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This Shabbat we will begin 
reading the book of Sh’mot 
after concluding the book 
of Breishit, during which we 
learned about the creation 

of the world, our Avot, Imahot, and the 12 
tribes. An underlying theme throughout 
the book is, “Ma’aseh avot siman leb-
anim,” (the actions of our fathers guide 
our actions) meaning that the deeds of the 
Avot serve as signs for their descendants. 
And while we might not find ourselves 
tested with the schemes of a talking snake, 
building an ark during troubling times 
or navigating our 
way out a pit filled 
with snakes, the 
stories of our Avot 
demonstrate how 
to live as servants 
of HaShem. 

However, while 
stories can be an 
impactful educa-
tional tool, nothing 
can replace seeing 
values in practice. 
While my wife and 
I thoroughly vet the 
schools we send 
our children to, we 
know that formal 
classroom edu-
cation alone will 
not be sufficient in 
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imbuing our children with the values we 
hold dear. Fortunately, both Pnina and I 
saw the mitzvah of Kibud Av v’Em (honor-
ing parents) exemplified by our parents, 
who have continued to serve as role mod-
els for our children. 

I was zoche to grow up with all four sets 
of grandparents - a zechut I didn’t fully 
appreciate until I made aliyah and was the 
only boy in my eighth grade class to have 
living grandparents on both sides. As part 
of a multi-generational family, I grew up 
with parents, aunts, uncles and grandpar-
ents, each of whom served as exemplary 

models of Kibud Av 
v’Em. 

I was even fortu-
nate to know my 
great grandmother 
who passed away 
when I turned 10 
at the age of 97. My 
Grandpa’s devo-
tion to his mother 
remains etched in 
my mind. Despite 
working long days 
as a roofer, Grandpa 
always stopped 
by his mother’s 
apartment on his 
way home, bring-
ing her groceries 
and taking care of 
anything else she 
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needed. Of course, the model Grandpa set 
for his family was upheld by his own chil-
dren whom I watched honor both him and 
my Grandma with the utmost respect. 

My wife Pnina was blessed to grow up 
with two grandmothers in her life. One 
grandmother passed away 20 years ago. 
The other, Esther (Lisette) Kahn, survived 
the Holocaust with her sister after being 
miraculously taken off a transport to Aus-
chwitz. Our children have been zoche to 
know their great grandmother, whom we 
fondly called Grand maman, and saw their 
grandparents exemplify the mitzvah of 
Kibud Av v’Em - particularly over the last 15 
years when Grand Maman moved in with 
them. Despite the growing difficulty in her 
battle with Alzheimer’s, my children saw 
the devotion with which their grandpar-
ents took care of Grand Maman, and how 
Pnina and her siblings did the same. 

On the sixth night of Chanukah, Pnina’s 
grandmother passed away, leaving behind 
a dignified legacy and flourishing family. 
82 years ago Esther Kahn did not know if 
she would survive the Holocaust. Despite 
the horrors she faced and the family she 
lost in the war, Esther lived on to build a 
modest, meaningful life, and returned to 
her Maker at 97 years old. She left behind 
four children, 35 grandchildren, 207 
great-grandchildren, and 9 great-great 
grandchildren. This is a tremendous bless-
ing we do not take for granted. May the 
merit of our good deeds serve as an aliyah 
to her neshama. We miss her terribly. 

Beyond the impact Grand Maman had 
on our family, we were blown away by the 
people who flooded the shivah house to pay 
their respects to the life she led - both in 
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Paris and in Israel. We were also surprised 
and deeply moved to meet people who 
lived in Grand Maman’s home in Paris, 
which she had opened up to Jews of all 
backgrounds once her children moved out 
of the house. 

As Jews, we are taught to value the 
wisdom and guidance of our elders and 
must always remember the importance 
of Ma’aseh avot siman lebanim. My wife’s 
family was tremendously fortunate to have 
five living generations to learn from. I too 
was fortunate to learn from my grand-
parents, and great grandmother, and am 
grateful for the zechut I have to continue 
learning from my parents. As human lifes-
pan extends with the advent of medicine, 
multi-generational families will become 
more common, providing us with a beau-
tiful opportunity to learn from the values 
of our elders. 

Whether we ourselves are personally 
blessed with these role models in our fam-
ilies, we can all learn and respect those 
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around us. For our role models, thank you 
so much. We don’t take you for granted and 
recognize that the way you lead your lives 
full of value and worth emulating serves 
as a tremendous model for the younger 
generations. 

May we see the opportunities put before 
us by the Borei Olam (Creator of the world), 
embrace the values we hold dear and live 
by them fully. May we be fortunate to build 
generations steeped in Torah, connected to 
one another and to our beautiful shared 
heritage. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspir-
ing Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Your wisdom, original insights
and inspirational messages brought meaning 

and joy to countless Shabbat tables and to  
tens of thousands of Jews throughout the world 

each week.

We wish you continued bracha and hatzlacha  
in all your endeavors and Avodat HaKodesh.
Your commitment and devotion to OU Israel 

will be cherished for generations to come.

With love and appreciation,
The staff of OU Israel's Torah Tidbits

OU Israel's Torah Tidbits
extends its boundless gratitude to 

Menachem Persoff
for well over a decade of writing

a weekly Dvar Torah in our pages.


