
4     TORAH TIDBITS 1501 / VA'EIRA 5783

Every Shabbat, following 
the reading of the Haftorah, 
kehilot around the world say 
Yekum Purkan, which is fol-
lowed by a Mi Sheberach: 

דוׁש  ָהל ַהקָּ ל ַהקָּ ְיָבֵרְך ֶאת כָּ ַרְך ֲאבוֵתינּו …הּוא  בֵּ ִמי שֶׁ

רּוְך  דוׁש בָּ ֱאמּוָנה ַהקָּ ָצְרֵכי ִצּבּור בֶּ עוְסִקים בְּ ַהזֶּה... ְוָכל ִמי שֶׁ

א ְלָכל ּגּוָפם  ל ַמֲחָלה ְוִיְרפָּ ם שָכָרם ְוָיִסיר ֵמֶהם כָּ לֵּ הּוא ְישַׁ

ַמֲעשה  ָכל  בְּ ְוַהְצָלָחה  ָרָכה  בְּ ַלח  ְוִישְׁ ֲעוָנם...  ְלָכל  ְוִיְסַלח 

ל ִישָרֵאל ֲאֵחיֶהם. ְיֵדיֶהם ִעם כָּ

May the One Who Blessed our ancestors… 
bless everyone in this holy congregation… 
and all those who faithfully engage 
with the needs of the community may 
HaShem give them their reward, and 
remove from them all illness; may 
HaShem heal their bodies and forgive 
their sins… And may HaShem send bless-
ings and success to all that they do, together 
with all of Israel their brethren. 

I find this tefillah particularly meaning-
ful because it reminds me of people I have 
been zoche to encounter who choose to 
involve themselves with the needs of the 
tzibur. Of course, in my role at the OU I 
work beside many individuals who have 
dedicated their entire careers to support-
ing the needs of Am Yisrael. I also work 
beside those who have careers outside of 
tzarchei tzibur, but use their free time to 
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support Am Yisrael in whatever way they 
can. 

I would like to highlight someone who is 
both a dear friend and role model of mine 
- Zvi Sand. For the last six years Zvi has 
served as President of OU Israel following 
his service as an OU Israel Board Member 
for almost three decades. Beyond his pas-
sion, vision and drive, Zvi’s dedication to 
supporting Am Yisrael extends to his wife 
and family. For mishpachat Sand, involv-
ing themselves in the needs of Am Yisrael 
is not a requirement - but a privilege. Let 
me tell you a story that illustrates this idea 
beautifully. 

In advance of his 60th birthday Zvi 
approached me with an idea of how he 
wanted to celebrate with friends and fam-
ily. He said. “I don’t want any gifts for my 
birthday, and if there is something that I 
need, I can get it for myself. But the most 
meaningful gift I could receive is giving 
others the opportunity to support Am Yis-
rael. Let’s throw a party at The Zula so my 
friends and family can experience how The 
Zula staff cares for Israeli youth, and join 
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them in the effort.” 
For those who have yet to experience it, the 

Pearl & Harold Jacobs Zula Outreach Center 
is dedicated to renewing and rejuvenating 
Israeli teens at risk through unconditional 
love, guidance and acceptance. True to his 
word, Zvi’s friends arrived at The Zula to 
celebrate his birthday. Guests were able 
to connect with 
teens, alumni 
and staff, meet 
Harel Hetzroni, 
and experience 
the magic of The 
Zula first-hand. 

Just three 
weeks ago Zvi 
completed his 
six-year term as 
President of OU 
Israel. Although 
Zvi is someone who runs from kavod, as a 
tzibur it is important to honor those who 
voluntarily take on the needs of Klal Yis-
rael. With Zvi’s passion for OU Israel’s work 
with Israeli teens, I am thrilled to invite 
you all to the 1st Annual Erev Tu B’Shvat 
Luncheon at Psagot Winery on Sunday, 
February 5, celebrating 22 years of the 
Zula, with Zvi Sand as the guest of honor. 
All proceeds from the luncheon - both from 
those attending and those sponsoring - will 
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go directly to The 
Zula. 

There is one other 
element to the lun-
cheon that served 
as a catalyst for Zvi’s 
participation - that 
of his health. A few 
days before Yom 
Kippur, Zvi was 
hospitalized and in 
critical condition. In 
just a few days Zvi miraculously recovered 
and was able to lead the Yom Kippur daven-
ing in Shaare Zedek hospital for his fellow 
residents. 

Each and every one of us has the koach of 
tefillah and has the opportunity to daven for 
the welfare of those who immerse them-
selves in tzarchei tzibur. When I got word 
of Zvi’s miraculous recovery, I couldn’t 
help but feel the koach of the Mi Sheberach 
tefillah. 
רּוְך  דוׁש בָּ ֱאמּוָנה. ַהקָּ ִצּבּור בֶּ ָצְרֵכי  עוְסִקים בְּ “ְוָכל ִמי שֶׁ

א ְלָכל ּגּוָפם…” ל ַמֲחָלה ְוִיְרפָּ הּוא … ְוָיִסיר ֵמֶהם כָּ

The 1st Annual Erev Tu B’Shvat Lun-
cheon is also a seudat hoda’ah for Zvi’s 
miraculous recovery. I encourage those 
who can make it to join us at the OU-certi-
fied Psagot Winery in just two weeks. If you 
are unable to participate but would like to 
donate or sponsor to the event, please visit: 
https://www.ouisrael.org/luncheon/. At the 
luncheon I look forward to introducing 
you all to Mr. Stuart Hershkowitz who 
will be taking over the helm as OU Israel’s 
President. 

I wish my heartfelt gratitude to Zvi and 
his family for their contributions that 
have enabled OU Israel and its programs 

to thrive over the 
past six years. This 
Shabbat, please join 
me in having Zvi, his 
family, and all those 
involved in tzarchei 
tzibur in mind 
during the Mi She-
berach tefillah. May 
we continue to see 
our tefillot answered 
and may those who 

involve themselves in the needs of Am Yis-
rael be successful in their efforts.  

I look forward to seeing you at the 
luncheon.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Celebrating with Zvi Sand (center)  
and Mr. Stuart Hershkowitz (right)
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