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~ When I was in high school,
’ Nachshon Wachsman’s broth-
/ er and I had many mutual

friends, and we ended up

hanging out together numer-
ous times. I remember him coming over to
my house and my grandparents house.
Therefore, it hit very hard when Nachshon
was kidnapped. When it happened, I was
in shiur alef at yeshiva in Shilo. Together
with friends and neighbors of Nachshon
who were a year older than me in Shilo, we
helped search for him. While he was miss-
ing, I read all of Tehillim every day.

In the process of searching we went on
buses and walked the streets of Yerusha-
layim and other places in Israel. From the
moment that Klal Yisrael saw the video that
Hamas was holding Nachshon Wachsman
hostage, the entire nation felt nothing mat-
tered at that point besides for Nachshon.
There was a feeling of unity where the

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

RABBI AVI BERMAN

Executive Director, OU Israel

DNINN T 792

The OU Israel family extends
our heartfelt condolences to
Chaim (Director of Youth
Programming) & Meirav Pelzner
& family on the passing of
Chaim's father

Moshe Pelzner z”1

DYV X IDAN INY TIN2 DOINN DN DIPNHN

Rabbi Avi Berman, Zvi Sand,
Executive Dir. OU Israel ~ President, OU Israel
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entire Jewish nation was focused on their
fellow Jew’s safety and wellbeing. Whether
riding buses, shopping for groceries, or
walking down the street, the sense of pur-
pose and feeling of connection was there.

While unfortunately it was a tragedy that
brought us together, the unity was strong
and beautiful. Davening for Nachshon’s
safe return at the Kotel surrounded by Jews
of all different backgrounds was a beautiful,
incredible feeling of unity.

Unfortunately, we united again in tragedy
and all felt this same unity when the three
boys, Naftali Fraenkel, Eyal Yifrach and
Gil-ad Shaar, were kidnapped from Gush
Etzion in 2014. No matter our background,
we davened for their safe return and felt the
pain of Klal Yisrael when we found out they
were murdered. These are two moments of
unity where it is so clear how much Klal Yis-
rael cares for one another.

We know from Tanach that the sweet-
est moments to HaKadosh Baruch Hu are
when the Jewish people are unified. On
Wednesday of Chol Hamoed Pesach, two
days before Rav Mordechai Eliyahu zt”l had
his heart attack, I had the zechut of sitting
with my Rav for over an hour. In that meet-
ing, Rav Mordechai Eliyahu told me that
today Klal Yisrael has more Torah than ever
before, more kosher food than ever before,
and more chesed than ever before. The one
thing that is delaying the Geulah (redemp-
tion) is that we do not have achdut (unity) in
Klal Yisrael. He told me then, which I have



taken as a will of his, to be active in achdut.

The past five elections did not help foster
unity for the Jewish people, and have taken
us to places that we don’t want to be. They
have caused Klal Yisrael to have many argu-
ments, including people who have stopped
talking to family members, colleagues and
friends. There are others who can only talk
to each other if theyleave the topic of politics
off the table. Even though we agree about
the vast majority of what’s important when
running this country, the minority of what
we don’t agree about has become a focal
point which has caused massive disunity.
We must realize that our unity is more
important than political disagreements.

I am happy that there is a government
that will hopefully be able to run our coun-
try and last until the next time we are due
for new elections. Unfortunately, we have
gotten too used to frequent elections that
have brought the nation to constant politi-
cal arguments. It goes without saying that
this is bad for the Jewish people. We must
be one unified nation.

B’ezrat Hashem, we will have a functioning
government and be able to put the arguments
aside. Perhaps the right thing to do now is to
look at who we may have gotten into political
arguments with over the past few years and
invite them to spend positive time together,

In loving memory of our
parents/grandparents
Bennie & Florence Klein z”’1
on their 16th Yahrzeits
NUN 29 5“v X192 M2
PN N NY 1IN PN N DT
Janet and Gordon Berkley and family

whether going to the park, out to eat, or hav-
ing them over for a Shabbat meal. Now is
the time to reconnect with each other. Poli-
tics will always be a point of dissension, but
let’s move past this machloket and focus on
the moments of unity I mentioned above
when we stood at the Kotel with thousands
of our brothers and sisters davening for the
three boys or for Nachshon Wachsman. Let’s
show Hashem that we don’t need tragedy to
unite, but we can unify without tragedy. We
can have a positive, strong country where we
show care and support for one another.

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring
Shabbat,

v

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org

nisht on shabbos...
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FROM THE DESK OF

RABBI MOSHE HAUER

A Heritage
of Hope

Anxiety is in the air. Everywhere we
turn, concerns are expressed about rising
antisemitism, and the future of our divided
country.

In this context it is worth noting a remark-
able commentary of Ramban. At the outset
of our Parsha, Avraham and Sarah welcome
three guests into their home and treat them
royally, and in response one of the guests
declares that they would be blessed a year
later with a child. Sarah laughs bitterly in
response, and is taken to task for this by G-d.

Ramban (18:15) is troubled by this.
Clearly, if Sarah laughed it is because she did
not realize that these guests were actually
angels delivering a prophecy from G-d. She
thought they were like all the other simple
travelers who were regularly welcomed to
their home. As such, why should she not

ORTHODOX
UNION -7
Enhoncing Jewish Life

OU Executive Vice President

laugh? She was 90 years old, her husband
was 100, they had been unsuccessfully try-
ing to conceive for years, and now some
stranger comes along and promises her a
child in a year. How would you respond?!

Remarkably G-d expected her to respond
with hope. Yes, even as difficult and as pro-
tracted as her situation was, she should not
have despaired and should have instead
responded sincerely to his declaration,
affirming: “Amein! May G-d indeed do this
for us!”

In the words of Rav Tzadok Hakohein of
Lublin (Divrei Sofrim no. 16):

“The Jewish nation was built after the total
despair of Avraham and Sarah ever being
able to have a child ... purposely ... so that
this would become the character of the Jew, to
believe that there is never room for despair.”

Our times are indeed challenging and
uncertain. But our history is instructive and
a profound lesson of faith in G-d.

Let us all draw from that infinite resource
of hope. m

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds

Keep your money in the US and receive
local expert investment advice

ca 02-624-0995 054-599-9530

aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il - www.aaronkatsman.com
Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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VAYERA

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA

SEDRA SUMMARY

A. Rabbi Reuven
. Tradburks

J: Director of
7" RCA Israel Region

The beloved stories of the life of Avraham
are found in our parsha. Avraham hosts the
angels who tell him of the impending birth of
Yitzchak to Sarah. G-d tells Avraham of His
intent to destroy Sodom; Avraham pleads on
their behalf. The city of Sodom is destroyed,
Lot is saved. The nations of Moav and Amon
are born from Lot and his daughters. Avra-
ham sojourns in Gerar. Sarah gives birth
to Yitzchak. Hagar and Yishmael are sent
away. Avraham makes a pact with Avimel-
ech. The Parsha concludes with the dramatic
story of Akeidat Yitzchak, the near death of
Yitzchak at the hands of Avraham.

’3‘ 1st Aliya (18:1-14). G-d appears

'70 . to Avraham. 3 men are warmly

] .

welcomed by Avraham with lav-

ish hospitality. They announce to him that by

May the Torah learned
from this Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and »y5
Cantor Martin Horowitz v«
On his 28th Yahrtzeit

Mina and Howard Millendorf
Sharon, Shlomo
Elior, Amiad, and Yagel Rabinowit;
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this time next year Sarah will have a child.
She overhears this from the tent and laughs,
for her ability to bear a child is a thing of the
past. G-d protests —is anything too much for
G-d —this time next year you will have had a
child.

This story is a precious glimpse into the
home of Avraham and Sarah. The whole
house participates in the kindness — Avra-
ham, Sarah, the young helpers. And the
word run or fast occurs 4 times in 6 verses.
This is an energetic, enthusiastic welcome.
The eager hospitality modeled by Avraham
becomes the paradigm of chesed for the Jew-
ish people.

Sarah laughs at the news that she will
have a child. She is reprimanded for that.
But Avraham laughed at the same news at
the end of last week’s parsha. He is not rep-
rimanded. Rashi comments there: laughter
comes in 2 forms. Simcha, happy laughter.
And scoffing. Avraham laughed; wow, look
at that, me 99, she 90 —and we’ll have a child!
Sarah scoffed, guffawed: what? Me at 90 and
he at 99? Don’t think so.

She has a point. Sarah is the realist. Avra-
ham the dreamer. Jewish history will need
the dreamers and the realists. The Avot tend
to be the dreamers; the Imahot, the women,
the realists.

27 Aliya (18:15-33). The men

XK
'7"! leave for Sodom. G-d reasons
k\‘ that He ma i
y not withhold from

Avraham, the champion of justice, of His plan
to destroy Sodom. Avraham challenges Him:
How can You destroy the righteous along
with the wicked? And how can You destroy
the place if there are righteous people pres-
ent? Avraham presses his point.

The generosity of Avraham continues,



though expressed quite differently here. He
refuses to allow, unchallenged, the destruc-
tion of Sodom. And his argument changes.
The first argument is: why should the same
fate be for both righteous and wicked? If You
destroy the city, then the same fate awaits
both righteous and wicked. A Just G-d would
not punish the righteous. But then he turns
the tables. Don’t spare the righteous and pun-
ish only the wicked; rather, save the whole
city, wicked and all. Avraham is pleading for
the lives of the wicked.

Avraham has great generosity of spirit. The
Judge of all can judge the wicked; my role is to
be generous to them. He previously rescued
Lot and all the people of Sodom who had
been taken captive in the wars of the 4 Kings
and 5 Kings; these same people who then too
were already described as wicked. Further
on in our parsha, he is not happy with Sarah
wanting to send Yishmael away, even though
his behavior is not to Sarah’s liking. This too
is his generosity of spirit.

We would be true students of Avraham if
we left the judgment of our fellow man to
Him, and were generous to a fault to them
instead.

"/‘ 3rd Aliya (10:1-20). The men jour-

'/k\o‘ ney to Sodom. Lot prevails on

‘ them to stay with him. The men
of the city object to the presence of these for-
eigners. It turns violent. The visitors tell Lot
that Sodom is to be destroyed and he must
leave quickly. His sons in law refuse. The
morning dawns and Lot, his wife and daugh-
ters leave Sodom, told not to look back.

Lotis Avraham’s closest relative. He seems
to follow in the footsteps of Avraham. He
welcomes the strangers, gives them a place
in hishome, and serves them food. A parallel
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story to Avraham’s kindness to them. But, the
lesson lies not in the similarities but in the dif-
ferences. Lot isliving in Sodom. That makes
all the difference.

This story is the beginning of the theme
that will dominate the rest of the book of
Genesis: who of Avraham’s family isin? And
who is out? Avraham’s family will inherit the
covenant of the Jewish people — but who in
his family? After all, Lot is his nearest of kin.
With the imminent birth of Yitzchak, the
question as to who will inherit the land of
Israel becomes urgent. Will it be all of Avra-
ham’s entourage? Lot, Yishmael, Yitzchak?
Will Avraham’s generosity of spirit extend
to the promise of the Land — will he want to
include his broader family unit?

Well, one person we can see is not going
to be a part of Jewish history: Lot. Lot writes
himself out of that possibility with his associ-
ation with Sodom.

R 4™ Aliya (19:21-21:4) Lotis told to
’7"! flee Sodom. The cities of Sodom
I ,

nd Gemora are destroyed. Lot’s
wife looks back and turns to a pillar of salt.
Avraham looks out from the hills and sees the
destruction. Lot flees to the hills. The 2 daugh-
ters of Lot ply him with wine and become
pregnant from him, reasoning that they are
the only ones left in the world. They name
their children Moav and Amon. Avraham
goes to Gerar. Avimelech is told by G-d not to
touch Sarah. Avimelech confronts Avraham
as to why he hid Sarah’s identity from him.
Avraham responds: I saw there is no fear of
G-d here. G-d fulfills what he promised to
Sarah. She gives birth to Yitzchak. Avraham
circumcises him as G-d commanded.

There is a lot of “seeing”: Lot should not
look back, while Avraham is looking over

10 TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

the plain. The daughters see themselves as
Noah and family - the sole survivors. Avra-
ham sees there is no fear of G-d.

Lot did not see, or take to heart that he
lived amongst sinners. What Lot did not see
around him Avraham perceived immedi-
ately in Gerar; there is no fear of G-d here.

The story of Lot’s daughters is tragic self-de-
ception. Rav Hershel Schachter likes to point
out — did they really think, of all the people
in the world, they are the most righteous to
be saved? There is no one else in the entire
world except them? Really? What about
Avraham? How did they feel the next day
when they walked down the street and saw
a whole world of people?

’}‘ 5% Aliya (21:5-21). Yitzchak

‘/k\“ grows and is weaned. Sarah sees
: Yishmael playing with Yitzchak.
She tells Avraham to banish this boy, for he
will not inherit on a par with Yitzchak. This
troubles Avraham but G-d tells him to listen
to Sarah. Avraham arises early, sends away
Hagar and Yishmael. They go to the desert of
Beersheva. The water runs out. Hagar cannot
bear to see the death of her child and cries.

May the Torah learning
from this issue of Torah Tidbits
be in loving memory of and y’y>

573 7INY BHIAN 12 N NN
Robert Ackert z”’1

on his first yahrzeit
PUNIN 2775
Beloved husband, father and
grandfather. We miss you so much.
Rita, Dina, Rebekah and family,
Yehoshua Chaim and family




An angel calls to her. Her eyes are opened,
she sees a well and gives water to Yishmael.

The next generation of the Jewish people
has now been born. Who will be part of the
covenant? Lot is out, but he is not a child
of Avraham, albeit a nephew. Sarah tells
Avraham that Yishmael, although a child of
Avraham, is not the next generation of the
Jewish people. Yishmael’s banishment is a
parallel story to the Akeida that we are about
to read. In both stories Avraham arises early,
a child walks with a parent, the child’s life is
in danger, an angel calls, the parent sees what
they did not see before, the child is saved.
Similar stories teach that G-d cares and saves
the one in distress. But similarities are only
similar—they are not the same. Yishmael will
notbe Yitzchak’s equal in the next generation
of the Jewish people.

