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Over these years, I have endeav-
ored to uncover the less obvious 
messages and themes found 

in the haftarah reading and, by doing so, 
reveal more subtle connections between 
the parasha and its haftarah. There are 
times, however, that simply understanding 
the text itself can be the most challenging 
task. That is certainly true of this week’s 
haftarah. 

Attempting to understand what the navi 
Yishayahu was trying to relate to the people 
in the 27th and 28th prakim (setting aside the 
last two p’sukim that are taken from chap-
ter 29), is a rather difficult undertaking. 
Even the opening words are hard to com-
prehend. The first pasuk reads as follows 
(translation by Rabbi A.J. Rosenberg of the 
Judaica Press): 

“Those who came, whom Jacob caused to 
take root, Israel flourished and blossomed, 
and they filled the face of the world with 
fruitage.”  

Yes. A most difficult challenge. 
And so, we will to try to find the meaning 

of these verses, based primarily upon the 
approach of Rav S.R. Hirsch and, hopefully, 
uncover the message that the navi shared 
with Israel.
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The haftarah, which begins in the 
middle of the 27th perek of Sefer Yisha-
yahu and continues into the 28th chapter 
(before its closing message from the 29th 
perek) delivers Hashem’s message to the 
suffering Israel. In its opening section 
(perek 27) the navi explains how the pun-
ishments that the nation received were, in 
reality, a path to their return and growth. 
The opening verse that appears so diffi-
cult to comprehend, is actually a promise 
to Ya’akov that she would recover from 
Hashem’s chastisements, telling the peo-
ple that, in the future, Jacob would take 
root and blossom, filling the world with 
her “fruits”. The navi points out that Isra-
el’s punishments of exile and oppression 
were less harsh than those visited upon 
her enemies, whom G-d had completely 
destroyed. Yishayahu goes on to comfort 
the nation by explaining that their suffer-
ing would atone for their sins.

It is, perhaps, this very message that our 
Rabbis saw as a connection to the parasha, 
where we read of Israel’s bondage in Egypt, 
a suffering would lead to their entry into 
the Promised Land. In fact, that connection 
is made clear in the final verses of the 27th 
perek which depicts the future gathering 
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of the exiles from the Diaspora and their 
return to the land.

The second part of the haftarah, the first 
13 p’sukim of the 28th perek, is a section of 
contrast. Rather than continue on the previ-
ous theme of comfort and hope, this section 
opens with condemnation, censuring the 
sinful northern kingdom of Ephrayim and 
predicting its downfall. Continuing that 
same theme, the navi also denounces the 
southern kingdom for their sinful ways and 
argues that their infantile understanding of 
Hashem, viewing the Torah as a simple list 
of one command following another and, 
therefore, failing to see the mission of the 
Jew makes it impossible to properly edu-
cate the people in the ways of G-d.

I would surmise, that Rav Hirsch saw in 
this depiction of the sinful nation, a nation 
condemned by Yishayahu, as being sim-
ilar to the ancient Israelites who, while 
enslaved in Egypt - and even during their 
early years in the desert - were unable to 
fully believe in G-d or completely under-
stand Hashem and His commandments. 

This approach would certainly help us 
understand why our Rabbis chose to end 
the haftarah with the comforting words in 
the following perek, words of reassurance, 
telling Israel that, just as they overcame the 
doubts of their early years and, trusting in 
G-d, erased the shame of their past and 
marched triumphantly into their land –so 
too would the Israel of the future erase the 
shame of their exile and, trusting in G-d, 
would return triumphantly to their land. 

And, hopefully, we too may soon see 
that. 
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EXCITING PROJECTS, BUILDINGS 
Presales and immediate occupancy,  
 
BUILDINGS AND VILLAS 
In the most desirable neighborhoods 

SHAAREI CHESSED / RECHAVIA  
Prime Apartments! Prime Location!  
1) Renovated 110 sqm 3 bedroom apt, 1st 
floor, A/C + underfloor heating, 3 air        
exposures, succah balcony NIS 6,500,000   
2) Beautifully designed 125 sqm 3 bedroom 
apt + 50 sqm succah balcony. Shabbat eleva-
tor, parking and view.   
3) Architecturally designed 228 sqm duplex 
penthouse, 4 bedrooms + 30 sqm succah    
balcony. Shabbat elevator, parking and a 
view.   
GERMAN COLONY  
Beautiful duplex 5.5 rooms, private entrance!  
 
OLD KATAMON  
In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance 
3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000  
 
HAR NOF  
* 4 Rooms with building permits, succah, view! 
* 5 Rooms, renovated, large succah, view!  
*  Shlav B– 200 sqm garden duplex apartment, 
beautiful kitchen, wrap around garden. 

 
 
 

OLD KATAMON :  
* Renovated 3 bdrms including MB en suite, 
fully furnished, succah and storage! 
* 4 Bedrooms, duplex penthouse, succah,   
private elevator. 
 
BAKA:  
 Newly renovated 4 bedrooms, semi furnished,  
balcony, Shabbat Elevator, parking, storage. 
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 רפואה שלמה 
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