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After a whirlwind trip to 
the United States I am over-
joyed to be writing this week’s 
column from Israel. This past 
week I attended the Senior 

Staff - OU International Conference, which 
took place at the TWA Hotel at New York’s 
JFK Airport, with a focus on management. 

Together with 75 other senior staff mem-
bers from around the world we turned our 
attention to ways in which we can each 
foster creativity, team building and culture 
within our respective areas of the organi-
zation, and globally. We were tasked with 
finding solutions to management challenges 
and identifying areas of need and oppor-
tunity within the organization. While OU 
Israel often collaborates with the global 
team, the seminars and training protocols 
allowed us to share in new experiences and 
appreciate one another in new ways. 

But in truth, my time away was both 
meaningful and painful. As olim, we can 
appreciate how far Eretz Yisrael can feel 
whenever tragedy strikes within the bor-
ders of our Holy Land. On Tuesday morning 
we received news about the 
piguah in Ariel. Tamir Avihai, a 
father of six, Michael Ledigin, 
a father of two, and Mordechai 
Ashkenazi, a father of three and 
grandfather of two,  were mur-
dered near Ariel.

The news was personally dev-
astating to one of our OU Israel Youth Center 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

staff members for the Sderot branch - Shirel 
Avihai, the daughter of Tamir HY”D. 

As is the nature of Am Yisrael, whenever 
tragedy strikes our brethren, the beat of 
our national heart can be felt around the 
world. Within minutes, those injured or 
killed become instantly known to Klal Yis-
rael on a global scale as we stop to daven 
for the welfare of all those impacted. Upon 
seeing the news at breakfast, our Executive 
Vice Presidents Rabbi Moshe Hauer and 
Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph immediately led us 
in pirkei Tehillim; for the refuah shelama of 
those injured, the aliyat neshama of those 
who were so tragically taken from us, and 
nechama for their loved ones. 

My heart ached to be in Israel with Shirel 
and her family during their time of grief but 
I took comfort in the fact that they wouldn’t 
be alone. As is our national response to 
tragedy, Shirel and her family were accom-
panied by Klal Yisrael - foreign and familiar 
- who attended the levaya and shiva, while 
tefillot emanating from around the world 
surrounded each of the holy neshamot and 
their families, embracing them in comfort. 

Upon my return to Eretz Yis-
rael, I attended the shiva of the 
Avihai family together with 
Chaim Pelzner, representing the 
OU Israel staff and OU world-
wide. Shirel was next to her 
husband with her sweet year 
and nine month old daughter. I 

brought with me a letter from OU President 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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Moishe Bane, Rabbi Moshe Hauer and Rabbi 
Dr. Josh Joseph for Shirel that brought tears 
to her eyes. As I expected, the shiva house 
was packed. Just as I walked in, I saw mem-
bers of Knesset leave. I saw the Mayor of 
the Shomron, my friend Yossi Dagan, offer 
words of comfort. When leaving, olim from 
Modiin and Beit Shemesh passed me on the 
street and asked for directions to the Avi-
hai shiva so they could fulfill the mitzvah of 
nichum aveilim. 

The pain of a Jew being murdered - espe-
cially in Israel - is shared by Klal Yisrael 
around the world. Throughout the remain-
der of the week, Jews traveled from one 
shiva house to the next, offering comfort, 
strength and support. Beginning my week in 
the United States where I witnessed leaders 
of American Jewry stop to join in the global 
mourning of our people, and ending it in 
Eretz Yisrael where I sat beside my broth-
ers and sisters as we grieved together, one 
thought remained throughout. Despite our 
differences we continue to fulfill the words 
of our Sages, “K’ish echad b’lev echad” - we 
are like one man with one heart. 

May we continue to connect to each other, 
find meaning in our common destiny and 
strength to fulfill our shared responsibility 
to care for one another. 

May the families of Tamir, Michael and 
Mordechai find comfort. 

Wishing Klal Yisrael many Smachot. 
Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 

Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Vered Real Estate Agent 
FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON 

Beautiful spacious renovated 
penthouse, 210m, 6 rooms, 2 master 
bedrooms, Sukka balcony of 50m, 

Shabbat elevator, covered parking, 
storage room
10,800,000NIS 

Vered 054 560 4928
Veredly@hotmail.com



6     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783



6     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

Brunch 

Free event for relevant participants.  
To reserve your place, contact 
Binyamin Margo at 054-446-5276

Beit Tovei Ha’ir invites you and your friends 
(70+ and independent) to a sumptuous brunch 

with Rabbi Dov Lipman, former MK and Director 
of Yad L’Olim. Mingle with friends at Jerusalem’s 
premier residence for religious seniors, and tour 

our new apartments and fitness center.

with Dov Lipman
at Beit Tovei Hai'r 

  Monday, November 28, 2022 | ד' כסלו
from 10:00 am | 36 Rehov Malchei Yisrael, Jerusalem 
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

The Essence of 
Blessing - #TYH

When Yaakov was given his blessing 
(27:28), he was told ויתן לך האלקים, “G-d shall 
grant you the dew of the heavens….”  When 
his brother Eisav was given a similar bless-
ing (27:30), he was simply told that the dew 
of the heavens would be his, without men-
tioning G-d’s involvement. The difference 
in formulation was apparently a response 
to the way Yaakov had expressed himself to 
his father (27:20), attributing his personal 
success to G-d, “Because Hashem your G-d 
caused it to happen for me.” This was the 
way Yaakov spoke and lived, acknowledg-
ing Hashem’s presence in the abundant 
gifts of his life (Rashi 27:21).

Apparently, an essential part of the bless-
ing is recognizing its source. Eisav may 
have been blessed with material prosper-
ity, but he received it in a vacuum, in an 

empty world. Yaakov, on the other hand, 
was blessed to feel and see the comforting 
and sustaining hand of Hashem, acknowl-
edging and feeling His presence. 

Chazon Ish shared this idea in an import-
ant lesson about faith:

An insidious misunderstanding has crept 
into the hearts of many regarding the con-
cept of faith. “Bitachon”, a virtue of the 
most pious, has been construed to imply 
an obligation to believe under all circum-
stances of uncertainty that the result will 
undoubtedly be the good one, such that 
one who is concerned about the eventual 
outcome is faulted as lacking faith. This 
understanding is flawed, as one who has 
not been informed by prophesy cannot 
know the future. Rather “bitachon” is the 
belief that nothing in our world happens 
by chance and that whatever occurs was 
by G-d’s design. 

Yaakov’s blessing included both the 
prosperity, the dew of the heavens, and 
his appreciation of the ever-present hand 
of G-d. As his descendants, we can make 
note of both the many material and phys-
ical blessings in our lives, , and Hashem’s 
encouraging presence in our world.  אל תירא 

 כי עמך אני אל תשתע כי אני אלקיך אמצתיך אף עזרתיך

 Do not fear for I am“  .אף תמכתיך בימין צדקי
with you; be not discouraged for I am your 
G-d; I encouraged you, I helped you, I have 
supported you with My righteous hand.”  
(Yeshayahu 41:10) 

We buy your Gold & Silver
Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals 

I pay cash! I will meet you where you want! Customer service!

972-54-219-2428
mail: absaffran@gmail.com

Follow Us 
On Facebook
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True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club

Engagement Rings ∙ Stud Earrings  
Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
  www.JeffMorDiamondJewelry.com
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

This is the parsha of Yitzchak and Rivka’s 
life. Rivka has twins, Esav and Yaakov. Yaa-
kov buys the birthright from Esav. Yitzchak 
goes to Gerar in a famine, is told not to leave 
the Land, digs the wells Avraham dug and 
renews the pact with Avimelech. Yitzchak 
is elderly, plans to give the blessing to Esav 
but is deceived by Yaakov. Esav wants to 
kill Yaakov. Yaakov travels to Padan Aram 
so as not to marry a woman from Canaan.

1st Aliya (25:19-26:6) Yitzchak 
is 40 when he marries Rivka. 
He prays for her, as she is bar-

ren.  She is troubled by her pregnancy, told 
she has 2 nations in her womb and bears 
them when Yitzchak is 60. Yitzchak loves 
Esav, Rivka loves Yaakov. Yaakov buys the 
birthright from Esav for a pot of lentil soup.  

KI TEITZEII Yitzchak journeys to Gerar in a famine.  G-d 
tells him not to go to Egypt but to dwell in 
the Land, as it is promised to him.  

This is the parsha of succession.  Yitzchak 
has now taken Avraham’s place, Rivka has 
taken Sarah’s. And already, the next gen-
eration is born. But Rivka is told that she 
has 2 nations in her womb. This revelation 
to her is crucial in understanding the later 
story of Yaakov stealing the blessing meant 
for Esav.  

When we read the stories in the Torah 
we are at a distinct disadvantage. Because 
we know how the story turns out. After 
all, we read the Torah every year and we 
know these stories pretty well by now. But 
it is crucially important that we read the 
stories as if they are in real time, as if we 
don’t know the end. Rivka knows that her 
2 sons are 2 nations. That’s all she knows.  
But what does that mean? Does it mean as 
we say colloquially: Tel Aviv and Jerusalem 
are 2 countries. Well, not really. But like 2 
countries. Is that what 2 nations means?  
She doesn’t really have 2 nations in her 
womb, rather 2 very different types, but 
both are Jewish. And so, both Esav and 
Yaakov will be part of the Jewish people, 
just that they’ll be very different sorts. Or 
does it literally mean 2 nations? One of her 
sons will be in the Jewish people and one 
out.  And if she had to choose one to be in, 
well, she loves Yaakov – for she sees in him 
the heir of Yitzchak. He will be in. Esav out. 

And Yaakov, the son she loves – well, 
she must have told him this secret too. If 
I am in and Esav out, then I have a prob-
lem. Because Esav is the first born. So he 
buys the birthright from Esav. Working to 
ensure the Divine plan materializes.

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

TOLDOT

May the learning in this issue  
be a Zechus for our parents

אסתר רבקה בת שמואל הלוי ע"ה
Elizabeth (Pollak) Lowinger a"h

א' כסלו

 שמואל בנימין בן בן-ציון הלוי ז"ל
Samuel Lowinger z"l

י"ב כסלו
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2nd Aliya (26:7-12) Yitzchak and 
Rivka are in Gerar.  He says she 
is his sister.  Avimelech realizes 

she is his wife and challenges Yitzchak.  
Avimelech instructs all not to touch her.  
Yitzchak plants that year and the crop yield 
is 100-fold (meah shearim).

Yitzchak following in Avraham’s foot-
steps dominates the parsha. He married a 
woman who traveled to the Land of Israel 
from Padan Aram, just like Sarah had. She 
is barren, as Sarah was. He goes to Gerar in 
a famine, like Avraham did. He says she is 
his sister, as Avraham had.

But with crucial differences. He plants 
crops in a famine.  And gets a 100-fold yield.  
Avraham never did that. He is told not to 
leave the Land of Israel; Avraham left when 
he went to Egypt in a famine. And Yitzchak 
gets a double instruction not to leave the 
Land: Dwell in the Land (sh’chon b’aretz), 
Live in the Land (gur b’aretz), something 
Avraham was never instructed.  

Again, we have to put ourselves in real 
time. Yitzchak scratches his head – why am 
I not to leave the land? And what does it 
mean to get a double command – dwell and 
live in the Land?

Yitzchak follows in Avraham’s footsteps 
with one twist. He is taking active steps 
to build the infrastructure of a state. He 
assumes he is to dwell in the Land because 
the promise of the Jewish people settling 
this Land is coming true in his time. Well, 
to build a state you need to begin planting 
– shepherds are not state builders. Farmers 
are.  He plants.  And what would you think 
if you planted in a famine and got a 100-
fold yield? G-d is with me. My state building 
is being rewarded from above. Time to take 

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

                         If you’re celebrating
                         

this year, you’re in good
company... so are many others

Thanksgiving in
Ashkelon 

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  ffoorr  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff
sseeaa--vviieeww  pprrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  rreenntt..

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 

MarSea Modest Swim & Casualwear
www.MarSeaModest.net (NIS)
www.MarSeaModest.com ($USD)

Marci Rapp
050-424-8359

JLEM 02-628-8282 I TLV 03-720-8000
tzviair.com

THE BEST DESIGN, ENGINEERING
AND INSTALLATION OF AIR 
CONDITIONING SYSTEMS.

JUST ASK ANY OF OUR
THOUSANDS OF HAPPY CLIENTS.

davidz@AshkelonProperties.com

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.
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Yitzchak goes to Beersheva, as Avraham 
did. G-d tells him not to fear, as He told 
Avraham not to fear. Avimelech makes a 
pact with him, as he did with Avraham.  
These are Avraham stories, repeated now 
with Yitzchak. Except Avimelech is afraid 
that Yitzchak will harm him. He senses that 
Yizchak is preparing for a state, something 
Avraham did not do. And this state will be 
at Avimelech’s expense.