'}‘ 6™ Aliya (21:22-34). Avimelech

‘/k\“ initiates a pact with Avraham in

: Beersheva. They name the place

Beersheva from the word to swear. Avraham
calls out in G-d’s name in Beersheva.

Avraham’s fame has prompted a pact.

Why would Avimelech make
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such a pact? It would seem that
not only is Avraham famous,
but so too are the Divine prom-
ises of inheriting. People know
about them. And believe them
and respect them. So, they would
rather be on Avraham’s side.

’}‘ 7% Aliya (22:1-24).
K’) Akeidat Yitzchak, the :

binding of Isaac.
Avraham is told to take Yitzchak
and offer him as an offering. On
the way, Yitzchak questions Avra-
ham. They arrive at the mountain.
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At the last moment, the angel calls to Avra-
ham. Avraham has proven hisloyalty to G-d’s
command. He sees a ram caught in the bush
and offers it in the place of Yitzchak. They
return to Beersheva.

The most dramatic story in the Torah. A
story of absolute loyalty to the Divine com-
mand but also one of pathos and irony. The
man of generosity, who pleaded for the lives
of the wicked of Sodom now prepared to take
the life of his son. The one who challenged
the injustice of the impending destruction
of Sodom, now has no voice of objection.
And the most obvious — the one who waited
patiently for 25 years for the promise of
a child — and a future — now prepared to
destroy it all.

A story that can be thought about and
studied for a lifetime. Perhaps, one element
of the story pertains to the promises. While
the promise to Avraham of fame, family and
fortune have been granted by G-d. And the
promise of his family inheriting the Land of
Israel is now able to take shape. Do not think
G-d’sreach for man and for the Jewish people
will be without its complexity, its sacrifices,

A SHORT VORT

its mysteries in trying to understand the inef-
fable ways of G-d. While an intimate bond
is being created of G-d’s love for the Jewish
people, and while we are increasingly being
drawn to Him, He remains opaque, inscruta-
ble, mysterious, ineffable. We live with Divine
intimacy and vast distance simultaneously.

HAFTORAH
2 KINGS, 4:1-37

This week’s parsha famously tells us
that although Avraham and Sarah were
advanced in age they miraculously bear a
child. Along these same lines the haftorah
this Shabbat describes a similar incident
in which the navi Elisha assures an elderly
childless woman that she will bear a child.

Elisha would often pass through the city
of Shunem. A couple who lived in the town
offered a place for Elisha to stay. They even
made a guest room that Elisha could use
whenever he needed. Elisha became aware
that the couple was childless. He blessed the
woman that she would give birth. Indeed a
year later a son was born to the couple.

BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES

Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“And he lifted up his eyes and saw three men standing near him” (18:2)

(2:n“1) “u 0'aNI D'WIR WYY NIRRT

There seems to be many similarities between Avraham’s hospitality to the angels and Lot’s hospitality
to angels in the city of Sodom in Chapter 19. Both approached the angels and “bowed down to them”.
Avraham took milk, cream and a calf and prepared a meal for them. Lot too, “made them a feast and baked
unleavened bread, and they did eat.” Lot went one step even further and protected the angels from the

local inhabitants of Sodom.

If all these similarities are true, then, why is the characteristic of Hachnasat Orchim — “Hospitality” only

attributed to Avraham and not Lot?

The great Rabbi Levi Yitzchak of Berditchev, known as the “defense attorney” for the Jewish people,
answered that each man viewed his visitors in a different fashion. Lot saw them as angels- “And the two
angels came” and had no choice but to serve them with great respect. On the other hand, by Avraham it says
“And he saw three MEN”. Even though they appeared as ordinary people, Avraham extended them a feast.
This proves the great attribute of hospitality by Avraham.Shabbat Shalom
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The story does not end there. A few years
later the son died suddenly. The woman
called Elisha back to her home. Elisha
quickly came and miraculously was able
to bring the child back to life. m

4th of the 54 sedras; 4th of 12 sedras in B’reishit
Written on 252 lines in a Torah, rank: 5

6 Parshiyot; 4 open, 2 closed

147 p’sukim - ranks 7th (4th in B’reishit)

2085 words - ranks 2nd (1st in B’reishit)

7862 letters - rank: 3rd (2nd in B’reishit)

Vayera is actually the 2nd largest sedra in the
Torah. (Naso, is #1 with no rival - Bamidbar, Pin-
chas, and R’ei all take up more lines than Vayei-
ra, but those sedras each have many parshiyot,
which means a lot of blank space between
parshiyot, which adds to the line-count.)

None of Taryag (the 613 mitzvot) are found in
Vayeira (one of 17 sedras without entries on
the list of 613) - however, there are Midot and
values and other lessons.
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THE PERSON

Iread the story quite some time ago. It was
told by a young woman who boarded an air-
plane early one winter Friday morning. She
was on her way to Chicago from New York to
spend a weekend there with friends.

She made herself comfortable in her seat,
prepared some reading material, and was
confident that the plane would take off more
or less on time and that she would arrive at
her destination in little more than an hour.

But that was not to be. Instead, she experi-
enced what all “frequent flyers” are familiar
with- unanticipated delays. At first, the
pilot assured the passengers that the delays
would be brief and that they would soon be
on their way.

However, time dragged on, and the
young woman, as well as the rest of the
passengers, became a bit concerned. They
all had appointments in Chicago, or flight
connections to make, or were simply upset
about the prospect of being strapped into
an uncomfortable seat for a longer period

Mazal Tov to

Esther & Moshe Davis and family
on the birth of a grandson
son of Riki & Yosef Yehuda Gordon
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BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB

OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

IN THE PARSHA

of time than expected.

For some of the passengers, however, and
our young woman was among them, there
was a “higher” concern. It was a short Fri-
day, and sundown was early, only six or
seven hours away. Would they make it to
Chicago in time to reach their ultimate des-
tinations before the Sabbath?

The young woman who related the story
described the scene. At first, the several
Jews aboard the plane took no notice of
each other, each minding his or her own
business. However, as the delay became
more protracted, and the possibility of being
stranded became more real, the Jews pres-
ent began to converse with each other and
share their anxieties.

Finally, the plane took off. But the worries
of the Shabbat observers were not over.
About halfway through the flight the pilot
announced that they would not be able to
land in Chicago after all. Instead, they were
being diverted to Milwaukee.

By this time, there were little more than
three hours until sundown. The group of
Shabbat observers huddled in the back
of the plane, and two of them assured the
others, and there were 10 or 12 others, that
they knew several people in Milwaukee who
could host them for Shabbos, if they would
land in the Milwaukee airport in time.

They asked the crew if they could
somehow call ahead and contact their
acquaintances in Milwaukee. That was



done, and the Milwaukee friends assured
the group that they would not only put them
up and feed them well, but they would have
a van at the airport ready to speed them to
their Shabbat accommodations.

The young woman had been sitting next
to a non-Jewish couple who couldn’t help
but eavesdrop upon the entire conversation
and the arrangements that ten passengers
were making to spend a weekend with total
strangers. They expressed their astonish-
ment to the young woman, saying: “Are you
all going to spend an entire weekend with
people you don’t know? And why would
they put all of you up? Are you sure this is
not some kind of a trap? Will you be safe?”

The young woman reassured her co-pas-
sengers with this one brief statement:
“That’s Jewish hospitality.”

The reader of this column, who is surely
familiar with Jewish hospitality, can antic-
ipate the happy ending of the story. The
plane landed with barely an hour to spare,
the van appeared, the group was rushed
to the Jewish neighborhood, everyone had
comfortable accommodations, and the deli-
cious Shabbat meals were especially lively
as the group played Jewish geography and
learned about the many connections they
had with each other.

But the reader may want to know more
about what the young woman told her
non-Jewish companions, expanding upon
the concept of Jewish hospitality.

She began by explaining to them that Jews
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read selections from the Bible in the syna-
gogue each Sabbath. She told them that the
selection which would be read tomorrow
was Genesis 18:1-22:24. She introduced them
to the vocabulary of the weekly Torah por-
tion and informed them that the name of that
week’s parsha was Parshat Vayera.

She went on to briefly introduce them to
the inspiring personality of Abraham, our
forefather. But time was running out, and
she could not even begin to narrate the
stories in this Torah portion that describe
Abraham’s hospitality.

She told them that Abraham was the model
for hospitality that all Jews try to emulate,
and she shared with them one brief verse,
which appears toward the end of the parsha:
“Abraham planted a tamarisk at Beer-Sheba,
and invoked there the name of the Lord, the
Everlasting God.” (Genesis 21:33)

Of course, she had to define “tamarisk,”
which she did by telling them that it was a
small tree or shrub. But then she went on to
relate the following homily to them:

“I had a teacher at the Jewish parochial
school I attended. He pointed out to us that
the Hebrew word for tamarisk is aishel.

“The rabbis of old disputed the meaning of
aishel. Some said that it meant an orchard.
But others contended that it meant a hostel,
aninn.

“Our teacher shared with us the deeper
meaning of this dispute, as taught by a
much more contemporary rabbi, Solomon
Joseph Zevin. Rabbi Zevin held that orchard
and inn represent the two qualities which

2V Y
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comprise hospitality. The orchard symbol-
izes life, growth, nurturance, regeneration.
This is the emotional component of hospital-
ity, the provision of sustenance, of care and
compassion, and, when necessary, sympathy
and healing.

“The other quality is symbolized by the
inn—a structure, solid, protective, safe and
secure. The hospitable person, and Abraham
was the archetype of such a person, provides
his guest with both the life-giving sustenance
provided by the orchard and the sense of
security provided by the home, by the inn.”

The two non-Jewish passengers thanked
the young woman for the lesson. They
added, however, the following remarks:

“We too study the Bible, and we remember
that Abraham was called ‘the father of the
multitude of nations. He modeled hospitality
for all mankind.

“Nevertheless, we concede that there is
something special about the Jewish hospital-
ity that we are now witnessing and that you
are apparently about to experience.

“The truly hospitable person opens his
or her home even to the total stranger—so
much so that total strangers can rely upon
that hospitality. You are truly a blessed peo-
ple, and, although we will never meet your
hosts, we ask that you share with them our
profound admiration.”

When the young woman boarded that
airplane, she expected a very ordinary expe-
rience. Instead, she was blessed with the
opportunity not only to benefit from Jewish
hospitality, but to share the lessons of hos-
pitality with others in a way that achieved
that highest of all spiritual objectives, a
“sanctification of the name of God,” a kid-
dush Hashem.
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Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew
Congregations of the Commonwealth

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be nnwi 17w4
HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"1
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To Bless
the Space
Between Us

There is a mystery at the heart of the bib-
lical story of Abraham, and it has immense
implications for our understanding of
Judaism.

Who was Abraham and why was he
chosen? The answer is far from obvious.
Nowhere is he described, as was Noah, as “a
righteous man, perfect in his generations”
(Gen. 6:9). We have no portrait of him, like
the young Moses, physically intervening in
conflicts as a protest against injustice. He
was not a soldier like David, or a visionary
like Isaiah. In only one place, near the begin-
ning of our parsha, does the Torah say why
God singled him out:

Then the Lord said, “Shall I hide from
Abraham what I am about to do? Abraham
will surely become a great and powerful
nation, and all nations on earth will be

20 TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

blessed through him. For I have chosen
him, so that he will direct his children and
his household after him to keep the way of
the Lord by doing what is right and just, so
that the Lord will bring about for Abraham
what He has promised him.” (Gen. 18:17-9)

Abraham was chosen in order to be a
father. Indeed Abraham’s original name,
Av ram, means “mighty father”, and his
enlarged name, Avraham, means “father of
many nations”.

No sooner do we notice this than we recall
that the first person in history to be given
a proper name was Chava, Eve, because,
said Adam, “she is the mother of all life.”
(Gen. 3:20) Note that motherhood is drawn
attention to in the Torah long before father-
hood (twenty generations to be precise, ten
from Adam to Noah, and ten from Noah to
Abraham). The reason is that motherhood
is a biological phenomenon. It is common
to almost all forms of advanced life. Father-
hood is a cultural phenomenon. There is
little in biology that supports pair-bonding,
monogamy, and faithfulness in marriage,
and less still that connects males with their
offspring. That is why fatherhood always
needs reinforcement from the moral code
operative in a society. Absent that, and fam-
ilies fragment very fast indeed, with the
burden being overwhelmingly borne by the



abandoned mother.

This emphasis on parenthood — mother-
hood in the case of Eve, fatherhood in that
of Abraham —is absolutely central to Jewish
spirituality, because what Abrahamic mono-
theism brought into the world was not just
a mathematical reduction of the number of
gods from many to one. The God of Israel is
not primarily the God of the scientists who
set the universe into motion with the Big
Bang. It is not the God of the philosophers,
whose necessary being undergirds our
contingency. Nor is it even the God of the
mystics, the Ein Sof, the Infinity that frames
our finitude. The God of Israel is the God
who loves us and cares for us as a parent
loves for, and cares for, a child.

Sometimes God is described as our father:
“Have we not all one Father? Has not one
God created us?” (Malachi 2:10). Sometimes,
especially in the late chapters of the book of
Isaiah, God is described as a mother: “Like
one whom his mother comforts, so shall I
comfort you” (Is. 66:13). “Can a woman
forget her nursing child and have no com-
passion on the son of her womb? Even
these may forget, but I will not forget you”
(Is. 49:15). The primary attribute of God,
especially whenever the four-letter name
Hashem is used, is compassion, the Hebrew
word for which, rachamim, comes from the
word rechem, meaning “a womb”.

