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on to every inch of Eretz Yisrael possible, 
as small and seemingly insignificant as an 
old disused water hole might be. 

But the answer is more likely found in 
the completion of the above verse: “And 
he called them [the fresh wells] by the same 
names that his father had called them.” 
Following Haketav Vehakabala [cited by 
Nechama Leibowitz], Avraham had previ-
ously given names to his wells that reflected 
Hashem’s beneficence and established His 
name among the people. For example, 
Beer-lahai-roi, meaning ‘The well of Him 
that lives and sees me.”

After Avraham died, the local populace 
reverted to their old idol-worshiping habits 
and wished to erase any memory of that 
worldview that contradicted their innate 
beliefs, including Avraham’s wells associ-
ated with the One God. 

Nevertheless, Yitzchak bravely revived 
those wells and their names. No wonder 
feuds later erupted between Yitzchak’s ser-
vants and the local herdsmen of Gerar over 
new wells discovered. Yet Yitzchak was 
undeterred and preserved his father’s tra-
ditions despite the prevailing antagonism 
– “in order to restore the crown of true faith 
to its former glory.”

So Yitzchak is not the docile character we 
might have thought; on the contrary, he is a 
“Gibbor,” a true hero. 
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Well, Well, Well.
Some scholars view Yitzchak Avinu as 

passive because others found him a wife, 
and he appeared to acquiesce to the Akeida 
without any resistance. But we should not 
be surprised because Yitzchak is Gevurah, 
the attribute of Din – restriction and Justice.

In contrast, Avraham was a pathfinder, 
educator, warrior, and proactive individual 
characterized by his many good deeds on 
behalf of humanity – the epitome of Chesed.

However, our view of Yitzchak changes 
when we read in our Parsha that “Yitzchak 
sowed in that land [Gerar] and received in 
the same year a hundredfold…and the Lord 
blessed him.” Because of his riches, Avi-
melech indicated to Yitzchak that he leave 
Gerar, at which time Yitzchak dug anew the 
wells that Avraham, his father, had dug. 

Clearly, the jealous local Philistines had 
no problem covering Avraham’s wells, 
even at their own expense, so much was 
their “disgust” that our forefathers should 
“encroach” successfully on what they con-
sidered their property. 

But why, if Yitzchak was so wealthy 
– “blessed with flocks and herds, a large 
household, and the envy of the Philistines” 
– would he bother to dig the old dried-up 
wells anew?

With today’s sensitivities, we could 
understand that Yitzchak wanted to hold 