5th Aliya (26:30–27:27) Esav 
marries at 40 taking Canaanite 
wives, to the consternation of 

Yitzchak and Rivka. Yitzchak is elderly. He 
instructs Esav to bring freshly caught veni-
son after which he will bless him.  Rivka 
interferes and instructs Yaakov to imitate 
Esav. Yitzchak is suspicious but Yaakov’s 
disguise is convincing.

This story of deception raises many 
questions. What was Yitzchak thinking 
in choosing to bless Esav? And what was 
Rivka thinking in this foiling of Yitzchak’s 
intent?

Again, we know the outcome. But let’s 
put ourselves in Yitzchak’s place. He is pre-
paring for the impending state building. He 
planted.  He dug wells for water.  He is look-
ing to the future. State building requires 
not only economic growth. It requires a 
military and thoughtful leadership.

Yitzchak figures both his sons are going 
to lead the next generation of the Jewish 
people. There is no reason to think other-
wise; they are twins, both born of the same 
mother. And they are complementary lead-
ers. Yaakov is the thoughtful leader. But 
military power is not his thing.  It is Esav’s.  
A great pair. Just like Avimelech has Phicol, 
his general, Yaakov will have Esav as his 

more steps to build the state.  
3rd Aliya (26:13-22) Yitzchak 
prospers greatly, with many 
flock. He digs the wells Avra-

ham dug but were filled in by the Philistines.  
Avimelech tells him to move away. He digs 
more wells of Avraham. Finally, when he 
digs wells that are not contested, he 
declares that he has been fruitful.

All the wells end well. That’s 5 well dig-
gings. On the one hand, he is following 
in Avraham’s footsteps by redigging his 
wells. But, unlike Avraham, he is digging 
the wells for agriculture. The shepherd is 
transitioning to agriculture; for state build-
ing demands agriculture. These wells are 
for the wellbeing of the impending Jewish 
state. And the people of Gerar are onto him 
– they smell an adversary, intent on taking 
their Land. Hence, they oppose his wells.   

4th Aliya (26:23-29) Yitzchak 
journeys to Beersheva. G-d tells 
him not to fear, for He is with 

him as He was with Avraham. Yitzchak 
builds an altar and calls in G-d’s name. Avi-
melech comes to renew the pact, though if 
any harm be done to him, the pact is off.

In loving memory of our 
parents/grandparents

NATHAN ZUCKER z"l
On his 7th yahrtzeit

and
BELLA ZUCKER a"h

On her 2nd yahrtzeit
ניסן בן שלמה אריה ז"ל - ר"ח כסלו

הענא בילא בת יחיאל מנחם ע"ה - כ"ח כסלו

Estie & David Goldstein, 
Arnie & Debbie Zucker and families
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general.  
Yitzchak does not intend to bless just one 

son, but both. He intends to bless Esav in 
worldly matters, Esav’s strength.  To com-
plement Yaakov, not replace him.

Rivka sees it all differently.  Because she 
got that message when she was pregnant – 
2 nations, not one. And if the Jewish people 
is going to be one of these two of my chil-
dren, it isn’t going to be Esav.

6th Aliya (27:28-28:4) Yitzchak 
gives the blessing to Yaakov.  
Esav arrives soon after. When 

the deception is discovered, Esav is 
incensed, intent on killing Yaakov. Rivka 
urges Yitzchak to send Yaakov to Padan 
Aram to find a wife – and save his life.

The blessing, intended for Esav, is for 
agricultural blessing from the heavens.  
And power. In Yitzchak’s mind, the Jewish 
people will require economic success as 
well as military prowess. And that is the 
blessing to Esav – a perfect partner to Yaa-
kov, the thoughtful leader.

However, Yaakov receives the blessing 
instead. Rivka follows in Sarah’s 
footsteps: Sarah banished Yish-
mael and G-d told Avraham to 
listen to her. Rivka, in her way, 
banishes Esav. And Yitzchak 
knows that in the end she is 
correct; that only one of their 
children will inherit the cove-
nant, the other won’t.

7th Aliya (28:5-9) 
Esav sees that the 
Canaanite women 

he took are frowned upon. He 
marries Yishmael’s daughter.
Esav marries at 40, like Yitzchak. 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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He takes a daughter of Yishmael, in other 
words, his cousin, as Yitzchak married 
Rivka, his niece. But it’s not just the walk 
– it’s also the talk. While trying to walk the 
walk, he is simply not getting that he needs 
to talk the talk as well. As such, he will not 
be the next generation of the Jewish people. 

HAFTORAH 
MALACHI 1:1 - 2:7

The relationship between the parsha and 
this week’s haftorah relates to the tremen-
dous love Hashem harbors for the children 
of Yaakov, and the retribution He will ulti-
mately visit upon the children of Esav. The 
enemies of the nation of Israel will be pun-
ished for persecuting their blood brothers. 

We also find in this haftorah the prophet 
Malachi rebuking the kohanim who 
offered blemished and emaciated animals 
on Hashem’s altar: “Were you to offer it 
to your governor, would he be pleased or 
would he favor you?”

As we reach the conclusion of the hafto-
rah we find a strong directive offered to the 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

”הקל קול יעקב והידים ידי עשו” (כז:כב)
”The voice is Yaakov’s voice, but the hands are Eisav’s hands” (27:22)
The Vilna Gaon  (Rabbi Eliyahu ben Shlomo Zalman 1720-1797) questions why is the word ”the voice” 

spelled in the Hebrew text of the Parsha without the letter ”Vav”?
He answers that the word ”voice” without a Vav can be read as HaKal, meaning ”light” or ”faint”.  This 

is to teach us that whenever the voice of righteousness, symbolized by Yaakov, becomes ”faint”, then evil, 
represented by Eisav’s hands, will become more empowered. However, when the ”voice” of Yaakov becomes 
stronger, when the ”kal” becomes ”kol” with the insertion of the letter ”Vav”,  then, so to speak, the hands 
of Eisav will weaken. 

This idea is found quoted by the Sages in the Midrash, in the name of Rabbi Brachya: ”If Yaakov’s voice is 
faint, Eisav’s hands will rule.”

Shabbat Shalom

None of the 613 mitzvot are in Toldot, however, 
as we mention often, there are Midot and values 
and other lessons to be learned. This is one of 17 
mitzva-less sedras, 9 of which are in Sefer B’re-
ishit, 3 in Sh’mot, none in Vayikra, 2 in Bamidbar, 
and 3 in D’varim.

MITZVOT

STATS

6th of the 54 sedras; 6th of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 172.7 lines, ranks 36th 
4 Parshiyot; 2 open, 2 closed 
106 p’sukim, ranks 29 (9th in B’reishit)  
1432 words, ranks 34 (10th in B’reishit) 
5426 letters, ranks 33 (10th in B’reishit)  

kohanim. Namely, that they return to the 
original covenant that Hashem had made 
with their ancestor, Aharon the High Priest. 
“True teaching was in his mouth, and injus-
tice was not found on his lips. In peace and 
equity he went with Me, and he brought 
back many from iniquity.”

The greatness of the people of Israel is 
revealed when we as a nation live nobly 
and fulfill our unique role as servants to 
Hashem. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Friday Night 
with Grandpa

Veteran readers of this column are famil-
iar with my paternal grandfather, Chaim 
Yitzchak Weinreb. He was an old-school 
Jew, with roots in the region of eastern 
Poland known as Galicia. He had studied 
under renowned Talmudists back in the 
old country, and his fervent wish was to see 
his grandchildren grow up to be dedicated 
Talmud students.

I was his oldest grandchild and dis-
covered from a very early age just how 
determined he was to steer me in what he 
was convinced was the right direction. I 
particularly remember the time he visited 
my parents’ home when I was in the sev-
enth or eighth grade. I had just received my 
report card and proudly showed it to him. 
I felt it was a pretty good report card, but 
for him, anything less than perfection was 
inadequate. After one glance, he noticed 
just how uneven my academic perfor-
mance was.

He spoke to me in Yiddish, unadulterated 
by English phrases—pure, old-fashioned 
Yiddish. He protested that my grades were 
spotty. “You did very well in Chumash, 
Bible, but not nearly as good in Talmud. 
How can one truly know the Bible if he is 
ignorant of Talmud?”

I responded defensively by saying that 
I saw no connection between the Bible 
portions of Bereshit that we were then 
studying and the tractate of Bava Metzia, 
our Talmud text that year. “The Chumash is 
full of great stories, but the Talmud is only 
about legal arguments, some of which are 
over my head.”

He smiled and said that if I would give 
him an hour on the upcoming Friday night, 
he would give me kugel and soda, teach 
me a song, and demonstrate how the Tal-
mud elucidates the Bible, in an “amazing” 
way. Only he didn’t say “amazing,” he said 
“vunderbar.”

That Friday, true to his word, and he 
was always true to his word, he personally 
served me the kugel and soda, taught me 
a song that he had learned from the old 
rabbi of his now-extinct shtetl, and asked 
me to review with him a short passage in 
this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Toldot 
(Genesis 25:19-28:9).

You know the story. Esau, the older 
brother, comes in from the field, famished. 
He finds his younger brother, Jacob, cook-
ing a pot of stew and asks for some of it. 
Jacob is willing to give it to him, but for a 
price. He demands that Esau first sell him 
his birthright; that is, the material and spir-
itual privileges that come with being the 
first-born. Translated literally, he says: “Sell 
me your birthright, kayom, like today!”

Whereas nowadays, kids will call their 
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elderly grandfather Zaidie or Saba, we 
called ours Grandpa. Despite his old-fash-
ioned demeanor, in many ways he was as 
American as apple pie. He asked me if I 
found anything problematic with the story.

I did. “The phrase ‘kayom’ seems strange, 
Grandpa. Why does Jacob insist that the 
sale should be ‘like today?’” 

He responded, “Good! Maybe you have 
a gemara kopp [a Talmudic intellect] after 
all! But let’s see if you can ask a question 
on the whole transaction based on the Tal-
mud texts you are now studying in school. 
Here’s your volume of Talmud. I’ll give you 
ten minutes to come up with a really good 
question.”

To say that I was frustrated would be 
putting it mildly. Not only was I going to 
be stuck studying all Friday night—I was 
actually being asked to think!

But one did not say no to Grandpa. So I 
opened the large book, pored over it and 
focused on the task with great concen-
tration. I was searching for a connection 
between a fascinating story and what I then 
experienced as some very boring rules and 
regulations.

After some time, probably much more 
than the allotted ten minutes, I had an “aha” 
experience. I really got excited. “Grandpa! 
It can’t be! How could Jacob purchase the 
birthright from Esau? The privileges of the 
birthright are way off in the future. They 
include privileges like a dual portion of 
their inheritance of their father Isaac’s 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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estate, and Isaac was alive, if not entirely 
well, at that time. We studied in the Talmud 
that one cannot buy or sell objects or privi-
leges which do not yet exist!”

My grandfather was thrilled, but no more 
than I was. Finally, I saw a connection 
between my Bible stories and the legal ter-
minology of the Talmud that I had begun to 
resent.

He then sat back, asked me to relax, and 
took the role of the teacher. “If you reached 
page 16 of the tractate you are studying, you 
know this scenario. A fisherman wishes to 
sell the fish he will catch that today to a cus-
tomer. He doesn’t have the fish yet. Can he 
sell them? Yes, answers the Talmud. He can 
sell them if he desperately needs the money 
to feed himself that day. But if he wishes to 
sell the fish he will catch in thirty days or in 
a year, he cannot do that. If one is desperate, 
he can sell even objects that he does not yet 
possess, even fish that are still in the sea.”

There is a logical rationale for this legal 
principle, which I will omit from this col-
umn in the interest of brevity. Suffice it to 
say that I now saw the connection between 
the story and the Talmudic principle:

“Of course Jacob said kayom. Sell me your 
birthright even though its privileges will not 
be realized until the distant future, but do 
so in your current state of desperation. Do 
so because you are famished, and in your 
desperation have the legal ability, much 
like the fisherman, to sell something which 
is now non-existent, because you need it for 
your urgent immediate needs. Sell me the 
birthright kayom.”

Grandpa was proud of me that day, but 
I was even prouder of myself. He told me 
that the concept that I had discovered on 

my own was to be found in the commentary 
Ohr HaChaim, which he studied assiduously 
every Friday night.

He then leaned back, stared at me with 
his gentle blue eyes and said, “I am trying 
to think of a prize, a reward for your will-
ingness to sit with me for a few hours on a 
Friday night, for exerting your young intel-
lect, and for seeing the connection between 
the Written Torah, Scripture, and Oral 
Torah, Talmud.”

I sat there imagining all sorts of possible 
rewards, certain that he would ask for my 
input.  Kugel and soda would have been 
acceptable, but lowest on my list of sugges-
tions. I was thinking big bucks, or at least 
tickets to a baseball game.

Then he told me his idea. “From now on, 
every time I visit you, we will study together. 
And we will make it our business to discover 
connections. Our motto will be the verse in 
Psalms that says that God’s Torah is perfect, 
soothes the soul and brings joy to the heart.”

What a disappointment for a twelve-year 
old. But today, many decades later, each 
time I sit down before a folio of Talmud, I 
experience Grandpa’s reward. I can now 
appreciate Grandpa’s willingness to risk his 
popularity with his grandchildren, instead 
using every means at his disposal to get us 
to sit and learn with him.   