Thus our relationship with God is deeply
connected to our relationship with our
parents, and our understanding of God is
deepened if we have had the blessing of
children (Ilove the remark of a young Amer-
ican Jewish mother: “Now that I've become
a parent I find that I can relate to God much
better: now I know what it’s like creating

5l ey
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something you can’t control”).

All of which makes the story of Abraham
very hard to understand for two reasons.
The first is that Abraham was the son told by
God to leave his father:

“Leave your land, your birthplace and
your father’s house.” (Gen. 12:1)

The second is that Abraham was the father
told by God to sacrifice his son:

“Then God said: Take your son, your only
son, whom you love—Isaac—and go to the
land of Moriah, and there sacrifice him as a
burnt offering on the mountain I will show
you.” (Gen. 22:2)

How can this make sense? It is hard
enough to understand God commanding
these things of anyone. How much more so
given that God chose Abraham specifically
to become a role model of the parent-child,
father-son relationship.

The Torah is teaching us something fun-
damental and counterintuitive. There has
to be separation before there can be con-
nection. We have to have the space to be
ourselves if we are to be good children to
our parents, and we have to allow our chil-
dren the space to be themselves if we are

JNIY’ OU
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to be good parents.

I argued last week that Abraham was in
fact continuing a journey his father Terach
had already begun. However, it takes a cer-
tain maturity on our part before we realise
this, since our first reading of the narrative
seems to suggest that Abraham was about
to set out on a journey that was completely
new. Abraham, in the famous midrashic
tradition, was the iconoclast who took a
hammer to his father’s idols. Only later in
life do we fully appreciate that, despite our
adolescent rebellions, there is more of our
parents in us than we thought when we
were young. But before we can appreciate
this, there has to be an act of separation.

Likewise in the case of the Binding of
Isaac. I have long argued that the point of the
story is not that Abraham loved God enough
to sacrifice his son, but rather that God was
teaching Abraham that we do not own our
children, however much we love them. The
first human child was called Cain because
his mother Eve said, “With the help of God
I have acquired [kaniti] a man” (Gen. 4:1).
When parents think they own their child,
the result is often tragic.

First separate, then join. First individuate,
then relate. That is one of the fundamentals
of Jewish spirituality. We are not God. God
is not us. It is the clarity of the boundaries
between heaven and earth that allows us to
have a healthy relationship with God. It is
true that Jewish mysticism speaks about bit-
tul ha-yesh, the complete nullification of the
selfin the all-embracing infinite light of God,
but that is not the normative mainstream of
Jewish spirituality. What is so striking about
the heroes and heroines of the Hebrew Bible
is that when they speak to God, they remain



themselves. God does not overwhelm us.
That is the principle the kabbalists called
tzimtzum, God’s self-limitation. God makes
space for us to be ourselves.

Abraham had to separate himself from his
father before he, and we, could understand
how much he owed his father. He had to
separate from his son so that Isaac could be
Isaac and not simply a clone of Abraham.
Rabbi Menahem Mendel, the Rebbe of
Kotzk, put this inimitably. He said:

“IfI am I because I am I, and you are you
because you are you, then Iam I and you are
you. But if I am I because you are you, and
you are you because I am [, then I am not I
and you are not you!”

God loves us as a parent loves a child —
but a parent who truly loves their child
makes space for the child to develop their
own identity. It is the space we create for
one another that allows love to be like sun-
light to a flower, not like a tree to the plants
that grow beneath. The role of love, human
and Divine, is, in the lovely phrase of Irish
poet John O’Donochue, “to bless the space
between us”. m

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks
zt”| are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion” series on the weekly Torah teaching.
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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« Coverage for medical expenses using travel insurance abroad and Covid-19 rider
« A unique insurance card that pays for medical expenses abroad
* No deductible

For more details:
Tel: 02-6219684 | Cell: 054-4258671 | E-mail: normanz@shaham-orlan.co.il

Through PassportCard Israel General Insurance Agency (2014) Ltd. The insuring company -
David Shield Insurance Company Ltd. Subject to policy terms and conditions, exclusions and
restrictions, and medical underwriting. No deductibles for medical services abroad using the
card, and subject to card use limitations, withdrawal fees and specific limitations of various ATMs.
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PROBING

he haftarah selection for this week’s

parasha is based upon the stories of

Elisha and two righteous women
whose sufferings (poverty/barrenness) were
relieved through the miraculous deeds of the
navi. There is, however, a difference in tradi-
tions between the Ashkenazi and Sepharadi
minhagim as to how much of the stories are
read.

According to Sepharadi custom, the first 23
psukim of the 4™ perek are chanted, which
include the first story (of the impoverished
widow) and the first half of the second story
(of the wealthy Shunamite).. The Ashke-
nazim read 38 p’sukim from the chapter that
include Elisha’s resuscitation of the young
lad, the end of that story.

Although we might wonder why the Sepha-
radi Chachamim would leave their readers
“hanging” in the middle of the dramatic
story, their approach is quite logical. They
limit the reading to but 23 verses, following
the tradition suggested by Chazal to keep
the haftarah at a length of about 21 p’sukim,
whenever possible, three verses for each
Torah aliya (on Shabbat). Seemingly, Sepha-
radi custom focuses upon the fact that, as He
did with Avraham, Hashem rewards the righ-
teous. The widow, whose husband risked his
life to save the lives of one hundred nevi’im,
finds repayment for that sacrifice by the navi
whose miracle saved her and her sons. Simi-
larly, the barren Shunamite, who generously
provided shelter and nourishment for the

24  TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Center

THE PROPHETS

Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

itinerant prophet, is rewarded with a son by
the miracle prophesied by Elisha. Both sto-
ries connect closely to that of Avraham and
Sarah, whose righteousness was rewarded
being granted both wealth and a miracle
birth of their son.

Ashkenazi scholars chose to complete the
second narrative for more reason than pro-
viding a satisfying ending. The final section
includes the recovery of the Shunamite’s
son from death, an event reminiscent of
Yitzchak’s “survival” from near-death at the
Akeida.

The Rav, however, points to a salient les-
son that we should learn from the events
found in the final section of the haftarah. In
wondering why the Mishna (Sanhedrin 10;
2) includes Elisha’s attendant, Geichazi, as
among the most wicked who had forfeited
any share in Olam Habah, the Rav focuses
upon the clear contrast between the saintly
navi and his apprentice. Elisha, a prophet
who used his gifts to help the downtrodden
and the suffering, did so in the most modest
and private way. He tells the impoverished
widow to close the door of her house before
the miraculous oil would fill the empty jars;
he reveals the promise of a son to the bar-
ren Shunamite woman only in private, at the

Secluded Vacation
Retreat t




entrance to her house.

And, as the story proceeds, we learn of
how Elisha’s revival of the young son was
performed only in his upper chamber, with-
out even the presence of the mother. He also
instructed Geichazi: to hurry to the stricken
child and greet no one nor respond to any-
one. No one should know where or why he
was going —it would be a secret; it would be a
private miracle, performed in the most mod-
est way. But Geichazi failed in his mission, as
the child remained lifeless, despite the atten-
dant’s placement of Elisha’s staff on the boy,
as he had been charged to do.

The Chachmei Kaballa contend that
Geichazi did indeed inform others of what
would occur. Upon his return to summon
Elisha (following his inability to revive the
son), Geichazi told everyone what miracle he
was about to perform, so that, when Elisha

-~

Boaz Street, Baka

A unique Garden apartment in
an authentic Arab style house.
4 rooms, 92 sqm, a balcony
and a garden in private use.
Private entrance, great and
quiet location.

Rl

HOMES - 16 KING DAVID STREET
IFTAH & YOAV BEN DAYAN

s o

arrived back to Shunam, he found the house
surrounded by curious onlookers who were
told of the impending miracle. It was clear
that the miracle was not wrought by the staff
—but by the righteous person!

Geichazi’s failure to learn from Elisha,
despite the many years he served in the
presence of such holiness, was what our
Tanna’im saw to be inexcusable. To tend to a
man whose life was dedicated to quietly giv-
ing to others and yet to use G-d’s gifts as a tool
for self-aggrandizement, reflected a complete
lack of sensitively to the holiness of the navi
who was the very personification of sanctity.
His inability to see that was unforgivable.

Hashem grants each of us divine gift to
better the lives of others. Indeed, this was the
story of Avraham as well. Learning to do so
will bring us closer to true holiness.

And that, my friends, is our challenge.®m

beautifully designed 4 room

apartment at Zion Towers. Arnona.

93 sgm on 5th floor with Shabbat

elevator. Spacious balcony facing

1 the park. Parking & storage room.
Tova Shapira: 050-580-3467

Tova Shapira: 050-580-3467

il

Bianchini Street Beautiful 3 room apartment
in a new modern residence in the heart of the
city. 75 sgm plus two balconies and a private
parking. Short walk to Mamilla, Ben Yehuda
street and a comfortable distance to the Kotel.
Tova Shapira: 050-580-3467

Wonderful 5 room Penthouse Duplex in
the sought-after Caspi street, minutes
. walk to Baka and a comfortable walk to
the Kotel. 200 sgm plus 2 Sukkah
balconies and a 80 sgm roof terrace

- facing Har HaBait. Private elevator,
private parking and a storage room.
Lidor Harush: 054-535-7104
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RABBI SHALOM

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org

Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh
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That I will surely bless you, and I will
greatly multiply your seed as the stars of the
heavens and as the sand that is on the sea-
shore, and your descendants will inherit the
cities of their enemies. (Bereshit 22:17).

Following the Akeda, Avraham receives
a blessing from Hashem that his offspring
will be plentiful like the stars in the heav-
ens and as the sand on the seashore. There
are so many possible examples that can be
utilized to symbolize abundance, why were
these two chosen? In fact, later in Bereshit
(28:14) , there is a reference to dirt (“vahaya
zaracha K’afar Haaretz”).

In Shalom Rav (Parshat Vayetzeh), we cited
anideaby RabbiLewin in Haderash VeHaiyun
that explained the symbolism of these three
items (stars, sand and dirt). Let us now explore
the interpretation of the Kli Yakar on Vayera,
which offers an alternative and meaningful
explanation. These three items symbolize
three different eras in Jewish history.

Stars: There will be times when the nation
will be strong and shine like the stars in the
heavens. In Devarim (1:10) on the pasuk
117 o'pwn 12120 o1 023 — Rashi interprets
this as “lashon gedula” (greatness). There
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will be periods when the nation will be pow-
erful and live in peace and prosperity.

Sand: There will be times when other
nations will seek to annihilate us but will not
be successful. Like the sand, which serves to
break the waves as they near the land, so too,
God will not allow the other nations to over-
come us. Perhaps that is why the end of the
pasuk adjacent to the depiction of the sand
is stated that we will overcome our enemies
TN WW N W

In addition, Prior to Yaakov’s encounter
with Esav, Yaakov states: 1'0™ 101 AN AN
10PN WN T NI TN AW 1B (And
You said, Twill surely do good with you, and
I will make your seed [as numerous] as the
sand of the sea, which cannot be counted
because of multitude.” Bereshit 32:13). Yaa-
kov specifically refers to God’s promise to
make the Jewish nation as numerous as the
sand, since this is the item that relates to
protection from our enemies. As Yaakov is
about to face Esav, he highlights this facet to
promote protection from the enemy!

Dirt: There are unfortunately times when
our enemy will trample upon us, as if we
are dirt. From this we will rise as well and
spread throughout the four corners of the
earth, as is stated: AN 191y INT 19U QAN

T



N2 n3o¥1 T (And your offspring shall be
as the dust of the earth, and you shall gain
strength westward and eastward and north-
ward and southward — Bereshit 28:14).

The Torah utilizes three different items to
indicate that Bnei Yisrael will be numerous.
As suggested above, perhaps each symbol-
izes a different phase in history. Times
when we are strong (stars), periods when we
experience hostility but overcome our ene-
mies (sand) and times where we are stepped
upon, but ultimately rise and spread across
the earth (dirt). We have witnessed each of curnshOuarter
these intervals throughout history. May the T ! i r‘::: H?;Lmdga?tvhlt
bracha to Avraham, Yitzhak and Yaakov that of 3 kiad)
their offspring be numerous continue to be

ISRAEL'S REAL ESTATE
MATCHMAKER

Old City, Jerusalem

Own a Piece of History

17,500,000NIS
fulfilled and may we be worthy of gaining
stardom- through our ethical and moral
behavior - shining and serving as a light
unto the nations.

1T ™21V TN
Madar Law Office

ENGLISH SPEAKING LAW FIRM

Orit Madar, Adv.
Family Law and Mediation
Divorce, Child support, Custody
Inheritance & Wills

Yariv Madar, Adv.
Bodily Injuries, Medical Malpractice
Civil Litigation

10 Hillel St., Jerusalem | 36 Dam hamkabim st., Modiin
02-6255592, 050-3202909
Madar@netvision.net.il

NEW PROJECTS - Great Prices

*072 54.441.5704©

KimBashRealEstate.com @ ¥
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Angel Realty W
www.angelrealty.co.il

For Sale in The Village, Zayit, Eftat
Stunning 210m 8 room cottage,
located next to Rav Shlomo Katz'
Shul. 2 private parking spots,
central A/C, garden and more
4,800,000 NIS

For Sale in Dagan, Efrat

Stunning 8 room cottage, middle
unit. 3 floors, 230m. 5,250,000 nis
For Sale in Gefen, Efrat

Beautiful 5 room duplex garden
2,850,000 NIS

For Sale in Dekel, Efrat

4 room apt.

2,150,000 NIS

Contact Gabi for more info
0524588716
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Perfect Place

Avraham Avinu has reached his tenth and
final test from Hashem; he is told to sacrifice
his only, beloved son, Yitzchak. They travel
for three days to the land of Moriah follow-
ing Hashem’s instruction. “Bayom hashelishi
vayisa Avraham et einav vayar et hamakom
mei-rachok-on the third day, Avraham lifted
his eyes, and he saw the place from afar.”
(Bereisheet 22;4). We know that every phrase
in the Torah is replete with lessons and deep
insights. The beauty of Torah is that the same
phrase can be understood on numerouslevels,
even in ways that are diametrically opposite
from each other. What broader significance
is encapsulated in the additional detail that
Avraham saw the mountain “from afar”?

