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The OU has 3,500 employees 
globally. The OU in Israel has 
approximately one tenth of 
the total number of employ-
ees (350). With such a large 

staff working in so many different cit-
ies, countries, and even continents the 
range of our initiatives, programs, par-
ticipants, and reach is truly remarkable. 
Very few people know everything that 
the OU is doing, which provides the staff, 
OU-certified Kosher companies, and OU 
constituents with many opportunities to 
learn about and be amazed with our work 
– whether it be collaboration between 
OU Israel Youth Centers and NCSY Sum-
mer teens,  JLIC on college campuses, OU 
Advocacy in Washington, Yachad family 
shabbaton, and so much more. 

In Israel alone, we run 20 OU Israel Youth 
Centers from Kiryat Shmona in the North 
to Dimona in the South, 5 NCSY Israel 
Chapters, tens of Semichat Chaver Pro-
gram (SCP) Chaburas and countless other 
programs aimed at strengthening people’s 
spirituality. 

For over a decade, OU Israel has orga-
nized a Staff Shabbat for OU Israel 
employees living all across the country. 
This Shabbat takes place either Shabbat 
Beresheit or Noach and is a great way to 
jump into the year with renewed energy 
and purpose. I always find it inspiring to see 
on the one hand, the diversity of the staff 
and on the other hand the cohesiveness 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

of the staff. We have English-speakers and 
Hebrew-speakers, native Israelis and Olim 
from multiple countries, Sephardim and 
Ashkenazim, Madrichim who are students 
and Bnot Sherut (National Service) and 
veteran employees who have been at the 
organization for decades. 

It is incredible to see how this Shabbat 
is able to bridge gaps and connect people 
from different parts of our organization. 
Gathering people together for a full Shab-
bat provides many opportunities for 
getting to know colleagues one may have 
never met before and deepening connec-
tions with others. Davening, listening to 
Rav Shmuel Eliyahu Shlita, singing zemirot, 
asking questions, and even watching their 
children play together creates a special 
atmosphere and energy that lasts through-
out the year.

We have employees who made Aliyah 
and are not yet fluent in Hebrew, but they 
are able to experience Shabbat and under-
stand the energy the same way our staff 
from Akko, Tiveria, Sderot, Rechovot, etc. 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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is able to experience the Staff Shabbat. 
This ability to connect is similar to the 

way that Jews in the Diaspora and Jews in 
Israel can connect to each other. Often I am 
asked by friends and community leaders 
in North America to partner their school 
or their shul with an Israeli school or shul. 
For example, we have run partner Bar/Bat 
Mitzvah programs with schools and fami-
lies from North America connecting them 
to Israeli Bar/Bat Mitzvah children in our 
OU Israel Youth Centers. Time and again 
we see that these programs succeed despite 
the language barrier. 

This year, we were privileged to see this 
strong connection when we welcomed 
Rabbi Dr. Josh Joseph (OU EVP & COO), 
Rachel Sims, Esq. (General Counsel), Lenny 
Bessler (Chief Human Resource Officer), 
and Yoni Cohen (Chief Of Staff) to our Shab-
bat Noach Staff Shabbat. I thank them for 
taking time out of their busy schedules to 
fly halfway around the world for Shabbat, 
but that is the strength of this Shabbat. 
Its transformative nature allowed them 
to spend time with our staff and wowed 
them. As Rabbi Dr. Joseph said, “This Shab-
bat changed my life.” By Havdalah they had 
a much deeper understanding of the staff 
and programs the OU runs in Israel, and 
the OU Israel staff felt more connected to 
OU management in New York. 

One of the reasons I started this column 
over two years ago was to help you, our 
Torah Tidbits readers, better understand 
the incredible work the OU staff does here 
in Israel so that you can take advantage 
of the programs we offer and connect 
people you know to the resources we pro-
vide. We have an incredibly dedicated 

staff who work tirelessly around the clock 
helping Klal Yisrael here in Israel - from 
daily English shiurim and programming 
at the OU Israel Center, to NCSY Israel pro-
gramming aimed to inspire teens to feel 
passionate about living in Israel, to Zula 
counselors who are literally taking teens 
off the streets and saving their lives, and so 
much more. I encourage you to learn more 
about our programs. Just like this Shabbat 
helped connect our staff and their families 
to one another, I hope our readership takes 
opportunities to join our programs, con-
nect to our staff, and to each other. 

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

Loyalty is a core Jewish value and 
one of the primary elements of 
our legacy from Avraham, as evi-

denced from this week’s parsha. 
Avraham’s nephew, Lot, chose to follow 

Avraham on his journey to the unknown, 
to Canaan. Evidently, Lot was initially 
taken with Avraham’s vision and values 
(see Rashi Bereishit 13:14). After their 
time in Egypt, perhaps influenced by its 
corrosive moral environment or by his 
newfound prosperity, Lot seems to have 
changed for the worse, ultimately leav-
ing Avraham to take up residence in the 
immoral and prosperous Sodom.

When the friction and arguments grew 
between the employees of Lot and Avra-
ham to the point that it became apparent 
that they needed to separate, Avraham 
spoke with Lot (Bereishit 13:8-9): ‘Avram 
said to Lot, “Let there be no strife between 
you and me, between my herdsmen and 
yours, for we are kinsmen. Is not the 
whole land before you? Please separate 
from me; if you go to the left, I will go to 
the right, and if you go to the right, I will 
go to the left.”’ 

Read simply, Avraham is giving Lot first 
choice of location, saying that he will go to 
whichever location Lot does not choose. 
Rashi (13:9), however, reads it differently: 
“Wherever you settle down I will not go 
far from you, and I will stand by you as a 
shield and as a helper. Ultimately, indeed, 

he (Lot) was really in need of him, as it is 
said, (Genesis 14:14) “And Avram heard 
that his brother was taken captive etc.””

Avraham was making a commitment of 
loyalty. Yes, they could not live together. 
Their conflicting values were a recipe 
for day-to-day conflict, and there was no 
way that Avraham could alter his values 
to comport with the path Lot had chosen. 
Yet, even as Lot was rejecting Avraham’s 
value system, Avraham expressed his 
continued and unconditional commit-
ment to him and his well-being. “We may 
not be able to live under the same roof, 
but I will be there for you whenever you 
need me.”

It was not long at all before Avraham 
was given the opportunity to demon-
strate that commitment. When Sodom 
was attacked and Lot was taken captive, 
Avraham – against all odds - set out to res-
cue him. And it was upon returning from 
that battle where he had stood up in loyal 
commitment to Lot, where brotherhood 
stood as an unfailing value over other 
principles, that the nations acknowledged 
Avraham’s moral superiority (see Rashi 
to 14:17).

We must always affirm to each other in 
word and deed: “We are with you. You 
will not need to travel this road alone.” 
Despite any differences we may have, car-
ing for one another’s needs is core to our 
mission and identity as Klal Yisrael. 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

The parsha introduces the Jewish people. 
Avraham journeys to the Land of Israel, is 
promised the Land, spends time in Egypt 
due to a famine, separates from Lot due to 
their great wealth, and rescues Lot when he 
is taken captive in war. Avraham is prom-
ised the Land, though told his descendants 
will spend 400 years in Egypt. Sarah has 
no child, Hagar bears Yishmael, Avraham 
is promised that Sarah will bear a child. He 
is given the mitzvah of mila, circumcision, 
as a sign of the covenant.  

