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Noteworthy 
Names

A name, we know, signifies one’s 
essence, one’s core identity. Chazal teach, 
“shema garim,” a name causes or influ-
ences a person’s reality. As a result of the 
famous struggle between Yaakov Avinu 
and the archangel of Eisav, Yaakov’s name 
is changed to Yisrael. What is the signif-
icance of this new name? Yaakov Avinu 
tries to find out the angel’s name, but the 
angel responds, “Why do you ask for my 
name?” What is the meaning of this reply? 
The Kli Yakar teaches that the name “Yis-
rael” is a composite of two words, “Yashar” 
and “Kel”. He explains the word “yashar” 
as meaning “to see,” as in, “ashurenu v’lo 
karov – I behold it but not soon”. (Bamidbar 
24;17) The Jew’s essence is to be able to ‘see’ 
Hashem in every circumstance. The world 
referred to as “olam” from the root that 

means “hidden.” It is a place of concealment, 
where Hashem’s presence is obscured. 
A Jew is challenged to pierce through the 
mask and see the Hand of Hashem orches-
trating everything. The archangel of Eisav 
represents the glitter and externalities of 
this world. Yisrael’s victory over Eisav is 
not physical. It is a bequest to his progeny 
the ability to live an elevated existence in a 
world that tries to snuff out spirituality.

Rav Biderman in Be’er Hachayim notes a 
fascinating observation. The Torah tells us 
that Yaakov was given the name Yisrael, “Ki 
sarita im Elokim ve’im anashim vatuchal – 
Because you have struggled with G-d and 
with man and have prevailed.” (Bereisheet 
32;29) Yisrael is related to the word “sarita” 
meaning “to struggle”. Is it not fascinating 
that Yaakov is given a name that expresses 
struggle as opposed to something that 
expresses victory? Would it not have been 
more appropriate to take his name from 
the word “vatuchal – you have prevailed”? 
Yet we learn from here that the essence of 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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a Jew, a Yisrael, is to contend and grapple, 
not necessarily to win. Our mission involves 
struggle, the outcome is never in our hands. 
After 120 years we will not be asked what 
we accomplished, rather, what we sought to 
accomplish. A parent is not held responsi-
ble for what his child becomes, only for his 
tefilah and his sincere effort to give his child 
the best tools to succeed. Western culture is 
goal oriented, Yiddishkeit, ‘Yisrael’, is pro-
cess and struggle oriented.

As the name Yisrael reflects the nature of 
the Jew, the angel’s response characterizes 
our nemesis, the Yetzer Hara. Rav Shmuelev-
itz explains that the angel did indeed answer 
Yaakov Avinu’s question. “Why do you ask 
my name?” It perfectly expresses the angel’s 
core identity. If we were to pause and ask his 
name, we would realize that it has no sub-
stance, it is just an illusion and the desires he 
is tempting us to gratify are momentary plea-
sures removing us from a world of sanctity. If 
we were to stop and focus on his ‘name’, his 
essence, we would realize the temptation no 
longer seems as inviting.

One small interchange holds the secret of 
the continuous battle between us and the 
forces of evil. When we focus on the essence 
of names, we unlock the secret to success 
and victory. 
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