Rav Elyah Lopian understands this as
expressing the passion that Avraham felt
toward Hashem and the opportunity to per-
form the Akeidah. Seeing the mountain from
“afar” indicates his longing to reach the moun-
tain, his desired destination. Just as two friends
who plan to meet after an extended absence
can’t wait to see each other, Avraham yearned
to be at the place where he could fulfill Hash-
em’s Will most fully. Indeed, as Rav Kook
notes, Avraham Avinu maintained a state of
simchah throughout the experience, since
one can only receive prophecy in this state.
Emphasizing that he saw the mountain from
afar gives us a glimpse into the inner world of
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¥°| REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES

Faculty, OU Israel Center

Avraham Avinu, his longing, excitement and
deep aspiration to connect to Hashem.

“Hamakom,” says the Slonimer Rebbe
in Netivot Shalom, is Hashem’s name. The
challenge of this nisayon was in Avraham
experiencing Hashem as being far, it seems
that Hashem removed the feeling of inti-
mate connection, testing Avraham to forge
ahead without it. Avraham Avinu felt the
loss acutely and tried to restore the feeling.
Remembering how Hashem reappeared to
him after Lot departed, Avraham separated
himself from the lads that accompanied
him since was concerned that it was their
presence that hindered his ability to feel
Hashem’s Presence. Yet the feeling of close-
ness eluded him, it was “far,” and only
reappeared at the conclusion of the Akeidah
when the angel came to stop him.

Most fascinating, the Netivot Shalom quotes
the Targum Yerushalmi who explains the
name that Avraham Avinu gave to the place,
“Hashem Yira-eh” as “sees, butis not seen.” In
retrospect, Avraham Avinu understood that
in the intense moments during one’s life when
one feels so alone, Hashem is indeed present,
it is just our vision that obfuscates this real-
ity. The Ba’al Shem Tov Hakadosh explains
the passuk, “and I will surely hide My face
on that day” (Devarim 31,18), that Hashem is
found within the hiddenness. Our challenge
isto remember that although Hashem feels so
far during dark times, it is then that Hashem
is actually the closest to us.m
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Choose from 2-3-4-5 bedroom apartments, featuring Garden units & Penthouses,
in the new boutique project on Katamon’s prestigous Antignous Street

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS

J L . Phone *2302 // 050 816 1612

COHEN SHMUEL

GROUP

officecohens@gmail.com
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Real Life Rescues i %F

The Family That Wouldn’t Leave . 1221

On Tuesday Erev Yom Kippur, United Hatzalah’s Psychotrauma and Crisis Response Unit’s (PCRU)
delegation was in the middle of providing psychological and emotional stabilization for victims of
Hurricane lan in the western side of the Florida panhandle. Dr. Einat Kauffman, a member of the
team was together with other responders from the unit stationed in Fort Myers Beach and we were
called over by a group of firefighters who were having difficulty with one particular family. This
family, a couple, and their four children were the only residents  w ;==
left inside a condo building that had been evacuated due to the
storm. The family lived on the second floor of the building in
an apartment. The entire area had been evacuated due to the
flood and the building was deemed unfit for human occupancy.
Firefighters and rescuers who had come to search for survivors
found the family inside their apartment, but they refused to
leave. The family told the firefighters that they hadn’t left their
apartment in more than two years due to fear resulting from
the Covid-19 pandemic. They were obstinate that they weren’t
going to leave now.

Dr. Kauffman recounted the meeting. “I approached them and spoke to them. | alleviated their
fears about the pandemic as best | could and explained to them that it was unsafe for them to stay
in their home and that it was a far more serious and immediate threat to their well-being. They said
they understood but that they were unwilling to leave due to the possibility of contracting the virus.
| helped them weigh the risks of each issue and its worst-case scenario, contracting the disease in
its current form, which for most is not lethal, or staying in an apartment in a building that has been
declared unsafe and the possibility of collapse. | told them that members of our very own team had
responded to the Surfside collapse and explained to them a bit about what happens when a building
collapses. | spoke to the wife and mother and she understood me and | understood her, and | tried
to allay her fears. She said she would discuss the issue with her husband and children and decide
later. | moved on to go and help others as the family deliberated. A few hours later, the firefighters
who were at the scene and who had requested our help sent me a photo of the family after they had
exited the building. The firefighters further told me that the family was going to be taken to one of
the nearby shelters. | was proud that | was able to help this family make the right choice and | hope
that they live a long and happy life together.”

This is just one of the hundreds of families and individuals that the PCRU assisted during its relief
mission to Florida in the aftermath of Hurricane lan. Einat
concluded by saying, “Over the course of the mission we were
able to reach many evacuees who had lost everything and help
them find a glimmer of hope amid the desolation. This hope
opened the doors in their minds that will hopefully allow them
to begin the process of healing. Based on the Unit’s combined
experiences, we were able to help hundreds of evacuees cope
with their loss and find a way to move on. The important part
that we had to constantly keep in our minds was that in the case
of these evacuees, every story of loss is also a story of survival.”
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THE FREEDOM OF MOBILITY EVEN ON SHABBAT

Get to shul easily on Shabbat? Load the scooter into the car's trunk and drive to
the children for Shabbat? Fly to a fun vacation abroad? With a SHABBATTO mobility
scooter, anything is possible! It features an integral “mehudar” mechanism, and
therefore doesn't require tricky and costly installation, as in other scooters.

Splits into 2 lightweight parts, Wheels like a trolley and Spacious legroom and
for easy lifting. is approved for air travel. high ground clearance.

movinglife fymeriameionmd  og7.9305650

life changing solutions movinglife.co.il/torah
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SUN,NOV 13

9:15 AM

Journey Through the Siddur

Rabbi David Walk

10:20AM

Mishnah with Rambam’s
commentary Rabbi Dr.
Aaron Adler

11:30 AM
Shivat Tzion in Tanach:

Daniel, Ezra, Nechemia
Rabbi Yitzchak
Breitowitz

2:00 PM

Men'’s Talmud-Mesechta
— Bava Basra Rabbi Jeff
Bienenfeld

7:30 PM

Hashkafa & Gemara in
Depth (The Bais) with
Rabbi Azarya Berzon

8:30 PM

Gemara B'lyun (The Bais)
with Rabbi Azarya
Berzon

ouiirdel.bre\ients

TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

MON, NOV 14

9:15 AM

Divre Hayamim
Rebbetzin Pearl Borow
(LAyla)

10:30 AM NEW!

The Thought of Rav Kook on
Eretz Yisrael: A study of the
sefer Eretz Chefetz

Rabbi Aaron
Goldscheider

11:45 AM

Halacha and Agada in
Contemporary Society
Rabbi Shmuel
Herschler

8:30 PM

Semichat Chaver Program
Rabbi Elyada
Goldwicht (The Bais)

TUE, NOV 15

9:15AM
Rebbetzin Smiles
Torah Tapestries (L'Ayla)

9:30AM

Minchat Chinuch-Meaning in
Mitzvot

Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz

10:30AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Shmuel Goldin

12:15PM

Jewish National Revival:
The Infant State Matures
Dr. Deborah Polster

2:00 PM
Men’s Talmud-Mesechta —

Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff Bienenfeld

7:30PM

Men’s Safrus course with
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner (The
Bais)

8:00PM
Sefer Shmuel Rabbi
Mordechai Machlis




WED, NOV 16 |

9:00 AM
Medina and Halacha
Rabbi Shimshon Nadel

10:15 AM
Contemporary Issues in
Halacha and Hashkafa
Rabbi Anthony
Manning

(Resumes Nov 23)
Rabbi Avi Herzog
Subbing instead of
Rabbi Manning

11:30 AM
Great Jewish Thinkers
Rabbi Alan Kimche

12:30 PM- Trailblazing
the Text of Tanach-
Lunch and Learn
Rabbi Neil Winkler

8:30PM

Halachic Controversies
Rabbi Aschi Dick
(The Bais)

THURS, NOV 17

9:00 AM
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Ari Kahn

10:15 am
Parshat HaShavua
Rabbi Baruch
Taub

11:30 AM
Unlocking the
Messages

of Chazal
Rabbi Shai
Finkelstein

2:00 PM
Men’s Talmud-

Mesechta — Bava Basra
Rabbi Jeff
Bienenfeld

*IAYLA CLASSES
ARE FOR WOMEN
ONLY

VIRTUAL SCHEDULE
(Zoom Only Classes):

https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/88363420460

Password: OU Israel

Rabbi Taub
Parsha, 7:00PM Mon
Halacha, 7:00PM Wed

Rebbetzin Shatz
(LAyla)-Insights of
Chazal- Tues, 5:00PM

Rabbi Goldwicht
Parshat HaShavua
Wed. 8:30PM
https://us02web.zoom.

us/j/2244321902
Password 18

THE BAIS CLASSES

AND PROGRAMS ARE

FOR MEN ONLY

OU ISRAEL CENTER
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0U Israel and the Jerusalem Municipalit

JERUSALEM AS YOU NEVER SAW HER BEFORE

with Tour Guide Eitan Morell

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 13, 10:00AM-5:00PM 60NIS

Join “Kesher” Senior Singles (OU Kashrut approved)

For a special Bus Tour In honor register at:

of Chodesh Aliya https://www.ouisrael.org/events/
Visit the high points and views of our kesher-jim-bus-tour/

tasting at one of our fine wineries Bus will be leaving from the OU Center

22 KEREN HAYESOD, YERUSHALAYIM | 02-560-9100 | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG

The Bais in Memory of Mrs. Charlotte Brachfeld and OU Israel _Present:

WRITE A MEGILA @

INWTOU

A Course in Practical Writing and Halacha for Men with Tre 45
Rabbi Tzvi Mauner, Sofer Stam

18 Weeklly Sessions Beginning Tuesday November 15
from 7:30-9:30 pm on-site at OU Israel Center
PRICE:650 nis(Includes starter supplies for writing)

87

DetaiIs:_MaunérSofer@gmaiI.com
Register at: ouisrael/events/stam2022A

OU ISRAEL CENTER 22 Keren HaYesod St., Jerusalem | 02-560-9100
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OU Israel ATID invites young Olot on a

TRIP TO CHEVRON!

In honor of Parshat Chayei Sara, join

Rabbi Simcha Hochbaum as we tour X0 OU
Tel Rumeida, Avrahaham Avinu Shul,

Kever Yishai and Rut, and Maarat S
HaMachpeila. Ko™
Bus leaving from the OU Israel center o
at 5pm and returning by 11pm.

Register at m

www.ouisrael.org/events/ATID-Chevron

Wil b

Calling all new Olim families!

Join the first event of our Hebrew-on-the-Go series
as we travel around Israel and learn some Hebrew!

-_
.i' 3’ 6““/&*‘;&* 117{ il ﬂfﬁbg)lé(’m( Zao/ 0
. U

+ Learn the Hebrew names of animals in a fun & interactive way
+ Meet and connect with other new Olim families
+ Take the Hebrew animal quiz challenge

+ Pizza dinner!

Limited space available! Pre-registration required:
www.ouisrael.org/events/hebrewz002022 E—ﬁ’a—\éﬁ‘ﬁﬁ

. Subsidized price: 25nis per person

OU ISRAEL CENTER | WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG | 02-560-9100
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SAVE THE DATE (V)

ROSH CHODESH KISLEV WOMEN'S LEARNING SEMINAR ¥

| NUrsad

In loving memory of
Mrs. Linda Pruwer-Brachfeld a”h
99N qDY 9 N2 RYRD 7°N NN

Cost: \ _ Brunchwill \_ Babysittingavailable | Please note that this is
40nis Q be served g upon request Q an on-site event

* The Women's Performance Community of Jerusalem & OU Israel prés'.'ent :

STARS OVERJERUSALEM

~ Anevening of talent and tales

Threei mspmng performlng artists, all Olot, will each light up the night with *
their talents, and give us a glimpse into “the heart behind their art.”

wou -

of the recent pit
Mmusical” "Whisper
Freedom: The Soviet

Tamar Rabino\ !

sm&q{ act
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v CALLING ALL
STAY AT HOME MOMS!

Bring your babies/toddlers for a special program.
Geared towards babies 6 months to two years

Tuesday Mornings

9:15 Torah Tapestries Parsha Class with Mrs. Shira Smiles
Free babysitting

\ 10:30 Mommy & Me: Sensory Edition with Shefra Yakhin
Bond with your baby and meet other moms in a fun sensory
filled environment!

OU ISRAEL CENTER

Cost: 40 NIS
Register at: www.ouisrael.org/events/mommy-me/

For more information contact Shefra at 058-781-8370

SHIUR SPONSORS

Tuesday, November 8 - Rabbi Breitowitz's shiur was sponsored
in loving memory of Lionel Friedman z”1, whose 12th yahrzeit
was 15 Marcheshvan by his son Jonathan Friedman
Tuesday, November 8th - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles’ shiur
is sponsored l'ilui nishmat Gaela bat Menachim Hacohen a”h
Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus
in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus
9"T 01P0 WD 122701 'R0 901 11 77
and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
7"T DINOW T1T 12 7N T1 072N 13 TN
Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts
Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a"h
Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic
year'7"1 107 12 1211 1"V N33 N3 13721 NDWI M99
Rabbi Kimche's shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year
"1 NYW 12 110 oW1 1"V OaN 12 00 Anwi 177
Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation
Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of
Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

| WWW.OUISRAEL.ORG
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PRI HADASH

WOMEN’S WRITING WORKSHOP
AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30

For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359 |,
o7 Judy 054-569-0410 $ A

¥®

DOROT - The ©U Wownen's
Intergenemtiona[ Choir

Monday Evenings 7:00 - Go0pm

OU ISRAEL CENTER 37
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The Greatest
Avodah

Rav Yisroel Belsky, zt’l, Rosh Yeshivah of
Torah VoDaas, was an exceptional Torah
personality and one of the great poskim of
our generation. A gadol with multifaceted
expertise, he was a shochet, a sofer, a musi-
cian, and a mohel, and had vast knowledge
and interests ranging from physics and
chemistry, to engineering, astronomy, and
botany. Most importantly, perhaps, Rav
Belsky’s intellectual bandwidth, abilities
and greatness in Torah was matched by his
love of life and concern for people.

