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Equality vs. 
Entirety

The Rambam enumerates 13 principles 
of faith, the seventh of which reads, “I 
believe with complete faith that the proph-
ecy of Moshe our teacher was true, and that 
he was the father of all prophets, greater 
than those who preceded him ad those who 
followed him”. We believe in the primacy 
of Moshe Rabbeinu’s prophecy, and that he 
was the quintessential prophet for all times. 
How then do we understand Rashi’s com-
ment (Shemot 6;26) that Aharon HaKohen 
and Moshe Rabbeinu were equal to one 
another? As the Torah, at times, mentions 
Ahron before Moshe and at times, Moshe 
before Ahron.

The Shelah Hakadosh resolves this ques-
tion by explaining that before Matan Torah, 
Moshe and Aharon were indeed equal. Yet, 
once he experienced the giving of Torah at 

Har Sinai, Moshe Rabbeinu became the 
greatest of all prophets. One can therefore 
learn the verse, “and Moshe went up to 
Elokim” (Shemot 19;3), as his ascendence 
to the height of greatness. 

However, the Ketav Sofer is troubled by 
this answer and asks, if so, why was Aharon 
Hakohen not chosen as the one to lead the 
Jewish people? Have we not said that until 
that time he and Moshe were equal? And 
indeed, Aharon was older! That should have 
been enough to award Aharon the leader-
ship! The simple answer, as the Mishchat 
Shemen offers, is that Hashem knew that 
Moshe Rabbeinu was destined to be the 
greater of the two. Further, the Ketav Sofer 
suggests that initially Moshe Rabbeinu was 
greater than his older brother. However, 
when Aharon HaKohen rejoiced in his 
brother’s role as leader and was satisfied, 
without a trace of jealousy, in his secondary 
position, he indeed rose on par with Moshe 
Rabbeinu. At Har Sinai, Moshe Rabbeinu 
then became still greater, and they no longer 
shared the same level. We can now apply 
the following lesson: when we work on our 
middot, we can achieve incredible levels of 
greatness in the service of Hashem.

Rav Moshe Feinstein in Darash Moshe, 
offers two other possible explanations. 
First, he suggests that they were equal in 
their role of liberating the Jews from Egypt. 
Both Aharon and Moshe played an integral 
part in the Redemption, albeit practically, 
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In the heart of calm and pastoral BAKA-  
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building 250m, huge garden, approx. 700m, 
completely renovated, underfloor heating +  
air conditioning, large parking, 5 bathrooms,  
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 In a beautiful boutique building – Large 2 room 
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the role of Moshe Rabbeinu was greater.
With his second answer, Rav Moshe pro-

vides a powerful message for each of us. 
Although Moshe Rabbeinu was gifted with 
greater abilities, and had more important 
tasks to do, he and Aharon were both equal 
in the way they each fulfilled their tafkid. 
Each one of them utilized his strengths and 
talents to his utmost capability and to his 
fullest capacity. In that sense, they were 
absolutely equal. 

Rav Moshe quotes a famous story in 
Bava Batra 10b. Rabi Yehoshua fell into a 
faint and had a vision of the next world. 
When he awoke, he told his father that he 
saw an upside world in heaven. His father 
responded that what he saw was actually 
a vision of complete clarity. In the next 
world, the people who attained their full 
mission will occupy a prominent place. 
They may not have been the most gifted 
and may even have been looked upon in 
our world with disdain, yet Hashem is not 
interested in end results. Hashem much 
more prefers the efforts of one who tried 
his utmost to fulfill his potential with the 
circumstances and aptitude that he was 
granted. We only need to measure our suc-
cess against ourselves, and that should be 
our greatest impetus to continually move 
forward toward sublimity. 
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