1st Aliya (12:1-13). Avram (while 
we refer to him as Avraham his 
name begins as Avram and is 

KI TEITZEII only changed later) is told to journey to the 
land he will be shown. There he will achieve 
family, fortune and fame. The family jour-
neys with Shechem as their first stop. G-d 
appears to Avraham and promises him the 
Land. He builds an altar. A famine forces the 
family to seek relief in Egypt.

Avraham is the first to be told to journey 
to a place, not away from a place. Adam and 
Eve were sent out of the Garden, Cain sent 
away to wander the earth, Tower of Babel 
the people dispersed. Avraham reverses 
this trend: he is not sent away from G-d but 
pulled near to Him.  

The story of the Torah is the story of 
promises. Avraham is given 3 personal 
promises and one national one. He is told 
he will have family, have fortune and have 
fame. And his people will inherit the Land.  
G-d makes promises to man. Unsolicited, 
perhaps undeserved. Though we come to 
know Avraham as a great man, the Torah is 
mum on any background to receiving these 
promises. For it is a story of G-d’s desire for 
a people – it is His reach to us.

2nd Aliya (12:14-13:4). The fam-
ily goes to Egypt fleeing famine.  
Paro sees Sarah and she is 

taken to his palace. Avraham is lavished 
with wealth because of her. Paro sends 
them away. The family returns to where 
they began, laden with wealth, to call in the 
name of G-d.

Avraham’s 3 promises, family, fortune 
and fame, will be fulfilled one by one.  
First fortune. Promise fulfilled – Avraham 
returns to the land from Egypt laden with 
wealth. The Ramban points out the fore-
shadowing of the Exodus from Egypt – just 
as here Avraham journeys to Egypt because 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

LECH LECHA

May the Torah learned from this TT 
be in loving memory of and לע"נ

שמח שרון פריסר ע"ה
Sharon Preiser a"h
תש"כ – תשע"ה ,1960-2015

On her seventh Yahrzeit
ט"ז מרחשון

Beloved daughter, wife, sister, 
mother, and grandmother

On behalf of the Rubin, Polly
and Preiser Families
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of famine, Paro suffers a plague, Jews leave 
with great wealth, so too this story repeats 
with the entire Jewish nation in the exodus 
from Egypt.  

What does it mean that Avraham called 
in the name of G-d? Ibn Ezra says either 
he prayed. Or he called out to people to 
embrace G-d. Avraham engages the peo-
ple of the Land in knowledge of one G-d, 
a pursuit that exposes him to the people, 
eventually bringing him fame.

3rd Aliya (13:5-18). The herds of 
Avraham and Lot are so 
numerous that their shepherds 

quarrel. They need to separate. Avraham 
allows Lot to choose – you go left, I right.  
You go right, I left. Lot chooses the lush area 
he sees around Sodom and Gemora. Avra-
ham is told by G-d to look over the Land for 
he will have it all forever. And his children 
will be as numerous as the sand of the 
earth. He moves to Hevron and builds an 
altar.

The promise of fortune has been granted.  
But his only family, Lot, moves away. This 
is followed by a reiteration that Avraham’s 
children will inherit the Land – except, he 
has no children. He only has Lot. And Lot’s 
judgment is suspect.

Eyes have been a bit of a problem in 
the Torah so far. Eve looked at the fruit 
and it was beautiful. Before the flood, 
the men looked at the women and chose 
wives.  Lot looks at the Jordan Valley 
and it looks like the lushness of Egypt. 
Looks deceive; for while beautiful, each 
of these failed to consider more than the 
looks. Looking will be replaced for the 
Jew by hearing, Shema, listening to the 
Divine Command. Seeing beauty will be  

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

CCoonnttaacctt  uuss  aatt  AAsshhkkeelloonn  PPrrooppeerrttiieess
ffoorr  tthhee  llaarrggeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  sseeaa--vviieeww
pprrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  rreenntt..

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.

OU ISRAEL CENTER         7

but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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without Divine intervention.
5th Aliya (14:21-15:6). The King 
of Sodom offers Avraham the 
spoils; Avraham demurs. G-d 

promises Avraham that he need not fear, 
for He will be his shield (magen). Avraham 
protests – I have no children. G-d promises 
that his children will inherit his promises.  
He shows him the stars and promises that 
his children will be like those. Avraham 
believes Him.

G-d promises to be Avraham’s shield, 
his “magen”; Malchizedek used the same 
expression, that G-d was Avraham’s 
“magen”. Hence the description we use in 
tefilla of Magen Avraham.

As a conversation starter, G-d says to 
Avraham, “do not fear”. Who said Avra-
ham is afraid? What is he afraid of? Rashi 
comments that Avraham is worried that he 
has been showered with so much from G-d 
already that perhaps he does not deserve 
to have the remaining promises granted.  
The remaining 2 promises are big ones; 
children and the Land of Israel. Perhaps 
I no longer deserve those. Some promises 
are conditional – you deserve it, you will get 
it.  Perhaps he has used up all his merit and 
deserves no more. G-d tells him to not fear 
for his merit is great.

6th Aliya (15:7-17:6). After 
promising Avraham that he 
will have children, G-d again 

promises to him that He will give him the 
Land of Israel. Avraham queries as to how 

usurped by hearing the Command.
4th Aliya (14:1-20). 4 Kings 
make war with 5 Kings. Lot is 
taken captive. Avraham res-

cues him, returning all the spoils and 
captives. The King of Sodom comes out to 
greet Avraham, as does Malchizedek the 
King and Priest of Shalem. Malchizedek 
blesses Avraham to G-d and blesses G-d for 
protecting Avraham.

The promise of fame has been achieved.  
After the heroic rescue of Lot, Avraham 
finds the company of Kings. And of note, 
is the religious language of Malchizedek, 
blessing Avraham with G-d’s name. Avra-
ham’s reputation, his fame, is that of a man 
of faith, a man of G-d.  

2 of the 3 promises he received, those of 
fame and of fortune have been achieved.  
The remaining 2 – of children and of inher-
iting this land are tougher. And lest we 
think that G-d promised a deserted land 
to Avraham, this pitched battle of 9 kings 
belies that. Not only has Avraham been 
promised that his children will inherit the 
Land while he has no children, he has been 
told he will inherit a hotly contested Land.  
While man could, on his own, achieve for-
tune and fame, a childless elderly couple 
cannot achieve children and the Land 

May the Torah learned from 
this TT be לע“נ and in loving memory of 
Fred and Doris (Lieder) Goldsmith

 אורי שרגא בן יהודה דוד ז"ל
(ח' חשון, תשנ"ז)

רייזל דינה בת יוסף ע"ה 
(כ' חשון, תשס"ד) 

Their daughters, Faye, Maureen, Rosi and Esti 
Silton, Friedman, Lennon and Martin families
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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he will know this for certain. In a dramatic 
ceremony of cut birds and a deep sleep, 
Avraham is told his children will be strang-
ers and afflicted in a foreign land for 400 
years. Avraham will die in peace. G-d 
makes a covenant to give the Land to Avra-
ham’s offspring. Sarah has no child. She 
gives Hagar to Avraham and Hagar 
becomes pregnant. Sarah sends Hagar 
away. An angel tells her that her offspring 
will be many. Her child will be cantanker-
ous but powerful. Avraham is 86 when 
Yishmael is born. At age 99 Avraham is told 
to walk before G-d. His name is changed to 
Avraham. 