While in the hospital during his final ill-
ness, the Rav suffered deeply and slipped
in and out of consciousness. In order to
assuage his discomfort, the attending nurse
suggested that the Rav be given some pro-
tein to eat to provide him with strength and
sustenance. Rav Belsky’s daughter placed a

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943

Great Investment! 2 rooms in new
building under construction in a
great location - only 1.69m NIS.

3 & 4 rooms also available

3 rooms in Arnona, 75m, storage
room & elevator. In the process of
urban renewal to become a 4-room
apartment. Only 2.6m NIS
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RABBI JUDAH

Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC

/ / / Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)
// 7

plate of homemade scrambled eggs before
him and pressed her father to taste some-
thing. With his eyes still closed, slightly
disoriented, he whispered, “What about
the poor people? Do they have what to eat?”

His daughter assured him that every-
thing was fine, the poor were being fed as
well.

“But is it the same quality as what I am
being served? It has to be the same quality.”

Only after his daughter was able to con-
vince the Rav that the poor were being
served the same quality food did Rav
Belsky partake of his lunch.

Rav Belsky’s son, Rabbi Elimelech Belsky
offered his perspective. When we recite
a berachah on food or drink, we may not
speak before partaking of it. However, we
may speak if it is relevant to the eating or
drinking. For example, one may request
salt in which to dip their bread — even
after having recited HaMotzi. The Rambam
rules that one may also speak to ensure
that someone in need is given food, for
how dare we begin to eat if someone else’s
needs have not been met?

Our sedra introduces us to the original
Jewish home, the open tent of Avraham
Avinu and Sarah Imeinu. Torah describes
with great detail the way our grandparents
modeled service of others:
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Then Araham ran to the herd, took a
calf, tender and choice, and gave it to a ser-
vant who hastened to prepare it... He took
cream and milk and the calf that had been
prepared and placed these before them;
and he was standing over them under the
tree, and they ate. (18:7-8)

We ought to study carefully the extent to
which Avraham and Sarah exerted them-
selves to provide for the needs of weary
travelers, feeding them the finest delica-
cies and doting over their every need. From
fresh cream to the most choice cut of meat,
they showered their guests with extreme
honor, generosity and alacrity. This epi-
sode of visiting angels who appeared as
vagabond travelers is particularly instruc-
tive, as it began to unfold as Avraham was
deeply immersed in meditative prayer.
The Gemara (Shabbos, 137a) explains: 17111
1w 99 NYapnn NN noion, “Hachnasas
or’chim, receiving guests, is greater than
receiving a revelation of the Shechinah!”

Rebbe Moshe Chaim Ephraim, grandson
of the Baal Shem Tov and author of the
Degel Machaneh Ephraim, zy’a, expands on
the holy service of Hachnasas or’chim even
further. omYy o xm, “And he, Avraham,
stood ‘above them™ — this means being in

RCASHPIGOLD
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; We buy your Gold & S|Iver

Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals g

972-54-219-2428  Follows

mail: absaffran@gmail.com On Facebook

I pay cash! | will meet you where you want! Customer service!

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!

NEW LISTING! Luxurious
garden apartmenton a
small lane of

Old Katamon - 340m
built on 2 levels, 8 rooms,
separate unit with separate
entrance, high ceilings,

full of charm, very quiet
and bright, 130m private
garden, top of the line
finishes, close to the park-
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

NEW LISTING! Beautiful
new penthouse in
Greek Colony- 190m
with 80m terraces, succah,
beautiful views,

5 rooms, elevator, parking,
renovated at very high
standard, spacious living
areas and huge kosher
kitchen

MAYA - 054-6650184

For Serious clients only!
In the Orient Hotel
unique 280m apartment on
one level with large succah
terrace, top standard, all
furnished,

7 rooms, all facilities of the
hotel, pool, spa

DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in
Baka - Shimshon St. 300m
with additional building
rights, huge private garden,
divided as 3 units so can be
private house of

3 separated apartments,
very attractive price
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

On the exquisite
Elcharizi St.,Rechavia
new project, 280m
penthouse, 100m
terraces, finishes and
layout according

to buyer requests!
DEBORAH-054-4804767

Ben Maimon St.
Duplex

new apartment,

5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite,
4 terraces, private
parking, Shabbat
elevator, all renovated,
3 exposures, very sunny!
DEBORAH-054-4804767

In a small lane of

the German Colony -
Garden apartment with
private entrance, 250m
with private garden,
parking, high ceilings, in
an Authentic beautiful

3 apartment building
MAYA - 054-6650184

On a small lane of
Baka, beautiful 190m
penthouse, 6 rooms,
30m terrace to greenery
views, parking,

Shabbat elevator, small
MAYA - 054-6650184

Talbieh - on the
exquisite Balfour St,
300m apartment on
one level completely
renovated at top
standard, succah
terrace, parking
DEBORAH-054-4804767

T&T INVESTMENTS
02-6744000

0544-804767

T&T Investments

King David St. 26

www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il
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service of others propels us to a spiritual
level that is “above” that of the angels.
Sefer haYom Yom is a collection of daily
aphorisms and sources compiled by the
Lubavitcher Rebbe in 1944, helping us to
follow the Alter Rebbe’s instruction to ‘Live
with (the spiritual qualities of) each day.’
In the selection for the 28th of the month
of Sivan, the following story is recounted.
The Tzemach Tzedek, the third Rebbe of
Chabad, was on the way to shul on market
day, when someone asked him for a loan.
The Rebbe asked him to come back after
the davening, and continued on to shul.
In shul he suddenly realized that the poor
fellow needed this loan now, so he quickly
returned home, got some money, sought
out the fellow with great difficulty, gave
him the money and then went on to daven.
That night, the Rebbe’s grandfather, the
Ba’al haTanya, appeared in a vision to the
Tzemach Tzedek, beaming, and lauded him
for his thoughtfulness. The Alter Rebbe had
not appeared to him for quite some time
before this incident; it was clear that the
favor he had performed merited the dream
appearance of his holy grandfather, the
Alter Rebbe.
Following this episode, the Tzemach

Tzedek related:
By helping someone in his livelihood,
even to earn just a few kopeks....
197 0'MAN9 OIY7U7 1737 VW 73 1IN
all the gates to the Heavenly Chambers
are open for him.
,O131"7un M7217 7T AN AYTY.000MY
(In general,) one should know the route
to the Heavenly Chambers,
but it is actually not that crucial, since...
PP WT T INT OU
PRDWYI N VAN, 7901 X U0 0%W 1373 195950
MTIUNINU UTRN TR
the main thing is to help another whole-
heartedly, with feeling & sensitivity,
and to take pleasure in the sweetness of
doing a kindness to another.

had often heard people in a synagogue
calling out to strangers passing by, “Kedu-
sha! Kedusha! Come join the minyan!” But
he had never heard people sitting down to
a meal call out to a stranger passing by,”A
seudah! A meal! Come and join us!”

May the example of Avraham and Sarah
inspire us in the service of others, and may
this holy avodah propel us to the highest
levels and Heavenly Chambers... together! m

OTHER OPTIONS AVAILABLE | RAMAT BEIT SHEMESH | JERUSALEM | ASHDOD | ASHKELON | TZFAT | RAANANA | TIBERIAS

MISHKAFAYIM 4 ROOM APARTMENT NEVE SHAMIR 5 Rooms PENTHOUSE

4 Rooms 3 Bedrooms Large Balcony
Stunning Views , Redone Beautifully
offers from 2,8 Million NIS

rooms endless views Large Balcony
Storage and Parking offers from
3,550,000 NIS

BEIT SHEMESH - SHAAR HAIR SALE PROJECT
b .

v —

New High Level Proj
Unique Large Apartments new area in
close to all various options available

al for corporate boutique
Offices 7 Rooms large spacious and
much more from 4 NIS

Ready 6 Months Stunning Penthouse 5 New in Ramat Beit Shemesh Aleph- 3

RETIRMENT VILLAGE -HARMONY
- - GUIDING YOU EVERY

STEP OF THE WAY
HELPING YOU SECURE
YOUR FUTURE IN ISRAEL
WITH PROPERTY
OWNERSHIP AND
INVESTMENT

rooms 2 Beds, large Balcony with all
the amenities renovate to high
standard offers from 1 Million US $

NEVE SHAMIR NEW PROJECT

IS RAEL

——== PROPERTIES m=—

A
e
3 rooms with options, 4 rooms ,
Penthouses and more in this highly
sought after new area walk to
Mishkafayim Mem 3 and Aleph

BY STAMELMAN & PARTNERS

REALTORS: Toviyah +972 50 446 9515, Lara +972 58 661 1968, Yehudah +972 52 564 0130, Daniel +972 53 444 0928, Debbie +972 58 322 9858

www.israel-properties.com | Tel/WhatsApp IL +972 50 446 9515 | Office +972 2568 6578 | toviyah@israel-properties.com
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GOOD DEAL!!! In New Talpiot -
Spacious 2 rooms, 50m, recent, Shabbat
elevator, terrace, calm, store-room, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111

VERY GOOD INVESTMENT! In Bustan
Baka - In a very beautiful boutique
building - spacious 2 rooms, ground
floor (0 steps), elevator, balcony, parking

TALBIEH - Building with high ceilings -

4 spacious rooms, 108m + terrace

(approx. 30m), elevator, to renovate
MICHAEL 052- 3202488

In the heart of BAKA, in an Arab house
and a pastoral street, garden apartment
4.5 rooms, spacious, lots of storage
space, partially furnished, garden, 60m

\

MICHAEL 052-3202488

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
VISIT OVR NEW WEBSITE
www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
» EXCITING PROJECTS, BUILDINGS:
Presales, Under Construction, Ready to Move In.

Buildings and Villas w/building rights + permits
Call for more information

» OLD KATAMON
* |n a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,
3 exposures, Excellent potential, N1S 4,300,000!
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah,
private elevator.

»OLD CITY
Magnificent 8+ room home with view to Har Habayit!

» HAR NOF

* NEW ON MARKET!
Centrally located! 4.5 rooms, low floor, elevator, MB
en suite, succah, machsan, Immediate

* Shlav A - 170 sqm duplex garden apt. , open view!

* Shlav A - 4 bdrms, renovated, spacious LR DR, succah

* Shlav B - 200 sqm garden duplex apartment,
beautiful kitchen, wrap around garden.

FORMANY MORE )9_G51-4030

PROPERTIES:
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THE FURNITURE DOCTOR

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPAIRS SINGE 1898
Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company

ru

Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever

FIRST EVER FURNITURE DOCTOR PROMOTION!

Repair 3 or more chairs and get the 4th FREE!*
Refinish any item and get a furniture marker and a set of high-quality leg tips FREE!
Contact us today for all of your furniture repair needs!!!

* Limit of one promotion per customer. Free chair will be the least expensive of the 4 items

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il
{. Phone: 02-999-2418

Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il
O WhatsApp: 058 787 3755
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A ' SIMCHAT SHMUEL
BY RABBI SAM SHOR

Program Director, OU Israel Center

ur Sedra opens with Avraham

Avinu, sitting, recovering from

his recent brit mila, outside his
tent during the heat of the day. \Chazal
explain that Avraham is sitting outside
his tent, anxious to welcome guests, that
despite his discomfort and recovery from
his recent “surgical” procedure, he is liter-
ally sitting and waiting for an opportunity to
welcome visitors into his home. Of course,
the guests that arrive, are none other than
the malachim that Hashem sends his way
to cheer Avraham up, to enable Avraham
to do that maaseh chesed he is longing to
fulfill, as well as ultimately to share with
Avraham and Sara that they will finally be
blessed with a child.

In a stirring and beautiful teaching,
Rabbi Shlomo Zalman Horowitz zy’a,
known as the Patiker Rav, points out that
there are four eternal lessons to be learned
from this story as to how one should per-
form the mitzvah of hachnasat orchim,
the mitzvah of welcoming guests into our
homes.

The first message- Avraham is waiting
outside his home, seeking opportunities
to be hospitable, rather than waiting for
someone to knock on his door or ask to be
welcomed. Each one of us must ask our-
selves, how can we emulate this mida-to
literally actively seek opportunities to do
chesed and to welcome others into our
homes.

42  TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

The second point, Avraham Avinu of
course had many servants. When these
travelers arrive to visit them, it is he and
Sara themselves who engage in welcoming
the guests, in making sure they are comfort-
able, that they have shade and that they can
freshen up. Itis Sara herself who prepares
a meal for these visitors. All this teaches us
that hachnasat orchim should be done our-
selves and not through an emissary.

The third message we can learn is that
one should not interrogate our guests, or
bombard them with questions to see if
indeed they really are in need of our hos-
pitality and assistance. Our Chazal point
out that Avraham Avinu intuited through
his prophetic capabilities that these guests
were malachim, that they really were not
in need of any physical comforts or sus-
tenance, yet this does not impact or limit
Avraham in any way in terms of his desire
to treat them with kindness and dignity.

Finally, these special guests ultimately
reveal to Avraham and Sara that they will
miraculously be blessed with a child! This,
explains the Patiker Rav, teaches us the
most profound message of all regarding the
mitzvah of hachnasat orchim and any act of
chesed,- in reality our guests end up giving
us much more than they receive!

