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RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Nation Only 
In the Land

“‘The Sages taught: One who sees multi-
tudes of Israel recites: Blessed…Who knows 
all secrets…Ulla said: We hold there is no 
multitude in Babylonia. The sage taught: A 
multitude is no fewer than six hundred thou-
sand people. (Berachot 58a)’

The nation residing in the Land of Israel, the 
Holy Land, due to its additional spirit, its his-
tory, its physical makeup, and all its elements, 
is able [to attain] the category of ‘a nation,’ 
[one] which can be considered ‘multitude’...

For this ‘multitude’ to be [significant], [it can-
not be] in a foreign land, it must be in Eretz 
Yisrael, and an appropriate number  - 600,000, 
the beginning of the flowering of the light of 
the ‘House of Jacob’, and in this [multitude of 
600,000 in the Land] we are assured with cer-
tainty by the spirit of Hashem which is upon 
us, that there will be ‘testimony to Jacob, and 
the Torah will be firm in Israel, to be a nation 
before Hashem. “People will hallow the Holy 
One of Jacob and stand in awe of the God of 
Israel” (Yeshayahu 29:23) (Eretz Chefetz 1:8)

If we have ever had the opportunity to 
participate in a gathering of tens of thou-
sands of Jews we know the exhilarating 
feeling we have at such an assembly. We 
may spontaneously feel moved to recite 
a beracha. The Talmud states that in such 

a scenario a beracha is actually required. 
However the Talmud stipulates that two 
conditions are necessary in order to recite 
the beracha: (a) the gathering is in Israel (b) 
only if one sees 600,000 people.

Rav Kook explains the need for both of 
these conditions. First, only in the Land of 
Israel do the people of Israel feel their histor-
ical connection and spiritual qualities which 
are associated with the Land. Therefore out-
side the Land there is a lack of cohesiveness 
and although the number that have gath-
ered may be great, the many remain distinct 
and detached from one another. 

The second factor, the number 600,000, is 
the basic number that reflects peoplehood. 
It was the tally of the Jewish population 
that left Egypt. A number smaller than 
this is merely a particular community or 
group - not a nation. The nation of 600,000 
represents the eternal nation that received 
the eternal word of God at Sinai. Our peo-
plehood is only meaningful when we are 
bound to the Torah.

Rav Kook’s closing words, cited above, 
echo with prophetic tones. Rav Kook asserts 
that when 600,000 Jews return to the Land 
of Israel, this is a sure sign that the people of 
Israel have coalesced into a nation.

Amazingly the Jewish population of Israel 
at the founding of the State of Israel was 
650,000. 

Rav Shlomo Aviner, one the great expos-
itors on the writing of Rav Kook, shares a 
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story of meeting an elderly man with a long 
white beard who said the following to him: 
“When my grandfather was born - there 
were 80,000 Jews in Israel, when my father 
was born there were 200,000 Jews in Israel, 
when I was born there were 600,000 Jews in 
Israel, whe my son was born there were now 
2 million Jews in Israel, when my grandson 
was born there were 4 million Jews in Israel. 
(Orot HaTeshuva, Persush Shlomo Aviner, p. 
471, footnote 1589)

We can joyously add an update to the fig-
ures cited above. Today, here in Israel, the 
Jewish population is at 7 million strong, 
Baruch Hashem. 

Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin, one of leading 
sages of the past hundred years, taught that 
when a Jew is deciding if they will make 
Aliyah, that individual must surely take 
into account what is best for the nation. 
He learns this from God’s command to 
Avraham to make his home in the Land of 
Israel. God first speaks of the Land as the 
place where Avraham’s descendants will 
become “a great nation.” Rabbi Sorotzkin 
writes: When a Jew is debating whether or 
not to move to the Land of Israel, he must 
first consider what is best for the people 
of Israel, for he cannot become a “great 
nation” except in his own Land. In exile, we 
can never become great in quantity, for our 
enemies there consume us, nor in quality, 
for the Divine Presence does not rest outside 
the Land. (Oznaim L’Torah, Artscoll, p.92)

Rav Kook did not only preach and write 
about the concept of nationhood, but 
worked passionately for the nation to be uni-
fied and feel brotherhood. One of the great 
examples of this was an initiative in which 
he organized a trip of leading rabbis to visit 

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org

 This workshop will be divided into separate 
sessions designated for Yeshivot and 

Seminary professionals. The Workshop will 
provide a more in-depth understanding of 

developmentally appropriate sexuality for this 
age group and offer help in how to respond 
supportively to students regarding issues of 
sexuality. There will be a presentation and 
opportunity for questions and discussion. 

CROSSROADS PRESENTS: 

 
Workshop Facilitator: 

Dr. David Ribner, 
Chairman of the 

Sex Therapy Training 
program-Continuing 

Education Unit, 
Bar Ilan. 

Register at
www.crossroadsjerusalem.org/sexuality
For more information, contact: Mira at
02-6246265/mira@crossroadsjerusalem.org

2:00-3:15 PM 
Female staff of 
Seminaries & 

Religous Women’s 
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3:30-4:45 PM 
Male staff of 
Yeshivot & 

Religous Men’s 
Programs
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the many new settlements in the north of 
Israel. Many of the residents in these loca-
tions were not religious Jews. 

In the year 5674 (1913-14) Rav Kook led 
the esteemed group to the Shomron and 
Galilee. A major goal was to bridge the gap 
between the “new generation” [i.e., the pio-
neer settlers] and the “old” [the long-time 
residents of the Land]. Rav Kook said: “We 
are neglecting our obligation towards these 
[irreligious] brothers of ours. Most of their 
sins are unintentional, not deliberate.” (An 
Angel Among Men, Raz, pp. 415-416).

At the conclusion of Shabbat in Zichron 
Yaakov the following stunning scene 
unfolded. It was Rav Kook’s general prac-
tice to pour a bit of water in the cup of wine 
when he would recite kiddush for Shabbat 
and festivals. When it came to Havdalah 
though, he would not mix any water into 
wine. Before reciting Havdalah for the set-
tlers on Saturday night, Rav Kook remarked 
that generally his custom was not to pour 
water into the cup of Havdalah, but this time 
he would make an exception to the rule. 
He explained that according to Kabbalistic 
teaching the wine symbolizes stern judg-
ment. He sought to unify the nation of Israel 
in the Land and bring together in brother-
hood the Orthodox and the secularists. To 
achieve this lofty ideal, it would be neces-
sary to break down the barrier between the 
two sectors by “sweetening” or softening 
the harsh judgment. This special moment 

in time requires the courage to heroically 
pursue this path. And without further ado, 
Rav Kook poured a bit of water into the cup 
of Havdalah, as he was about to recite the 
blessing “Ha- Mavdil bein kodesh le’chol” 
(“who distinguishes between sacred and 
secular”). (Angel Among Men, p.417 and The 
Koren Rav Kook Siddur, p. 783-784) 

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels
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