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N Al I'VE GOT IT UNDER CONTROL. NICE TRY, CHILD, BUT IT
SHLOMTZI YERUSHALMI, UHH...SHLOMTZITOWN? DOESN'T WORK LIKE THAT.

WILL YOU GET BACK IN HERE! ; YEAH, | NAME THIS TOWNS AND CITIES DON'T GET THEIR
"ONE SMALL STEP FOR ME,] I PLACE AFTER (TS NEW NAMES JUST BECAUSE SOMEONE
ONE GIANT LEAP FOR GLORIOUS QUEEN - WITH %A“;‘Y “A"‘F‘E “;“’"E“ED
SHLOMTZITOWN! HER ROYAL GIGGLOUS BE THERE FIRST...

MAGNIFICENTOUS

» . . WHAT ABOUT
%\) \ SHORTNESS

QUEEN SHLOMTZI! c WASHINGTON?

TOLD YOU NOT TO
BRING HER ALONG, DUDE...
MY DAD’LL 6O NUTS...

HMM... SUSPICIOUS... BUT
AS LONG AS MR. CODSHOW SEES WE'RE

MANAGING TO WORK WITH HER ON SET...

WELL, 0K, BUT... IT DOESN'T WORK LIKE
THATWERE, OK? THIS 1S \SRAEL,
THE HOLY LAND, EVERYTHING HERE
HAS INFINITELY DEEP SIGNIFICANCE!
EVEN TOWN-NAMES.

HERE’S A THOUGHT, SHLOMTZ,

WHY DON'T YOU COUNT THE
SHEEPIES? THAT WAY YOU
MIGHT FALL ASLEEP...?

WELCOME TO THE BIBLICAL (ITY OF
BE'ER SHEVA - WHOSE VERY NAME
IS STEEPED IN THE DEEPEST ROOTS
OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE’S HIST-

/ THIS PLACE, FOR EXAMPLE, IS THE FAMOUS
BE'ER SHEVA... AND YOU CAN LEARN ALL
ABOUT ITS SIGNIFICANCE FROM IT NAME,
IF YOU LISTEN CLOSELY TO MY REPORT
AND DON'T INTERRUPT, 0K?

0K, DADDY!

ONETWOTHREEFOUR
FIVESIXSEVEN! SEE?
I’M NOT SLEEPY!

0K, NEVER MIND, JUST...
PLEASE BE NICE AND QUIET]
FOR THE CAMERA...?

“BE'ER SHEVA” LITERALLY THESE SEVEN EWES - CORRESPONDING T0O

TRANSLATES AS “THE WELL OF WHYFORE, AVRAHAM, DID THY SEPRATE THE SEVEN DIVINE ATTRIBUTES WITH WHICH
SEVEN”, OR “THE SEVEN WELLS” THESE SEVEN SHEEP FROM THE OTHERS? G-D CREATED AND RUNS THE WORLD - ARE
BUT IN AN INTERESTINGLY TESTIMONY TO THE FACT THAT | HAVE DUG
LINGUISTIC TWIST, THE WORD SHHH! WE ARE NOW THIS WELL.
“SHEVA” ALSO MEANS... WITNESSING THE FAMOUS WE BOTH SWEAR TO THIS MUTUAL COVENANT

SHOWDOWN BETWEEN AVRAHAM
AVINU AND AVIMELECH, KING OF
GRAR, WHEREBY AVRAHAM FIRST
NAMES THIS PLACE...

BETWEEN US AND OUR GRANDCHILDREN ON
THE BASIS THAT THE PHYSICAL WELL, AND THE
SPIRITUAL ONE, THAT | HAVE UNEARTHED HERE,
REMAINS IN MY NAME, UNDER MY INFLUENCE

ONLY.

S0 THIS PLACE IS
NAMED AFTER
SEVEN SHEEP?
THAY DOESN'T

SOUND LIKE A
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CWELL...
I SUPPOSE...  \
/LET US JUST MAKE |

AS | WAS SAYING: “SHAVVA” MEANS | GRR‘-'NI%SJ%
“SWEARING ALLEIGENCE” AS WELL ,
AS “SEVEN” - IT’S THE WELL OF THE THAT IF YOU CAN'T | |77 A DIFFERENT REASON IT°S

CONTAIN HER, HE CALLED “THE SEVEN WELLS"!
| wie TS PLACE SWORN COVENANT, BASED ON THE CONTAIN HER, A M GONNA FIND OUT!

BEER SHAVVAY ,, " y BRING HER ’ = i

\ p— ALONG ANYMORE...?
VERY NICE, DADDY,

BUT THEN HOW COME| | —
NOBODY CALLS IT é/‘ Y
"BE'ER SHAVVA”? X

=

1 KNOW, | KNOW,
AND | PROMISED HIM
| CAN HANDLE IT...

BUT THERES ONLY ONE WELL THERE, r SHUSH, YOu! ‘
NOT SEVEN! AND HE ONLY NAMED AFTER THE DESTRUCTION OF THE FIRST
IT SEVEN”, NOT “THE WELL OF SEVEN!” TEMPLE, BE'ER SHEVA LAY DESOLATE FOR
HUNDREDS OF YEARS. THERE IS LITTLE
MOVING ON! BE'ER SHEVA EVIDENCE OF JEWISH PRESENCE IN
WAS, FOR CENTURIES, THE BE’ER SHEVA EVEN DURING THE
SOUTHERNMOST SETTLEMENT SECOND TEMPLE ERA.
IN THE KINGDOM OF ISRAEL...

SEE, MASTER YITZCHAK?
AVIMELECH AND HIS COHORTS HAVE
FINALLY WALKED AWAY IN PEACE, \
SWEARING THAT THE SEVEN HOLY DIVINE |-
ATTRIBUTES WILL REMAIN EXCLUSIVELY /|
YOURS AND YOUR
DESCENDENTS"!
AND IMMEDIATELY AFTER THAT W
DUG THIS WELL, FULL OF LIVING WATER.!

EXCELLENT! S
WE MUST NAME
THIS WELL “SEVEN"!

7

BUT WHERE
ARE THE OTHER
SIX WELLS?

ONLY IN 1900 DID THE TURKISH EMPIRE
DECIDE TO FOUND A NEW CITY THERE
EN-ROUTE TO THE NEWLY-OPENED SUEZ
NAME, EITHER! ) CANAL. THEY NAMED IT ”B|R—A—SABA”“

SO WHY DIDN'T THEY CALL
IT “THE ELEVEN...”

TODAY 1T ISRAEL'S THIRD-LARGEST
(ITY, WITH OVER 220,000 RESIDENTS,
RANKING NINTHLY-POPULATED...
| CAN'T TAKE THIS ANYMORE!

PP rver QAND DURING THE BRITISH |

/GRANDPA’S _ ANDATE, IN A 1931
BEER”?1 4 CENSUS, THE TOWN HOUSED
A OVER 2700 MUSLIMS AND

ONLY 11 JEWS! ELEVEN!!!

WELL, WELL, WELL, BENTZI...

HEY, SEVEN "WELL”S!

1S THAT How
BE'ER SHEVA 6OT

WOW, SO MUCH FOR
2 HAVING THIS UNDER
CONTROL... 4

A

CONQURED IT IN THE ISRAELI WAR OF
INDEPENDENCE DID BEER SHEVA
INAUGRATE ITS FIRST SHUL (synacoGUE)...
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