May we be blessed to heed the Patiker
Rav’s powerful words, and to find ful-
fillment in a life filled with chesed and
hachnasat orchim. m



Choose from
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curtains &
blinds in the

comfort of
your home
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“TzviAir is a pleasure to
work with and did an
amazing job!”

- Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef
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Z/ZIMUKI

erusalem Real Estate

Ruth St. Newly renovated. 3 beds apt. 1.5 rorRenT
bath. ground floor, a new kitchen. A/C,
privet parking. Available now. 7,800 NIS

Renovated duplex in German Colony. EUHOALE

210 sq.m. 4 beds luxuary apt. 4 baths.
2 balcony. parking and storage. 12 500.000 NIS

Exclusive to ZIMUKI. In Baka, a 180 sg.m FOR SALE
semidetached cottage with 30 sq.m privet
garden & parking. Needs renovation with

option for a separate unit. m

8,900,000 NIS
German Colony. Brand new garden apt. FOR SALE
87 sq.m. 2.5 beds. with a 70 sq.m privet
garden. parking and storage.

3,990,000 NIS

Rechavia, Herzog St. close to Azza st. FOR SALE
A 90 sg.m. 3 beds apt. 1.5 baths. second

floor, with elevator. Bright facing view

Parking in building & privet storage.

Shifra and Rivka
properties!

UNIQUE DUPLEX IN RECHAVIA
with roof top terrace!
Gorgeous views, roof rights,
Parking, 3 bed, 2.5 bath
Option to purchase another unit
and attach 5.25m nis

LUXURY NEW KATAMON
APARTMENT!
3 bed, 2 bath, Large sukka balcony,
quiet, parking, storage, 5.8m NIS

Shifra lopian 0526735300
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Earth, Stars
and Sands

Hashem guaranteed Avraham that his
children would be like the dust of the earth
and the stars of the skies. Both metaphors
convey how plentiful Avraham’s descen-
dants would become. Additionally, the dust
metaphor illustrates that the Jewish people
would fertilize humanity’s growth. Kafka
described the Jewish role in spreading
human progress: “as a seed of corn absorbs
matter from its surroundings, stores it up
and achieves further growth, so the destiny
of the Jews is to absorb the potentialities of
mankind, purify them and give them a
higher development.” We are like the dust
of the earth because we pollinate human
development.

Alternatively, the metaphor of the stars of
heaven signals that the Jewish people pro-
vide religious and moral enlightenment
just as the stars illuminate the dark skies.
Additionally, stars orbit in heaven and
aren’t impacted by the terrestrial world
and its natural forces. Jewish history hov-
ers above this world and isn’t subject to the
rules and trends which govern human his-
tory. Our nation falls precipitously and
rises meteorically, uninhibited by the grav-
itational forces of history. A mere eighty
years after the nightmare of the Holocaust
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BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN

Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

the Jewish world is more prosperous than
ever before, standing at the cusp of redemp-
tion. We are dust and we are stars. We
advance the human condition, but we
hover above it.

And we are also sand. In parshat Vayeira,
after the akeidah, Hashem compares us to
the sand by the sea. The sand image and
the dust metaphor are often conflated, but
earth and sand are very different elements,
and they represent very different meta-
phors for Jewish history.

The Sand and the Seas

To properly appreciate the sand meta-
phor, we must study the evolution of the
oceans and the dry land during the first
three days of creation. When creation com-
menced, all reality was blanketed in an
empty and liquid state of ina11nn. The Torah
describes the spirit of Hashem hovering
upon the dark watery abyss. On the second
day of creation Hashem divided upper
waters from lower waters, inserting the sky
as a plate to separate the two realms, pre-
venting the upper waters from cascading
down to the lower realm. On the third day
Hashem gathered the lower waters into dis-
tinct ocean basins, thereby allowing dry
continents to emerge from a global watery
mass.

Without these two “zonings” —first of the
upper and lower waters and subsequently
of dry land and oceans- human life would
be unsustainable. Newly formed dry land



masses now provided a habitable space for
oxygen-dependent human beings.

These divisions, however, are not static
or stable. The ocean waters continue to be
drawn toward dry land, posing a constant
threat to our habitat. The relentless swell-
ing and receding of the tides are a function
of the incessant efforts of the original
waters to reclaim their territory, swamp the
dry land and drown humanity. To prevent
this catastrophe, Hashem established
sandy beaches as a sea-barrier to defend
dry land and to protect humanity. These
“fortresses by the sea” halt the march of the
ocean tides and preserve our dry lands.
Standing upon a beach and watching these
waves, we are, in reality, observing a cos-
mic drama set in motion at the dawn of
creation. The tides come and go but human-
ity remains protected. As Dovid Hamelech
marvels: mo3y paw' Ya pay Ya now 11
ywi. “Hashem established an impassable
border [so that] the waters should not
return and cover the Earth.”

A Moral Fortress

The battle between the sand and the
ocean symbolizes a moral drama. The sand
standing guard against the ocean isn’t just
a geological phenomenon, but signifies a
larger narrative. The ocean waters repre-
sent the “forces” of void and of evil which
will always exist, and which will always
threaten humanity. Inevitably, wicked peo-
ple or dangerous ideas imperil the human
condition. These dark waters always crash
upon humanity, threatening human wel-
fare and religious progress. Hashem
designated us to serve as a barrier against
these evil forces and, to protect humanity,
just as the sand protects land. By
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Rechavia, Jerusalem

130.5 sgm, 5 rooms

100 sgm sukkah balcony
4 air directions

Private parking

Storage
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comparing us to the sand, he appointed us
as the fortress of humanity. We are assigned
with looking evil in the eye and defeating
it.

Deposing Tyrants

Two and a half centuries ago, a demigod
named Nevuchadnezzar conquered the
entire ancient Middle East. He erected a
100-foot tower to honor his pagan deity,
demanding that every country send an
emissary to bow to his god and to submit to
his authority. No one dared defy his order
except for three Jews named Chananya,
Misha’el and Azarya, who were punished
for their disobedience by being flung into a
fiery furnace. Escaping unscathed, their
brave defiance exposed Nevuchadnezzar
as nothing more than a paper tiger. Within
a short period, this all-powerful despot was
roaming the jungle as a raving lunatic, half
man, half animal. Shortly thereafter the
Babylonian empire receded into the void of
history. The sands of humanity, namely the
Jewish people, had looked evil in the eye
and had defeated it.

Defeating godlessness

In the 20™ century a godless “religion”
named Communism captured the human
imagination. Its ideas were championed by
the powerful Soviet Union which directly
or indirectly dominated over half of the
world. No one could imagine opposing this
irrepressibly strong regime which enforced
its will with an iron fist. No one, of course,
except for a few scattered Jews who

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell

Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

b
whatsapp 0532852345 | &7
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dreamed of a return to their homeland and
who were quickly incarcerated in Soviet
jails. Undeterred, they quickly defeated
Soviet persecution. In 1986, Natan Sha-
ransky crossed the Glienicke Bridge near
Berlin signaling the “beginning of the end”
for the Soviet empire. A few years later, the
Berlin wall fell, and the Soviet Union dis-
banded. Once again, the sands of humanity,
namely the Jewish people, had barricaded
humanity against an unholy idea.

The Price

Serving as the sand, though, carries a
price. As the ocean tide rises some of the
sand is swept away and absorbed by the
ocean. As we face attacks against our peo-
ple and against humanity, we often suffer
similar erosion. For this reason, we were
assigned to be the sand in the wake of the
akeidah. By sacrificing everything for
Hashem, Avraham conditioned us toward
the self-sacrifice necessary to serve as the
sands of humanity. Avraham genetically
programmed every Jew with the willing-
ness and the courage to sacrifice our lives
on behalf of Hashem and to defend His val-
ues. The akeidah prepared us to become
the sands of history, and for this reason,
this sand metaphor for this fearsome but
glorious mission was first announced in the
aftermath of Avraham’s akeidah heroism.

The tides may wash away part of the
sand, but the sand always recovers, quietly
maintaining its vigil. Dust of the earth, stars
of the sky and sand fortresses. m
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ABOUT THE PROPERTY PRIMA LEVI 8

Unique penthouse apartment with panaramic FEATURES
views, lots of natural light, Located in the heart

e 87SQM e« 2Bedrooms
Apt. e 15
70 SQM Bathrooms
Private High

of Jerusalem, Arnona. The building has a

Synagogue on the ground floor, which has daily

Call us to arrange a viewing services all year round. The building has a
054-2074969 manager available on call for all your needs.
FENENE Very friendly Anglo neighbours. Highly roof ceilings
Kaufman Realty recommended option for a couple looking to 5SQM Private
Agent fee - 2% + VAT retire in Jerusalem with a religious Anglo Balcony parking

. . environment, good location, quiet, and off living Shabbat
Asking price beautiful views Elevat:
room evator

3,475,000 NIS

Arthur Samuels, DPM
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American

Podiatrist HO | | ||
Licensed in —
l . Israel & America

Q’ Cinema City Mall,

_.I'I 1y
(53-42T-6363
ArthurH Samussidpmall oon

For Sale! Exclusively in Arnona (Beit Ha'arava St.)

Orer 300 Years of Podiatry Experience

Pinchus Klahr, MD An amazing apartment
in the heart of Arnona!
Rheumat()lﬂgy 3 rooms, large bedrooms, 90sqm,
US Board Certified / Misrad HaBriut recognized specialist beautifully renovated, balcony,
in all Artrits conditions Joint and Muscle Pain storage room & private parking.
Conscientious “American style” Care Asking price: NIS 3,250,000
Convenicntly located at
Refa Na Medical Center. Givat Shaul. Jerusalem Ofer Stein
052-713-2224 Mobile: 052-450-7266

Now also seeing patients at the Office: 02-567-2050
LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100 Email: ofer@homeil.net
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BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

...... en.toraland.org.il

Until when do shemitah laws apply

to fruits and vegetables during the eighth year?
This chart features the approximate dates after the shemitah year when
shemitah laws no longer apply to fruits and vegetables and no shemitah
solution is required. For more information, see the full chart on the Torah
VeHa'aretz Institute website.

Yom Kippur

5783 Asparagus  Artichoke  Banana Mint  Pineapple
Baby radish Lettuce
Chard Coriander Cucumber Dill
Peruvian apple cactus Pitaya Radish Sqguash
Strawberry

Eegplont Fennel Horseradish Kohrabi  Leek  Melon
Chanukah Corn  Parsley  Spinach  Potato Pepper bell + hot

Tomato  Peas inapod Passion-fruit Turnip
Star fruit Watermelon Sweet potato- m
Mid-Tevet BT Sabra Onion
Loguat Nectarine Loguat
Garlic Table Grapes
Butternut squash Fig , Pumpkin
Almond (green) Cherry ~ Hackberry  Lemon  Loganberry

Mid-lyar

Wice armpesl (E8seRl (I Enrell [odanss ILyshes

Apple Apricot  Mulberry Sweetsop Watermelon seeds
Avocado Guava Plum (European) Pomegranate
.Iﬁwi Clameniing). Qranga Persimmon i
Date Feijoa Grapefruit Peanut Pomelo Sweetie

Carob Limequat Kumquat

Pecan

Products with no shemitah concerns: Black-eyed peas | Chestnuts | Dry beans | Ginger | Hazelnuts
Lentils | Macadamia Mushroom | Oats | Okra | Peas | Pistachio | Rice | Soy | Walnuts | Wheat
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Gilinski Real Estate
gilinski.co.il

German Colony
Authentic villa
220 SQM
Building rights
#052-6984466

Near Old
Katamon

250 SQM

210 SQM garden
#050-4607878

Ramot
Garden duplex
180 SQM

6.5 Rooms
#050-7225694

THIS IS WHAT
RECOVERY

FR

If you've had enough;
Get Help Today!

=

Yaacov M. Rosedclé 7RI A7,
ADDICTION PSYCHOLOGIST

CAPIT

REAL ESTATE AGENCY

JERUSALEM REAL ESTATE

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES AVAILABLE!

GREEK COLONY
ern and stylish
nt right near

bed.

4,200,000 NIS

es, details, and to start your pr

GERMAN COLONY
115 SQM modern
apartment with parking,
and storage. 4 bed.

6,750,000 NIS

1,000,000 NIS

pitil.com.
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¥ TOWARDS MEANINGFUL

& TEFILLA

Structure
of Birchat
Hamazon

After a long hiatus consisting of summer
(nine kids at home ©) and chagim (16+
meals to prepare ©), we will now continue
our study of Birchat Hamazon.

If you or I were asked to write Birchat
Hamazon, it would probably be pretty
short. Something like — “Thank you Hashem
for giving us food to eat and nourish our
bodies”. Yet when we look at the benching,
it’s a lot longer than that and talks about a
lot more than food. Let’s look at the struc-
ture of the Birchat Hamazon and try to
understand why this is.

The itnnana can be divided into two parts
—the first half was established early on and
fulfills the biblical obligation of benching.
The second half, consisting of all the jpmins
are more personal requests which were
added on during the time of the oun. We
will focus on the first half today.

The first half of the benching consists
of four long brachot, each focusing on

Wills * Probate * Nuptial Agreements
Durable Power of Attorney (Finance/Healthcare)

Halachic Estate Planning
Tirtza Jotkowitz, Esq.

tirtzaj&@gmail.com * 052-509-3356 * (02) 625-6475
US & lIsrael: 845-425-8871 / 694-7645 / 596-5733
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BY REBBETZIN ZEMIRA OZAROWSKI NT.;.,B’Q
Director of OU Israel LAyla Women'’s Initiative Wieen i Mt

a different topic. Gemara Brachot 48b
explains that the themes of these brachot
are based on the words found in the pasuk
where we were given the command to
bentch (,n oM7) -

M7 NVIw1 NN

TPINTNR

YN 7Y

77 1713 IWN N300

Whenyou eat and are satisfied, you should
bless Hashem for the good land He has given
you.

