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Yearning to 
Fulfill Mitzvot 

ה תָּ אֵחַר֖ עַד־עָֽ י וָֽ עִם־לָבָן֣ גַּרְ֔תִּ

I have sojourned with Laban, and I 
have tarried until now. (Bereshit  32:5)

Yaakov sends messengers to greet Esav 
and requests that they communicate spe-
cific information to him. Based on the 
pasuk above, Rashi explains the content of 
the message:  
גרתי בגימטריא תרי”ג, כלומר עם לבן הרשע גרתי ותרי”ג 

מצות שמרתי ולא למדתי ממעשיו הרעים

Garti has the numerical value of 613. That 
is to say: I lived with the wicked Lavan, but I 
kept the 613 commandments. 

It seems a bit of a stretch for Yaakov to 
claim that he fulfilled all 613 mitzvot. He 
was not able to perform mitzvot hatluyot 
ba’aretz while in chutz la’aretz (teruma, 
ma’aser etc). Hazal even highlight else-
where that Yaakov feared Esav would 
have the upper hand since Esav fulfilled 
the mitzva of kibbud av v’em, while Yaacov 
was unable to do so for the past 20 years!   
So how can Yaakov make a statement that 
he kept taryag mitzvot when it is impossi-
ble for him to have done so?  

Some commentators suggest that 
although one cannot actually perform a 
mitzva, by learning about the mitzva, it 
is as if one has fulfilled the mitzva.  The 

Chatam Sofer offers an alternative sug-
gestion.  The term attributed to Yaakov 
is taryag mitzvot shamarti. The word 
shamarti may be understood to mean “to 
perform” or “to keep”. However, in several 
other contexts the root shamar has a dif-
ferent implication.  In next week’s parsha 
after Yosef reveals his dreams to his broth-
ers, the Torah tells us:  ר בָֽ אֶת־הַדָּ מַר֥   וְאָבִי֖ו שָׁ
–but his father awaited the matter. The 
Chatam Sofer explains that Yaakov waited 
with anticipation for Yosef’s dream to 
become reality.  

The Chatam Sofer interprets the word 
“shamar” in a similar fashion in another 
context as well.  The Torah dictates: ושמרו בני 

 the literal translation may – ישראל את השבת
be that “Bnei Yisrael shall keep (observe) the 
Shabbat”. The Chatam Sofer interprets the 
word “v’shamru” to reflect that all week 
long we are to yearn with anticipation for 
the Shabbat to arrive.    

When Yaakov is attributed with stating 
“taryag mitzvot shamarti”, the intention 
is that although he could not fulfill all 613 
commandments, he yearned with antici-
pation the day he would be able to perform 
the mitzvot that he was unable to currently 
fulfill. 

We ought to experience the same thirst 
and enthusiasm when performing mitzvot.  
To yearn for those mitzvot that we are yet 
unable to fulfill and to appreciate and be 
excited when we engage in mitzvot.  
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On Chanuka we will recite the bracha 
of “she’hechiyanu, v’keyemanu, v’hegiyanu 
lazman hazeh”. We express our gratitude 
for being given the opportunity to partake 
in the mitzva of lighting the menorah.  
Yaakov yearned to fulfill all of the mitzvot.   
May we be careful not to engage in mitzvot 
out of routine and be able to experience 
excitement and enthusiasm while perform-
ing each and every mitzva. 

 

 

 
 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
 For Sale in The Village, Zayit, Eftat 

Stunning 210m 8 room cottage, 2 
private parking spots, central A/C.  
4,800,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dagan, Efrat 
Stunning 8 room cottage, middle 
unit. 3 floors, 230m.  5,250,000 NIS 
For Sale in Gefen, Efrat 
Beautiful 5 room duplex garden 
2,850,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dagan, Efrat 
5 room garden apt. 120 meters 
 2,990,000 NIS 
For Sale in Olive Project, Zayit, Efrat 
Gorgeous 4 room apt. 120m.  
2,850,000 NIS 
For sale in Zayit,  Efrat  
6 room duplex apt.  2,850,000 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more info 
0524588716 
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company 
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever 

FIRST TIME EVER CHANUKAH PROMOTION!! 
10% off all repairs and purchases from December 11th until December 31st 2022 

 
 

--------------------------------- RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH --------------------------------- 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il   Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il 
Phone: 02-999-2418 WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

Open throughout Chanukah  
 


