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No Excuse For 
Evil Actions 

As we have mentioned in the past, it is 
interesting to note that although the sefer 
is called Shemot (Names) there are several 
people that are referenced in the opening 
chapters, surprisingly NOT by their name.  
This includes Moshe’s parents, Pharoah’s 
daughter, the two midwives. Perhaps 
names are absent until the protagonist – 
Moshe - arrives on the scene. (See: Shalom 
Rav; The Significance of Names, p 269 Koren 
Publishers).

There is another person who is refer-
enced throughout Sefer Shemot, not by 
name. Rabbi Lamm (the Royal Table) notes 
that Pharoah’s real name is absent from the 
Torah. Pharoah is the name of his position, 
like President, or Prime Minister. Why are 
we not informed of Pharoah’s actual name?  

Rabbi Lamm offers the following expla-
nation. If Pharaoh’s name would have 
been written in the Torah, historians and 
psychologists would have speculated about 
him. A name would have caused them to 
identify with an individual. To analyze his 
childhood and suggest probable reasons 
for his atrocious behavior. He was weaned 
too early or too late. He had a harsh father, 
or his mother was too over-protective.   

These are all excuses for why Pharaoh 

was such a terrible person. The Torah is 
silent as to his name to highlight that no 
matter one’s upbringing, a person, espe-
cially a leader, is to be judged by his or her 
actions and must be accountable for their 
conduct. The explanations and the causes 
of a person’s behavior may be of legitimate 
concern to a therapist treating a political 
monster. But to the masses of his victims, 
they are of no consequence whatsoever.   

Unfortunately, today people offer excuses 
for the behavior of terrorists, seeking to jus-
tify their brutal and deadly acts due to their 
economic condition or political agenda.   
This can be connected to a fundamental 
thought expressed by Rav Ovadiah of Bar-
tenura. He asks why Pirkei Avot begins 
with a description of the transmission of 
the Torah from Moshe at Sinai to the time 
of the Tanna’im. This would have been 
appropriate for the beginning of the first 
tractate, Masechet Brachot, to illustrate the 
transition from the Written Torah to the 
Oral Torah, but not for Pirkei Avot, which 
is at the end of Seder Nezikin. Rav Ovadiah 
suggests that this is exactly the point.

It is not necessary to be told that Moshe 
received the Torah from Sinai at the begin-
ning of Eiruvin or Temura. Where else 
would such laws come from? One may 
hypothesize, however, that ethics, such 
as those that are found in Pirkei Avot, are 
from humans. The grave danger with such 
a belief is that man can redefine ethical and 
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moral behaviors and adapt them to socie-
tal norms. It is critical for us to understand 
that the ethical and moral precepts of Pirkei 
Avot were God-given, received by Moshe at 
Har Sinai, and transmitted to subsequent 
generations. These are precepts that cannot 
be adapted or compromised. As we have 
witnessed all too often, leaving morality 
to be defined by mortal beings can lead to 
tragedy. When defining moral and ethical 
principles and behaviors, it is our duty and 
obligation to answer to a Higher Authority. 

As the Torah highlights by not revealing 
Pharaoh’s name, there are no legitimate 
excuses for his immoral and unethical 
behavior. One is responsible for his actions, 
irrespective of his situation or condition. If 
the world would judge evil actions as such, 
we would be able to build a truly moral and 
ethical society. 
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 For Sale in The Village, Zayit, Eftat 

Stunning 210m 8 room cottage, 2 
private parking spots, central A/C.  
4,800,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dagan, Efrat 
Stunning 8 room cottage, middle 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES  
AND ROOFING
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 