The first bracha known as 11 na1a is
based on the words na11 nuawi n7an and
focuses on thanking Hashem for the actual
food. According to tradition, this bracha
was established by Moshe Rabbeinu at the
time when Bnei Yisrael received the 11 for
the first time.

The second bracha (consisting of both
17 T3 and Y30 Yv1) known as yanil 1211 is
based on the words yani17u and focuses on
thanking Hashem for Eretz Yisrael. This
bracha was established by Yehoshua upon
entering Eretz Yisrael.

The third bracha (consisting of on1 and
oywi ) known as oywin 3 is based
on the words naun (because the good of the
land is the holiest city YerushalayIm) and
focuses on thanking Hashem for building
up Yerushalayim. According to the Gemara,
this was a combined effort of Dovid
haMelech and Shlomo haMelech - Dovid
focused more on 77w owi Yy, thanking



CROSSROADS PRESENTS:

A CONVERSATION
ABOUT ANXIETY

FOR PARENTS OF TEENS & YOUNG ADULTS

Join Crossroads for a psycho-educational conversation facilitated by
Robbie Sassoon, MSW, Director of Crossroads, featuring a panel of
leading mental health professionals. The program will start with short
presentations offering parents an opportunity to learn how to support

their teens and their peers, and will be followed with the opportunity
to engage the panel with questions.

o O

Zoom L|nk.PrOV|_ded 8:00 PM
Upon Registration

Sunday,
Nov. 27th

Dr. Valery Hazanov, Ph.D Dr. Zev Alexander, MD Caryn Green, MSW

CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGIST, ADULT PSYCHIATRIST

CLINICAL SOCIAL WORKER
DIRECTOR, HEADSPACE IN PRIVATE PRACTICE

FOUNDER OF CROSSROADS

How should parents talk to Whenis it a good idea for

Understanding anxiety and
teens to take medication? A tools to empower parents to

medical model approach support their teens

their anxious teens at home?

REGISTER AT CROSSROADS PROVIDES PROFESSIONAL
Www.crossroadsjerusalem.org/anxiety/ THERAPEUTIC PROGRAMS & SUPPORT,
INCLUDING FREE THERAPY, FOR ANGLO
MORE INFORMATION TEENS, YOUNG ADULTS, GAP YEAR
AYELET- 054-646-5304, STUDENTS, BNOT SHERUT & LONE
AYELET@CROSSROADSJERUSALEM.ORG SOLDIERS IN ORDER TO REACH THEIR
WWW.CROSSROADSJERUSALEM.ORG POTENTIAL AND THRIVE.
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Hashem for the building of Yerushalayim,
whereas Shlomo focuses more on, ntan 7u1
witpm 71mn, thanking Hashem for the Beit
HaMikdash since it was built in his time.
(The request of rebuilding Yerushalayim
and the Beit Hamkidash were added later,
after the destruction).

The fourth bracha (the bracha after i)
known as 1unm ;1un was added in Yavneh
at alater time and we will discuss its theme
later.

After looking at this structure, we can
now get back to our earlier question - if
you think about it, it seems quite strange:
why do we not stick to the topic at hand?
Baruch Hashem, we have plenty to eat and
the food that we have is both delicious and
nourishing. That, in and of itself; is cause for
major thanksgiving and not to be taken for
granted. So why jump to other topics?

Rav Eliyahu Munk in his book Olam
HaTefillot explains as follows. As Jews,
we believe that food is not an end unto
itself but rather a means to give us the
strength to serve Hashem better. There-
fore, it is extremely important that our
benching reflects that. A polite “thanks
for the food” is not enough. We need to
go on and connect the dots. Once we are
mentioning food, we take this opportunity

w719
Polishing &
renewing of decks

n'32n P
Cleaning of
offices and Shuls

www.talclean.co.il
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to thank Hashem for the Land (where the
food comes from). We recognize that the
Land of Israel was received as a result of
the nma that Hashem made with us and
our Avot (13waannnnw M1 yy) and that
itis conditional on our following the Torah
and Mitzvot (3p'yw 0 Su). We also
remember the spiritual and moral mission
which was placed on us, by mentioning
Yerushalayim and the Beit haMikdash.
Rabbi Munk writes that “in this way, we
turn our benching from a simple thanks
for our physical nourishment to a more
general thanksgiving for our spiritual,
moral, and nationalistic role.”

To take it one step further, Birchat Ham-
azon is a Tefilla that we say throughout
the course of the day. No matter where we
are when we dine. Let us take advantage
of these moments throughout our day to
thank Hashem for both the physical and
spiritual and to remind ourselves of our
goals in this world.

B’Ezrat Hashem, in the coming weeks,
we will spend time analyzing the text of
Birchat Hamazon. Often we say the words
so quickly that we barely give them a pass-
ing thought. It is my hope that through our
study, we will find new meaning and depth
in our benching.

n'N'VWw P

Carpet cleaning

nioo Y2
Sofa cleaning
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Shabbm (Bwtr (44 ’9 Benjie Aziz

Premium delicious shabbes meals *©’ Real Estate

For Sale

Opening hours:
Thursday 12:00-02:00
Friday 7:30-13:30

Jewish Quarter -
XL Duplex apartment -
135 meters, 3 bedroom,
2 bath, new kitchen,

5 minutes from

Hurva square & Mamilla

Alon Shevut -
XXL Free standing home,
380 meters, 3 floors,
Great location,
surrounded by green

02-9964469 | (&) 054-8777347
Iben Shafrut 5, Rehavia, Jerusalem

YOURPROPERTYIN

“ISRAEL

ISIN THE RIGHT HAND

Kaufman Realty

Was born out of the desire to provide a quality,
worry-free solution to those who have

chosen to invest in Israel but find themselves

outside of the country for long periods. PRE ARRIVAL PREPARATIONS

|T k KAUFMAN
REALTY

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT — INVESTMENTS — RENTALS
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RABBI AARON

GOLDSCHEIDER

The Best
Version of

Yourself Is In
the Land

TIO" JW MIIU ANR 11050 719 W I9NW PR
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112189 - 9P9%p0 M U nTra P AR 909
(:NYIAYIN) 127271

The Land of Israel contains within it singu-
lar elevated strengths, [which are] rooted in
the most exalted sanctity which is revealed
in this world, that has within [it’s essence]
the potency to transform that which is fully
evil and rotten - [and restore it] to good and
blessing. (Eretz Chefetz 1:10)

When Rav Kook visited America, a man
told him that he had finally made the deci-
sion to make aliyah to Eretz Yisrael. He
requested a blessing from Rav Kook: “You
require my blessing?” the Rav asked. “You
are going to the source of all blessing, as it
is written in Psalms (132:3), “For there the
Lord has commanded the blessing.”

Rav Kook in the aforementioned pas-
sage touches on the notion that the Land
of Israel with its people dwelling upon it
have the unique capability to transform
even wrongdoing and impurity to goodness
and blessing.
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In a novel interpretation, Rav Kook once
suggested that the Torah description of
Israel as “A Land flowing with milk and
honey” hints at the transformative qual-
ity which characterizes Eretz Yisrael. Both
food items have their resources in detest-
able, ‘impure’ sources. Honey is produced
by bees, while milk is formed from blood.
Because these foods involve the transfor-
mation of impure to pure, they symbolize
repairing the world and have a special
status. (Peninei HaRa'ya, Zuriel, p. 139, see
also Peninei Halakha, Book Laws of the Fes-
tivals, Chapter 13, Shavu’ot).!

In a similar vein, the famed mashgiach
ruchani of the Ponevezh Yeshiva, Rabbi
Eliyahu Dessler, makes the same claim.
He sites a dramatic passage in the Talmud
in which the sage Ulla witnessed a mur-
der first hand as he entered the Land of
Israel. When he arrived at the home of
Rabbi Yochanan in Israel, he immediately
told him of the harrowing event. Rabbi
Yochanan’s response is memorable. He
was puzzled as to how a Jew could murder
another Jew on the soil of Eretz Yisrael.
Ulla responded that at the time the murder
occurred they had not yet passed into the
border of Israel (Nedarim 22a).

1 This same interpretation is quoted in
the name of the eminent, Rabbi Meir Shap-
iro (Eretz Yisrael in the Parsha, Lichtman p.
211-212)



Rabbi Dessler cited this passage and
stated that even a person filled with anger,
even a murderer, when entering the Land,
will be transformed. In its holy environs
anger is minimized. One’s rage is instantly
mollified when treading on the Land’s soil.
(Michtav Me’Eliyahu Vol. 3, p. 195).

Not only does the Land transform neg-
ative into positive but the Land has the
power to amplify the good. Rabbi Dessler
writes: “In our generation we see, in our
own experience, how our young people
studying Torah are achieving more in
their learning, they are succeeding...they
are able to attain much more than those
who are learning Torah in other parts of
the world” (Ibid, p. 196).

The final pages of Masechet Ketubot
elaborate on the topic of the Land of
Israel’s holiness and its spiritual char-
acter. The following is the very last
statement recorded in the tractate’s last
line concerning the Land’s uniqueness:
“All barren trees in Eretz Yisrael are des-
tined to bear fruit.” In what way is this the
ultimate praise? The Ben Yehoyada, a clas-
sic commentary on the Talumd’s Aggadic
passages, suggests that the Talmud is not
referring to trees literally, but rather to
people. A Torah scholar is often referred
to as a tree bearing fruit. The unlearned
among our nation are compared to the
barren tree. However, in the end of days,
those living in the Land who were once
barren of Torah and mitzvot will be abun-
dant in their Torah knowledge and their
devotion to mitzvot (Ben Yehodaya, Vol. 3,
final comment on Ketubot).

The Land itself serves as a dynamic cata-
lyst in bringing out the best in every Jew. m

A
GabaiRealEstate

GabaiRealEstate.com

Just Listed! Spacious 90 SQM apartment, 3 bedrooms,
2.5 bathrooms, shabbat elevator, balcony, underground
parking, storage, secure building! Asking: 3,790,000 NIS

160 SQM split-level penthouse in the heart of Baka. 4
Beds, 3 baths, 2 Succah balconies, parking, elevator!
Close to Emek and First Train Station!

Duplex Garden apartment in the most coveted
neighborhood in Jerusalem! 189 SQM duplex apartment,
tremendous living space, 3 bedrooms,3 bathrooms,
parking, for sale fully furnished! Contact for info!

115 SQM apariment in an excellent building with
storage, parking, and shabbat elevator. 5 rooms, succah
balcony, 2.5 bathrooms! Asking: 5,350,000 NIS

Garden apartment for sale on the border of Rehavia! In a
modern and recently built building! 115 SQM, 5 rooms,
large storage, parking, quiet street! Contact for info!

120 SQM penthouse apartment, with stunning views
facing the old city! renovated 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms,
Succah balcony and parking!

254 SQM apartment on 1 level! Luxurious building with

hotel services & Spa! Succah balcony, Shabbat elevator,

parking, Pesach kitchen, and more! Rentals
Popular Street In Rehavia

Located on one of the best streets in Rehavia! 70 SQM

apartment, 3 rooms, large living room, 1.5 bathrooms,
high ceilings, 2 balconies Asking: 6,900 NIS

Yaniv: 052.614.1442

Yaniv@gabairealestate.com

Elia: 052.862.9208

) | Eliagabai@gmail.com
o ' Eﬁ P
- - :
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Last time we raised the question of a cou-
ple freezing eggs or embryos, and whether it
isrecommended. It has been some time since
the last article appeared so we will give a brief
presentation of the question of egg freezing.

Several companies are now offering their
female employees to freeze their eggs at a
cheaper rate or even for free. The rationale
for the companies’ apparent generosity is that
such women will opt to delay having children
in deference for their career development. But
itis questionable as to whether this is the best
option for such women. Freezing eggs is no
guarantee of having healthy children, but is
sometimes the best option for a single woman
who is getting older and more worried about
the decrease in fertility with age.

Which brings us back to our opening
question; a couple gets married in their
mid-thirties. They are both perfectly healthy
and do not appear to face any fertility chal-
lenges. While they do not undergo extensive
testing, the initial basic testing shows noth-
ing abnormal, and the doctor says that they
should be able to get pregnant naturally.

But the couple turn to a fertility specialist
with a somewhat unconventional request;
they want to undergo fertility treatment,
not because they currently have a fertility
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RABBI GIDEON
WEITZMAN

Machon Puah for Fertility and
Gynecology in Accordance with Halacha

problem, but in order to bank embryos that
can be used to extend their fertility. The cou-
ple are willing to delay getting pregnant in the
near future in order to invest in their future.

The motivation behind such a request is
that since the couple are in their mid-thirties
it is reasonable to assume that their fertility
will decrease in the next few years. If they
continue to have children naturally they
could limit their family to two or three chil-
dren. If they want to have more children they
can freeze the embryos created now and use
them later. Since the embryos produced with
“younger” eggs are more likely to produce
healthy children, and, once the embryos
are created and cryo-preserved, they can be
maintained in their optimal condition almost
indefinitely, this plan will give the couple
much more time to become parents.

This issue raises a number of ethical and
halachic issues, and a range of responses.
Each person has their own approach
regarding the legitimacy or ethical nature of
such a plan. It is clear that there are numer-
ous factors that impact such a decision and
whether it is to be condoned or condemned.

More on this next week.

The Puah Institute is based in Jerusalem
and helps couples from all over the world
who are experiencing fertility problems.
Offices in Jerusalem, New York, Los Ange-
les & Paris. Contact (Isr) 02-651-5050
(US) 718-336-0603 www.puahonline.org



T - R

= q—‘-'f '*'_— s o -t ﬁ-!?' i i rr e
R - = Lo e
Raias
aur
# Spirits
Thaatre
Celebrating 21
Fresents PImTECN Sage
- By arrangement with the Really Useful Company Ltd
e B JOSEPH and the Amazing
Heichal g;m:br_lrr Gnéah Er.l':'r'-:m : Technicolor Dreamcoat
Monrermber 27th and 30t
PR S [?Mh'TunﬂkﬂMmicﬁgrmuad.l'rﬁhher
December4th and 7th For tickets: www.raiseyourspirits.org
Heichal Hatarbut Bet Shemesh Group orders/info call:
December 11th 0528651766 /0528838830
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E Y FILES

(FYERUSHALAYIM).

