward 
each other, rooted in a single soul and 
hammered out and formed from the same 
Source, was situated above the Luchos. Aha-
vas Yisrael crowns the Torah.

Rav Dovid Feinstein, zt’l, insisted: “When Yid-
den get up after learning a sugya, they should 
be more compassionate, kinder, and with more 
room in their heart for others. If that doesn’t 
happen, then they didn’t really learn it, and 
they should sit down and learn it again.”  
ִית  ָזָהב ָטהוֹר ִמבַּ יָת אֹתוֹ  ים… ְוִצפִּ טִּ  ְוָעשּׂו ֲארוֹן ֲעֵצי שִׁ

יָת ָעָליו ֵזר ָזָהב ָסִביב:  ּנּו ְוָעשִׂ ַצפֶּ ּוִמחּוץ תְּ

They shall make an ark of acacia wood… 
Overlay it with pure gold inside and out and 
make upon it a gold molding surrounding it. 
(25:10-11)

While other vessels in the Mishkan were con-
structed of solid gold, the Ark was constructed 
of acacia wood and only plated with gold. This 
would seem to diminish the honor of the Torah 
that rested within it. However, during the trav-
els of Bnei Yisrael in the Desert, the Levi’im 
had the privilege and responsibility to carry 
the heavy Aron. Chizkuni suggests that the 
instruction to make the Ark out of wood lightly 
plated with gold shows deliberate sensitivity to 
the Leviim. And this provides a lesson for all of 
us in how to live a Torah life. It is a reminder 
that the goal of Torah is expressed when we 
alleviate the physical, emotional or spiritual 
burdens of our fellow. 

There are times where living a Torah obser-
vant life can feel heavy, and carrying the 

zechus of mitzvos not always easy. Yet Kavod 
haTorah is enhanced when we turn toward 
our fellow, cover them with our wings of love, 
and lighten their load with our friendship. 
And this is part of the goal of Creation itself, 
as Rabbeinu Bachya comments: “The attri-
bute of kindness pervades all of existence in 
its eternity, the heavenly realms and the lower 
realms, and these realms have no possibility 
of continued being without it; everything 
needs kindness and kindness has no end or 
boundary (Kisvei Rabbeinu Bachya, p. 327).

The construction of the Mishkan and its 
vessels gives us models of how to ‘carry’ the 
Torah as individuals and as a community, 
and to grow closer to Hashem and each other. 
May we internalize these lessons in kindness, 
and may the Shechinah dwell within all of us, 
together — v’shochanti b’tocham: “And I will 
dwell in them.” 

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
golanechasim@gmail.com

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

BAKA: 4 room apartment, 82m, storage, elevator, needs 
renovation 2,950,000NIS
KATAMON: new project, 2-3 room apartments, starting 
from 1,750,000NIS 
4-5 room apartments starting from 3,200,000NIS
All apartments are fully accessible with parking and storage
RECHAVIA: 4-room apartment, 92m,  Sukka balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, fully accessible, private parking, storage 
4,400,000NIS
BAKA: 5-room garden apartment, 140m, master suite, 
private parking, storage, full of light and airy, nice garden, 
5,250,000NIS
OLD KATAMON: Spacious new 5-room penthouse, 
155m, terrace overlooking a great panoramic view, 
underfloor heating, full of light, Shabat elevator, 2 parking 
spots, rental unit, asking price 9,000,000NIS
THE GREEK COLONY: charming 3-room apartment on 
"Dmei Mafteach" (tenancy protected for life) full of light and 
good energy, 74m, high ceilings, balcony, 1,400,000 NIS
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FROM MISHNA TO HALACHA

OR ON VIDEO

ON ZOOM SUNDAYS
MARCH 5, 12, 19  

WITH
RABBANIT
LEAH SARNA

FOR MORE INFO HADRAN.ORG.IL/COURSES Free course, registration is required
Open to women and men

GET A BACKSTAGE VIEW OF GEMARA IN
HADRAN'S 

NO BACKGROUND REQUIRED

PART II
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represents the essence of a life of Torah. 
Yidishkeit is meant to cultivate in us the 
ability to experience the hashraas haShechi-
nah, the resting of the Divine Presence, but 
precisely in the mode of “their faces turned 
toward one another”. This radiant symbol of 
ahavas Yisrael, of a people looking toward 
each other, rooted in a single soul and 
hammered out and formed from the same 
Source, was situated above the Luchos. Aha-
vas Yisrael crowns the Torah.