OU Israel extends a heartfelt Mazel Tov to 
Yehuda & Tova Levinson and Family  

on Dovid's Bar Mitzvah

Rabbi Avi Berman & the OU Israel Family
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A Father’s 
Love

In this week’s sedra, we see Isaac as the 
parent of two very different sons.

“The boys grew up. Esau became a skilful 
hunter, a man of the outdoors; but Jacob was 
a mild man who stayed at home among the 
tents. Isaac, who had a taste for wild game, 
loved Esau, but Rebecca loved Jacob.” (Gen. 
25:27-28)

We have no difficulty understanding why 
Rebecca loved Jacob. She had received an 
oracle from God in which she was told:

“Two nations are in your womb, and 
two peoples from within you will be sepa-
rated; one people will be stronger than the 
other, and the older will serve the younger.” 
(Gen. 25:23)

Jacob was the younger. Rebecca seems 
to have inferred, correctly as it turned out, 
that it would be he who would continue 
the covenant, who would stay true to Abra-
ham’s heritage, and who would teach it to 

his children, carrying the story forward into 
the future.

The real question is, why did Isaac love 
Esau? Could he not see that he was a man of 
the outdoors, a hunter, not a contemplative 
or a man of God? Is it conceivable that he 
loved Esau merely because he had a taste 
for wild game? Did his appetite rule his 
mind and heart? Did Isaac not know how 
Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of soup, 
and how he subsequently “despised” the 
birthright itself (Gen. 25:29-34). Was this 
someone with whom to entrust the spiritual 
patrimony of Abraham?

Isaac surely knew that his elder son was a 
man of mercurial temperament who lived 
in the emotions of the moment. Even if this 
did not trouble him, the next episode involv-
ing Esau clearly did: 

“When Esau was forty years old, he mar-
ried Judith, daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and 
also Basemath daughter of Elon the Hittite. 
They were a source of grief to Isaac and 
Rebecca.” (Gen. 26:34-35)

Esau had made himself at home among 
the Hittites. He had married two of their 
women. This was not a man to carry for-
ward the Abrahamic covenant which 
involved a measure of distance from the 
Hittites and Canaanites and all they rep-
resented in terms of religion, culture, and 

לעילוי נשמות
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morality.
Yet Isaac clearly did love Esau. Not only 

does the verse with which we began say so. 
It remained so. Genesis 27, with its morally 
challenging story of how Jacob dressed up 
as Esau and took the blessing that had been 
meant for him, is remarkable for the pic-
ture it paints of the genuine, deep affection 
between Isaac and Esau. We sense this at the 
beginning when Isaac asks Esau: “Prepare 
me the kind of tasty food I like and bring it 
to me to eat, so that I may give you my bless-
ing before I die.” (27:7) This is not Isaac’s 
physical appetite speaking. It is his wish to 
be filled with the smell and taste he associ-
ates with his elder son, so that he can bless 
him in a mood of focused love.

It is the end of the story, though, that 
really conveys the depth of feeling between 
them. Esau enters with the food he has pre-
pared. Slowly Isaac, and then Esau, realise 
the nature of the deception that has been 
practiced against them. Isaac “trembled 
violently.” Esau “burst out with a loud and 
bitter cry.” (27:33-34)

It is difficult to convey the power of these 
descriptions: much is lost in translation. The 
Torah generally says little about people’s 
emotions. During the whole of the trial of the 
Binding of Isaac we are given not the slight-
est indication of what Abraham or Isaac felt 
in one of the most suspenseful episodes in 
Genesis. The text is, as Erich Auerbach said, 
“fraught with background,” meaning, more 
is left unsaid than said.1 The depth of feeling 

1  Erich Auerbach, Mimesis: The Repre-
sentation of Reality in Western Literature, 
translated by Willard R. Trask (Princeton: 
Princeton UP, 1953).
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continue the covenant. Nor does it mean he 
was not pained when Esau married Hittite 
women. The text explicitly says he was. But 
it does mean that Isaac knew that a father 
must love his son because he is his son. That 
is not incompatible with being critical of 
what he does. But a parent does not disown 
their child, even when the child disappoints 
their expectations. Isaac was teaching us a 
fundamental lesson in parenthood.

Why Isaac? Because he knew that Abra-
ham had sent his son Ishmael away. He 
may have known how much that pained 
Abraham and injured Ishmael. There is a 
remarkable series of midrashim that sug-
gest that Abraham visited Ishmael even 
after he sent him away, and others that say 
it was Isaac who effected the reconciliation.3 
He was determined not to inflict the same 
fate on Esau.

Likewise, he knew to the very depths of 
his being the psychological cost on both his 
father and himself of the trial of the Bind-
ing. At the beginning of the chapter of Jacob, 
Esau and the blessing the Torah tells us that 
Isaac was blind. There is a Midrash that sug-
gests that it was tears shed by the angels as 
they watched Abraham bind his son and lift 
the knife that fell into Isaac’s eyes, causing 
him to go blind in his old age.4 The trial was 
surely necessary, otherwise God would not 
have commanded it. But it left wounds, psy-
chological scars, and it left Isaac determined 
not to have to sacrifice Esau, his own child. 
In some way, then, Isaac’s unconditional 
love of Esau was a tikkun for the rupture in 

3  See Jonathan Sacks, Not in God’s 
Name, pp. 107-124.

4  Genesis Rabbah 65:10.

the Torah describes in speaking of Isaac and 
Esau at that moment is thus rare and almost 
overwhelming. Father and son share their 
sense of betrayal, Esau passionately seeking 
some blessing from his father, and Isaac 
rousing himself to do so. The bond of love 
between them is intense. So the question 
returns with undiminished force: why did 
Isaac love Esau, despite everything; his wild-
ness, his mutability, and his outmarriages?

The Sages gave an explanation. They inter-
preted the phrase “skilful hunter” to mean 
that Esau trapped and deceived Isaac. He 
pretended to be more religious than he was.2 

There is, though, quite a different explana-
tion, closer to the plain sense of the text, and 
very moving. Isaac loved Esau because Esau 
was his son, and that is what parents do. They 
love their children unconditionally. That 
does not mean that Isaac could not see the 
faults in Esau’s character. It does not imply 
that he thought Esau the right person to 

2  He would ask him questions such as, 
“Father, how do we tithe salt and straw?” 
knowing that in fact these were exempt from 
tithe. Isaac thought that meant that he was 
scrupulous in his observance of the com-
mandments (Rashi to Gen. 25:27; Tanchuma, 
Toldot, 8).
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the father-son relationship brought about 
by the Binding.

Thus, though Esau’s path was not that of 
the covenant, Isaac’s gift of paternal love 
helped prepare the way for the next gen-
eration, in which all of Jacob’s children 
remained within the fold.

There is a fascinating argument between 
two mishnaic Sages that has a bearing on 
this. There is a verse in Deuteronomy (14:1) 
that says about the Jewish people, “You 
are children of the Lord your God.” Rabbi 
Judah held that this applied only when Jews 
behaved in a way worthy of the children 
of God. Rabbi Meir said that it was uncon-
ditional: whether Jews behave like God’s 
children or they do not, they are still called 
the children of God. (Kiddushin 36a)

Rabbi Meir, who believed in uncondi-
tional love, acted in accordance with his 
view. His own teacher, Elisha ben Abuya, 
eventually lost his faith and became a here-
tic, yet Rabbi Meir continued to study with 
him and respect him, maintaining that at the 
very last moment of his life he had repented 
and returned to God.5 

To take seriously the idea, central to Juda-
ism, of Avinu Malkeinu, that our King is first 
and foremost our parent, is to invest our 
relationship with God with the most pro-
found emotions. God wrestles with us, as 
does a parent with a child. We wrestle with 
him as a child does with his or her parents. 
The relationship is sometimes tense, con-
flictual, even painful, yet what gives it its 
depth is the knowledge that it is unbreak-
able. Whatever happens, a parent is still a 
parent, and a child is still a child. The bond 

5  Yerushalmi Hagigah 2:1.
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may be deeply damaged, but it is never bro-
ken beyond repair.

Perhaps that is what Isaac was signalling 
to all generations by his continuing love for 
Esau, so unlike him, so different in character 
and destiny, yet never rejected by him – just 
as the Midrash says that Abraham never 
rejected Ishmael and found ways of com-
municating his love.

Unconditional love is not uncritical, but it 
is unbreakable. That is how we should love 
our children – for it is how God loves us. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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When discussing this week’s 
haftarah, we generally focus 
upon the opening p’sukim – 

verses that open this final book (as usually 
understood) of the Tanach. As the navi Mala-
chi begins these latest of Hashem’s messages 
to His prophets, he speaks to the nation of 
G-d’s choice of Ya’akov Avinu and His rejection 
of the twin, Eisav. It is, of course, the obvious 
connection to our parasha which details the 
friction between the two brothers and their 
“competition” for primacy in the family.

But that is not the basic theme of the proph-
et’s message.

A quick review of the text will show that 
the haftarah is one of criticism and reproach 
of Israel – and specifically, of the Kohanim – 
for their laxity, and even negligence, in their 
conduct of the sacrificial rite. Rebuking these 
ritual leaders, the navi Malachi condemns 
these attendants in the Bet HaMikdash as 
“despising” Hashem’s name (‘Bozei Sh’mi”) 
by offering lame and sick animals as sac-
rifices to G-d – gifts that they would never 
dare offer to their governors. By doing so, 
he declares, they were, in effect, saying 
that Hashem’s “table” was despicable and 
contemptible.

These harsh words seem to be completely 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

disconnected from the parasha, and its focus 
on the struggle between the two brothers.

But it is not.
Rav Soloveithik reminds us of Chazal’s 

view, reflected in the commentary of 
Rashi, that Eisav’s rejection of the bechora, 
the rights of the first born, a dismissal that 
the text characterizes as “Vayizev Eisav et 
Hab’chora”- that, in this rebuff, Eisav dis-
played “bizui” – not simply a refusal, but 
absolute contempt! Not surprisingly, we find 
that the words used by Hashem to describe 
the Kohanim of that era as those who are 
“bozei sh’mi”- those whose actions reflect a 
contempt toward Hashem name. 

And that, my friends, is a clear connection 
to the very basic theme – both of the haftarah 
and of the parasha: the choice of Ya’akov over 
Eisav. The sin of the priestly class during 
the Second Temple, as is described in the 
haftarah, is meant to underscore how the 
actions of these Kohanim mirrored the very 
behavior of Eisav in the parasha – behav-
ior that had him rejected from the b’chora. 
(Especially interesting, given that the kehuna, 
office for those selected to be attendants to 
Hashem in the Mishkan/Mikdash, was orig-
inally slated for the b’chorim!). 

The final p’sukim of the haftarah, however, 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
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turn away from critique to inspiration and 
encouragement. Malachi reminds the 
Kohanim of the covenant made with the 
tribe of Levi – an eternal covenant of life 
and peace. And a covenant that included the 
descendants to be the educators of Israel, 
those who would teach G-d’s Torah to the 
nation. The haftarah closes with the mes-
sage: “Ki siftei chohen yishmeru da’at…”, the 
lips of the Kohen should keep knowledge (of 
Torah)…for he is the agent of Hashem.

The Rav expands upon this thought by 
explaining that neither religious experi-
ence nor ritual practice alone can satisfy the 
yearnings of the Jewish soul. For, without 
intellectual study and understanding – ritual 
exercises have little meaning; without Torah 
knowledge, the effects of religious experi-
ences would be short-lived.

And, I would add, that is why those who 
were in charge of the ritual service and those 
who led the religious experiences in the Bet 
HaMikdash were those who would educate 
the people in the Torah. It is especially power-
ful when one who models ritual service and 
inspires religious experiences is also the one 
to spread the word of Trah to all.

We, after all, are the descendants of Ya’akov 
– he who “dwelled in the tent” of Torah, and 
was, therefore, chosen over his rejectionist 
brother to spread the word of   G-d. 
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Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com
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 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Two Approaches  
to Life

In this week’s parsha we find a clear con-
trast between two biblical figures and their 
reaction to the proximity to the end of life.  
Yitzhak and Esav, father and son, both con-
templated the finiteness of life, yet reacted 
to it in a diametrically opposed manner.  

Yitzhak states: י י֥וֹם י לֹ֥א ָיַדְ֖עתִּ  ַוּיֹ֕אֶמר ִהנֵּה־ָנ֖א ָזַקְ֑נתִּ

י  Behold now I am old, I know not the“  - מוֹתִֽ
day of my death “ (Bereshit 27:2). Yitzhak 
realizes life is short and prior to his death 
he evaluates what remains to be done. He 
is confident that Yaakov will follow in the 
path of his forefathers but is concerned 
with Esav. He therefore sends Esav on a 
mission to engage in the mitzva of kibbud 
av – to perform an act out of respect for his 
father. This is to teach Esav not to be self-
ish and to perform a good deed so that he 

would be worthy of a blessing.   
Esav returns home from hunting starv-

ing, and craves the delicacy that Yaakov 
cooked. Upon being offered to trade his 
birthright for the lentil soup Esav states: 

ה: כֹרָֽ ה־זֶּ֥ה ִל֖י בְּ מָּ נִֹכ֥י הוֵֹלְ֖ך ָלמּ֑ות ְולָֽ ֔ו ִהנֵּ֛ה אָֽ  ַוּיֹ֣אֶמר ֵעשָׂ
Behold, I am going to die; so why do I 

need this birthright?” (Bereshit 25: 32).  
Upon contemplating that life one day will 

end, he determines that it is not worth the 
spiritual mission implied by the blessing of 
the birthright and wholeheartedly barters 
the birthright for the soup.  