Avraham was given 3 personal promises 
and one national one. He was promised 
fame and fortune, which he received. He 
is assured he will have children, which he 
believes. But those are promises to him. He 
wonders now about the promise that his 
descendants will inherit the Land of Israel 
– what if they don’t deserve it? G-d puts him 
to sleep, a tardema – the same word used 
when Adam went to sleep and Eve was 
formed – a deep, historic, epic 
sleep. And G-d tells him that 
these promises will be kept.

The Torah continues the 
startling story of G-d’s uncon-
ditional promises to man. Still 
no demands have been made 
of Avraham. But the Torah also 
teaches us a lesson about prom-
ises: patience. The promise that 
the Jewish people will have the 
Land of Israel is going to take 
400 years to happen. Avraham 
will not see that one fulfilled. 
Nor, in fact, will Moshe.  The 
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Torah will end with that one not yet ful-
filled. Man lives patiently with promises 
yet fulfilled.

7th Aliya (17:7-27). Avraham is 
told to circumcise his family as 
a sign of the covenant between 

him and G-d. He is startled at the promise 
that Sarah will have a child at age 90, he 99.  
He suggests that Yishmael could be the next 
generation of the Jewish people. No, while 
Yishmael will be great, Yitzchak will be the 
next generation.

Avraham is reluctant to give up on 
Yishmael as the heir to the Jewish peo-
ple. Perhaps this is Avraham’s persistent 
kindness – he sees good, even greatness 
in Yishmael. But that type of greatness is 
not sufficient: greatness comes in differ-
ent shapes and sizes. Yishmael is great in 
his way: Yitzchak will be great in a differ-
ent way. There is greatness amongst the 
nations of the world: but Jewish greatness 
is different.   

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“And he proclaimed in the name of G-d” (12:8)
“ויקרא בשם ה’” )י”ב:ח(

The Talmud (Sotah 10) quotes Resh Lakish who commented on this Pasuk, -Do not read the word as “he 
proclaimed” but rather “that he caused to proclaim.”

אל תקרי “ויקרא” אלא “ויקריא”
This pasuk is teaching us that Avraham had the ability and charisma to cause others to proclaim and 

utter the name of G-d. The Talmud explains that upon receiving Avraham’s home hospitality, a guest would 
offer to bless Avraham himself. It was at this moment; Avraham would direct the guest to bless the one 
and only G-d who was truly responsible for his food and drink and not Avraham.

Rabbi Shimshon Rafael Hirsch (1808-1888, Frankfurt) writes how this stands out in contrast to the gen-
eration of the Tower of Bavel who lived by a principle “Let us make for OURSELVES a name, “נעשה לנו שם”

Shabbat Shalom

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 40:27- 41:16
The prophet Yeshayahu reminds Israel 

of the Almighty’s power. Hashem has the 
ability to “renew the vigor” of those who 
put their faith in Him.

Highlighting the theme of strength and 
fortitude the prophet turns his attention to 
the idolatrous nations of the world and of-
fers the following message. He emphasizes 
the greatness of Avraham after arriving in 
C’naan that he pursued and defeated four 
mighty kings. “The islands saw and feared: 
the ends if the earth quaked.”

There is a message to be heeded by the peo-
ple of the world when witnessing the power 
of Israel. Seeing the remarkable power of 
God and his people should inspire nations to 
abandon their sinful idolatrous ways.

The prophet also spotlights the eternal 
promise that the Jewish nation will be 
rewarded for their loyalty to God. “Do not 
fear for I am with you; be not dismayed for 
I am your God...Behold all those incensed 
against you shall be ashamed and con-
founded; those who quarreled with you 
shall be as naught and be lost.” 

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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1 positive mitzvah: Brit Milah
A total of 5 sedras have only one mitzvah (an-
other 17 have none and six have 2 or 3 - that 
accounts for 28 sedras, over half of the Torah’s 
54).

MITZVOT

STATS

3rd sedra of 54; 3rd of 12 in B’reishit 
Written on 208 lines, ranks 23 
7 Parshiyot; 3 open, 4 closed 
126 p’sukim - ranks 13th  
1686 words - ranks 18th 
6336 letters - ranks 19th  
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

The Book of 
the Upright

Regular readers of this column are famil-
iar with my dear grandfathers, both of 
whom passed away more than fifty years 
ago, may their memories be a blessing.  
Although they were quite different from 
each other, they both taught me lessons 
that have lasted throughout the years.

Reb Chaim Yitzchak, my father’s father, 
taught me about the great figures of Jew-
ish history. He encouraged me to read their 
biographies and even supplied me with 
specific books. That way, he introduced 
me to a wide range of historical person-
alities, ranging from rabbinic sages such 
as Rashi and Maharshal, and especially to 
the Maharsham, Rabbi of Berzhan, under 
whom he studied before leaving Poland for 
America in the early twentieth century. He 
had no problem with my reading biogra-
phies of distinctly secular individuals such 
as Franz Kafka and Dr. Janusz Korczak.

I vividly recall the day he gifted me with 
a three-volume set entitled Makor Baruch. 
This was the first time that he presented 
me with a book written in Hebrew. Up 
until that time, he understood my Hebrew 
reading skills were limited, and he found 
English language books for me to peruse.

Although I was initially intimidated 

by three thick volumes of Hebrew text, 
I quickly came to realize that the author, 
Rabbi Baruch Epstein, had written a mas-
terwork with which I was familiar, Torah 
Temimah, and had a very clear and simple 
Hebrew style. Rabbi Epstein was a nephew 
of the great Rabbi Naftali Tzvi Yehuda 
Berlin, the dean of the famed Yeshiva of 
Volozhin in late nineteenth-century Lith-
uania. Rabbi Epstein devoted several 
sections of his three-volume work to his 
famous uncle. This was my introduction 
to this unique rabbinic scholar and prolific 
writer, and Rabbi Berlin, known as Netziv, 
has remained one of my favorite heroes to 
this day.

I am occasionally asked to identify a 
passage from Netziv’s vast oeuvre which 
typifies his religious ideology. I have no 
difficulty in doing so. Netziv wrote a com-
prehensive commentary on the entire 
Pentateuch or Chumash. There, we find his 
brilliant and particularly relevant introduc-
tion to the book of Bereshit, Genesis, which 
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we are now reading in the synagogue every 
Shabbat. That introduction is the gem 
which displays his central teaching. 

The Bible, in at least two places, refers 
to a mysterious work known as Sefer 
HaYashar, the “Book of the Upright.” The 
Talmud, Avodah Zara 25a, suggests that this 
work is the Book of Genesis, Bereshit. There 
Rabbi Yochanan explains that Bereshit 
be known as the “Book of the Upright” 
because its major characters, Abraham and 
Isaac and Jacob, were upright individuals 
par excellence. 