Rav Dovid Feinstein, zt’l, insisted: “When Yid-
den get up after learning a sugya, they should 
be more compassionate, kinder, and with more 
room in their heart for others. If that doesn’t 
happen, then they didn’t really learn it, and 
they should sit down and learn it again.”  
ִית  ָזָהב ָטהוֹר ִמבַּ יָת אֹתוֹ  ים… ְוִצפִּ טִּ  ְוָעשּׂו ֲארוֹן ֲעֵצי שִׁ

יָת ָעָליו ֵזר ָזָהב ָסִביב:  ּנּו ְוָעשִׂ ַצפֶּ ּוִמחּוץ תְּ

They shall make an ark of acacia wood… 
Overlay it with pure gold inside and out and 
make upon it a gold molding surrounding it. 
(25:10-11)

While other vessels in the Mishkan were con-
structed of solid gold, the Ark was constructed 
of acacia wood and only plated with gold. This 
would seem to diminish the honor of the Torah 
that rested within it. However, during the trav-
els of Bnei Yisrael in the Desert, the Levi’im 
had the privilege and responsibility to carry 
the heavy Aron. Chizkuni suggests that the 
instruction to make the Ark out of wood lightly 
plated with gold shows deliberate sensitivity to 
the Leviim. And this provides a lesson for all of 
us in how to live a Torah life. It is a reminder 
that the goal of Torah is expressed when we 
alleviate the physical, emotional or spiritual 
burdens of our fellow. 

There are times where living a Torah obser-
vant life can feel heavy, and carrying the 

zechus of mitzvos not always easy. Yet Kavod 
haTorah is enhanced when we turn toward 
our fellow, cover them with our wings of love, 
and lighten their load with our friendship. 
And this is part of the goal of Creation itself, 
as Rabbeinu Bachya comments: “The attri-
bute of kindness pervades all of existence in 
its eternity, the heavenly realms and the lower 
realms, and these realms have no possibility 
of continued being without it; everything 
needs kindness and kindness has no end or 
boundary (Kisvei Rabbeinu Bachya, p. 327).

The construction of the Mishkan and its 
vessels gives us models of how to ‘carry’ the 
Torah as individuals and as a community, 
and to grow closer to Hashem and each other. 
May we internalize these lessons in kindness, 
and may the Shechinah dwell within all of us, 
together — v’shochanti b’tocham: “And I will 
dwell in them.” 

YOUR ALIYAH FLIGHT

FACILITATE • CELEBRATE • ADVOCATE • EDUCATE

WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO BUILD A STRONGER ISRAEL THROUGH ALIYAH

Got Aliyah questions?  
We've got answers!

*3680
answers@nbn.org.il
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OOTTHHEERR  OOPPTTIIOONNSS  RRAAMMAATT  BBEEIITT  SSHHEEMMEESSHH  II  JJEERRUUSSAALLEEMM  II  AASSHHDDOODD  II  AASSHHKKEELLOONN  II  RRAANNAANNAA  II  
TTIIBBEERRIIAASS  II  TTZZFFAATT  II  MMOODDIIIINN  II  TTEELL  AAVVIIVV  II  CCEEAASSAARREEAA  II  CCYYPPRRUUSS  AANNDD  MMOORREE  

TToovviiyyaahh 005500  444466  99551155    
DDaanniieell  005533  444444  00992288    
SSaarraa    005544  445566  99999988  
LLaarraa  005588  666611  11996688  

YYeehhuuddaa  005522  556644  00113300    
DDeebbbbiiee  005588  332222  99885588
HHiilllleell  005533  442255  44444499    

GUIDING YOU EVERY 
STEP OF THE WAY

HELPING YOU SECURE 
YOUR FUTURE 

IN ISRAEL WITH 
PROPERTY OWNERSHIP 

AND INVESTMENT

Quality Living 
Panoramic Views high 

level finishes from 
2,565,000 NIS =

4 Luxury Towers in 
The heart of city 3 

Rooms From Early 2 
Millions NIS

ASHKELON PROJECTS 

JERUSALEM PROJECTS 

TTeell//WWhhaattssAApppp  IILL  ++997722  5500  444466  99551155    ||  OOffffiiccee  ++997722  22  556688  66557788
wwwwww..iissrraaeell--pprrooppeerrttiieess..ccoomm    ||    ttoovviiyyaahh@@iissrraaeell--pprrooppeerrttiieess..ccoomm

3 Luxury Towers  
Walk to Beach & Sea 
View options 4 rooms 

from 2,385,000 NIS

NETANYA PROJECTS 

Walk to Beach & 
Sea Views  Close to 
Light Rail 4 Rooms 
from 3,875,000 NIS

BAT YAM PROJECTS 

High standard 3,4,5 
room options large 

balconies from 
3,585,000 NIS  =

RANANA PROJECTS 

High demand Valley 
or Park views 4,5 

rooms  from 
2,485,000NIS  =

NEVE SHAMIR PROJECTS 

Register and pay for THE WORLD PREMIERE OF THIS FILM before we are sold out! 

ABARBANEL – A MAN OF MANY WORLDS  
     SUNDAY EVENING, APRIL 16, 8:00 PM 

                                              in the  Pelech Girls school – 31 Yehuda St., Baka 
  but ONLY by prior registration and payment   

Cost: 100 NIS per person 
If you register before Pesach, (April 5) you’ll receive a Destiny gift worth 100 NIS!  