“TH

UH, DAD,
ARE YOU SURE
ABOUT THIS?

Year 2:

YERUSHALAYIM

kit Fala]

YOU'VE ASSIGNED US
HAR HAMORIYA For OUR
SHOW THIS WEEK?!
TEMPLE MOUNT! THE HOLIEST /
PLACE ON THE PLANET?! A

piel

Temple Mount

WELL, YES,
| THOUGHT
IT WOULD RING
NICELY WITH 1
THE PARSHA, |
YOU KNOW.

YEAH, BUT, DAD, THIS 15 BENTZI YERUSHALM\ WE'RE TALKING
ABOUT! HE... HE'S A GOOD GUY, DAD, BUT HE DOESN'T ALWAYS....

"1 MEAN, HAR HABAYIT DESERVES RESPECT, DOESN'T IT? DESERVES )
AWE, DESERVES TO BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY, AND HE'S...
QT ALWAYS... THE BEST PERSON FOR SERIOUSNESS... .~

MORNING SALUTATIONS,
FELLOW NON-CHIPMUNKS!
| COME IN PEACE.

THE RESEARCH, KID. THIS TIME

NEED ON HAR HABAYIT FOR A
TRULY KNEE-SLAPPINGLY
FIRST-RATE EPISODE TODAY!

”AND DON'T YOU WORRY ABOUT

1 DID ALL THE GROUNDWORK WE

THERE YOU GO, SON, HE'S
DONE SOME PREPARATION.
IT'LL HAVE TO DO.
| NEED THIS PIECE DONE,
BOYS, 50 MAKE SURE IT'S
RESPECTABLE.

S0... YOU THINK YOU'VE GOT
WHAT IT TAKES TO REPORT
G-DS EMBASSY IN THIS
WORLD WITH ENOUGH
AWE AND FEAR?

HAVE NO FEAR...
MR. FEAR IS HERE! AND
HE’S JUST BURSTING
WITH AWE...
TO THE TIME MACHINE!
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WELL, HERE WE ARE OVERLOOKING

HAR HAMORIYA, WITH ITS FABLED (LOUD

TIED TOIT.

'_ LET’S SEE SOME OF THAT AWE, DUDE...

(™ RicHT UP, |

AABBARW....

NOT THAT KIND

OF “AAAW!"
] “AWE" WITH
AN “E”, DUDE!




HAR HAMORIYA -
THE VERY BEGINNING,

/ LATER ON, THE FIRST MAN ON EARTH —

“LET'S START AT THE VERY BEGINWING -

WHO WAS CALLED ADAM - WAS
THE STARTING POINT OF CREATED FROM THE SOIL OF THIS PLACE.
A VERY GOOD PLACE TO STARTY” ALL CREATION. MORE SPECIFICALLY, FROM WHERE THE ALTAR
= : ALL OF THE KNOWN WOULD STAHD THOUSANDS OF YEARS LATER...
AND UNKNOWN
UNIVERSE UNFOLDED THE FIRST MAN ON THE MOON, HOWEVER, WAS
FROM THIS 5POT.

CALLED NEIL, AND HE WAS NOT - AS FAR AS
RELIABLE HISTORY TELLS US - CREATED

L/ CuTt CuT! YOU CANHOT

| BE SERIOUS, TURNING OBJECTION!
THE HOLY OF HOLIES 1 WAS NOT!

INTO A SING-ALONG...

AN UN-CUT!

|| AFTER THE FLOOD, AND WHERE 6-D SWORE
[\ NEVER TO DESTROY THE WORLD AGAIN. 4

CENTURIES LATER, THIS WAS THE AVRAHAM REALISED THIS IS A PLACE
SPOT WHERE AVRAHAM AVINU WAS OF ETERNAL G-DLY REVELATION AND
GIVEN THE MONUMENTOUS TEST OF CLOSENESS, THAT THE BINDING OF
OVERCOMING HIS MOST YITZCHAK, ACTUALLY BOUND HEAVEN TO
FUNDAMENTAL NATURE, BY BINDING

EARTH,
HIS SON, YITZCHAK TO THE ALTAR. BOUND G-D TO THIS WORLD...

i ...AND INDEED, SOME 800 YEARS LATER,
KING SOLOMON BUILT THE BEIT HAMIKDASH,
THE HOLY TEMPLE, AT THIS VERY LOCATION,
WHENCE KINGS, LEADERS AND MILLIONS OF
PEOPLE WORLDWIDE FLOCKED TO IT,
ASTOUNDED AND JOYFULLY UPLIFTED BY THEIR
SUDDEN ABILITY TO "ACCESS” THE
ALMIGHTY HERE...
BLESSING, WEALTH AND WISDOM
FLOWED FROM HERE TO ALL THE WORLD.

4
THE REPERCUSSIONS OF THAT TEST

STILL FOLLOW THE JEWISH PEOPLE
TO THIS DAY, AROUSING MERIT
AND FAVOUR FOR US BEFORE G-D.

" HE KNEW THIS WOULD ONE DAY BE THE
ONE PLACE WHERE PEOPLE WOULD
EXPERIENCE 6-D'S PRESENCE SO VIVDLY,
IT'LL BE AS IF THEY COULD SEE HIM.
|§~ "G-D WILL BEEH SEEN", HE NAMED IT.

THE SECOND TEMPLE, ALTHOUGH )

...AND STAND ON IT THEY WILL! YOU, BENTZI?! WHAT
IN MANY WAYS DIFFERENT T0 THE "G-D WILL BE SEEN” HERE YET “FUNDAMENTAL
FIRST, STOOD HERE, T00, AGAIN, SPEEDILY IN OUR DAYS! NATURE” OF YOURS
AND ITS DESCTRUCTION 15 A DID YOU OVERCOME?
BLOW AND A LOSS FOR US THAT S

WE HAVE NEVER RECOVERED FROM + DAD?

e |/ AVRAHAM AVINU A;“:‘ﬁlé;:& .
/' WASN'T THE ONLY —
ONE T0 OVERCOME His || £ I RULE.. (...I CAN “m. \

b “MOST FUNDAMENTAL [ || ‘ﬂ BE SERIOUS!
FINE J0B, BOYS. MATURE® AT 5 L i

[ sERIous AND T0 THE |\ HAR HAMORIYA!
POINT. WELL DONE.

AND YET THE HOLINESS OF THIS
PLACE REMAINS INTACT, AND MUST
STILL BE TREATED WITH THE SAME
CAUTION AND REVERENCE AS WHEN
_ THE TEMPLES STOOD ON IT...
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a. Rose Schwartz
. Gush Etzion
); Director

Oh, The Places
You’re At

After being removed from the home of
Avraham and Sarah, Hagar and Yishmael
find themselves struggling through the
desert for survival after being kicked out
of their home by Sarah. Hagar feels com-
pletely destitute, believing that her son is
dying.

Just as all hope is lost, an angel speaks
out to Hagar and tells her that both she and
Yishmael will be saved, because HaShem
has heard the child’s voice in the place
where he is

", OW NI WNRIWIA 7P In opR unw”

Explaining this Pasuk, Rashi brings a
Midrash where the angels are protesting
HaShem against saving Yishmael. Their
argument was that in the future Yishmael
and his decedents would bring much pain
and death upon the Jewish people, and this
suffering could be prevented by Yishmael’s
death in the desert. HaShem responds to
the angels by asking what type of person
Yishmael is in that very moment. When
the angels answer “righteous”, HaShem
explains that he judges people based on
who they are in the moment.

What can we learn from the angel’s
response to Hagar and Yishmael as he was
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dying in the desert? Any single second of
goodness or righteousness is positive in and
of itself. If we have an entire day, with even
one moment of spirituality or inspiration in
our Yiddishkeit, that second alone is what
HaShem cares about. Just as HaShem judges
people based on where they are in that
moment, so too should we judge ourselves.

Michael Erdfarb
12th Grade,
»: Neve Daniel

From Chaos
to Order

The parsha starts off with the story of
Sodom, and ends off with that of Akedat
Yitchak. How are they connected?

One explanation is that both are a test
of Avraham’s faith in Hashem. He stood
up for Sodom, thereby demonstrating his
care and empathy for Hashem’s creations.
This in turn showed his love and devotion
to Hashem. Similarly, he is told to sacri-
fice Yitchak in the ultimate sign of loving
Hashem and utter devotion to Him and to
His commandments.

There is another explanation, one that can
connect the other stories in the Parsha as
well. In between these two events we hear

A small Sefer Torah with its own
Aron Kodesh is available to shiva houses
or for any other necessary occasion
on a temporary free-loan basis.

If needed call Uri Hirsch 0545513173




about Lot and his daughters, of Avimelech,
and of the “exile” of Hagar and Yishmael.
All these stories are examples of chaos, of
anarchism. The ultimate place of evil and
anarchy is Sodom, where the people were
so evil, they mercilessly executed a young
girl for giving charity.

Avraham on the other hand, is the exam-
ple of order. We can see this with how
he helps the “messengers”, with how he
debates with Hashem in a clear numerical
pattern, and how he waits for instruction
from Hashem to “exile” Yishmael. He even
follows instructions to the point that he is
willing to sacrifice to Hashem the child that
was born when he was one hundred years
old! As we see in the Parsha, Hashem’s ways
are meant to set order in our lives, and not
following them leads to total anarchy and
eventually total destruction.

May we all find the order in our lives that
can bring about ' mnpa mwnn mo' |

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel,
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition.
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Q%’;M Pr()[’xcrtics Itd.

In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu,
has great potential, parking, storage, for
renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor,
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking
Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il

It's never too
late to help the
needy! We receive
heartbreaking
requests daily

p)
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Now, you can contribute to this
Chesed Fund in various ways:
= Please assign checks to YESH EZRA
and send them to Yesh Ezra,
POB 36156, Romema, Jerusalem
= Enter the Website at
www.yeshezra.org and follow the
instructions for $ and NIS contributions.
= Call Sara at 077-820-0196, Sunday-

Thursday, 10:00 am-3:00 pm, to donate
with a credit card.

Thank you!

Inquiries or bank transfers:
Menachem Persoff
menpmp@gmail.com 050-570-1067

Vered Real Estate Agent
FOR SALE IN OLD KATAMON
Beautiful spacious renovated
penthouse, 210m, 6 rooms, 2 master
bedrooms, Sukka balcony of 50m,
Shabbat elevator, covered parking,
storage room
10,800,000NIS

JUN NIJ1INn

PREMIUM MOVING

Moving ¢ Packing ¢ Storage

053-7272-815

www.premiummoving.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER 61



Your Mortgagke!

Professional mortgage br

Your mortgage ;
our expertise!

[t

Yisrael-0584312481 | YO_URNannn
Malki -0534312482 _ '17¥'MORTGAGE!
yourmortgage78@gmail.com

T'01

N’V PINA AW 1710
Land Inheritance Company Ltd.

Your trusted corporation for
__purchasing privately registered
d inisrael at the lowest prices

Sfarting at $ 40,000 per dunam
T — e Y -

DL

Come join _NCSY Israel fof'

@ Nov 25-26 e MNordia Guest House

AWESOME FRIDAY PROGRAMMING
INTERACTIVE SESSIONS
AND SO

Register today at israel.ncsy.org I

62 TORAH TIDBITS 1491 / VAYERA 5783

k/\ Flying Soon? lAl‘I
Travel with Confidence (===J
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance <Y

at great prices Choose from multiple options

lunitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide

Starting at $40

sales@lunisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or
USA 718-715-0001

MAXIeBOX
Storage

Your place for extra space

053-7272-815

o Lm

O Grades 9-12 0 300 NIS

CATERED MEALS
HAVDALAH CONCERT
MUCH MORE

Regis
M ember 19 at 22:30



with Dov Lipman
at Beit Tovei Hai'r

Beit Tovei Ha'ir invites you and your friends
(70+ and independent) to a sumptuous brunch
with Rabbi Dov Lipman, former MK and Director
of Yad L’Olim. Mingle with friends at Jerusalem’s
premier residence for religious seniors, and tour
our new apartments and fitness center.

Monday, November 28, 2022 | 170> '7

from 10:00 am | 36 Rehov Malchei Yisrael, Jerusalem

Free event for relevant participants. @
To reserve your place, contact

- . YN N1
Binyamin Margo at 054-446-5276 Tovei Ha'lr Residence
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LAST WEEK TO SIGNUP BEFORE IT BEGINS!\-;;?,‘
WINTER 5783- DESTINY LECTURE SERIES

w RABBI BEREL WEIN

S INTERESTING PEOPLE THAT
WE MET ON THE WAY HOME

8 SATURDAY NIGHTS IN A ROW AT 8:00 PM
NOVEMBER 19-JANUARY 14 excert chanucan)

but ONLY by prior registration for the series and payment (even if you attend in person)

at

BEIT KNESSET HANASSI - live in person
24 Ussishkin St., Rechavia

AND ON ZOOM -so you can choose to watch from your home

November 19 - NAFTALI ZVI YEHUDA BERLIN
November 26 - BARON EDMUND DE ROTHSCHILD
December 3-- THEODORE HERZL
December 10 - CHAIM WEIZMANN
December 17 - DAVID BEN GURION
(No Lecture on Chanukah, December 24) December 31 — ZEV JABOTINSKY
January 7 - JUDGE LOUIS BRANDEIS
January 14 - MENACHEM BEGIN

per family/home for the series, only by pre-signup, & link will be sent to you

Do NOT wait until next Saturday night to register as you will not get in. If you miss any
lecture, the video link will be emailed to you after the series.

For questions, sign up form, information, call or email Nachum Amsel

0522-52-0031 nachum@jewishdestiny.com