Netziv accepts this explanation but won-
ders why the term “upright,” yashar, is 
used rather than terms such as tzaddik, 
righteous, or chassid, pious. Netziv explains 
that there were periods in Jewish history 
where there were individuals who were 
righteous and pious, but not quite upright. 
They were not upright in their relation-
ships with others, often to the extent that 
they were guilty of sinat chinam, of vain 
hatred of their fellows. He goes so far as 
to say that by not being upright, they were 
even capable of murder.

He writes: “The Holy One, Blessed Is 
He is yashar, upright. He cannot tolerate 
those who are merely “righteous” in their 
religious practices but cannot get along 
with others, and commit deeds done for 
the “sake of heaven” which lead to the 
ruin of creation and the destruction of 
society.” The Patriarchs, particularly Abra-
ham, were yesharim, upright souls, who 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l
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“conducted themselves well even with 
decadent pagans, and lived with them with 
love and concern for their well-being.”  

As we read the weekly Torah portions 
at this time of year, we can study just how 
resoundingly Netziv’s words ring true.

One wonders about the origins of upright 
behavior. How did Abraham, for exam-
ple, learn to be yashar? How can we, his 
descendants, instill yashrut, uprightness, in 
ourselves and in our children?

I propose that the answer lies in a verse in 
the Book of Ecclesiates, Kohelet. The verse 
appears at the very end of chapter 7. It reads, 
“The Almighty made men yashar, upright, 
but they sought out many schemes.”

The Book of Kohelet is often read as a 
pessimistic work. But this verse implies 
an alternative to pessimism. Humans are 
not stained by original sin. They are not 

evil from birth and therefore incorrigi-
ble. Quite the contrary. We are all created 
yashar. The word “yashar” literally means 
“straight.” We are all born straight, insists 
Kohelet. But somehow, we seek out crooked 
schemes which distort our straightness. 

I cannot conclude this column with-
out quoting from the wise Rabbi Shimon 
Schwab, of blessed memory. He diagnosed 
our Jewish society as placing our emphasis 
on kashrut but neglecting yashrut. We tend 
to be careful about kosher but need to do 
better with yosher.

Perhaps reflecting upon the narrative of 
the current weekly portions, the words of 
Netziv, and the verse in Kohelet will inspire 
us to be straight, upright, and yashar. We 
will thus conform to the Almighty’s inten-
tions when He created us, and the world 
will be a better place.   

GOOD DEAL!!! In New Talpiot – Spacious  
2 rooms, 50m, recent, Shabbat elevator, 
terrace, calm, store-room, parking

MENDEL 052-8980111
VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!!!!  
In Bustan Baka / In a very beautiful boutique 
building – spacious 2 rooms, ground floor  
(no steps), elevator, balcony, parking – 
2450000 nis

MENDEL 052-8980111
TALBIEH - Building with high ceilings –  
4 spacious rooms, 108m + terrace, approx. 
30m, elevator, to renovate

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
ARNONA HAHADASHA - Very spacious  
5 room apartment, 120m,  in a recent 
luxurious building, terrace, view, 5th floor,  
Shabbat elevator, store-room, parking

MICHAEL 052-3202488

Dr. J
Facial  Aesthetics 

Soften Lines & Reduce Wrinkles  

Botox  |  Fillers 
Hair Growth | Acne Scars 

Jason Cohen, M.D.
 

Certified Aesthetic Medicine Specialist
Anesthesiologist & Interventional Pain Medicine  

 
Modiin Clinic

 050-252-0991 
 



16     TORAH TIDBITS 1490 / LECH LECHA 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         17

Scholar in Residence Rabbi Shai Finkelstein
Shiurim in English & Hebrew

Full children’s program & entertainment for all the family
Full board on Chag & Shabbat and half board Chol Hamoed

Kashrut Rabbanut Mehadrin Mateh Yehuda

Zvi Lapian’s acclaimed Pesach Program for 2023  
invites you to celebrate with your family  

in the Judean Mountains!

Neve Ilan Hotel – 172-room hotel surrounded by nature in the 
majestic Harei Yerushalayim,  just 20 minutes from Jerusalem. 

Enjoy a 

Wonderful Pesach
at Neve Ilan 

zvilapian@gmail.com • Tel. +972-54-740-6389 • www.zvilapian.com  
Toll free UK: 0800-098-8428 • Toll free US: 1-800-376-1803

Ask 
about 

our Pesach 
Program in 
the Galil!



18     TORAH TIDBITS 1490 / LECH LECHA 5783

Journey of the 
Generations

Mark Twain said it most pithily: 
When I was a boy of fourteen, my father 

was so ignorant I could hardly stand to 
have the old man around. But when I got 
to be twenty-one, I was astonished at how 
much the old man had learned in seven 
years.

Whether Freud was right or wrong about 
the Oedipus complex, there is surely this 
much truth to it: that the power and pain 
of adolescence is that we seek to define our-
selves as different, individuated, someone 
other than our parents. 

When we were young they were the sus-
taining presence in our lives, our security, 
our stability, the source that grounds us in 
this world. The first and deepest terror we 
have as very young children is separation 
anxiety: the absence of parents, especially 

of the mother. Young children will play 
happily so long as their mother or care-
giver is within sight. Absent that, and there 
is panic. We are too young to venture into 
the world on our own. It is precisely the 
stable, predictable presence of parents in 
our early years that gives us a basic sense 
of trust in life.

But then comes the time, as we approach 
adulthood, when we have to learn to make 
our own way in the world. Those are the 
years of searching and in some cases, rebel-
lion. They are what make adolescence so 
fraught. The Hebrew word for youth – 
the root is N-A-R – has these connotations 
of ‘awakening’ and ‘shaking.’ We begin 
to define ourselves by reference to our 
friends, our peer-group, rather than our 
family. Often there is tension between the 
generations.

The literary theorist Harold Bloom wrote 
two fascinating books, The Anxiety of Influ-
ence and Maps of Misreading,1 in which, in 
Freudian style, he argued that strong poets 
make space for themselves by deliberately 
misinterpreting or misunderstanding their 

1   Harold Bloom, The Anxiety of Influence: 
A Theory of Poetry (New York: Oxford Uni-
versity Press, 1973); A Map of Misreading 
(New York: Oxford University Press, 1975).
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predecessors. Otherwise – if you were 
really in awe of the great poets that came 
before you – you would be stymied by a 
sense that everything that could be said 
has been said, and better than you could 
possibly do. Creating the space we need to 
be ourselves often involves an adversarial 
relationship to those who came before us, 
and that includes our parents.

One of the great discoveries that tends to 
come with age is that, having spent what 
seems like a lifetime of running away from 
our parents, we have become very much 
like them – and the further away we ran, 
the closer we became. Hence the truth in 
Mark Twain’s insight. It needs time and dis-
tance to see their wisdom, to see how much 
we owe our parents, and to acknowledge 
how much of them lives on in us.