Limited seating. (Price of the film ticket increases after Pesach [April 5] to 180 NIS per ticket!) 
----------------------------------------------- 

If you cannot be in Jerusalem the night of the Premiere, you can still see the film in your home  
on Sunday evening April 23 at 8 PM ON ZOOM (exactly one week later)  --  100 NIS on Zoom per family 

 
BECOME A DESTINY SPONSOR OF THE PREMIER AND SUPPORT RABBI WEIN & DESTINY 

 best seats, light dinner and meet with Rabbi Wein before the film 500 NIS per couple  
For questions, sign up forms, information, payment, email Shira at  abarbanelmovie@gmail.com or WhatsApp 0547-54-36-18 

 
 SHAVUOT RETREAT    iinn tthhee  mmaaggnniiffiicceenntt  ,,  mmoosstt  KKoosshheerr  ((RRaabbbbii  RRuubbiinn  mmeeaatt))      LLAAVVII  HHOOTTEELL 

FEATURING RABBI BEREL WEIN AS SCHOLAR IN RESIDENCE (& additional Rabbis) 
 

Five days and Four Nights, Wednesday, May 24 through Sunday, May 28 
(Shavuot begins Thursday night) 

PRIVATE DINING ROOM, BUFFET & FOR DESTINY GUESTS 
 

Seven Lectures & Shiurim by Rabbi Wein    Full board throughout, outstanding cuisine of highest Kashrut Standard (Rav Rubin)      
All night English Shavuot Program with Rabbi Wein & the other Rabbis, with refreshments      Total Torah atmosphere in the 

hotel, Lavi’s well-known unique hospitality     Indoor heated pool,     Dry sauna for sitting and lying down, Fitness room, 
aerobic and strength machines (all with separate and family hours)     Children’s Pool, children’s playroom, program for children 

(if sufficient registration)    Horseback riding on premises, Get to see milking of cows daily and on Shabbat    Optional 
Thursday bus tour to unique sites in the area (extra fee)    Every room with five-star amenities including coffer maker, 

refrigerator, safe, etc.    Full program on Chol, and also on Shabbat and Chag, (before & after) Jewish and Hollywood films     
Optional private bus from and to Jerusalem for the group (extra fee) (Hashgacha Mehadrin Rabbanut Galil Tachton) 

 
EARLY-BIRD DISCOUNT for those paying in full before (1st day of) Pesach FREE TIYUL or FREE Bus to & from hotel  (580 NIS equivalent)) 

FREE BUS or  
      For registration forms, prices and all questions, call Nachum Amsel at 0522-52-00-31 or write to nachum@jewishdestiny.com 
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Earlier this week we commemo-
rated Rosh Chodesh Adar. Chazal 
teach us in Masechet Taanit- Mish-

enichnas Adar, Marbin Bisimcha- As we 
enter the month of Adar, our joy increases. 
With the onset of Chodesh Adar, we begin 
to look ahead with excitement and antici-
pation for the great day of Purim.

There is a perplexing statement in the 
Tikunei Zohar, regarding the very nature 
of the holiday of Purim:

Yom HaKippurim (The day of atonements) 
should rather be understood as Yom K’Pu-
rim-a day like Purim…”

How exactly are we to understand this 
statement? Seemingly there is some mys-
tical connection or parallel to be drawn 
between the sacred day of Yom Kippur, and 
the day of Purim, which most of us associ-
ate with utter joy and salvation.

 Reb Yisroel Friedman, the Rebbe of 
Rhuzyn zy’a, explained that if Yom Kippur 
is a day K’Puirm,  it must mean that Yom 
Kippur is being likened to a day of even 
more significance, it is a day similar to the 
more significant day of Purim. 

The Netivot Shalom, the Slonimer 
Rebbe zy’a,  suggests, based on this insight 
of the Rebbe of Rhuzyn, that if Yom Kippur is 

the culmination of the Aseret Yimei Teshuva, 
which serves as a period of preparation 
for the awesome day of Yom Kippur, then 
surely Purim must also require several days 
of preparation, hence:Mishenichnas Adar, 
Marbin Bisimcha-As we enter the month of 
Adar, our joy increases. With the onset of 
Chodesh Adar, we begin to  prepare spir-
itually as we look ahead with excitement 
and anticipation for the great day of Purim.

One Purim, the Bnai Yissascher, Reb Zvi 
Elimelech of Dinov, zy’a, stood up at his 
seuda and announced- Rabosai-lets go to our 
horses and carriages and blot out Amalek.

The Chasidim were shocked-had the 
Rebbe become so intoxicated that he 
intended to commit an act of violence?

The Rebbe and his chasidim, boarded 
their carriages, and rode to the next town, 
where they arrived at a local tavern full of 
Polish peasants, who like Amalek of ancient 
times, certainly had no great love for the 
Jewish People. As the Rebbe and the chasi-
dim entered the tavern, the music suddenly 
ceased, and all eyes turned toward the 
Rebbe. The room was suddenly silent. 