Rabbi Lamm in his book Drashot L’Dorot 
contrasts these two reactions to the termi-
nation of life. For Yitzhak it was a signal to 
reinforce the spiritual worth of a wayard 
child, for Esav it was an excuse for forfeiting 
a birthright. Death defines the essence of a 
personality- by making an individual choose 
between a last blessing and a last fling!  

When young men are sent off to war and 
faced with the possibility of being slain, one 

OTHER OPTIONS  AVAILABLE | RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH | JERUSALEM | ASHDOD | ASHKELON | TZFAT | RAANANA | TEL AVIV

IMAGE
NEVE SHAMIR -PRE SALE 

HIGH DEMAND  3,4,5 ROOMS GARDENS 
AND PENTHOUSES LIMITED TO 3 PER 

PERSON FROM 2,125,000 NIS

www.israel-properties.com |  Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515  |  Office  +972 2 568 6578  |  toviyah@israel-properties.com

GUIDING YOU EVERY 
STEP OF THE WAY

HELPING YOU SECURE 
YOUR FUTURE IN ISRAEL 

WITH PROPERTY 
OWNERSHIP AND 

INVESTMENT

IMAGE
NETANYA -PRE SALE  

NETANYA STUNNNING  4 ,5 ROOMS 
CLOSE TO IR YAMIM ALL WITH 
SUKKAH BALCONIES FROM 2.3 

MILLION NIS 

IMAGE
HADERA – PRE SALE  

4 ROOMS 98 M2 WITH 14 M2 
BALCONIES  NIS LIMITED OFFER NO 
MADAD 5 MINUTE DRIVE TO BEACH 

FROM 1,790,000 NIS 

IMAGE

NEVE SHAMIR NEW PROJECT

HIGH DEMAND CLOSE TO ALEPH AND 
MISHKAFAYIM 3,4,5 ROOMS HIGH 

LEVEL FINISHES HURRY CONTACT US 
TODAY  FROM 2,180,000 NIS 

IMAGE
R’ANANA - PRE SALE  

NEW HIGH LEVEL PROJECT – SPACIOUSE 
UNITS   CLOSE TO ALL AMENITIES  

NEIGHBERHOOD VARIOUSE OPTIONS  
CONTACT US TODAY   

IMAGE
TIBERIAS - PRE SALE   

LAKE VIEWS OPTION TO HAVE PRIVATE 
POOL 3 ROOMS 4 ROOMS GARDENS 

AND PENTHOUSES FROM 1,800,000 NIS  

Toviyah +972 50 446 9515, Daniel +972 53 444 0928 , Lara +972 58 661 1968,  Yehudah +972 52 564 0130,  Debbie +972 58 322 9858



28     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         29

can achieve dignity and spiritual whole-
ness while another can be led to a life of 
immorality and focus on the achievement 
of self-satisfaction.

The Talmud in Shabbat (152b) speaks 
of old age in a similar manner. As we get 
older we begin to concentrate on what we 
have yet to accomplish. The Rabbi’s taught 
that with respect to talmidei chachamim 
– scholars, the older they grow the wiser 
they become. Yet, ‘amei ha’aretz”- ignorant 
people, as they age they become more fool-
ish. What a man focuses on in his old age 
is an expression of his whole life’s values.  
Is one’s dream of retirement to spend end-
less time fishing, golfing and card playing, 
or to attend shiurim, and to volunteer and 
support charitable institutions?  

The Chafetz Chaim once compared life to 
a postcard. When we begin to write, we use 
large letters and ask “how are you? How is 
the weather?” and waste space on empty 
cliches. As we approach the end of the card, 
we realize we have more important news 
to share and write smaller and more spar-
ingly focusing on what is truly essential to 
communicate.  

As we read the parsha and identify the 
two different approaches to the end of 
life that are adopted by Yitzhak and Esav, 
we should contemplate our priorities and 
focus on the important things in life. To 
value each minute and to avoid procras-
tinating and pushing off our performance 
of the “good stuff” – like studying and per-
forming acts of chesed until later in life 
when we assume we will have more time 
to engage in those items. Life is finite, let’s 
not waste the space allotted to us on our 
postcard. 

 

 

 
 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
 For Sale in The Village, Zayit, Eftat 

Stunning 210m 8 room cottage, 2 
private parking spots, central A/C.  
4,800,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dagan, Efrat 
Stunning 8 room cottage, middle 
unit. 3 floors, 230m.  5,250,000 NIS 
For Sale in Gefen, Efrat 
Beautiful 5 room duplex garden 
2,850,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dekel, Efrat 
4 room apt. 
 2,150,000 NIS 
For Sale in Olive Project, Zayit, Efrat 
Gorgeous 4 room apt. 120m.  
2,850,000 NIS 
For sale in Zayit,  Efrat  
5 room garden apt.  2,850,000 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more info 
0524588716 

  

  
Gabi- 0524588716  

  



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783

U.S. based CPA firm seeking tax professionals with
a minimum of 2 to 3 years of current quality CPA
firm experience.   

Position well suited to professionals looking to
work remotely for a  world class accounting firm. 

Candidates should have experience working with
U.S. federal and multi-state returns for individuals
and closely held companies across a broad range
of industries.

Experience with CCH ProSystem fx Tax, CCH
Engagement and XCM Workflow software would be
helpful.

We offer a competitive compensation package and
an excellent opportunity for growth and
professional fulfillment.

CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS

WE ARE
HIRING

CAREERS@LESHKOWITZ.COM
SEND RESUME & COVER LETTER TO:

L E S H K O W I T Z  &  
C O M P A N Y  LLP

270 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK, NY 10016

211 BLVD. OF THE AMERICAS 
LAKEWOOD, NJ 08701



30     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         31

Neve Ilan Hotel   
Surrounded by nature in the 

Majestic Jeusalem Hills.
 

Scholars in Residence:
Rabbi Shai Finkelstein

Mehadrin Rabbanut Mateh Yehuda.

Hacienda Forest View Hotel   
Enjoy this magical resort Hotel in 
the heights of the Western Galilee

Scholar in Residence:
Rabbi Professor Daniel Sinclair. 

Mehadrin Rabbanut Maalot

Choose your 

Perfect  Vacation 
at one of Zvi Lapian's 

 Famous Family  
Pesach Programs

zvilapian@gmail.com • Tel. +972-54-447-3851 • www.zvilapian.com  
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 • Toll free US: 1-800-376-1803



32     TORAH TIDBITS 1493 / TOLDOT 5783

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Eyesight 
Examined

“Vayehi ki zaken Yitzchak vatich-hena 
einav mei-reot - and Yitzchak had grown old 
and his eyesight was fading…” (Bereisheet 
27;1) Rashi offers three separate interpreta-
tions as to why Yitzchak was unable to see 
at the end of his life. Firstly, it was a direct 
result Eisav’s marriage to Canaanite women, 
the previous section in the parashah. 
Yitzchak’s eyes were affected by the smoke 
of the idolatrous incense offered by Eisav’s 
wives. Secondly, at the Akeidah, the angels’ 
tears fell into Yitzchak’s eyes, blinding him. 
Finally, Hashem arranged that Yitzchak 
would lose his sight so that Yaakov Avinu 
could disguise himself as Eisav and get the 
blessings. It is most curious that Rashi brings 
all three interpretations and does not suffice 
with one.

Rav Weinberger in Shemen Hatov explains 
that Rashi is noting the progression in 
Yitzchak’s declining eyesight. It began at 
the Akeidah, when Hashem prevented him 
from seeing his father’s knife held over his 
head. The idol worship of Eisav’s wives was 
something Yitzchak was presently experienc-
ing, orchestrated so that he would not know 
Eisav’s true character, and think that he was 
still deserving of the brachot. Finally, his eyes 
were completely dimmed so that Yaakov 

could receive the brachot in the future.
Rav Rivlin in Einei Haparashah under-

stands all three of Rashi’s interpretations 
as expressions of Yitzchak Avinu’s middat 
hagevurah, his middah of strength and self 
-discipline. Accordingly, blindness is used 
as a euphemism for drawing inward and 
self-reflection. Since his experience at the 
Akeidah when the heavens opened, Yitzchak 
Avinu had always kept the image of Gan 
Eden/spiritual perfection at the forefront of 
his consciousness. Although he lived in a 
physical world, he essentially lived in a spiri-
tual dimension. When his home began to fill 
with the smoke from his daughters in law’s 
sacrifices, Yitzchak pulled further into his 
own world, shutting out the world around 
him. The third and final event, when he was 
to give the brachot to his sons was the quint-
essential moment of imparting his legacy to 
the next generation before passing on to the 
next world. 

In a fascinating and creative approach, Rav 
Schwab (Maayan Beit Hashoeva), links these 
three ideas. Angels can function in only one 
dimension at a time. The angels that shed 
tears at the Akedah were angels of mercy; 
these tears brought pure mercy into the 
world, causing Yitzchak Avinu to ‘see’ things 
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primarily from this perspective. Thus, he did 
not judge Eisav’s wives in a negative way for 
their behavior, and similarly saw Eisav in a 
positive light, thinking that he was deserving 
of the brachot. 

Likewise, Rav Milevsky in Ner Uziel 
explains that Yitzchak Avinu, who never left 
Eretz Yisrael, represented the ideal state of 
the Jewish people. As a result of the Akeidah 
he developed a kind of spiritual tunnel 
vision, wherein he was blinded to the harsh 
realities of the physical world. Yitzchak 
Avinu believed that Eisav and Yaakov Avinu 
could work in tandem to bring Hashem’s 
presence into the world in a constructive, 
dynamic way. It is Yitzchak Avinu’s ‘limited 
eyesight’ that will ultimately become our 
eyesight, seeing everything in the world as 
a forum for complete spiritual dedication to 
Hashem. 

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

FOR SALE 
2 BDRM 60 M GARDEN APT IN KATAMONIM

EXPANSION POTENTIAL, 2 ENTRANCES
LARGE WRAP AROUND GARDEN

3.25 MILLION NIS

FOR RENT
4.5 ROOM APT ON MENDELE ST,  TALBIEH
100 M, 3.5 BDRMS, 1.5 BATHS, BALCONY
ONLY 7 STEPS,  VERY GOOD CONDITION

7800 NIS 

3 RMS ON TCHERNICHOVSKY ST
80 M, FURNISHED,  INCLUDES APPLIANCES

3RD FLOOR WITH ELEVATOR
6500 NIS

בס"ד

6 Ben Yefune street, Baka:
3 room apartment in a building
designated for urban renewal
program. 50 sqm on 2nd floor with a
balcony. Great location, in the quiet
heart of Baka, close to shops, coffee
shops, restaurants and public
transport.Ideal as an investment!
Asking price: 2,450,000 NIS
Rachel Rich: 058-680-5800

Beautiful, renovated 4 room
apartment in the sought-after
Zion Towers at Arnona. 93
sqm + balcony with a view of
the park. Private parking and 
a storage room. Modern, well
maintained building with an
elegant lobby and a gym.
Ushi Gross: 050-286-9312

JHOMES -  16 KING DAVID STREET,  JERUSALEM
IFTAH & YOAV BEN DAYAN, OWNERS

Musrara: Unique 5 room apartment in an
authentic Arab style house. 156 sqm plus
a 35 sqm yard. High ceilings, private
entrance and a spacious storage room.
Great location, only minutes walk to
Mamilla and a comfortable walk to the
Kotel. Tova Shapira: 050-580-3467

For Rent: 2 Studio apartments in Ibn Ezra street, Rechavia.
Available for residential / commercial use.

Ayelet Ben Dayan: 054-734-4633
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Childlike 
Sincerity

Festive gatherings at 770 Eastern 
Parkway in Crown Heights, Brooklyn, 
Chabad-Lubavitch world headquarters are, 
and have always been, lively, meaningful 
and full of holy excitement. Sometimes, the 
thousands of men present wearing long 
black kapotehs and the highly charged 
atmosphere create a bit of a confusing hul-
laballoo. Once, for a moment, a young boy 
got mixed up in a crowd of celebrating chasi-
dim; father and son lost track of one another. 
Thinking he had found his father, the child 
innocently grabbed hold of the Lubavitcher 
Rebbe’s hand and wiped his dirty face on 
the sleeve of the Rebbe’s kapoteh. 