The way the Torah does this in relation 
to Abraham (or Abram as he was then 
called) is remarkable in its subtlety. Lech 
Lecha, and indeed Jewish history, begins 
with the words, “God said to Abraham, ‘Go 
from your land, your birthplace, and your 
father’s house to a land I will show you’” 
(Gen. 12:1). This is the boldest beginning of 
any account of a life in the Hebrew Bible. 
It seems to come from nowhere. The Torah 
gives us no portrait of Abraham’s child-
hood, his youth, his relationship with the 
other members of his family, how he came 
to marry Sarah, or the qualities of charac-
ter that made God single him out to become 
the initiator of what ultimately turned out 
to be the greatest revolution in the religious 
history of humankind, what is called nowa-
days Abrahamic monotheism.

It was this biblical silence that led to the 
midrashic tradition almost all of us learned 
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etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   
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I have argued elsewhere2 that biblical 
narrative is far more subtle than we usu-
ally take it to be. It is deliberately written 
to be understood at different levels at dif-
ferent stages in our moral growth. There is 
a surface narrative. But there is also, often, 
a deeper story that we only come to notice 
and understand when we have reached a 
certain level of maturity (I call this the con-
cealed counter-narrative). Genesis 11-12 is 
a classic example.

Abraham continued a journey 
his father had begun, thereby 
helping Isaac and Jacob, his 
son and grandson, to chart 
their own ways of serving 
God

When we are young we hear the 
enchanting – indeed empowering – story of 
Abraham breaking his father’s idols, with 
its message that a child can sometimes be 
right and a parent wrong, especially when 
it comes to spirituality and faith. Only much 
later in life do we hear the far deeper truth 
– hidden in the guise of a simple genealogy 
at the end of the previous parsha – that 
Abraham was actually completing a jour-
ney his father began.

There is a line in the book of Joshua 
(24:2) – we read it as part of the Hagga-
dah on Seder night – that says, “In the past 

2   Jonathan Sacks, Not in God’s Name: 
Confronting Religious Violence (New York: 
Schocken Books, 2017).

as children, that Abraham broke the idols 
in his father’s house. This is Abraham the 
Revolutionary, the iconoclast, the man of 
new beginnings who overturned every-
thing his father stood for. This is, if you like, 
Freud’s Abraham.

Perhaps it is only as we grow older that 
we are able to go back and read the story 
again, and realise the significance of the 
passage at the end of the previous parsha. 
It says this: 

Terach took his son Abram, his grandson 
Lot,  son of Haran, and his daughter-in-
law Sarai, the wife of his son Abram, and 
together they set out from Ur of the Chal-
deans to go to Canaan. But when they came 
to Harran, they settled there. (Gen. 11:31)

It turns out, in other words, that Abra-
ham left his father’s house long after he 
had left his land and his birthplace. His 
birthplace was in Ur, in what is today 
southern Iraq, but he only separated 
from his father in Harran, in what is now 
northern Syria. Terach, Abraham’s father, 
accompanied him for the first half of his 
journey. He went with his son, at least part 
of the way.

What actually happened? There are two 
possibilities. The first is that Abraham 
received his call in Ur. His father Terach 
then agreed to go with him, intending to 
accompany him to the land of Canaan, 
though he did not complete the journey, 
perhaps because of his advanced age. The 
second is that the call came to Abraham 
in Harran, in which case his father had 
already begun the journey on his own ini-
tiative by leaving Ur. Either way, the break 
between Abraham and his father was far 
less dramatic than we first thought.
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And the Lord said to Abram, "Go forth from your land and from your 
birthplace and from your father's house, to the land that I will show you. 
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your ancestors lived beyond the Euphra-
tes River, including Terach the father of 
Abraham and Nahor. They worshiped 
other gods.” So there was idolatry in Abra-
ham’s family background. But Genesis 11 
says that it was Terach who took Abraham 
from Ur - not Abraham who took Terach 
- to go to the land of Canaan. There was 
no immediate and radical break between 
father and son.

Indeed it is hard to imagine how it could 
have been otherwise. Abram – Abraham’s 
original name – means “mighty father”. 
Abraham himself was chosen “so that he 
will instruct his children and his household 
after him to keep the way of the Lord” (Gen. 
18:19) – that is, he was chosen to be a model 
parent. How could a child who rejected 
the way of his father become a father of 
children who would not reject his way in 
turn?3 It makes more sense to say that Ter-
ach already had doubts about idolatry and 
it was he who inspired Abraham to go fur-
ther, spiritually and physically. Abraham 
continued a journey his father had begun, 
thereby helping Isaac and Jacob, his son 
and grandson, to chart their own ways of 
serving God – the same God but encoun-
tered in different ways.

Which brings us back to Mark Twain. 
Often we begin by thinking how different 
we are from our parents. It takes time for 
us to appreciate how much they helped us 
become the people we are. Even when we 

3   Rashi (on Gen. 11:31) says it was to 
conceal the break between son and father 
that the Torah records the death of Terach 
before God’s call to Abraham. However, see 
Ramban ad loc.

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

thought we were running away, we were 
in fact continuing their journey. Much of 
what we are is because of what they were.

Around the Shabbat Table:
How are you similar to your parents, and 

how are you different?
Are you continuing the journey your par-

ents began?
If Terach worshipped idols, why do you 

think it is important for Rabbi Sacks to sug-
gest that Avraham was still influenced by 
him and continued his journey? 
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This week’s haftarah is taken from 
the fortieth perek of Sefer Yisha-
yahu, a perek familiar to most of 

us, the chapter that begins with Hashem’s 
cry to His prophets “Nachamu, Nachamu 
Ami”, to comfort His grieving nation. That 
cry, which opens the series of haftarot 
of consolation, is also the chapter that 
opens prophecies of redemption in Sefer 
Yishayahu. 

As we bask in the light of the recently 
observed chagim - as we still sense the 
sanctity of the Yamim Nora’im and feel the 
joy of Succot, it is more than curious as to 
why the last few haftarot are taken from 
the geula section of the navi Yish’ayahu, 
and why the themes are so similar to (and, 
indeed, are sometimes the very same as) 
those haftarot that are read following 
Tish’a B’av. After all, the Parasha of Bre-
ishit deals with Hashem’s Creation of the 
universe, the ParashaNo’ach deals with the 
rebuilding of the world through the righ-
teous Noah and our parasha tells us the 
story of the progenitor of our nation, the 
saintly Avraham? What need did Chazal 
have to establish these readings and 
share words of comfort for these specific  

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

Torah portions?
Rav Moshe Lichtenstein opines that 

each parasha leaves us with worry for the 
future: Parashat Breishit closes with G-d’s 
decision to destroy Man, due to the wide-
spread corruption He sees; Parashat No’ach 
tells the story of the rebellious generation 
of Migdal Bavel, while Parashat Lech L’cha 
leaves us with the barren Sarah, still pray-
ing for a child.  The first two Torah portions 
depict individuals and societies that failed 
to meet the challenges set for them by G-d, 
while the third one ends with only a begin-
ning to the solution.    

Rav Lichtenstein writes that it is almost 
a depressing experience to study these 
chapters and, therefore, we need encour-
agement and support, feeling, as we might, 
unworthy and incapable of ever approach-
ing G-d. These haftarot, therefore, attempt 
to give a positive “spin” to the events in 
order to console and reassure future gen-
erations.  The first selection depicts the 
redemption, giving hope for the future, 
while the second selection (for Parashat 
No’ach) comforts the people, describing the 
“mei Noa’ch,” the waters of the flood, as the 
trigger for G-d’s brit never again to destroy 
as He had then.