The Rebbe extended his hand to one of 
the peasants, who slowly, reluctantly took 
the Rebbe’s hand, and together they slowly 
began to dance. The musicians began to play 
once again, and within minutes all those 
assembled, chasidim and peasants alike had 
joined hands to dance with one another.

What can this story come to teach us 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

This week:  
Several sick 
individuals need 
urgent help with 
medicines not 
covered by Kupat Cholim.
• Checks: Make out to “Yesh Ezra”  

Send to: Yesh Ezra, POB 36156, 
Romema, Jerusalem

• Bank Transfer: Bank Mercantile (17), 
Branch 642, A/C 79747843, Yesh Ezra

To obtain your tax benefit receipt, send 
details by Whatsapp/email.
• Credit card by phone:

 Sara at 077-820-0196  
(Sun-Thu. 10:00am-3:00pm)

• Website: www.yeshezra.org  
Click on “Donate Now”

Inquiries: Menachem Persoff  
050-570-1067  
menpmp@gmail.com

about the mitzva to destroy Amalek? How do 
we understand this story of building unity, 
of breaking down stereotypes as somehow 
being representative of the mitzva of blot-
ting out Amalek from the world?

Reb Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, the 
Kedushat Levi, zy’a, explains based on 
the teaching from the Zohar, that each 
and every human being is an Olam Katan, 
microcosmic world. Whatever exists in 
the physical world, explains the Rebbe, 
also exists metaphysically within the inner 
microcosmic world of each of us as human 
beings. If there is a metziut  of Amalek, of 
evil which we must work to wipe out in 
the physical world, so too we must strive to 
overcome the yetzer hara- the proverbial  
metziut of Amalek which exists within each 
one of us.

During these days of Adar as we begin to 
prepare ourselves for the awesome day of 
Purim, we are reminded of the sacred task of 
breaking down barriers, of coming together 
as one, of repairing relationships, and bring-
ing simcha and achdut to the world. 

Yehi Ratzon, may we merit to take to 
heart these two powerful messages from 
the Bnai Yissascher and Kedushat Levi, and 
truly celebrate with great harmony in these 
sacred days ahead. 

Dr. Yirmiyahu Barron, MD
Internal Medicine and Geriatrics

Certified Specialist in the US and Israel
Former faculty member,  

Johns Hopkins University
Adult Medical or Geriatric  

HOME VISITS
058-323-1966

dr.ybarron@gmail.com
(Not Kupat Cholim Leumit)
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Are 
Charedim 
and Zionists 
Both Right?

Will the final Beit Hamikdash be fash-
ioned by Hashem in heaven or assembled 
on earth by humans? The gemara in Bava 
Kamah (60b) records Hashem’s promise 
to personally rebuild the Mikdash which 
He himself wrecked. Based on this divine 
promise, Tosafot in Shavuot (15b) claim 
that the final Mikdash will be supernatu-
rally constructed in Heaven. 

A different gemara in Ketubot (5a) 
extols the handiwork of the righteous as 
surpassing the works of heaven. Hash-
em’s creations are formed with only “one 
hand” whereas the final Mikdash, built by 
the righteous, is described as being built 
by “two hands”. Based upon this gemara, 
many, including Rashi conclude that the 
third Mikdash will be built by humans. 

Some suggest that these two versions 
represent two different historical options. 
If we are deserving, we benefit from a 
superior celestial Mikdash, but if we fall 
short of redemptive expectations we will 
have to suffice with a human product. Sev-
eral gemarot and midrashim condition the 

quality and pace of our geulah upon our 
conduct. Perhaps these two different mod-
els of the final Mikdash as well, represent 
the ideal option of a heavenly Mikdash, 
alongside a backup plan of a human edifice 
if we are less deserving. 

It certainly doesn’t sound that way from 
the Rambam’s description. He lists one 
of the tasks of Mashiach as rebuilding 
the third Mikdash, never implying that a 
divine construction would be a preferable 
option. Apparently, the Rambam viewed 
a human-crafted Mikdash as the ideal 
option, whereas Tosfot argued that a divine 
construction would be ideal.

Two Models of Geulah
This debate about the construction of the 

final Mikdash represents a more general 
debate about the ideal method of redemp-
tion. Some believe that redemption should 
be purely divine, without human participa-
tion. Humans cannot perfect this broken 
world, and we should wait patiently and 
piously for Hashem to re landscape our 
reality in a way that only He can. Redemp-
tion driven solely by Hashem isn’t just 
more outstanding, it is more transparently 
divine. Devoid of any human participation, 
a purely divine redemption displays the 
hand of Hashem for all. Hashem isn’t veiled 
or concealed by nature, history or humans. 
His presence becomes unmistakable to all. 

Others believe that Hashem desires 
human partners to jointly remodel history.  
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The redemption of history and of human 
failure must stream through human expe-
rience and human events. Even though the 
hand of Hashem is less obvious, it will be 
more integrated with history. 

