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son…” (Mishleh 13:24), suggestive of what 
happened to King David’s son Avshalom 
who rose against his father. Perhaps this 
would explain why David further declared, 
“Happy is the man you chaste and instruct 
in Your Torah” (Tehillim 94:12).

3. Exile and suffering refine and purify 
one’s character, as declared by Yeshayahu 
(48:10): “Behold I have refined you not with 
silver; I have chosen you out of the furnace 
of affliction.”

4. The exile in Egypt taught us a 
long-standing moral lesson, as indi-
cated in the following: “Do no wrong to the 
stranger and do not oppress him for you 
were strangers in the land of Egypt” (She-
mot 22:20). Before the formation of our 
nation, it appears that we were to experi-
ence the taste of slavery and humiliation 
that would everlastingly refine our ethical 
and moral compass.

Finally, Baruch Hashem, we are no lon-
ger slaves to Egypt or any other nation. But 
we nevertheless recall that Bnei Yisrael 
“are My servants… whom I brought out of 
the land of Egypt. I am the Lord your God” 
(Vayikra 25:55).

***
And with this thought, dear readers, I con-

clude over a decade of “Divrei Menachem” to 
make way for the new generation of writers 
in Torah Tidbits. 

Shabbat Shalom. 

The Lessons 
of Exile

A recurring question when reviewing 
our Parsha is why we suffered in Egypt 
some 3,500 years ago. Nechama Leibow-
itz summarizes several approaches to this 
thorny issue, not so much from a geopo-
litical perspective but from a theological, 
moral stance. 

1. The calamity resulted from sin, the 
people’s desire to assimilate. Bnei Yisrael 
had arrived in Egypt as temporary dwellers 
– but no! “Yayeshev” – ‘they settled there’; 
“Vaye’echazu” – ‘they secured a permanent 
foothold!’ (Bereishit 47:27).

Moreover, following the Midrash, the 
people abrogated Brit Milah. They also left 
Goshen to settle the entire country  (“the 
land was filled with them” - Shemot 1:7) – so 
much so that Hashem had to look for the 
blood smeared on the Jewish doorposts 
during the plague of the Firstborn! For the 
Midrash, the punishment was not so much 
a consequence of the Egyptians resenting 
the Israelites invading their economic and 
cultural life as Hashem’s turning his love 
for the people to hatred for their not wish-
ing to be a people apart. 

2. The exile and suffering were didac-
tic tools. The punishment was corrective in 
the spirit of “He who spares the rod hates his 
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