The next day, the Rebbe received a note 
from the mother of the child, begging 

forgiveness, saying she was embarrassed 
and “pained” at what had happened. The 
mother soon received her note back with 
a question mark and exclamation point 
inscribed after the word “pained”. The 
Rebbe wrote at the bottom, “On the con-
trary: He brought me great pleasure. One 
cannot begin to measure the heartfulness, 
simplicity, innocence, and sincerity of a 
child — if only half these qualities could be 
found in adults.”

ֶדה ְוַיֲעקֹב  ו ִאיׁש יֵֹדַע ַצִיד ִאיׁש שָׂ ָעִרים ַוְיִהי ֵעשָׂ לּו ַהנְּ ְגדְּ ַויִּ

ב אָֹהִלים  ם יֹשֵׁ ִאיׁש תָּ

“And the young men grew up… Eisav was 
a skilful hunter, a man of the field, while 
Yaakov was an ish tam, a ‘wholesome man’, 
a dweller in tents” (25:27). 

The Hebrew word tam, sometimes 
translated as ‘perfect’, is more accurately 
‘innocent’ — while implying simplicity, 
purity, wholeheartedness, sincerity, and 
completeness. 

Temimus is our foundation and touch-
stone, the pathway of the righteous. While 
Yaakov Avinu is called ish tam in our sedra, 
he is not the first to embody this holy trait: 
Hashem also praises Noach as an ish tzadik 
tamim, Avraham Avinu is encouraged to 
walk with God and be tamim, and Yitzchak 
Avinu manifests temimus at the Akeidah. 

In the teachings of Maharal of Prague 
(Nesivos Olam, Nesiv haTemimus), temi-
mus is considered a most desirable midah, 

In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden 
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu, 
has great potential, parking, storage, for 

renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -  

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor, 
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking

Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m 
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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referred to as שיא החיים, ‘the apex of life’ and 
a primary goal in character development 
— our purpose in this world.

The challenge and opportunity Hashem 
lays before us is one of striving toward temi-
mus, accurately translated as ‘sincerity’ or 
‘wholeness’. The common mistranslation 
of temimus as ‘perfection’ can be severely 
damaging to our spiritual growth and 
personal development. The Ribbono shel 
Olam neither desires nor expects ‘perfec-
tion’ of us; the entire system of teshuvah 
and the possibility of forgiveness is based 
on inevitable sins and mistakes. Human 
beings are necessarily ‘imperfect’, and so 
the drive to be perfect veers away from 
the way Hashem created us. Not only is a 
perfectionist image unattainable, a ‘need’ 
to attain it is unhealthy. Lurking behind 
such narcissism is often low self-esteem, a 
lack of wholeness. Perfectionism and true 
temimus are actually opposites.

On the verse defining Yaakov Avinu as an 
ish tam, Rashi comments: יו ן פִּ ִלּבוֹ כֵּ  as in...“ ,כְּ
his heart, so in his lips”. Yaakov was a per-
son who spoke what he thought; he simply 
could not lie. His words and his thoughts 
were completely connected. This is one 
way that he revealed complete temimus, 
integrity, and sheleimus, wholehearted-
ness. This is also how Yaakov embodied the 
Midah of Tiferes, which is a quality of k’lil, 
‘bringing together’ or connectivity. 

Rebbe Nachman explains the inner sig-
nificance of Yaakov’s efforts to acquire the 
bechora, ‘blessing of the firstborn’. On a 
deeper level, to be a ‘firstborn’ means to see 
things as though for the ‘first’ time. Yaakov 
experienced life with newness, wonder, 
innocence and temimus. 

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

JERUSALEM SALES 
EXCITING PROJECTS, BUILDINGS:
Presales, Under Construction, Ready to Move In.
Buildings and Villas w/building rights + permits
Call for more information
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
OLD CITY 
Magnicent 8+ room home with view to Har Habayit!
HAR NOF
* NEW ON MARKET!

Centrally located! 4.5 rooms, low oor, elevator, MB 
en suite, succah, machsan, Immediate

* Shlav A - 170 sqm duplex garden apt. , open view!
* Shlav A - 4 bdrms, renovated, spacious LR DR, succah
* Shlav B - 200 sqm garden duplex apartment,

beautiful kitchen, wrap around garden.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE

www.eifermanrealty.com

Rebbe Zusha of Anipoli taught that there 
are three things we can learn from an 
infant: how to laugh, how to cry, and how to 
keep constantly busy. For children, every-
thing is natural and new, often learned or 
experienced for the first time. Curiosity, 
openness and simple enjoyment pervade 
their consciousness. Indeed, if we were 
to open our hearts and enter the internal 
stance of temimus, these qualities could be 
found in us adults as well.

May the birth of Yaakov Avinu this week 
awaken in us a renewed commitment 
toward cultivating  temimus in our own 
lives and avodas Hashem, Jewish practice. 
May we let go of perfectionism and merit to 
serve God in simplicity, sincerity, earnest-
ness, and wholeheartedness. (Based on 
teachings from “Baderech: Along the Path 
of Teshuvah”)  
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Our Sedra contains the episode of 
Yaakov Avinu masquerading as 
his older brother Eisav in order 

to receive the bracha of the first-born from 
his father Yitzchak, whose vision had 
become impaired.

The Torah describes Yitzchak’s loss of 
sight:

ְכֶה֥יָן ֵעיָנ֖יו ֵמְראֹ֑ת י־ָזֵק֣ן ִיְצָח֔ק ַותִּ ְיִהי֙ כִּֽ   וַֽ

When Yitzchak grew elderly,his eyes 
became too dim to see....

Rashi  offers three possible causes for 
Yitzchak’s  blindness. First, his eyes became 
damaged from the smoke of the incense 

that Eisav’s wives lit for idolatrous pur-
poses. Another explanation is that when 
Yitzchak was bound upon the altar and 
his father Avraham  was prepared to slay 
him, at that very moment the heavens 
opened, the melachim saw what was about 
to happen and wept, and their tears flowed 
and fell upon Yitzchak’s eyes which thus 
became injured. The third explanation is 
that they became dim in order that Yaakov 
might receive the blessings .  

The Lubavitcher Rebbe zy’’a, points out 
a number of important questions regard-
ing Rashi’s third interpretation. If Hashem 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

 

 

  
  

  

Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company 
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever  

 PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
 EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
 SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
 CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
 FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
 LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
 TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length 
of your table. 

 INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local 
moves.  

 
 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  
    Phone: 02-999-2418          WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 
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wanted Yaakov to receive the bracha, if 
indeed Eisav was undeserving to receive 
this blessing, why did Hashem not simply 
reveal Eisav’s true character to Yitzchak? 
Why did Yitzchak need to experience the 
loss of vision in order for Yaakov  to receive 
this bracha?  Was there not some other 
way to convince Yitzchak Avinu that Eisav  
was not worthy of this blessing, and that 
indeed it is Yaakov through whom his leg-
acy should live on?

The Rebbe ztvk’l, offers a powerful 
answer to these important questions. 
The Rebbe suggests that Hashem caused 
Yitzchak  to lose his vision, and experience 
the physical and emotional challenges asso-
ciated with this onset of blindness, rather 
than reveal to him the true nature of Eisav’s  
problematic character. The Rebbe further 
states that from this we can learn an eternal 
lesson about the power of speech. Rather 
than communicate with words (in this case 
through prophetic vision), that Eisav was 
not worthy, and Yaakov should be the true 
heir to his legacy, Hashem  determined 
that it would be less harmful for Yitzchak 
to experience the loss of vision than to hear 
the painful truth about his beloved son. So 
too, explains the Rebbe, we must learn the 
importance of Shmirat Halashon of being 
careful, sensitive and thoughtful with our 
words. Our words can be a vehicle of bless-
ing and comfort, or chas v’shalom a means 
for significant even irreparable harm.

Yehi ratzon, may each of us take to heart 
this powerful teaching, and merit to use the 
Koach Hadibbur,  the power of speech as a 
mechanism for inspiring compassion and 
goodness, and for bringing blessing into the 
world. 

New Listing! On the 
exquisite Dubnov St. in 
Talbieh, private 135m cottage, 
totally renovated with 65m 
private landscaped garden, 
view from balconies, a real 
gem! MAYA - 054-6650184

Magnificent Authentic 
private house on a small 
dead end of Baka - 650m 
built on 3 levels with huge 
basement, 750m plot with  
wonderful landscaped garden, 
thoughtful layout,  
an abundance of light,a 
unique property!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767 

Luxurious garden 
apartment on a small lane 
of Old Katamon, 340m built 
on 2 levels, 8 rooms, separate 
unit with separate entrance, 
high ceilings, full of charm, 
very quiet & bright, 130m 
private garden, top of the 
line finishes, close to the park 
DEBORAH- 054-4804767

In a small lane of the 
German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private 
entrance, 250m with private 
garden, parking, high ceilings, 
in an Authentic beautiful  
3 apartment building  
MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

Beautiful new 
penthouse in Greek 
Colony- 190m with 80m 
terraces, succah, beautiful 
views, 5 rooms, elevator, 
parking, renovated at very 
high standard, spacious 
living areas and huge 
kosher kitchen  
MAYA – 054-6650184

On the edge of The 
German Colony - Unique 
Authentic building of 
700m built on a huge plot 
of 1,200m - perfect for an 
apartment building or a 
tremendous private house. 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka, Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided into 3 units so can 
be private house of  
3 separate apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St., Rechavia, 
new project, new 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according to buyer 
requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. Duplex new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, 
Shabbat elevator, all renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club at the OU Israel CenterKnitting Club at the OU Israel Center  
every other Thursday beginning  
July 21, 1:30-3:00pm  
Call 052-734-6354 for details

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, November 20th - Rabbi Berzon’s Hashkafa & Gemara  

and Gemara B’lyun shiurim were sponsored לעילוי נשמת  
Yosef Avraham ben Isaiah by the Friedman Family

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל
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PESACH IN JERUSALEM
E X P E R I E N C E  A  M E A N I N G F U L  P E S A C H  @  H O M E

Entertainment
Top Notch

Inspiration
Continuous

Cuisine
Gourmet
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Buying an apartment for an investment is looking complicated
because of the increasing interest rates?

עירבאמונה
המוריה

A safe alternative for your
investment funds!

A new project in Jerusalem!
No apartment purchase

or purchase taxes involved!

Guaranteed 
returns

27 year 
track 

record

 Strong 
securities

3 year
investment 

program

Very low 
risk

3
year

Call our investment expert Moshe Ehrlich today

to hear about our latest investment opportunities!

 Invest@bemuna.co.il
 www.bemuna.co.il 050-551-3221 

Invest with
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

A Friend 
Turned Foe

Something had changed. Yitzchak had 
every reason to expect that Avimelech, the 
king of the Phlishtim and his father’s close 
ally would continue his support. Avimelech 
had befriended Avraham, hosted him, and 
had even formed strategic alliances with 
him. They were so close that Chazal even 
place Avimelech as one of the dignitaries 
attending Yitzchaks’ second birthday party, 
in celebration of his weaning. The relation-
ship between Avraham and Avimelech 
started out contentiously, but ultimately 
blossomed into a long-lasting friendship. 

Yet, something changed, and Avimelech’s 
attitude toward Yitzchak soured. His men 
were jealous of Yitzchak’s success, con-
stantly harassing Yitzchak by wrecking his 
wells. This relentless squabbling frustrated 
Yitzchak, who only secures peace and quiet 
after five attempts to excavate wells. What 
went wrong with this relationship?  How 
did a close friend suddenly snub Avra-
ham’s child and spurn his legacy?

Embracing Avraham’s Revolution
Avraham revolutionized the world’s reli-

gious consciousness by depicting one G-d, 
responsible for all creation, who also cared 
for human welfare. His ideas were roundly 
embraced, in particular by Avimelech, a 

coastal king who first met Avraham under 
strained conditions.  

Initially, this monarch had hosted Avra-
ham, but immediately fell ill, due to his 
attempted rape of Sarah. As Avraham prayed 
for the ailing king’s recovery, Avimelech wit-
nessed, firsthand, the power of tefillah, while 
also discovering that Hashem was compas-
sionate rather than vengeful. Avraham was 
invited to remain in Avimelech’s kingdom 
indefinitely, allowing his revolutionary val-
ues to continue their spread. 

Eventually, this friendship developed 
into a full-blown treaty. Acknowledging 
that אלקים עמך בכל אשר אתה עושה, that Hashem 
managed Avraham’s affairs, Avimelech 
craved to be part of Avraham’s divinely 
supervised world. He eagerly signed trea-
ties with this man of G-d and was happy 
to continue “hosting” him in their joint city 
aptly named Be’er Sheva, for the reciprocal 
oaths which braced their peace treaty. 

Avraham shuttles back and forth 
between his friend Mamre near Chevron 
and his ally Avimelech along the coast who 
welcomed him - as long as he didn’t legally 
purchase land in Israel.

Jewish Expansionism
By the time Yitzchak digs his wells, Avra-

ham had already acquired his first parcel 
of land in Israel, and the dynamics of the 
relationship begin to change. As long as 
Avraham was an itinerant preacher roam-
ing the countryside and spreading his 
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religious gospel, Avimelech was magnan-
imous. Once Avraham and his children 
settle the chosen Land, Avimelech turns 
hostile. Yitzchak’s digging and entrench-
ment provokes Avimelech’s anger and 
incites aggressive efforts to blunt Jewish 
expansionism. It is one thing to be inspired 
by Avraham’s ideas, but quite another to 
allow the chosen people to settle in the 
Land of Hashem. 