This is the great modern debate which our 
people currently face. Is geulah meant to 
be a partnership, in which a nation chosen 
by Hashem reawakens after 2000 years of 
hibernation to assume their ancestral her-
itage, rebuild their ruptured relationship 
with Hashem and jointly rebuild history? 
Or, is geulah meant to be an unaccompa-
nied divine solo, in which Hashem appears 
on an empty stage, reconstituting a perfect 
world through a divine process untainted 
by imperfect human efforts?

Are Both Models Correct ?
Can both positions be correct? Can 

Hashem craft a multilayered process of 
redemption, which contains both human 
elements and divine authorship? Can 
Hashem craft a redemptive experience 
which is so complex and possesses so 
many different tiers, that different people 
or groups of people experience redemption 
completely differently? Can there be more 
than one correct redemptive narrative. Can 
Hashem create a super narrative which is 
so broad that different people legitimately 
read it and experience it differently and 
even inversely from one another? 

Multiple Truths to Torah 
We certainly embrace the concept of 

multiple truths regarding Hashem's Torah. 
We do not believe that Hashem delivered 
one exclusive truth at Sinai. Though cer-
tain Torah facts are inalienable, obviously, 
others are more open to interpretation 
and debate. Disagreements in gemara 
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are not caused by the deterioration of our 
masorah or by our forgetting the one posi-
tion Hashem instructed at Sinai. Instead, 
Hashem delivered multiple truths which 
to us seem contradictory, but to Him are 
perfectly reconcilable. 

At Har Sinai Hashem presented Moshe 
with a particular halachic complexity, 
instructing him that the item in question 
was both forbidden and permissible. As 
binary humans we can't imagine it as both, 
but Hashem isn’t binary and can encompass 
opposing realities. For us it is either day or 
night, but to Hashem it is both day and night 
 יוצר אור ובורא חושך עושה שלום ובורא את הכל –

Hashem taught Moshe each of these oppos-
ing truths and throughout the generations 
different people grasped one, but not both, of 
these truths. However, each position reflects 
part of the larger truth of Hashem's will. 

Regarding halachic behavior we are 
forced to implement one and only one 
truth, since human experience is binary. 
We are either allowed to eat the item or 
forbidden from eating it. However, regard-
ing the theoretical pursuit of Hashem's 
infinite knowledge, we embrace each of 
these opposing opinions as divine truth. 
As Neils Bohr, the Danish physicist claimed 
“The opposite of a correct statement is a 

false statement. But the opposite of a pro-
found truth may well be another profound 
truth.” Hashem doesn’t deal in binary true 
and false, but in multiple profound truths. 
Torah is certainly a divine text into which 
multiple and even opposing truths are 
woven. No human being can see the total-
ity, and everyone just perceives their small 
fragment of the sweeping truth of Hashem. 

If Hashem is capable of developing a 
multi-tiered logical system, isn’t He also 
capable of authoring a multi-tiered histor-
ical process of redemption? Can Hashem 
create a Mikdash which is built through 
both divine assembly as well as through 
human initiative, enabling different people 
to interpret it differently. Some ignore the 
human element, viewing it as irrelevant 
or even degrading, whereas others prefer 
to discover the hidden hand of Hashem 
streaming through human history and 
human politics. Just as in the Talmudic 
universe we view each opposing position 
as co-legitimate, can we apply the same 
doctrine to the differing narratives sur-
rounding our final redemption?

Two Narratives at the Sea  
We already have a precedent for multiple 

narratives of redemption. At keriyat Yam 
Suf two different narratives unfolded. The 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com
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midrash documents a dispute between the 
tribes of Binyamin and Yehuda about who 
would be the first to enter the sea. The debate 
became so fiery that people of Yehuda stoned 
members of Binyamin. The dispute wasn’t an 
egotistical competition for “first place” at the 
sea, but rather, an ideological debate about 
how this ocean miracle would unfold. 

The Netziv asserts that the tribes of 
Binyamin and Yehuda carried different 
expectations for this redemptive miracle. 
Yehuda preferred to wait for a more natu-
ral splitting of the sea. A strong wind had 
been gusting all night and could eventually 
stiffen the water or even split it. Obviously, 
Hashem was driving this windstorm, but it 
appeared as a natural event. Yehuda pre-
ferred a partially concealed miracle or a נס 
 which was tethered to Nature rather נסתר
than apart from her. They preferred to wait 
before entering the sea. 

The members of Binyamin had a totally 
different idea about keriyat Yam Suf, pre-
ferring an overpowering supernatural 
event unaided by any natural force or 
any human facade. They preferred to be 
redeemed solely by the hand of Hashem, 
unaided by Nature. They voted to jump into 
the roaring sea and rely upon Hashem’s 
dramatic miracle. The Midrash concludes 

that Hashem recognized the legitimacy of 
each tribes’ position and rewarded each for 
their valor and redemptive faith. 

