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At the beginning of the Parsha (1:8), our 
slavery in Egypt is described as beginning 
with the rise of a new king over Egypt, 
“who did not know Yosef.” Later in the 
Parsha, when Moshe approaches Pha-
raoh in G-d’s name to ask him to release 
the Jewish people (5:2), Pharaoh refuses, 
saying, “I do not know of Hashem.” The 
Midrash (Shemos Rabba 1:8) bridges these 
two verses, saying, “Today he does not 
know Yosef, tomorrow, he will not know 
Hashem. 

The message is clear. Yosef as a person 
always represented G-d and the G-dly. His 
initial success in the house of Potiphar came 
because G-d was visibly with him (Bereishis 
39:2, 23). His ascension to the throne was a 
result of the Egyptians’ realization that they 
would not find anyone filled with G-d’s 
spirit quite like him (41:39). And when he 
governed, he did it as a G-d-fearing person 
(42:18).

One who knew Yosef, knew G-d.
As time went on in Egypt, we did not 

represent G-d as well and as consistently 
as Yosef had. The king that arose observed 
Yosef’s descendants but did not learn from 
them and did not see G-dliness in their ways. 
The king did not know Yosef. 

When we, the children of Yosef, live our 
lives in a manner that represents Hashem 
properly, we will ensure that through our 
actions the world around us will come to 
know G-d. Each of us can and must live up 
to that standard of true faith, faithfulness, 
integrity, kindness, and pleasantness that 
will bring awareness and glory to G-d and 
fill the world with Kiddush Hashem.

Let each of us make sure that the world 
that will know us will thus come to know 
Hashem, allowing Him to liberate us from 
all the pain and the chaos that surrounds 
us. כן יהי רצון. 

Representatives of Hashem 

לע"נ
On this 10th yahrzeit of
DAVID STAR z"l

Navy veteran, public school teacher, 
became shomer mitzvot, Aliyah in '84 

to Maale Adumim, incredibly proud of 
scores of grandchildren learning Torah 

& in Sherut Leumi & the IDF 
and on this 29th yahrzeit

of his first-born
GLENN z"l (1952-1993)
who through 25 years of serious 
illness was a special-ed teacher

and beacon of chessed
In loving memory

the Chupp, Feldbaum, Saracik
and Star families


