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1D LIKE TO OPEN THIS EPISODE WITH A RARE GESTURE,
NEVER DONE BEFORE ON THIS SHOW...

I’D LIKE TO DEDICATE THIS EPISODE TO
ALADY OF LAUDING LOVELINESS,

A WOMAN OF WHIRLWIND WONDER,

TO AFEMALE OF FIERY FEROCIOUS FINENESS,

TO A MISTRESS OF MIGHT AND...ERM...

SNORTE WHO'S THIS,
THEN? ELASTIGIRL?
CAPTAIN MARVEL? 4

MARY POPPINS? /%

REAL!

Year 2:

ISRAEL
NO! SOMEONE
WELL, IN THAT CASE,
TALKING ABOUT YOUR

SHUTTING THIS DOWN,

WELL, NO, IT
NOT BATIL...

by
Netanel Epstein

www.netbateps.com

5n9 9257
Rachel’s Tomb

HI, 'M CHEFTZIBA,

YOU'D BETTER BE BENTZI'S MUM.

WIFE, DUDE, OR I'M

CAN NEVER REMEMBER?

BENTZI ALWAYS SPEAKS
VERY HIGHLY OF YOU, YOU KNOW!,

YOU MUST BE THAT HOPELESSLY SULKY
KNOW-IT-ALL STICK-IN-THE-MUD 01K
WHO WORKS WITH HIM, WHOSE NAME HE

ANYWAY, MUM, | BROUGHT YOU ALONG TODAY
BECAUSE | THOUGHT YOU'D ENJOY IT, AS IT'S
ONE OF YOUR FAVOURITE PLACES...

BUT MR. CODSHOW’S CONDITION IS THAT YOU
STAY OUT OF CAMERA RANGE, AND KEEP QUIET
DURING FILMING, IS THAT OK?

OF COURSE, DARLING!
YOU GET ON WITH YOUR JO0B,
LL JUST WATCH PROUDLY
FROM THE SIDELINES.

f 0K, DUDE, ACTION! E

KEVER RACHEL, RACHEL’S TOMB,
OUTER BET-LECHEM.
ONE OF THE MOST CHERISHED
SITES IN THE HEART OF EVERY

JEW FOR THOUSANADS OF

IT WAS HERE THAT A DEVASTATED
YAAKOV AVINU BURIED HIS BELOVED
WIFE AFTER SHE DIED IN CHILDB-
0H, BENNY'LE,

COME UNDONE...

YOUR SHIRT BUTTON’S

THERE! ALL SORTED!
SORRY, CARRY ON!
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THE... THE MIDRASH SAYS — BASED ON THE FAMOUS WORDS
OF YIRMIYAHU — THAT SHE WAS BURIED THERE WITH THE
KNOWLEDGE THAT WHEN NEBUCHADNEZZAR Il WOULD EXILE
US TO BABYLON, WE WOULD PASS BY HER GRAVE AND SHE'LL
“STEP OUT” TO GREET US AND PRAY FOR US...

SORRY, YOU HAD THIS
HORRIBLE LITTLE
TUFT STICKING UP AT
THE BACK...




AHEM. YES.

/A LITTLE SMUDGE THERE

ERM... ORIGINALLY, FOUR
PILLARS AND A DOME WERE
BUILT AROUND THE TOMB, AS

...AND HER MOTHERLY PRAYERS FOR UUS WOULD
BE SO PASSIONATE THAT 6-D HIMSELF CONSOLES
HER, KNOWING SHE'LL NEVER GIVE UP ON US...

DOCUMENTED IN THE YEAR 1170 i oo tAnL1tR

BY BINYAMIN OF TOLEDO, FROM THE TIME
THE FAMOUS EXPLORER... MACHINE...

OF SOMETHING ON YOUR
HANDSOME LITTLE NOSEY
THERE...

LOOKS LIKE CHOCOLATE,
HAVE YOU BEEN LICKING THE
CAKE MIXER AGAIN?