Is Our Geulah a Double Narrative?
Are we experiencing a similar phenom-

enon as we near our final redemption? 
Has Hashem created a complex redemp-
tive process, divinely authored, but also 
incorporating human investment? Does he 
allow different people or different groups 
of people to interpret this process differ-
ently? Does He desire this dual narrative?

Some legitimately interpret this redemp-
tive narrative as exclusive of any human 
initiative, and instead wait for a more 
splendid divine process untainted by 
human efforts. Alternatively, some view 
redemption evolutionarily, as a process 
driven by humans, which streams through 
human experiences and human politics. 

Isn’t redemption just another “sugya” 
which yields multiple truths. Hashem 
created a tapestry of geulah which can be 
viewed from different angles. Maybe it is 
time to appreciate that our truth isn’t the 
only truth. It can’t be when we face the 
divine truth and the enormity of the divine 
mystery. 

Nothing is more mysterious than 
redemption. 
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REBBETZIN DR. ADINA
SHMIDMAN

This week’s Haftorah and Parsha 
seem to have an obvious connec-
tion - both discuss the building of 

a physical space for Hashem amidst the 
Jewish people. And yet, there appear to 
be significant differences worth noting.  
The fundraising approach for the Mish-
kan was based on the people’s generous 
giving of their resources, of their own 
accord. By contrast, in regards to the Beit 
HaMikdash, Shlomo HaMelach taxed the 
people to raise money for the building 
campaign. 

Another difference was that the people 
donated their time for the Mishkan proj-
ect while Shlomo HaMelach hired artisans 
to construct the Beit HaMikdash.  These 
differences seem to suggest that there 
was a level of buy-in and positive spirit 
when it came to the Mishkan construc-
tion while the people had to be pressured 
and directed when it came to building the 
Beit HaMikdash.  If this is the case, why is 
it that we yearn for the Beit HaMikdash?  

Maybe we should be aiming to return to 
the Mishkan.  

Perhaps what Shlomo HaMelach was 
instructing the people when he launched 
the Beit HaMikdash project was that as an 
established community, there are certain 
obligations and structures that need to be 
in place for a community to function well.  
Spontaneous behavior might work for a 
“start-up nation” in its nascent stage but 
as a nation matures, there are needs to be 
met and one can’t rely on spontaneous gen-
erosity. Communal responsibilities are the 
obligation of each person in a defined and 
expected manner.  A community built on 
these values creates a permanent home for 
Hashem rather than a temporary dwelling, 
a home that we hope to return to speedily 
in our day. 

Rebbetzin Dr. Adina Shmidman is the found-
ing director of the Orthodox Union Women’s 
Initiative and the rebbetzin of the Lower 
Merion Synagogue in Bala Cynwyd, PA.
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

The Mitzvot 
That Ground Us

“‘Any person that does not have land in his 
possession is not a person…’ (Yevamot 63a), 
the same can be said in regard to our spiritual 
standing - namely, ‘mitzvot that are dependent 
on the Land’ are a spiritual acquisition, which 
is foundational to the nation of Israel as a 
whole, and also to the sanctity of its notable 
individuals, they (i.e. the “mitzvot dependent 
on the Land”) are comparable to the stature of 
‘land which makes the man,’ and ‘the mitzvot 
that are not dependent on the land’ are [com-
parable to] movable items, which are acquired 
merely on account of [ownership of] the land.’ 
(Eretz Chefetz 3:2)

In the above excerpt Rav Kook makes the 
assertion that mitzvot hatelyot ba’aretz (‘mitz-
vot dependent on the Land’) are the most 
central or fundamental. The other mitzvot - 
those ‘not contingent on the Land’ - should be 
viewed as being merely ancillary. 

How can we possibly substantiate the 
assertion that the small subsection of mitz-
vot - mitzvot hateluyot baaretz - be deemed 
to be the most ‘foundational to the nation of 
Israel’?

It is noteworthy that Rav Kook was not 
the first to make this daring declaration. We 
find the Maharal of Prague making a similar 
assertion: “The majority of the mitzvot of the 

Torah are dependent on the Land of Israel” 
(Gur Aryeh 1:2). The Maharal then cites the 
following three examples:Terumot, Ma’asrot, 
and building the Beit HaMikdash. 

An obvious question arises regarding this 
assertion:These three examples clearly are 
not the majority of mitzvot. How then can 
the Maharal, and Rav Kook as well, aver that 
‘’mitzvot dependent on the Land” are repre-
sentative of the bulk of mitzvot? 

Perhaps the Maharal and Rav Kook are 
suggesting that mitzvot hateluyot be’aretz 
represent the majority - not in quantity - but 
in quality.

A prime example of this notion is the 
rebuilding of the Temple which can only be 
realized in the Land embodies the most lofty 
vision of the nation of Israel. Namely, with 
its rebuilding, the knowledge of God will be 
known to the nation of Israel and to the world 
as a whole. In a word, the ambition to make 
a residence on this earth for the Divine is an 
underlying objective of the Torah.