Today’s haftarah is taken from the 40th 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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chapter of the prophet and is the contin-
uation of the prophecy of “Nachamu.” But 
whereas the beginning of the chapter por-
trays G-d’s omniscience and power, His 
greatness and domination, this second part 
speaks of His closeness to Man and the abil-
ity of Man to reach Him and bond with the 
divine-precisely as Avraham Avinu had.  
Indeed, as the haftarah points out, it is 
Hashem Himself who will give strength to 
the weary and courage to the fearful.  It is 
He who will help us draw closer to Him and 
meet the challenges He places before us.

The story of Avraham and Sarah marks 
the beginning of a nation who would 
spread Hashem’s light to all.  

It is the message of the navi that reas-
sures us and teaches that, with G-d’s help, 
we can carry out G-d’s divine mission for 
us. 
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Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Avraham’s 
Challenges 

This week we will take issue with some-
thing that does not appear in the parsha, 
which in fact one would have thought 
should have been recorded in the Torah.  

The mishna in Avot (5:3) states that Avra-
ham passed all ten nisyonot (challenges) 
posed to him by Hashem.  Although it is not 
clear exactly what each of these challenges 
are, virtually all mefarshim agree that the 
imperative of Lech Lecha – to leave his 
father’s home and his birthplace to trans-
fer to a yet unknown destination, is one of 
the ten.  

At the end of last week’s parsha when 
we are told that Avraham left Ur Kasdim, 
Rashi informs us that the location received 
its name because that is where Avraham 
was saved from a fiery furnace (Ur- means 
fire and Kasdim was the name of the city).  
The midrash describes that after Avra-
ham destroyed his father’s idols, he was 
brought before Nimrod who demanded 
that Avraham denounce monotheism or 
be sentenced to death.  When Avraham 

refused, he was thrown into a fiery fur-
nace.  Miraculously Avraham was saved.   
Being willing to be killed for his allegiance 
to God is a far greater nisayon than leaving 
his hometown.   Why then is this event not 
recorded in the Torah? 

The Igra Dekala (Bnei Yissachar) explains 
that if the Ur Kasdim event was highlighted 
in the Torah, one may conclude that 
Avraham dedicated his life to spreading 
monotheism because he was saved in this 
miraculous event.   It would dilute the fact 
that Avraham’s love was independent of 
that act - אהבה שאינה תלויה בדבר – Avraham 
believed in God not out of gratitude for 
being saved, but for the mere fact that he 
was born!   

Rav Simcha Zissel Broide, the Rosh 
Yeshiva of Chevron Yeshiva (cited by Rabbi 
Frand) offers an insightful explanation.   
There are two types of nisyonot that we 
face.  There are “glamorous” nisyonot  - 
moments that define who we are – and 
there are “little” seemingly less significant 
nisyonot that we experience on a day-to-
day basis.  

When one faces a large challenge that 
may involve significant self-sacrifice, one 
often musters up enough courage and 
determination to withstand the challenge.  
So many Jews were willing to be burned 
at the stake due to their religious commit-
ment. Yet, the challenges one faces on a 
daily basis are often harder to endure.  
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Ur Kasdim was a defining moment for 
Avraham.  Is he to sacrifice himself in 
the name of God, or submit to Nimrod’s 
request to defile the name of the Almighty.  
People often rise above their expected 
ability when confronted by such defining 
moments.  

Several years ago a bus driver identified 
a terrorist boarding a bus and was able to 
keep him from entering the bus and killing 
many innocent passengers.  The bus driver 
was not a strong fellow, but due to the 
imminent danger, he rose to the occasion.  
Afterwards, he expressed that if one were 
to have asked if he would perform such a 
heroic act, he would have definitely said 
no.  However, in the spur of the moment, 
something came over him that enabled 
him to act as his did.  

This is the test of the Ur Kasdim variety.  
When we face a challenge and our adren-
alin, or some other inner strength enables 
us to supersede our fear or selfishness and 
act like true heroes.  Yet, these moments are 
fleeting.  They do not accurately depict a 
person. 

The true test of one’s character is the way 
in which they face daily challenges.  Does 
one go to minyan on a stormy day?  Does 
one study with his child after a busy day 
at the office? Does one give charity when 
under financial stress?   No one considers 
making the right decision in these situa-
tions to be the essence of heroism, yet they 
are defining moments.  

After Yitzhak descends from the Akeda, 
Chazal tell us he went to study at the 
Yeshiva of Shem and Ever.  What more 
did he have to learn after experiencing 
this momentous challenge?  The Shemen 

HaTov explains that Yitzhak was willing 
to die Al Kiddush Hashem, now he had to 
learn how to live a life that would exem-
plify a kiddush Hashem.   Yitzhak had to 
strengthen his ability to withstand the 
ordinary challenges that he will experience 
on a daily basis.  That requires additional 
training. 

The Lech Lecha nisayon is dealing with 
the less glamorous daily challenges.  The 
issues we face with our family members, 
neighbors, work colleagues and with our 
finances, day in and day out.  The Torah did 
not explicitly record the Ur Kasdim episode, 
although it was spectacular, because what 
truly defines a person is the way in which 
one deals with the everyday moments.   
May we gain the strength to shine when 
confronted with these mundane chal-
lenges. 
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Afflictions 
Affect

There are many aspects of the relation-
ship between Sarah Imeinu and Hagar 
that demand exploration and explanation. 
Yet, two particular words are notably curi-
ous, “vate’aneha Sarai – and Sarai afflicted 
her (Hagar).” (Bereisheet 16;6) After Sarah 
gives her maidservant Hagar to Avram, 
Hagar immediately conceives and begins 
to treat Sarah with disdain. Can we accept 
this “afflicting” as Sarah Imeinu’s reac-
tion to Hagar’s disrespect? How are we to 
understand Sarah Imeinu here, this great 
woman, mother of our nation, as causing 
distress to another person? 

Ramban indeed notes that this was a fail-
ing on Sarah Imeinu’s part, and the Jewish 
people are suffering from her behavior 
to this day. Throughout the generations, 
Hagar’s descendants, the Arab nation, 

have been afflicting us. According to the 
Ramban, this is a measure for measure 
response to what Sara Imenu did. Because 
the Avot and Imahot were so great, their 
actions have ramifications for all time, for 
good, and otherwise.

It may even have been greater 
than giving Hagar to Avram to 
begin with

Rav Eliyahu Ki Tov, in Sefer Haparshi-
yot has a more positive perspective. He 
explains that great people are tested in 
areas that run counter to their defin-
ing middot. If a person whose middah 
is chessed, can never act in a harsh way 
when the circumstances demand that he 
does, then he cannot really be considered 
a person of chessed. He is rather led by soft 
or weak emotions. It is only when one can 
use his middot appropriately, that we know 
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he is consciously in control of this middah. 
Thus, we see Avraham Avinu continually 
being tested to act with harshness, some-
times even cruelty, to truly ascertain the 
strength of his middat hachessed. Likewise, 
the unusual situation between Sarah and 
Hagar was a test for Sarah Imeinu. Was 
she able to act against her nature to prove 
her ability to act appropriately under any 
circumstance? In this regard, Sarah Imeinu 
passed her test and it is considered a great 
merit to her. It may even have been greater 
than giving Hagar to Avram to begin with. 
We see from here that there are times 
when it is appropriate to act with strength 
and it takes wisdom and consultation to 
know what is called for when.