The Dual Narrative
The modern world has embraced the 

Jewish nation and its religious and cultural 
influence upon society. We are the found-
ers of monotheism, and, thankfully, much 
of the modern religious world has adopted 
our fundamental belief in a non-physical, 
unitary and exclusive G-d. 

In addition to our religious impact, we 
have also driven human progress. Hashem 
cares for His creatures and especially for 
his masterpiece known as homo sapien. 
The advance of the human condition is 
the will of Hashem, and therefore, for 
a Jew, progress is driven by a religious 
impulse. Religiously inspired to improve 
and enhance our world, we have spear-
headed human advancements in science, 
technology, culture, economics, psychology, 
politics, and social welfare. Humanity has 
eagerly embraced the Jewish people, con-
ferring upon us close to 25% of the Nobel 
prizes awarded over the past century. After 
thousands of years of disparagement and 
vilification, we have been showered with 
broad admiration. This is part of the road 
to redemption. 

Though our “influence” has been 
embraced, our desire to return to our Home-
land has been resisted. Subconsciously, 
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humanity realizes that Israel is the Land 
of G-d, the epicenter of history, and the 
terminus of redemption. Knowing this, 
any Jewish efforts to settle their ancient 
Homeland must be blunted. When Jews 
return to Israel the world trembles with a 
redemptive shudder and rises to combat 
this history-altering event.

This dual and conflicting narrative began 
in the days of Avimelech and Yiztchak. Our 
ideas and values are warmly adopted but 
our desire to live in our Land is hotly con-
tested. History shows us its patterns. 

When Miracles Fade
There is a second reason that Avimelech 

supported Avraham but opposed Yitzchak. 
Avraham’s dramatic arrival in Israel was 
accompanied by commotion and by histor-
ical shifts. In the aftermath of Avraham’s 
arrival in Israel, a major famine occurred, 
a world war erupted, and five large cities 
were decimated in a fiery flash. Addition-
ally, this man of heaven drew heavenly 
angels into the region. It was evident that 
history was in flux and that this man of G-d 
was the root cause of all the excitement and 
spectacle. In this atmosphere of supernatu-
ralism, granting residence to Avraham was 
a no-brainer. The locals of Chevron recog-
nize that Avraham is a נשיא אלקים אתה בתוכינו  

or a prince of G-d, and grant his purchase. 
Avimelech, having personally witnessed 
divine intervention, reads the tea leaves, 
and concedes space for the man of G-d. 
Amidst the fanfare of Avraham’s career, 
it was obvious that this discoverer of G-d 
deserved a presence in the Land of G-d. 

A generation later the drama had worn 
off and life returned to normal. Yitzchak’s 
“boring” life contained no overt miracles, 

no wars, and no angels, as the world settled 
back into its normal routine. Yitzchak lives 
a sedentary life in his homestead at Gerar, 
barely traveling and never departing the 
land. Under these pedestrian conditions, 
divine destiny was less obvious, and the 
local residents became more stingy about 
granting land to outsiders. In the absence of 
supernatural miracles natural opposition 
to our presence surges and our settlement 
of Israel becomes more complicated than it 
was for the man of G-d who arrived in this 
Land escorted by angels. 

Historical Tumult and Historical 
Stability

In 1948 the world was also in flux. Within 
30 years, two bloody world wars were 
fought, maps were drawn and redrawn, 
monarchies fell, communism arose, and 
we suffered an unimaginable genocidal 
nightmare. These events disclosed a pal-
pable divine presence and an unspoken 
sense of historical shift. The planet was, 
once again, inhabited by angels and devils 
and the world responded by granting the 
descendants of Avraham a return ticket to 
their Homeland. On a rational plane, the 
UN vote was driven by diplomatic, politi-
cal and regional considerations. However, 
subconsciously, events were driven by 
the prevailing sense that Hashem had 
descended into history. Sometimes His 
presence is overt and other times it is felt 
subliminally. In the historical moment of 
1948, Hashem’s presence compelled a UN 
majority supporting Jewish return to Israel. 

In the past 70 years history has steadied, 
becoming far less tumultuous and turbu-
lent. Even though intermittent violence 
flares, wars have been largely regional 
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views, lots of natural light, Located in the heart
of Jerusalem, Arnona. The building has a
Synagogue on the ground floor, which has daily
services all year round. The building has a
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and limited to particular areas. The world, 
at least on the surface, has become more 
politically and economically stable than it 
was during the tempestuous first half of the 
20th century. In our more stable reality, it is 
more difficult to detect the divine presence 
or to perceive the changing tides of history, 
and therefore the world is less amicable 
about “making way” for the people of G-d 
returning to the Land of G-d. 

Settlement of Israel appears to have 
become bogged down in politics, diplo-
macy, boycotts and aggressive opposition. 
The Avimelech syndrome has returned. 
Countries that in the past were favorable 
to us have now turned against us. This isn’t 
new. Avimelech is alive. Jewish history 
cycles through patterns. What happened 
before will happen again. This is the final 
cycle. And we know how it all ends. 
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on to every inch of Eretz Yisrael possible, 
as small and seemingly insignificant as an 
old disused water hole might be. 

But the answer is more likely found in 
the completion of the above verse: “And 
he called them [the fresh wells] by the same 
names that his father had called them.” 
Following Haketav Vehakabala [cited by 
Nechama Leibowitz], Avraham had previ-
ously given names to his wells that reflected 
Hashem’s beneficence and established His 
name among the people. For example, 
Beer-lahai-roi, meaning ‘The well of Him 
that lives and sees me.”

After Avraham died, the local populace 
reverted to their old idol-worshiping habits 
and wished to erase any memory of that 
worldview that contradicted their innate 
beliefs, including Avraham’s wells associ-
ated with the One God. 

Nevertheless, Yitzchak bravely revived 
those wells and their names. No wonder 
feuds later erupted between Yitzchak’s ser-
vants and the local herdsmen of Gerar over 
new wells discovered. Yet Yitzchak was 
undeterred and preserved his father’s tra-
ditions despite the prevailing antagonism 
– “in order to restore the crown of true faith 
to its former glory.”

So Yitzchak is not the docile character we 
might have thought; on the contrary, he is a 
“Gibbor,” a true hero. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Well, Well, Well.
Some scholars view Yitzchak Avinu as 

passive because others found him a wife, 
and he appeared to acquiesce to the Akeida 
without any resistance. But we should not 
be surprised because Yitzchak is Gevurah, 
the attribute of Din – restriction and Justice.

In contrast, Avraham was a pathfinder, 
educator, warrior, and proactive individual 
characterized by his many good deeds on 
behalf of humanity – the epitome of Chesed.

However, our view of Yitzchak changes 
when we read in our Parsha that “Yitzchak 
sowed in that land [Gerar] and received in 
the same year a hundredfold…and the Lord 
blessed him.” Because of his riches, Avi-
melech indicated to Yitzchak that he leave 
Gerar, at which time Yitzchak dug anew the 
wells that Avraham, his father, had dug. 

Clearly, the jealous local Philistines had 
no problem covering Avraham’s wells, 
even at their own expense, so much was 
their “disgust” that our forefathers should 
“encroach” successfully on what they con-
sidered their property. 

But why, if Yitzchak was so wealthy 
– “blessed with flocks and herds, a large 
household, and the envy of the Philistines” 
– would he bother to dig the old dried-up 
wells anew?

With today’s sensitivities, we could 
understand that Yitzchak wanted to hold 
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 It’s never too 
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requests daily

Now, you can contribute to this 
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Nation Only 
In the Land

“‘The Sages taught: One who sees multi-
tudes of Israel recites: Blessed…Who knows 
all secrets…Ulla said: We hold there is no 
multitude in Babylonia. The sage taught: A 
multitude is no fewer than six hundred thou-
sand people. (Berachot 58a)’

The nation residing in the Land of Israel, the 
Holy Land, due to its additional spirit, its his-
tory, its physical makeup, and all its elements, 
is able [to attain] the category of ‘a nation,’ 
[one] which can be considered ‘multitude’...

For this ‘multitude’ to be [significant], [it can-
not be] in a foreign land, it must be in Eretz 
Yisrael, and an appropriate number  - 600,000, 
the beginning of the flowering of the light of 
the ‘House of Jacob’, and in this [multitude of 
600,000 in the Land] we are assured with cer-
tainty by the spirit of Hashem which is upon 
us, that there will be ‘testimony to Jacob, and 
the Torah will be firm in Israel, to be a nation 
before Hashem. “People will hallow the Holy 
One of Jacob and stand in awe of the God of 
Israel” (Yeshayahu 29:23) (Eretz Chefetz 1:8)

If we have ever had the opportunity to 
participate in a gathering of tens of thou-
sands of Jews we know the exhilarating 
feeling we have at such an assembly. We 
may spontaneously feel moved to recite 
a beracha. The Talmud states that in such 

a scenario a beracha is actually required. 
However the Talmud stipulates that two 
conditions are necessary in order to recite 
the beracha: (a) the gathering is in Israel (b) 
only if one sees 600,000 people.

Rav Kook explains the need for both of 
these conditions. First, only in the Land of 
Israel do the people of Israel feel their histor-
ical connection and spiritual qualities which 
are associated with the Land. Therefore out-
side the Land there is a lack of cohesiveness 
and although the number that have gath-
ered may be great, the many remain distinct 
and detached from one another. 

The second factor, the number 600,000, is 
the basic number that reflects peoplehood. 
It was the tally of the Jewish population 
that left Egypt. A number smaller than 
this is merely a particular community or 
group - not a nation. The nation of 600,000 
represents the eternal nation that received 
the eternal word of God at Sinai. Our peo-
plehood is only meaningful when we are 
bound to the Torah.

Rav Kook’s closing words, cited above, 
echo with prophetic tones. Rav Kook asserts 
that when 600,000 Jews return to the Land 
of Israel, this is a sure sign that the people of 
Israel have coalesced into a nation.

Amazingly the Jewish population of Israel 
at the founding of the State of Israel was 
650,000. 

Rav Shlomo Aviner, one the great expos-
itors on the writing of Rav Kook, shares a 
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story of meeting an elderly man with a long 
white beard who said the following to him: 
“When my grandfather was born - there 
were 80,000 Jews in Israel, when my father 
was born there were 200,000 Jews in Israel, 
when I was born there were 600,000 Jews in 
Israel, whe my son was born there were now 
2 million Jews in Israel, when my grandson 
was born there were 4 million Jews in Israel. 
(Orot HaTeshuva, Persush Shlomo Aviner, p. 
471, footnote 1589)

We can joyously add an update to the fig-
ures cited above. Today, here in Israel, the 
Jewish population is at 7 million strong, 
Baruch Hashem. 

Rabbi Zalman Sorotzkin, one of leading 
sages of the past hundred years, taught that 
when a Jew is deciding if they will make 
Aliyah, that individual must surely take 
into account what is best for the nation. 
He learns this from God’s command to 
Avraham to make his home in the Land of 
Israel. God first speaks of the Land as the 
place where Avraham’s descendants will 
become “a great nation.” Rabbi Sorotzkin 
writes: When a Jew is debating whether or 
not to move to the Land of Israel, he must 
first consider what is best for the people 
of Israel, for he cannot become a “great 
nation” except in his own Land. In exile, we 
can never become great in quantity, for our 
enemies there consume us, nor in quality, 
for the Divine Presence does not rest outside 
the Land. (Oznaim L’Torah, Artscoll, p.92)

Rav Kook did not only preach and write 
about the concept of nationhood, but 
worked passionately for the nation to be uni-
fied and feel brotherhood. One of the great 
examples of this was an initiative in which 
he organized a trip of leading rabbis to visit 

www.crossroadsjerusalem.org
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the many new settlements in the north of 
Israel. Many of the residents in these loca-
tions were not religious Jews. 

In the year 5674 (1913-14) Rav Kook led 
the esteemed group to the Shomron and 
Galilee. A major goal was to bridge the gap 
between the “new generation” [i.e., the pio-
neer settlers] and the “old” [the long-time 
residents of the Land]. Rav Kook said: “We 
are neglecting our obligation towards these 
[irreligious] brothers of ours. Most of their 
sins are unintentional, not deliberate.” (An 
Angel Among Men, Raz, pp. 415-416).