Our Ultimate Vision: The Beit 
Hamikdash

Concerning the exalted vision of the Beit 
Hamikdash being re-established in the Holy 
City, Rav Kook writes: 

“The Beit Hamikdash is the foundation 
of the ancient religious practice, which 
will forever be new, which dealt a death-
blow to idolatry and all its abominations 
and gave humanity a sublime, pure basis 
for spiritual life, from which went out light 
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and freedom that increasingly develop 
in human history…There is no end to the 
joyous song that will break out in all the 
world as it awakens to this exalted sight: 
the renewal of the original antiquity of the 
source of divine song that is in Israel at its 
mightiest…All will rejoice in this enlight-
ened, natural spectacle, precisely as it is, 
with all the innocence of its antiquity. Only 
then does it reveal its full spectrum of col-
ors, spreading then in Israel and to greater 
humanity” (Orot, Hatechiya 5, Naor trans-
lation, pp. 160-161).

Rav Kook teaches that building the Tem-
ple embodies not only the construction of a 
physical structure but building a new world 
order. This is the Jewish people’s most noble 
mission. Namely, to announce that God’s 
light fills the world and that His presence be 
more directly discerned to all humanity. 

A gift from the Shalva SHOP is a gift of love to your 
loved ones and hope for adults with disabilities who 
package the gifts in Shalva's Creative Workshop.

Meaningful Meaningful 
Mishloach ManotMishloach Manot
Purim gift packages in all sizes and prices 

 shop.shalva.org   052-4011238 shop@shalva.org 050-8152916 ידידה

 

One person’s trash is another 
person’s treasure… 

We buy gold, silver, coins, Judaica, 
old sifrei kodesh, banknotes, 
medals, collectables, antiques, 
sports memorabilia and more. 

 
Ran: 054-5561223 

ISRAVILLA IS AVAILABLE  
FOR PESACH.

ACCOMMODATES 50+, 
HEATED POOL,  

TOTALLY SECLUDED QUIET 
EXPANSIVE ESTATE. 

ISRAVILLA.COM
(for guest feedback, see Google Maps Isravilla)



56     TORAH TIDBITS 1506 /  TERUMAH 5783

Shabbos Bistro
Premium delicious shabbes meals

Openning hours:
Thursday  12 pm-2 am
Friday 8 am-3 pm

     02-9964469 |     054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, February 20th - Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur  
was sponsored by Hillel Goldscheider in memory of  
Rav Tzvi Aryeh ben Avraham a”l - yahrzeit, 4 Adar

Tuesday February 21st - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles’  
Rosh Chodesh Shiur was sponsored by Rachel Schwartz in memory 

of her mother,  Yona  Viesfeld יונה ויספלד bat Yechiel a”h.  
Her yahrzeit is (יג באדר )תענית אסתר

Sunday, February 26th - All learning today  
is sponsored by the Friedman Family in loving memory of  

Yosef Avraham ben Isaiah z”l on his yahrzeit - 4 Adar 

Rabbi Goldscheider’s shiur  
has been sponsored for the 2023 Academic Year 

לעילו נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע’’ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז’’ל

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic 
year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of their parents, 

 Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus z”l -   
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל 

Rosi and Ernest Strauss z”l -    
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Tuesday Shiur - Minchat Chinuch is sponsored 
for the academic year 2023 by Rabbi Refoel & Sharon Auman  

in memory of their parents Edith & Reiner Auman z”l 
יונה בן צדוק ז”ל ואסתר ע”ה בת רפאל הי”ד

and their son Rabbi Shmuel Eliyahu Auman z”l 
הרב שמואל אליהו ז”ל בן הרב רפאל נ”י

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2023 academic year by  
Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts  

Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur  
has been sponsored for the 2023 academic year  

 לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת ברנדית ע’’ה וזליג בן קלמן ז’’ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana
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Eliana Hirsch
Campus:  
OU-JLIC/Bar Ilan
Hometown: West 
Hempstead, NY

Parshat Terumah, in accordance with 
its name, speaks about Bnei Yisrael’s 
donations to the building of the Mishkan. 
Hashem commanded Moshe to speak to 
Bnei Yisrael, “and they will take for me a 
donation from every person whose heart 
is so moved (25:2).” I found the phrasing of 
this request to be quite intriguing. Hashem 
could have commanded Moshe to collect 
donations for the Mishkan and allocate a 
certain sum for every individual depend-
ing on their economic status; however, 
Hashem gives over complete responsibility 
to Moshe and the klal. 

Sforno explains that “from every per-
son” does not have the same connotation 
as does the general principle of tzedakah, 
where someone pledges a certain amount 
or gives what he can afford (within rea-
son); this is a unique request that requires 
each person to decide for themselves “what 
they’re moved to give” at the moment. 
They are not being forced to pay an exor-
bitant fee for a shul membership where 
they’re unsure where their money is going 
towards. Rather, they have the choice to 

give what their hearts desire in a momen-
tous gift to Hashem. 

