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Perception of 
Others

In this week’s parsha we find two dis-
tinct examples of the significance of how 
one perceives another. We will explore 
the way in which Yosef was viewed by his 
brothers and then the way in which Yosef 
observed his father.  

Brothers Perception of Yosef
Yaakov instructs Yosef to check on his 

brothers. As Yosef approaches his broth-
ers the Torah tells us: רָחֹ֑ק רְאוּ֥ אֹתוֹ֖ מֵֽ  And - וַיִּ
they saw him from a distance.” (Bereshit 
37:18). Rav Yosef Soloveitchik (Masoret 
HaRav) offers an insightful interpretation 
of this pasuk. Although Yosef sought to 
come close to his brothers, they distanced 
themselves from him. They viewed him 
from afar. Their perception of Yosef was 
on a superficial level. They were unable 
to recognize his special and unique 
qualities. 

Yosef is described as a handsome indi-
vidual. ה עֲדָ֖ צָֽ וֹת  נ֕ יִן בָּ עֲלֵי־עָ֑ ת  פֹּרָ֖ ן  ֥ בֵּ ף  יוֹסֵ֔ פֹּרָת֙  ן  ֤  בֵּ

וּר   A charming son is Yoseph, a son-עֲלֵי־שֽׁ
charming to the eye; [of the] women, 
[each one] strode along to see him. 
(Bereshit 49:22). His brothers thought 
that personal holiness, a pure heart and 
a modest soul were inconsistent with 
Yoseph’s concern for his appearance 

and apparent arrogance in relaying 
his dreams. Yosef’s father grasped that 
the deceptively attractive external 
reflected an inner light. That his dreams 
depicted not personal aspirations but a 
prophecy. Essentially, Yosef’s brother’s 
transgression was their attempt to block 
his visionary power. As the saying goes: 
“don’t judge a book by its cover.” 

All too often we judge others based 
on their appearance. We perceive them 
based on a superficial evaluation before 
actually comprehending their true 
essence. We are told that the Beit HaMik-
dash was destroyed because of sinat 
chinam- hatred for no reason. Therefore, 
some suggest we ought to have ahavat 
chinam – we should love others for no 
reason. No reason? That is terrible! What 
is preferable is to find the hidden light in 
others. To search up close (rather than 
from afar like Yosef’s brothers) and find 
the special character in our fellow man. 
To sincerely appreciate them after getting 
to know them, rather than superficially 
acting as if we do. That is the lesson we 
are to internalize from Yosef’s brother’s 
shortcoming. 

Yosef’s Perception of Yaakov
There is another episode in the parsha 

that deals with one’s perception of oth-
ers.   At the beginning of the parsha Yosef 
is referred to as “Ben Zekunim”. Some 
interpret this to mean that Yosef found 
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favor in Yaakov’s eyes because he gave 
birth to him when Yaakov was older. Yet, 
Yaakov had Binyamin at an even older 
age. Rashi explains איקונין שלו דומה לו –for 
his (Yosef’s) features (זִיו אִיקוֹנִין) resembled 
his own (those of Yaakov).  The Bat Ayin 
offers an interesting interpretation, based 
on Rashi.  What led Yaakov to favor Yosef 
is that he recognized that Yosef admired 
and aspired to be like Yaakov. As opposed 
to the other children, Yosef viewed Yaa-
kov as a clear role model and followed his 
every move so he could learn from him. 
In fact, when Yosef was almost seduced 
by Potifar’s wife, Hazal tell us that he was 
able to withstand the pressure because he 
saw Yaakov’s face in a window (perhaps 
a refection of himself) and did not want 
to disappoint his father by engaging in 
inappropriate behavior.  

This teaches us the importance of select-
ing proper role models from whom we 
can learn proper midot. In today’s society, 
athletes and actors are placed on a ped-
estal and children look up to them. We 
ought to set an example by highlighting 
our personal role models and by acting in 
a consistent manner so that our children 
seek to mimic Torah scholars, who exem-
plify proper values and character traits.  

We see two diametrically opposed types 
of perception in the parsha. The brother’s 
perception of Yosef was superficial and 
flawed. Yosef’s perception of his father 
was sincere and used to enhance his own 
personal midot and yirat shamayim. May 
we take care when evaluating others, 
both friends and potential role models, 
so that we can improve our relationships 
and character. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
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