BE RESPECTFUL...
DON'T ARGUE OR
LOSE YOUR TEMPER...
CONTINUE AS USUAL...

SORRY, SORRY, WOULDN'T WANT T0
GET IN THE WAY... PLEASE CONTINUE!

WHERE... WHERE WAS 1?7
OH, YEAH...

ONLY IN... 1621 ...DID THE OTTOMAN
RULER OF YERUSHALAYIM PERMIT
JEWS T0 BUILD WALLS BETWEEN

THOSE PILLARS...TO FORM THE FAMOUS
STRUCTURE BY THE WIDELY-KNOWN

‘ OLIVE TREE...

m BIT CHILLY TODAY,
DON'T YOU THINK? YOU SHOULD
WRAP UP, BENNY-BUNNIKINS,
OR YOU'LL CATCH A COLD! /7

MONTEFIORE, IN HONOUR OF HIS WIFE,

JUDITH, WHO WAS CHILDLESS, BUT
\ WANTED T0 BE MOTHERLY

FOR ISRAEL...

YOUR POOR LITTLE
WENTELIES ARE TURNING

BLUE WITH THE COLD...

TH-THOUSANDS OF YEARS OF
JEWS DEVOTEDLY FLOCKING TO THE
TOMB, OFTEN AT GREAT PERSONAL RISK,

WERE BRUTALLY STOPPED WHEN THE
JORDANIANS TOOK OVER IN THE ISRAELI
WAR OF INDEPENDENCE...
THEY UPROOTED THE FAMOUS OLIVE TREE.

DUE TO REPEATED TERRORIST GUNFIRE,

CONCRETE WALLS AND NOW LOOKS NOTHI

YOU'LL GET A TERRIBLE COUGH, LIKE THE
ONE YOU HAD AT YOUR FOURTH BIRTHDAY,
REMEMBER? WHEN YOU SPLATTERED
ALL YOUR FRIENDS WITH YUKKY BITS OF
CHOCOLATE CAKE...?

AND WHEN WE WON KEVER RACHEL BACK
IN THE SIX-DAY-WAR, 45,000 JEWS
FLOCKED THERE TO GIVE THANKS,
INCLUDING PRESIDENT SHAZAR AND WIFE...

THE COMPOUND WAS FORTIFIED WITH

N
LIKE ITS ORIGINAL APPEARANCE... J

AND JUST TO MAKE SURE YOU'RE
ALL SNUGGLY WARM...

OVER THE CENTURIES, ISRAEL
NEVER GAVE UP ON KEVER RACHEL!

EVEN WHEN THE 0SLO ACCORDS PLANNED T0'\ COUNTING ON HER DEVOTION TO US!
HAND OVER BET LECHEM TO THE ARABS, THE THERE'VE EVEN BEEN SIGHTINGS OF HER
PEOPLE FAMOUSLY STOOD UP AND RAGED

THAT “YOU DON'T GIVE UP YOUR OWN

MOTHER!” AND THE PLANS WERE CHANGED...

...AND JUST TO PROTECT YOUR
ADORABLE LITTLE EARIES...
AND... IN RETURN

RACHEL CONTINUES
T0 PRAY FOR US...

HER CHILDREN PRAY HERE DAY AND NIGHT,

PROTECTING 1.D.F SOLDIERS IN BATTLE...
BECAUSE AS OUR MOTHER, SHE NEVER...

] and

I... 1 DO HOPE | DIDN'T GET IN THE
WAY...? OR... OR CRAMP YOUR STYLE?

0H, MUM! WEREN'T YOU
LISTENING? WHAT WOULD THE
JEWISH PEOPLE BE WITHOUT THE
|\ PROTECTIVE EMBRACE OF
OUR HOLY MOTHERS?

IN YOUR CASE, DUDE,
A LITTLE LESS SWEATY...

GIVES UP ON HER CHILDREN... Lovmglydedlcated to my own amazing wonder-woman
um.

, who’s everything written in the first panel,

my,
thankfully not at all h e Bentzi’s mum in all the
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