They know exactly where their money is 
going and the amount they choose to give 
is being evaluated solely by the One above. 
Furthermore, if any member of Bnei Yis-
rael makes the executive decision not to 
donate, there “just” won’t be a Mishkan, as 
the Eimek Davar so aptly states. Bnei Yisra-
el’s actions are directly influencing the next 
steps of their journey, resulting in spiritual 
consequences, both for themselves and their 
future children. The phrasing of Hashem’s 
request for donations is done in a non-pres-
sure, individualized manner to give room 
to the individual to do as he sees fit, but in 
the context of shared, mutual responsibil-
ity. As we see fairly quickly, Bnei Yisrael 
does not hesitate for a moment in donat-
ing to the Mishkan and quickly goes above 
and beyond. 

There is something beautiful and 
uplifting in the fact that the start of the 
commandment of the Mishkan was done 

OU-JLIC Orthodox Union Heshe and Harriet Seif  
Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus

On HaPalmach - great 4 room apartment,  
92m plus large garden in use, exclusive. 

Asking 4.95 million NIS
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smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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יהושע חיים בן חיה לאה
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The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Cam-
pus (JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant 
religious communities in Israel to support 
English-speaking college students and young 
professionals. JLIC Israel’s goals include: build-
ing a warm and welcoming Jewish community 
for students and young professionals; providing 
engaging and dynamic Jewish education; pro-
viding a supportive home environment for Olim; 
providing resources for personal and religious 
growth, including personal mentoring, Aliyah 
support, religious guidance and leadership 
development. Current JLIC programs in Israel 
include: Reichman University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan 
University - Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; 
Tel Aviv for Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. 
Contact: Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of 
OU-JLIC in Israel shulmanj@ou.org
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commitment to God. Every single detail 
was carefully crafted, as each was meant 
to represent a unique aspect of God’s 
presence. When the Beit Hamikdash was 
completed, it was filled with an awesome 
and immense presence of God.

Parashat Terumah provides us with a 
powerful lesson. We too can dedicate our-
selves to the service of God and fashion our 
own lives into a Sanctuary of sorts, filled 
with love, compassion, and devotion. Like 
Bnei Yisrael, we too can receive the prom-
ise of His immanent presence. All we need 
to do is to commit ourselves to Him and be 
devoted to His service. IY”H

Yehudit Folger
12th Grade, Kfar 
Saba
Holy Vessels

Parashat Teruma begins the section of 
Parshiot that discusses the Mishkan. In the 
parasha, it gives details about each utensil 
and vessel used in the Mishkan. 

Moriah Goldsmith
Raanana Chapter 
Director
Devotion 

Parashat Terumah is a fascinating and 
inspiring parashah that captures the 
essence of giving and devoting oneself to 
the service of God. The story begins with 
God commanding Moses to have the people 
of Israel to fashion a sanctuary for Him. In 
return, God promised to dwell among them 
and be their God.

The story is set in the context of yitziat 
mitzraim. We can understand from this 
that Bnei Yisrael had just undergone a 
period of slavery and hardship. They were 
a downtrodden people, with no sense of 
freedom or faith. In this week’s parasha, 
God provides them with an opportunity to 
dedicate and commit themselves to Him 
and His service.

The sanctuary that the people of Israel 
built was a reflection of their devotion and 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

Purim is a happy day
To be celebrated in a meaningful way
As by the laws of Purim you abide
For the poor and needy you’ll be sure to provide

Send your contributions to the
Clara Hammer Chicken Fund
P.O.B.18602 Jerusalem 91185
(02)5810256
Donate via PayPal at Chickenladyofjerusalem.com

פורים שמח!
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Why do we get so many details? From 
the detailing of each object’s description 
in the Torah, we learn two things. One of 
them is the Halachot of Shabbat, and the 
other is a lesson for life, that each one of us 
should be like a living breathing Mishkan 
and allow Hashem to dwell within us by 
doing Mitzvot.

 The Mishkan is a portable house for 
Hashem, so that Bnei Yisrael can feel His 
presence among us. Similarly, we must pay 
close attention to the details of our charac-
ter and make ourselves a suitable person 
for Hashem to surround. 

One specific thing I want to focus on is 
the Aron Hakodesh. Moshe got the blue-
print for the Aron Hakodesh when he was 
on Har Sinai. The box is made up of three 
parts, a gold box on the inside, a wooden 
box in the middle and another gold box 

on the outside. The cover, the four rings 
on the sides, the Kruvim and the bars to 
carry the Aron Hakodesh are all made 
with pure gold. The Aron Hakodesh con-
tains the 10 Commandments, so the Aron 
Hakadosh had to be suitable for something 
that important. 

The lesson we learn from this is that we 
are like the Aron Hakodesh, each of us has 
the Torah within us and must present our-
selves as beautifully and modestly as the 
box of the Aron Hakodesh. The box is gold 
within and outside, so we should be good 
both inside and out. 

A small Sefer Torah with its own  
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses  

or for any other necessary occasion  
on a temporary free-loan basis.  

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173