Rav Sher, in Leket Sichot Mussar takes a 
completely different, and rather creative 
approach. Sarah Imeinu oversaw teaching 
Torah to the women of her community. 
Hagar’s role was similar to that of Eliezer 
in the Beit Midrash of Avraham Avinu. 
They were responsible for facilitating and 
explaining the teachings. When Hagar 
married Avraham Avinu, she felt that she 
could be promoted to the role of teacher, 
not simply a coordinator and assistant. 
Sarah Imeinu understood that Hagar was 
not capable of the more advanced position 
and demoted Hagar to her previous role. 
For Hagar, this was the greatest affliction 
possible, she had a deep desire to educate 
and develop. Indeed, we see that Hagar 
merited to see many angels when she fled.  
She had a deep spiritual side to her, but 
unfortunately, she allowed her haughtiness 
to be her undoing. The lesson is clear; genu-
ine service of Hashem comes with humility 
and self-effacement. 

+972 058-7567437
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

L’chaim!
Rav Yitzchak Zilber, zt’l, legendary cham-

pion of Russian Jewry, was a humble talmid 
chacham and teacher whose incredible 
self sacrifice and dedication inspired and 
strengthened generations of Jews. Having 
been imprisoned in gulags of the former 
Soviet Union, he escaped to Tashkent and 
later arrived in Eretz Yisrael, where he con-
tinued his efforts in teaching Torah around 
the clock. Thousands of Russian olim to the 
Holy Land sought his counsel and Torah 
instruction. 

In the early 1970’s, most Jews from the 
USSR arrived without a bris milah. While 
the country scrambled to accommodate 
the waves of Aliyah, neither the Ministry 
of Absorption nor the Chief Rabbinate were 
prepared for the challenge of providing to 
the masses an opportunity to do this mitz-
vah. The bureaucratic mechanics created a 
waiting period of weeks. As it is extremely 
important not to delay the essential mitz-
vah of milah, Rav Zilber worked feverishly 
to help the olim accomplish it as soon as 
possible. In Yerushalayim, he reconnected 
with Dr. Yaakov Tzatzkis, a urologist who 
had performed clandestine circumcisions 
in Moscow. Together, they made count-
less brisim in their own homes, and across 
Eretz Yisrael, for Russian Jews of all ages. 

Dr. Tzatzkis recalled: 

After a bris, it’s customary to drink 
l’chaim. We would bring a bottle of wine, 
maybe a little vodka to help ease the pain 
and some cookies or cake. Sometimes the 
baalei simcha themselves would bring 
something.

One cold and rainy day we had the unex-
pected opportunity to perform a bris at 
Bikur Cholim hospital in Yerushalayim. Rav 
Yitzchak suddenly came running to meet 
me at the hospital, and arrived with a bot-
tle of wine and some cookies. I saw that he 
wasn’t wearing a coat. 

The next day, again, I met him outside 
without a coat. “Rav Yitzchak, this is not 
like winter in Moscow, but it is raining and 
cold! Why aren’t you wearing a coat?” He 
mumbled something unintelligible. When I 
pressed him further, Rav Yitzchak relented: 
“OK, so I pawned it….” 

I looked at him inquisitively. 
“When you called me to join you for the 

bris yesterday,” he explained, “I ran out of 
the house right away. My wife didn’t have 
any warning to prepare something for the 
simcha. I didn’t have any money in my 
pockets. What was I supposed to do? We 
needed some mezonos and wine to cele-
brate the bris. So I walked into the store on 
Rechov Strauss down the block from the 
hospital, gave them my coat, and they gave 
me what I needed. How could a Yid enter 
the covenant of Avraham Avinu without a 
l’chaim to celebrate?
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אֶל־ ה׳  וַיֵּרָא  נִים  שָׁ ע  וְתֵשַׁ נָה  שָׁ עִים  שְׁ ן־תִּ בֶּ אַבְרָם  וַיְהִי 

אַבְרָם

ךְ לְפָנַי וֶהְיֵה תָמִים: י הִתְהַלֵּ -דַּ  וַיֹאמֶר אֵלָיו אֲנִי־אֵ-ל שַׁ

When Avram was ninety-nine years old, 
Hashem appeared to Abram and said to 
him, “I am E-l Sha-dai. Walk in My ways 
and be tamim, wholehearted.

מְאֹד מְאֹד… ה אוֹתְךָ בִּ ינִי וּבֵינֶךָ וְאַרְבֶּ נָה בְרִיתִי בֵּ  וְאֶתְּ

I will establish My covenant between 
Me and you, and I will make you exceed-
ingly numerous (you will multiply you very 
greatly).
חֲרֶיךָ  ינִי וּבֵינֵיכֶם וּבֵין זַרְעֲךָ אַֽ מְרוּ בֵּ שְׁ ר תִּ רִיתִי אֲשֶׁ זֹאת בְּ

ל־זָכָר: הִמּוֹל לָכֶם כָּ

This is My covenant, which you shall 
observe between Me and between you 
and between your offspring after you, that 
every male among you be circumcised.

(17:1-2, 10)
This was the first time in history that the 

Ribbono Shel Olam invited us all into an 
exclusive, sacred covenant and partner-
ship. Milah thus connects us to everyone 
who came before us, as well as everyone 
who will come after us. It opens for us a 
blessing for national growth, development 
and expansion מְאֹד מְאֹד   .בִּ

The practice of milah is rooted in the rec-
ognition that Hashem created the world 
in an ‘imperfect’ state, and that Hashem’s 
mitzvos are obligations and opportuni-
ties to work toward improving Creation 
and perfecting the world. The mitzvah of 
milah has and will always remain a defin-
ing symbol and sign of our commitment to 
Yiddishkeit and to Hashem. 

During the Second Temple period, 
Greco-Roman culture centered around 

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

JERUSALEM SALES 
EXCITING PROJECTS, BUILDINGS:
Presales, Under Construction, Ready to Move In.
Buildings and Villas w/building rights + permits
Call for more information
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
OLD CITY 
Magnicent 8+ room home with view to Har Habayit!
HAR NOF
* NEW ON MARKET!

Centrally located! 4.5 rooms, low oor, elevator, MB 
en suite, succah, machsan, Immediate

* Shlav A - 170 sqm duplex garden apt. , open view!
* Shlav A - 4 bdrms, renovated, spacious LR DR, succah
* Shlav B - 200 sqm garden duplex apartment,

beautiful kitchen, wrap around garden.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE

www.eifermanrealty.com

continued on page 38
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Monday mornings 10.30-12.30
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana

Knitting Club at the OU Israel CenterKnitting Club at the OU Israel Center  
every other Thursday beginning  
July 21, 1:30-3:00pm  
Call 052-734-6354 for details

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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adulation of the ‘perfect’ human body, and 
specifically the male physique. Meanwhile, 
generations of Jews faced gezeiros, severe 
decrees banning milah, and doing the mitz-
vah required great self-sacrifice. Midrash 
Tanchumah, (Tazria 5) relates a debate 
between the great sage and martyr, the 
heilgeh Rebbe Akiva, and the evil Roman 
governor of Judea, Turnus Rufus:

The wicked Turnus Rufus challenged 
Rebbe Akiva: “Which is better and more 
beautiful, the works of the Almighty, or 
those of flesh and blood? Rebbe Akiva 
replied, “The works of flesh and blood are 
more beautiful.”

