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Leadership 
and Humility

In this week’s parsha we are introduced 
to Moshe Rabbeinu, of whom we are told:            
 no one ever reached – לא קם בישראל כמשה עוד
Moshe’s stature. Aside from being a great 
leader, we are told in Parshat Beha’alotcha:   
 This- והאיש משה ענו מכל האדם אשר על פני האדמה
man Moshe was exceedingly humble, more 
so than any person on the face of the earth. 
(Bamidbar 13:3). At Moshe’s first encoun-
ter with Hashem we witness his modesty.   
In Parshat Shemot when God first appears 
to Moshe, out of humility Moshe covers his 
face (ָנ֔יו  שמות ג:ו ה֙ פָּ ֤ר משֶׁ   .(ַויְַּסתֵּ

There is a dispute in the gemara (Be-
rachot 7) whether Moshe’s reaction of cov-
ering his face was commendable. Accord-
ing to Rav Yehoshua Ben Karcha Moshe 
was later punished for his reaction. When 
Moshe requests to understand God’s ways 
(Shemot 33:13) Hashem declines and 
states when I appeared to you, you cov-
ered your face, now that you want to see 
me, I will cover my face – ופני לא יראו (She-
mot 33:23). Rav Shmuel Bar Nachmani ar-
gues that Moshe’s reaction is praiseworthy, 
and he was rewarded by Hashem revealing 

himself to Moshe in a manner that no oth-
er profit merited. פה אל פה אדבר בו (Shemot 
12:8).  

We can derive an important lesson from 
this dispute. Although it is important to be 
humble, there is a time when one ought to 
step up to a challenge and refrain from un-
justifiable humility. Perhaps Moshe quick-
ly internalized this message as well. Al-
though he felt he was not worthy of lead-
ing the Jewish people, after Hashem con-
vinced him to accept the task, he did so 
wholeheartedly. Moshe confronted Pha-
raoh with confidence and conviction. Al-
though he thought little of himself, when it 
came to representing the Jewish nation, he 
stood with prowess and pride.

Once in that position, one 
should constantly evaluate 
whether they are acting for 
the good of the people they 
are representing or out of any 
self-motivation

Some interpret a humble individual as 
someone who is quiet, unassuming and 
someone who minds his own business.  
Moshe proves his thesis false! One can be 
modest and very much involved, and in 
fact even serve in a leadership position.   

 רפואה שלמה 
יעקב מאיר בן לבנה
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Humility is perhaps defined not by the feel-
ing of self-worth but rather by the impetus 
of one’s action. Moshe acted out of humili-
ty because his motivation was solely for the 
benefit of the nation, and not for any per-
sonal gain or recognition. 

At times people decline offers to serve as 
leaders of Jewish institutions, claiming that 
they are not worthy or qualified to serve in 
such prestigious positions. As with Moshe 
Rabbeinu, one should carefully contem-
plate whether they are fit to serve in such 
a capacity and if they indeed are the most 
suitable to fill such a position, they should 
accept the offer in a respectful manner. 
Once in that position, one should constant-
ly evaluate whether they are acting for the 
good of the people they are representing or 
out of any self-motivation. 

May all our leaders, in the political, reli-
gious and communal realm act with true 
humility without any selfish agenda or per-
sonal gain. May all those capable of serv-
ing in that manner step up to the plate with 
the proper humility and use their God giv-
en talents to serve Hashem and the commu-
nity. As we recite each Shabbat during te-
fillat Musaf וכל העוסקים בצרכי צבור באמונה הקב”ה

-All who engage in communal ac –  ישלם שכרם
tivity, will be rewarded by the Almighty. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES  
AND ROOFING


