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Rabbi Sacks, zt”l, points out that this is the 
first time the word “ַֹעּמ֑ו” or “people’’ is used 
in the Torah to describe Bnei Yisrael. Here 
we see how the whole slavery begins with a 
reference to one of our strongest qualities, 
our strength in our community and as a 
nation. In addition, Rabbi David Fohrman, 
teaches that the name of this week’s par-
sha and in fact the whole book, Shemot, is 
a reference to the connection between the 
infinite number of stars and the Jewish 
people. 

Therefore, we can see a very powerful 
message begin to emerge. The Jewish peo-
ple are not just capable of picking ourselves 
up and starting again after difficult times, 
but it is in fact the hard times that initiate 
our growth as a nation. Is it not one pasuk 
straight after the next that describes the 
start of our slavery in a new Pharaoh and 
then straight away how Bnei Yisrael began 
to multiply and become “much too numer-
ous” for the great Egyptians?

Each day, in the morning brachot we 
thank Hashem for blessing 
“Israel with strength.” We are 
a strong nation and one of the 
things that makes us so strong 
is our ability to thrive not just in 
the face of, but because of our 
challenges. Israel is a difficult 
place and winter is a difficult 
time especially in Jerusalem! 
So, going into this week I hope 
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The Jewish people throughout history 
have had this frustrating and definitive 
pattern whereby we get comfortable in 
a place, with a certain king or leader, 
become affluent and successful for a very 
short period of time and then catastrophe 
hits. The events of this week’s parsha are 
a perfect example. The book of Bereishit 
ends with Yaakov finding his long-lost son, 
the family is once again united, Yosef has 
forgiven his brothers and the family have 
homes, food and the support of Yosef and 
Pharaoh. And then already in the 8th pasuk 
of Shemot it says “There arose a new Pha-
raoh who did not know Joseph.”

Yet, if we look into the next pasuk, we 
read that Pharaoh says “Look, the Israel-
ite people are much too numerous for us.” 
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we can all remember this lesson as the rain 
leaks into our boots while our bus drives off 
2 seconds too early and we forget that we 
left wet laundry in the machine. 

The OU’s Jewish Learning Initiative on Campus 
(JLIC) is creating and nurturing vibrant religious 
communities in Israel to support English-speak-
ing college students and young professionals. 
JLIC Israel’s goals include: building a warm and 
welcoming Jewish community for students and 
young professionals; providing engaging and 
dynamic Jewish education; providing a sup-
portive home environment for Olim; providing 
resources for personal and religious growth, 
including personal mentoring, Aliyah support, 
religious guidance and leadership development. 
Current JLIC programs in Israel include: Reich-
man University - Herzliya; Bar Ilan University 
- Givat Shmuel; Tel Aviv University; Tel Aviv for 
Young Professionals; and Jerusalem. Contact: 
Rabbi Jonathan Shulman, Director of OU-JLIC 
in Israel shulmanj@ou.org
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