At the conclusion of Shabbat in Zichron 
Yaakov the following stunning scene 
unfolded. It was Rav Kook’s general prac-
tice to pour a bit of water in the cup of wine 
when he would recite kiddush for Shabbat 
and festivals. When it came to Havdalah 
though, he would not mix any water into 
wine. Before reciting Havdalah for the set-
tlers on Saturday night, Rav Kook remarked 
that generally his custom was not to pour 
water into the cup of Havdalah, but this time 
he would make an exception to the rule. 
He explained that according to Kabbalistic 
teaching the wine symbolizes stern judg-
ment. He sought to unify the nation of Israel 
in the Land and bring together in brother-
hood the Orthodox and the secularists. To 
achieve this lofty ideal, it would be neces-
sary to break down the barrier between the 
two sectors by “sweetening” or softening 
the harsh judgment. This special moment 

in time requires the courage to heroically 
pursue this path. And without further ado, 
Rav Kook poured a bit of water into the cup 
of Havdalah, as he was about to recite the 
blessing “Ha- Mavdil bein kodesh le’chol” 
(“who distinguishes between sacred and 
secular”). (Angel Among Men, p.417 and The 
Koren Rav Kook Siddur, p. 783-784) 
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Real Life Rescues 
Saving A Life At The Gym

On Wednesday in Nahariya, at around 8:00 p.m., a 50-year-old man was performing his 
intense exercise regimen in a local gym when he suffered a sudden cardiac arrest and collapsed. 
His fellow gym mates stopped their respective workouts, rushed to offer assistance, and called 
emergency services for help.

Zaid Ihab, a United Hatzalah volunteer EMT, was located on the same street as the gym 
where the emergency occurred and was pinged as the closest responder to the scene. When 
his communication device automatically alerted him to the crisis at the gym, Zaid mounted his 
ambucycle and rushed over to the gym, arriving less than a minute later.

Zaid grabbed his medical kit and defibrillator and raced inside the gym. After a quick 
assessment, Zaid found that the patient was without a pulse and not breathing. The experienced 
EMT immediately started performing chest compressions, during which a man came over to him 
and introduced himself as a nurse. The nurse asked Zaid if there was anything he could do to help. 
Zaid asked the nurse to take over the compressions for him so he could take out the defibrillator 
from his medical kit and connect it to the patient. 

As soon as the defibrillator was attached, it assessed the patient and recommended delivering 
a shock. Zaid delivered the shock, and the EMT and nurse duo continued with their resuscitative 
efforts alternating between compressions and providing assisted ventilation. After only five 
minutes, the patient's pulse returned, and he started to breathe independently.

Two minutes after the man regained his breathing, additional first responders arrived, and the 
man regained consciousness and was able to speak a little. 

The patient was transported to the Galilee Medical Center for further examination, treatment, 
and recovery.

After the incident, Zaid said, “It was a big honor for me when the head of the operations, a 
chief paramedic, thanked me for my quick response and treatment and applauded me for my 
work. The paramedic was really impressed and said that all that was left for him and the team to 
do when they arrived was connect a heart monitor and open an IV line. I think we did a great job 
together as a team."

Zaid, a resident of Kfar Mazra’a has been working as an assistant staffer at the Galilee Medical 
Center for the past 24 years. He asked his co-workers in the hospital to update him with regard 
to the man’s well-being. After a phone call with one of the nurses in the center, Zaid said, “Yoni 
called me and told me that the patient is in stable 
condition in the trauma center. I was so happy to 
hear that the patient was doing well and recovering. 
He said that I did a great job which made me really 
proud. You have no clue how good it feels to have 
helped someone and given him another chance at 
life. All I can say is that it is always nice to be on the 
giving side instead of the side of receiving. With the 
help of G-d, may we only hear good news in the 
future.”

1221
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

mezuza to the entrance of a storage room 
unless it is also used for disgraceful activity. 

Nevertheless, the Aruch Hashulchan (YD 
286:9) reasons (although he is inconclu-
sive regarding practice) that because of the 
machloket on the matter, one should not make 
a beracha for such a room. This is also the rul-
ing of Yalkut Yosef (YD 285:28) and the leaning 
of Chovat Hadar 2:(11), although the latter 
does not fault one who attaches a mezuza 
there with a beracha (ibid.). In a case of doubt 
regarding whether a beracha is appropriate 
for a certain room, the preferred system to use 
is to attach the mezuza after attaching one to 
a place that certainly requires one, with the 
intention that the beracha goes on both mezu-
zot (see Shach, YD 286:23).

That which makes the halacha regarding 
storage rooms is unclear is likely because in 
one’s daily activities, one does not frequent 
such a room, as putting things in and tak-
ing out of storage are periodical rather than 
ongoing actions (see Derisha, YD 286:2). It 
seems clear that a room used just for a fam-
ily’s refrigerator would require a mezuza 
because that type of short-term storage is 
considered part of normal living. In con-
trast, in a place where one stores objects long 
term and a very long time goes by between 
times entering it, it should be exempt from 
a mezuza. However, most cases of storage 
rooms likely fit within the gray area that is 
governed by the opinions presented above 
(see Chovat Hadar 2:(12)). 

Mezuza for a 
Storage Room

Question: I am moving into an apart-
ment and want to know whether the storage 
room (in the building’s basement) requires 
a mezuza. 

Answer: We will start with the basic ques-
tion – whether a room used for storage is 
considered “beitecha” (your home – see 
Devarim 6:9). The gemara (Yoma 11a-b) 
cites conflicting opinions about whether 
various areas in one’s property that are 
not for classic “living purposes” require 
a mezuza. These include animal pens and 
storage places for straw, wood, and general 
items. The gemara also raises the possibility 
that it depends on whether more classic liv-
ing needs are also performed there. The Rif 
(Mezuza 6a) and Rosh (Mezuza 15) accept 
as halacha the opinions that mezuzot are 
required in such places. In contrast, the 
Rambam (Mezuza 6:7) says that only with 
additional, personal use of the room does 
one require a mezuza. The Shulchan Aruch 
(Yoreh Deah 286:2) rules like the major-
ity opinion that it is necessary to attach a 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

Other factors could possibly make a 
mezuza unnecessary for a storage room. 
The minimum size for a house that needs a 
mezuza is four amot (somewhere between 
6 and 8 ft.); less than this is not considered 
a house regarding several relevant halachot 
(Sukka 3a). The Rosh (ibid. 16) posits that 
both its length and width have to be at least 
4 amot. Most early sources understand 
the Rambam (ibid. 2) as saying that it suf-
fices that the room’s area be 16 sq. amot, 
even if one dimension is less than 4 amot, 
and the Shach (286:23) treats the matter 
as a doubt. According to these rules, many 
storage rooms may be too small to require 
a mezuza. (The whole space does not need 
to be traversable, as boxes that are placed 
there do not reduce the halachic size, since 
they can be moved (Mikdash Me’at 286:40). 
Even if shelves are permanently attached to 
the wall, if it is used for the room’s purpose 
(storage), it does not reduce the room’s size 
(see Chovat Hadar 4:(21)).) 

The Pitchei Teshuva (YD 286:11) cites an 
opinion that a room whose size makes sense 
for the purpose for which it is used requires 
a mezuza even if it is less than four amot. 
While it is difficult to ignore this opinion 
(see Minchat Yitzchak I:8), it is not clear we 
accept it and its application is not always 
clear. Therefore a small storage room would 
raise further doubt whether a mezuza is 
necessary and certainly further reason not 
to make a beracha if attaching a mezuza (see 

Chovat Hadar 4:(16)).
In summary, regarding most storage 

rooms, there is doubt whether they require 
a mezuza, and attaching one there without 
a separate beracha is the best way to go.  

Shifra and Rivka 
properties!

Shifra lopian 0526735300

UNIQUE DUPLEX IN RECHAVIA 
with roof top terrace!

Gorgeous views, roof rights, 
Parking, 3 bed, 2.5 bath

Option to purchase another unit 
and attach 5.25m nis

LUXURY NEW KATAMON 
APARTMENT!

3 bed, 2 bath, Large sukka balcony, 
quiet, parking, storage, 5.8m NIS
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ּלוֹ  כֻּ ָהעוָֹלם  ֶאת  ן  ַהזָּ ָהעוָֹלם  ֶמֶלְך  ֱאלֹקינּו  ה’  ה  רּוְך ַאתָּ בָּ

י  כִּ ָשׂר  ְלָכל-בָּ ֶלֶחם  נֵֹתן  הּוא   , ּוְבַרֲחִמים  ֶחֶסד  בְּ ֵחן  בְּ טּובוֹ  בְּ

ִמיד לֹא ָחַסר ָלנּו ְוַאל ֶיְחַסר ָלנּו  דוֹל תָּ ְלעוָֹלם ַחְסּדוֹ ּוְבטּובוֹ ַהגָּ

ל  י הּוא קל ָזן ּוְמַפְרֵנס ַלכֹּ דוֹל כִּ מוֹ ַהגָּ ֲעבּור שְׁ ָמזוֹן ְלעוָֹלם ָוֶעד בַּ

ה ה’  רּוְך ַאתָּ ָרא בָּ ר בָּ ִרּיוָֹתיו ֲאשֶׁ ל ּוֵמִכין ָמזוֹן ְלָכל-בְּ ּוֵמִטיב ַלכֹּ

ל. ן ֶאת ַהכֹּ ַהזָּ

In Israeli gans, the children are taught to 
sing the following cute little rhyme before 
they begin to bench – “אכלנו ושבענו, האוכל היה 

 We ate and)  ”טעים, עכשיו נברך כולנו נודה לאלוקים
were satiated, the food was tasty, and now 
we will all say thank you to Hashem). Cute 
and simple, this is really the crux of the first 
paragraph of benching. In this paragraph, 
we thank Hashem for the basics, for the food 
that He has given us in order to sustain us. 
We thank Him for giving us our basic neces-
sities, the things that we need to survive. As 
it written in Gemara Berachot 58a – “אורח 

 טוב, מה הוא אומר? כמה טרחות טרח בעל הבית?...וכל מה

 What does a good“  -”שטרח, לא טרח אלא בשבילי
guest say? Wow! Look how much effort my 
host put in! And everything he did, he did on 
my behalf!!”

Rabbi Eliyahu Munk in his book Olam 
haTefillot explains that in this paragraph, we 
take note of the fact that there is both השגחה 

-general Hashgacha (Divine interven - כללית
tion) over the entire world, and השגחה פרטית 
- personal Hashgacha over each person. We 
start by talking about the fact that Hashem 
is “הזן את העולם כולו”, He feeds the world as a 
whole. He makes sure that the entire nature 
system is in place so that there are trees and 
vegetation, as well as an intricately planned 
food chain so that every creature has what to 
feed on.  We then go on to talk about the fact 
that Hashem is “נותן לחם לכל בשר”, He makes 
sure that each individual person has His 
own personal needs taken care of. 

This is based on a vivid description por-
trayed in Gemara Berachot 58a. There, the 
Gemara tells us that while the whole world 
is sleeping in their beds, Hashem is hard at 
work. He is moving the winds, raising the 
clouds, bringing down rain, growing crops 
and drying them off, and “מעריך שולחן לפני כל 

 setting the table before each and – ”אחד ואחד

TOWARDS MEANINGFUL
TEFILLA BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI

Director of OU Israel L’Ayla Women’s Initiative

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL
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every one of us. Hashem manipulates the 
entire ecosystem to make sure that every 
single individual has what to eat. 

Through Hashem’s actions of Hashgacha, 
we are able to recognize His great love for us, 
and His constant intervention in our lives, 
His “חן וחסד ורחמים.” Because we have seen 
in the past that Hashem is always there for 
us – “תמיד לא חסר לנו”, He has never allowed 
us to go lacking, that we can have the bita-
chon and confidence that “אל יחסר לנו”, that 
in the future He will never let us go lacking. 
We ask Hashem to continuously take care 
of us, not for our own selfish needs, but 
 in order that we can serve ,”בעבור שמו הגדול“
Him better and in order to make a Kiddush 
Hashem, to show that Hashem takes care of 
His creations.

We conclude the paragraph the same 
way that we started, recognizing both the 
 ,קל זן ומפרנס לכל that Hashem is a השגחה כללית
He feeds and sustains the world at large, as 
well as the השגחה פרטית that Hashem is מכין מזון 

 He prepares the exact food that ,לכל בריויתיו
each and every one of His creations need to 
survive. 

May we all take note, both during our 
benching as well as in general, when we look 
around at the world, at nature, at history, and 
at our own personal lives, the double bracha 
of both the השגחה פרטית and השגחה כללית that 
surround us. 

Gemach for Chatan and Kalla:
Meals for wedding and  
Sheva Brachot at cost

Eida Hachareidis Hechsher
Tel:052-633-1744 

gadgadood@gmail.com

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation

Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice

Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909

Madar@netvision.net.il
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TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

Chanukah
Rambam (4:6) rules that Chanukah is a 

halachically significant date. “Until when 
are sefichin prohibited following the sev-
enth year? From Rosh Hashanah until 
Chanukah. From Chanukah and on, sefichin 
are permitted.”

Pe’at HaShulchan (22:9) explains that this 
relates to vegetables about which there 
is a doubt as to when they were planted. 
From this date onward, it is possible to rest 
assured that these vegetables were planted 
during the eighth year. That is, Chanukah is 
the default date to permit sefichin. At this 
point, even vegetables that we are not sure 
about when a similar crop is available, will 
be permitted from Chanukah on.

