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Eyesight 
Examined

“Vayehi ki zaken Yitzchak vatich-hena 
einav mei-reot - and Yitzchak had grown old 
and his eyesight was fading…” (Bereisheet 
27;1) Rashi offers three separate interpreta-
tions as to why Yitzchak was unable to see 
at the end of his life. Firstly, it was a direct 
result Eisav’s marriage to Canaanite women, 
the previous section in the parashah. 
Yitzchak’s eyes were affected by the smoke 
of the idolatrous incense offered by Eisav’s 
wives. Secondly, at the Akeidah, the angels’ 
tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes, blinding him. 
Finally, Hashem arranged that Yitzchak 
would lose his sight so that Yaakov Avinu 
could disguise himself as Eisav and get the 
blessings. It is most curious that Rashi brings 
all three interpretations and does not suffice 
with one.

Rav Weinberger in Shemen Hatov explains 
that Rashi is noting the progression in 
Yitzchak’s declining eyesight. It began at 
the Akeidah, when Hashem prevented him 
from seeing his father’s knife held over his 
head. The idol worship of Eisav’s wives was 
something Yitzchak was presently experienc-
ing, orchestrated so that he would not know 
Eisav’s true character, and think that he was 
still deserving of the brachot. Finally, his eyes 
were completely dimmed so that Yaakov 

could receive the brachot in the future.
Rav Rivlin in Einei Haparashah under-

stands all three of Rashi’s interpretations 
as expressions of Yitzchak Avinu’s middat 
hagevurah, his middah of strength and self 
-discipline. Accordingly, blindness is used 
as a euphemism for drawing inward and 
self-reflection. Since his experience at the 
Akeidah when the heavens opened, Yitzchak 
Avinu had always kept the image of Gan 
Eden/spiritual perfection at the forefront of 
his consciousness. Although he lived in a 
physical world, he essentially lived in a spiri-
tual dimension. When his home began to fill 
with the smoke from his daughters in law’s 
sacrifices, Yitzchak pulled further into his 
own world, shutting out the world around 
him. The third and final event, when he was 
to give the brachot to his sons was the quint-
essential moment of imparting his legacy to 
the next generation before passing on to the 
next world. 

In a fascinating and creative approach, Rav 
Schwab (Maayan Beit Hashoeva), links these 
three ideas. Angels can function in only one 
dimension at a time. The angels that shed 
tears at the Akedah were angels of mercy; 
these tears brought pure mercy into the 
world, causing Yitzchak Avinu to ‘see’ things 
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primarily from this perspective. Thus, he did 
not judge Eisav’s wives in a negative way for 
their behavior, and similarly saw Eisav in a 
positive light, thinking that he was deserving 
of the brachot. 

Likewise, Rav Milevsky in Ner Uziel 
explains that Yitzchak Avinu, who never left 
Eretz Yisrael, represented the ideal state of 
the Jewish people. As a result of the Akeidah 
he developed a kind of spiritual tunnel 
vision, wherein he was blinded to the harsh 
realities of the physical world. Yitzchak 
Avinu believed that Eisav and Yaakov Avinu 
could work in tandem to bring Hashem’s 
presence into the world in a constructive, 
dynamic way. It is Yitzchak Avinu’s ‘limited 
eyesight’ that will ultimately become our 
eyesight, seeing everything in the world as 
a forum for complete spiritual dedication to 
Hashem. 
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FOR SALE 
2 BDRM 60 M GARDEN APT IN KATAMONIM

EXPANSION POTENTIAL, 2 ENTRANCES
LARGE WRAP AROUND GARDEN

3.25 MILLION NIS

FOR RENT
4.5 ROOM APT ON MENDELE ST,  TALBIEH
100 M, 3.5 BDRMS, 1.5 BATHS, BALCONY
ONLY 7 STEPS,  VERY GOOD CONDITION

7800 NIS 

3 RMS ON TCHERNICHOVSKY ST
80 M, FURNISHED,  INCLUDES APPLIANCES

3RD FLOOR WITH ELEVATOR
6500 NIS

בס"ד

6 Ben Yefune street, Baka:
3 room apartment in a building
designated for urban renewal
program. 50 sqm on 2nd floor with a
balcony. Great location, in the quiet
heart of Baka, close to shops, coffee
shops, restaurants and public
transport.Ideal as an investment!
Asking price: 2,450,000 NIS
Rachel Rich: 058-680-5800

Beautiful, renovated 4 room
apartment in the sought-after
Zion Towers at Arnona. 93
sqm + balcony with a view of
the park. Private parking and 
a storage room. Modern, well
maintained building with an
elegant lobby and a gym.
Ushi Gross: 050-286-9312

JHOMES -  16 KING DAVID STREET,  JERUSALEM
IFTAH & YOAV BEN DAYAN, OWNERS

Musrara: Unique 5 room apartment in an
authentic Arab style house. 156 sqm plus
a 35 sqm yard. High ceilings, private
entrance and a spacious storage room.
Great location, only minutes walk to
Mamilla and a comfortable walk to the
Kotel. Tova Shapira: 050-580-3467

For Rent: 2 Studio apartments in Ibn Ezra street, Rechavia.
Available for residential / commercial use.

Ayelet Ben Dayan: 054-734-4633


