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Strengthening 
Emunah

Rebbe Yisrael Abuchatzeira, zy’a, known 
as Sidna Baba Sali, was one of the great holy-
men in modern Jewish history. The name 
of this beloved and revered Moroccan tzad-
dik, mekubal and miracle worker, means 
“Our Master, the Praying Father”, due to the 
extraordinary miracles that happened as a 
result of his prayers and blessings. He truly 
operated from a supernal realm, and acted 
in mysterious, hidden, holy ways.

Countless petitioners, Jews of all back-
grounds and persuasions, made the 
pilgrimage to the Southern town of Netivot, 
where the holy Baba Sali shared Torah, dis-
pensed advice, tikunim and berachos. The 
tzadik’s blessings were famously accom-
panied by a shot (or full glass!) of מאחיה, 
Moroccan mahia arak, an ancient alco-
holic beverage sacredly distilled with anise 
extract. The Baba Sali explained that the 
word arak, ער’’ק is roshei teivos (an acro-
nym) for Aseh Ratzon Kono, “Do the will of 
one’s Creator.” Read backward, the same let-
ters mean Kabel Rinat Amecha, “Accept the 
prayerful song of Your People.” 

As the Babi Sali grasped the bottle of 
mahia, his hand would be covered with a 
towel to conceal the channel of the heav-
enly shefa. And as the arak flowed, so did 

the miracles. A virtual flood of astounding 
cures and healings, financial successes, 
miraculous pregnancies and yeshuot were 
poured out for the Jewish People, strength-
ening their emunah in Hashem. 

Rav Mordechai Eliyahu zt’l, who would 
later serve as Rishon leTziyon, Israel’s Sefar-
dic Chief Rabbi, was a dedicated Talmid and 
shamash, personal attendant of the Tzadik. 
In the course of one of the more well-at-
tended seudot hosted in the home of the 
Baba Sali, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu saw with 
his own eyes how the Baba Sali poured lit-
erally hundreds of l’chaims from the same, 
single bottle of mahia arak. Overwhelmed 
by the extraordinary sight, Rav Eliyahu 
excitedly burst out, “Baba Sali! Forgive my 
impudence in questioning your holy ways…
but why turn heaven and earth upside 
down, change the laws of nature and make 
such a miracle…why expend such merit 
and kochos ha-nefesh in pouring shots of 
mahia?!”

The great sage and holy man smiled bliss-
fully: “Is there anything greater in this world 
or the next than the zechut of לשמוח יהודי ולהחיות 
 bringing joy to a Jew — giving him a ,אותו
L’chaim, a little bit of life, to restore his soul? 
What else ought a miracle be enacted for?

The Torah’s account of Yetziyas Mitzrayim 
is filled with a litany of miracles, signs and 
wonders. From Moshe’s revelation at the 
Sneh Bo’er, the Burning Bush, to Am Yisrael’s 
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sustenance with manna from Heaven, the 
story of our redemption is replete with nis-
sim g’luim, open miracles.

Our sedra in particular has numerous 
accounts of Hashem’s overturning nature. 
When Aharon and Moshe seek to prove 
themselves as emissaries of a higher power, 
Aharon provides a mofeis and a series of 
miracles before Pharaoh and his sorcerers 
(7:9)  The first set of Makkos, seven devas-
tating plagues, rained havoc upon Egypt, 
turning the world upside down and inside 
out for the sake of the Jewish People. 

In each of the plagues, Egyptian society 
experienced an upending of the natural 
order and clear revelations of the might and 
presence of the Ribbono shel Olam. Each 
plague was spread out over the period of 
about a month, with weeks of forewarning, 
prior notice of the severity of the punish-
ments and the nature of what was going to 
unfold (Mishnah Eduyos, 2:10). Over and 
over again, the sole purpose of the Makkos 
was stated: “...So that you shall know that I 
am God”. The continued enslavement of Am 
Yisrael, the gratuitous brutality of gezeiras 
Pharoah, was thus a conscious denial of 
Hashem’s hashgacha — a rebellion against 
God. 

Just as the higher intention of the Mak-
kos was to awaken ‘daas’ and bring about 

awareness of Hashem, increased awareness 
of and closeness to Hashem is the under-
lying purpose of every true miracle. The 
Exodus culminates in Kriyas Yam Suf,  when 
Klal Yisrael experience collective Divine rev-
elation, literally pointing with their fingers 
and exclaiming, זה א-לי, “This is my God!”

In the worldview of the great Rebbe 
Menachem Mendel Kotzk, zy’a, truth, 
authenticity and honest inner work is para-
mount. The Kotzker and his spiritual heirs 
eschewed the role of miracles in cultivat-
ing God-awareness and Yirat Shamayim. 
The Kotzker cites a mishnah in Mesechet 
Megillah (6b): תאמין ומצאתי  -If some“ ,יגעתי 
one tells you ’I toiled and I found success,’ 
believe him (taamin, have emunah in him).” 
Only through requisite hard work and toil, 
yegiah, in Torah will we ‘find’ and internal-
ize emunah. Faith that is ’felt’ only through 
witnessing miracles does not have lasting 
power.

In a similar vein, the Kotzker Rebbe shares 
an insight from Maariv Tefillah:
עשה לנו נסים ונקמה בפרעה אותות ומופתים באדמת 

בני חם

“He performed miracles for us and ven-
geance upon Pharaoh, signs and wonders in 
the land of Cham (Egypt).”

“…Signs and wonders are meaningful 
-in lowly, foreign lands. How ,באדמת בני חם
ever, for true growth and long lasting impact 
on a Yid, there is no substitute for hard 
work, limud haTorah and personal effort.”

This Shabbos marks Rosh Chodesh Shevat, 
the day upon which Moshe Rabbeinu began 
relating Sefer Devarim, also called Mishneh 
Torah, “The Review of the Torah”, to the Jew-
ish people (Devarim 1:3). While reviewing 
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the major experiences in the desert, this 
’additional’ sefer also offers a strong dose of 
mussar and encouragement to strengthen 
our faith. 

May this new month awaken in us 
increased commitment to limud haTorah. 
And with hearts filled with faith and glasses 
overflowing with mahia, may we merit the 
miraculous and revealed blessings of the 
true tzadikim. And may we, through strong 
emunah, know Hashem.

“It is not me! It is their emunah that makes 
the miracles.” —Baba Sali, zy’a

In honor of the 
Hilulah of Sidna 
Baba Sali, this week 
on 4 Shevat 
זכותו יגן עלינו ועל כל 

ישראל אמן 