Explanation of the table
For most vegetables, we note Chanukah 

as the stage at which point it is permissible 
to purchase vegetables without having to 
check their shemitah status. Only for veg-
etables that definitely take a longer time 
to grow (for instance, onions take at least 
130 days to grow, and garlic even more), we 
write later dates. 

For hard vegetables with a long shelf-life, 

such as carrots and potatoes, we at Torah 
VeHa’aretz Institute deliberated whether 
it is possible to use Chanukah as the date 
or if we should use a later date. Ultimately, 
the consensus was to use Chanukah since 
vegetables of the same type planted in the 
eighth may be available at this time.

Supermarkets
Everything stated above relates to us 

as consumers. However, the mehadrin 
supermarkets that employ “Shemitah 
Lechumrah” solutions know what the 
source of the produce is. From what I 
understood, some of them only buy pro-
duce that was planted after shemitah, and 
do not rely on the chart, while others relay 
on the chart and after Chanukah bring 
even vegetables that were planted during 
shemitah.

Bottom Line
From Chanukah and on it is possible to 

buy most vegetables without special shem-
itah supervision. Certain vegetables that 
grow quickly, such as lettuce and other 
leafy greens, can be purchased before this 
time. For onions and garlic, the date is later 
(mid-Tevet and early Nissan, respectively). 

When Is It Permissible To Buy 
Vegetables in the Eighth Year Without 
Knowing Their Shemitah Status? #2
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Jewish Quarter -  
XL Duplex apartment -  
135 meters, 3 bedroom,  
2 bath, new kitchen,  
5 minutes from  
Hurva square & Mamilla

Alon Shevut -  
XXL Free standing home,  
380 meters, 3 floors,  
Great location,  
surrounded by green

Benjie Aziz  
Real Estate

BENJIE 0544-882194 
BENJIE@BEZEQINT.NET

For Sale 

מט״י
ירושלים
מרכז טיפוח יזמות

מעלו״ת מרכז עסקי 
לעולים חדשים 
אגף ליזמות עסקיתותושבים חוזרים

NEW 
IMMIGRANTS?
RETURNING 
RESIDENTS?
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Our Professionalism 
And Experience

02-5315107
tania@mati.org.il

For more information contact us:

Want to establish or expand a business? We 
are here to help!

We offer you the most professional and 
comprehensive toolbox for promoting your 
business, including: consultation, profitability 
testing, workshops, assistance in getting 
funding, writing a business plan, participation 
in conferences, and more. 

Visit for advice from the best mentors and to 
take part in workshops on a variety of topics: 
marketing, finance, digital, sales, high-tech, 
business networking and more. 

Through Maalot Jerusalem, the Business 
Entrepreneurship Division of the Ministry of 
Aliyah and Integration provides you with a 
unique and subsidized package of benefits 
to ensure the success of your business. 

MAALOT Business Center for New 
Immigrants and Returning Residents

The services are intended for new immigrants 
up to 10 years in the country and returning 
residents up to two years, for the purpose 
of establishing a business or expanding an 
existing business and are conditional on the 
approval of eligibility by the Ministry of Aliyah 
and Integration.
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WILL BE 
GIVING 
A LECTURE 
immediately 
following 
the davening 
services
at approx 10:30 
Kiddush will 
follow after 
the lecture 
at approx 11:00

Shabbat Parshat Toldot 
November 26, 2022 

What's Wrong 
With a Miracle?

Neima Novetsky

Neima Novetsky has been involved in 
Jewish education for more than twenty 
years. Together with her husband 
Hillel, she co-founded alhatorah.org, 
a website devoted to opening new 
horizons in the learning and teaching 
of Torah.  She has taught in a number 
of seminaries and educational 
institutes in both the U.S. and 
Jerusalem including Midreshet Moriah, 
Nishmat, Midreshet Lindenbaum, and 
Matan. She hold a BA in Religion and 
a Certificate in Language and Culture 
from Princeton University and an MA in 
Bible from the Bernard Revel Graduate 
School of Yeshiva University.

Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael in Yemin Moshe
Rechov Pele Yoetz 2, Yemin Moshe 

Shacharit begins at 8:15

GOOD DEAL!!! In New TALPIOT – Spacious  
2 rooms, 50m, recent, Shabbat elevator, 
terrace, calm, store-room, parking 

2000000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111
VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!! In Bustan Baka -  
In a beautiful boutique building –  
Large 2 room apartment, ground floor  
(0 steps), elevator, balcony, parking

2450000 NIS - MENDEL 052-8980111
TALBIEH - Building with high ceilings –  
4 spacious rooms, 108m + terrace  
(approx. 30m), elevator, to renovate

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
FOR RENT / for SALE!! In the heart of BAKA, 
in an Arab house and a pastoral street - Garden 
apartment 4.5 rooms, spacious, lots of storage 
space, partially furnished, garden, 60m)

5500000 / 9000 NIS -  
MICHAEL 052-3202488
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 Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha RABBI GIDEON

WEITZMAN

Dilemmas 
and Desires

Last time we discussed the dilemma of the 
couple who got married in their mid-thirties 
and would like to freeze embryos, instead 
of trying to get pregnant. Their rationale is 
that, while they are currently fertile, in a few 
years time they will find it more challenging 
to have children. If they freeze “younger” 
embryos today, they can serve as an insur-
ance policy for tomorrow. When their 
fertility decreases they can use the frozen 
embryos and have more children.

While this question raises many halachic 
and ethical issues, it should be stressed that 
many couples do face such a situation and 
deliberate as to which option they should 
choose. Should they prefer to follow a nat-
ural path and rely on God that He will send 
them the number of children that He sees 
fit. Alternatively, they can see the develop-
ment of fertility treatment as a Divine gift to 
the modern world. People who would had 
previously been childless can now have 
children, and this is definitely a blessing. 
The couple can utilize these treatments to 
increase their family, even though they do 
not have a fertility treatment.

The Talmud (Niddah 13b) says “the son 
of David [the Mashiach] will not come until 
the souls have been finished from the body”. 

Rashi explains that there is a special heav-
enly chamber that is called Guf, body, where 
the souls are stored. All the souls that will 
ever exist in the world remain there until 
each soul is drawn down into this world. 
When the chamber is completely empty 
the Mashiach will come. It appears that we 
have an obligation to bring as many souls 
as possible into the world, and so the couple 
who freeze their embryos in order to have 
a larger family are involved in this Divine 
enterprise. But is this what God wants, is this 
the purpose of fertility treatment?

At PUAH we have met many such couples 
who struggle with such questions, our job in 
counseling them is to help them navigate the 
complexities and the potential ramifications 
of any decision that they will make. Choos-
ing to freeze embryos is a complex choice, 
but, for some, choosing not to and poten-
tially forfeiting more children, is no less a 
challenging option.

The reality is that each choice carries a 
price and a couple must carefully examine 
what price they are willing to pay. A decision 
can only be made after having weighed up 
the possibilities and making an informed 
and conscious decision that is best for them 
within the halachic framework. 

NETANYA 4 ROOM APT. RENTAL
minimum 1 month, Amazing sea view,  

Nitza Blvd, Kosher, available from December 1 
Furnished and equipped, wifi
APTNETANYA@GMAIL.COM
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up”. How Esav was a ‘animal trapper’ and 
‘man of the field’ while Yaakov was ‘simple’ 
and ‘sat in tents ‘. With all of the details of 
their coming into this world, where is their 
childhood?!

Rav Shimshon Raphael Hirsch in a contro-
versial commentary tells us how the Torah 
is hinting to us a lesson in education (espe-
cially with our children). According to the 
Pesukim, if we look at the two personalities 
in the beginning of the Parsha, without bias 
they seem to be different, but not necessar-
ily  good or bad. It’s only when they grow up 
how we see things play out. Mishlei tells us to 
“Chanoch l’naar al pi darko” – “bring up each 
child according to his/her own way”. Rav 
Hirsch brings up how every child is differ-
ent, yet Yitzchak and Rivka brought up their 
children in the same way. If they would have 
educated Esav NOT in the way of Yitzchak, 
but rather the way in which ‘a man of the 
field’ should be educated, Yitzchak would 
still have been great and Esav could have 
been just as great in his own way. He says 

Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg
Regional Director, 
NCSY Israel
Two For the Price 
of One

The beautiful and wondrous Parsha of 
Toldot opens up with the very beginnings 
of a new generation. It tells of the off-
spring of Avraham and immediately goes 
into the beginning of the next generation 
being created by Yitzchak Avinu and Rivka 
Imenu. Even before they enter the world, 
it goes into detail of the twin pregnancy of 
Rivka and the eternal fight between them 
(“Vyitrotzitzu Habanim B’kirbah”–“The chil-
dren agitated within her”) that began in the 
womb. Even before they had a name and 
identity (Yaakov and Eisav), Hashem him-
self in Pasuk 23 of Perek 25 tells how there 
are two nations and two regimes and how 
one will be mightier than the other. It then 
follows with relatively great detail of the 
birth of the two sons and how they looked 
and the reason for their names. 

You may then be disappointed to discover 
that the next Pasuk, 27, skips over the child-
hood of Yaakov and Eisav and goes straight 
into “Vayigdilu Hanearim – The boys grew 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment! 2 rooms in a 
new building under construction 
in a great location. only 1.69m NIS. 
3 & 4 rooms available as well
New on the market! 4 rooms on 
Chizkiyahu HaMelech in Katamon, 
2nd floor, beautifully renovated, 
2 full bathrooms. 3.49m shekel

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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those Pesukim of their childhood are miss-
ing since the education was focused on the 
result of their children and not necessarily 
in their everyday needs.  

While I don’t know if I could agree with 
such a claim made on our holy foremother 
and forefather, the message I believe is deep 
and correct. The way of education is not to 
force the Torah onto our children, but to 
help find our children’s place within the 
Torah. 

May we all be Zoche to find ourselves in 
the Torah and in the rebuilding of the Beit 
Hamikdash speedily in our days. Shabbat 
Shalom

Koby Erdfarb 
11th Grade, Efrat 
Deal or No Deal?
In parshat Toldot the Torah 

tells us the story of Yaakov acquiring the 
firstborn birthright from his older brother 
Eisav for a bowl of soup. As the story goes, 
Eisav was returning from a hunting expe-
dition and was starving.  When he arrived 
at home, Yaakov was in the middle of mak-
ing himself a meal.  Eisav, in his famished 
state, asks for some of the soup. Yaakov 
responds and says, “sure but it will cost you 
your birthright.”  

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Eisav jumps at the opportunity and states 
ה“ כֹרָֽ ה־זֶּ֥ה ִל֖י בְּ מָּ נִֹכ֥י הוֵֹלְ֖ך ָלמּ֑ות ְולָֽ  I’m going to -”ִהנֵּ֛ה אָֽ
die anyway, why do I need the birthright.” 
At first glance, it seems like Yaakov is taking 
advantage of Eisav. However, if you look 
closer you can see that Yaakov took extra 
steps to ensure that Eisav was in his right 
mind before he made this deal.

In the pasuk, Eisav only asked for the 
lentil soup, yet we see that Yaakov also 
gave him bread. Could it be that this was 
just a gesture of brotherly love? Probably 
not. Yaakov first gave him enough bread 
to stave off his hunger to ensure that Eisav 
would not have any regrets about the sale. 
Then when Eisav was no longer hungry, 
Yaakov asked him if he was still interested 
in the lentil soup in exchange for the birth-
right. Only then, when Eisav was satiated 
did he decide to sell his birthright to Yaakov 
for a pot of lentil soup.

Yaakov’s actions are a lesson to all gen-
erations on the values of fair play. Just 
because you have the upper hand doesn’t 
mean you should use it. Shabbat Shalom 

A small Sefer Torah with its own  
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses  

or for any other necessary occasion  
on a temporary free-loan basis.  

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Now also seeing patients at the
  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100
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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: 
CONTACT US : 050-5231478
Hachim9@out look .com

Construction Has Begun!

THE MOST SOUGHT AFTER LOCATION 
IN OLD KATAMON IN JERUSALEM
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JOIN THE

CLUB
“ I  GOT KICKED OUT BY

MY U.S .  BANK / BROKERAGE”

If your U.S. bank/brokerage is 
closing your account because
of your address, call us about 
keeping your dollar assets in a 
U.S. brokerage account (attached 
to a U.S. Visa card for easy access 
to your funds).

Join the Profile Club and enjoy 
the benefits of having a U.S. 
investment account from Israel. 
Licensed in both America and 
Israel.

Securities o�ered through Portfolio Resources Group, Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, 
MSRB, FSI. Accounts carried by Pershing LLC., Member NYSE/SIPC, a subsidiary of 
The Bank of New York Mellon Corporation.

02-624-2788

www.Pro�le-Financial.com

info@pro�le-�nancial.com



BLACKBLACK
BLACKBLACK

FRIDAYFRIDAY
FRIDAYFRIDAY

  Jerusalem | Kfar Daniel | Bnei Brak | Tel Aviv
Haifa | Raanana | Ben Gurion Airport

B L A C K  F R I D AY  S A L E

45%30%

*Valid for club members between 20.11.22-27.11.22 or while the stocks last. No double discount

O F F  S T O R E W I D E

*