Turnus Rufus then asked, “Why are 
Jews circumcised?” Rebbe Akiva replied, “I 
knew you would ask this and that is why 
I pre-empted you and answered that the 
works of man are superior.” 

Rebbe Akiva then brought sheaves of grain 
and loaves of bread. “These sheaves are the 
works of the Hakadosh Baruch Hu, while 
these loaves are the works of flesh and blood. 

“Are not the loaves superior?”
The Midrash concludes with a lesson that 

the commandments that HaKadosh Baruch 
Hu gives us are הֶם  to purify and ,לְצָרֵף אוֹתָם בָּ
further refine us. 

An interpretation of God’s name Sha-dai is 
She’amar l’olamo dai, “The One who said to 
His world, ‘Enough.’” This refers to Hashem 
halting the expansion and development of 
the world before it would become com-
plete or ‘perfect’. In doing so, Hashem left 
space for us to apply our creative efforts to 
improve His world. By holding back from 
completing Creation, Hashem enables us to 

participate in a continuous expansion that 
is qualitative as well as quantitative. 

All of Creation had been ‘yearning’ to 
be more, to be greater, to be fulfilled and 
self-actualized. Had Sha-dai not told Cre-
ation to stop, there would have been no 
sheaves of wheat for Rebbe Akiva to bring 
before Turnus Rufus — for they would 
have already evolved on their own into 
baked loaves of bread. 

It is the name Sha-dai — this attribute 
which leaves the male body ‘incomplete’ 
— which obliges us to bring a Jewish child 
into the covenant. This is what allows us to 
participate in ‘completing the creation’ of 
the child’s body.

לָכֶם  וַהֲרִיקֹתִי  מַיִם  אֲרֻבּוֹת הַשָּׁ לָכֶם אֵת  ח  אֶפְתַּ אִם־לֹא 

לִי־דָי׃ רָכָה עַד־בְּ בְּ

“I will surely open the floodgates of the 
sky for you and pour down blessings on 
you until there will not be sufficient room 
for them!” (Malachi, 3:10)

Gemara (Taanis, 22b) explains this verse: 
“Hashem will bless us ad bli dai, with an 
excess of blessings, beyond that which we 
require, with an abundance so great that עד 
 our lips will be worn“ שיבלו שפתותיכם מלומר די
out (yivlu) from saying Dai, ‘It is enough!’”

From bread to Bris Milah, may we live 
with the awareness and appreciation that 
everything is וּבֵינֵיכֶם ינִי   between us and“ ,בֵּ
Hashem”; may we celebrate our role and 
privilege as co-creators, with overflowing 
blessings. L’chaim!  

continued from page 31

YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345
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ONLY 2 MORE WEEKS TO SIGN UP!! 

    RABBI BEREL WEIN 
8 INTERESTING PEOPLE THAT  
WE MET ON THE WAY HOME 

8 Consecutive Saturday nights at 8 PM 
November 19-January 14 (except Chanukah) 

 

There are three different ways to see each lecture. 1) See it live at Beit Knesset 
Hanassi (24 Ussishkin) or 2) live Zoom through a link you will receive 3) Any 

lecture you missed will be sent to you after the series is completed.   
ONLY 250 NIS PER FAMILY FOR THE ENTIRE SERIES 

November 19 – NAFTALI ZVI YEHUDA BERLIN  November 26 – BARON EDMUND DE ROTHSCHILD 

December 3 --  THEODORE HERZL    December 10 – CHAIM WEIZMANN 

December 17 – DAVID BEN GURION   (No Lecture on Chanukah,  December 24) December 31 – ZEV JABOTINSKY 

January 7 – JUDGE LOUIS BRANDEIS   January 14 – MENACHEM BEGIN 

For questions, forms, to register, write nachum@jewishdestiny.com   

J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

FOR SALE NEAR BAYIT-V'GAN: 
In Holyland - 
4 well-planned rooms, master bedroom suite, 
balcony, amazing view, 7th floor, 2 parking 
spaces! MICHAL  053-6550737

Great potential in Verdant Kiryat Yovel 
(Zangvill St.), half of two-family home (original 
80m house) on large plot, building rights. 
immediate. MOSHE  053-6305725

Unique Duplex in pastoral Kiryat Hayovel 
(Anilevich St.) - well-designed, 7 rooms,  
(~ 200m), Sukkah terrace, private parking, 
quiet, view! MARGALIT  053-5278830
All 3 exclusive properties are near BAYIT-V'GAN,  Malha 
(Technological Park, Malha Mall, and the Sports Centers) 
Shaare Zedek & Haddassah Medical Centers, Begin and  
#16 highways leading to all parts of the city and beyond
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Parshat Lech Lecha opens with 
Hashem’s instruction to Avram to 
leave behind his ancestral home-

land and depart for the Land of Israel. It is in 
this Land that he will become a great nation, 
be blessed and his name will become great. 
Rashi explains that in addition to Avram’s 
name becoming greatly recognized for 
his accomplishments, there is more being 
alluded to in the words- V’Agadla Sheme-
cha- and your name will be great. 
שעד  שמך,  על  אות  מוסיף  הריני  שמך,  ואגדלה  זהו 

עולה  ואברהם  אברהם,  ואילך  מכאן  אברם  שמך  עכשיו 

רמ”ח כנגד איבריו של אדם  

And this is the meaning of and I will make 
your name great. I will add a letter to your 
name, for until now, your name was Avram. 
From now on your name will be Avraham, 
and Avraham equals 248, corresponding to 
the parts of the human body.

So according to Rashi, when Hashem  
promises Avram that his name will 
become great, it is an allusion to the fact 
that Hashem will add an additional letter to  

Avram’s  name and he will be known from 
then on as Avraham, and that the numeri-
cal value of his new name corresponds the 
parts of the human body. How are we to 
understand this interpretation offered by 
Rashi? What is the significance of Avra-
ham’s, new,”great name” corresponding to 
the parts of the human body?

In a fascinating teaching, the Avodat Ela-
zar, the Kozshnitzer Rebbe zy’a, explains 
that when we first are introduced to Avram, 
his name connotes that he is the Av Ram- 
he is the “father” if you will, of teaching 
the world about Romemut Hashem - that 
there is one G-d who exists above and 
beyond this world. However, as he enters 
into Eretz Yisrael, his understanding of our 
relationship to Hashem evolves to become 
more complete as reflected in the promise 
V’Agadla Shemecha your name will become 
great. 

His new name Avraham which cor-
responds to all the various parts which 
come together to form a complete human 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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being, represents the transformation to a 
more complete spiritual clarity, no longer 
teaching the world solely about Romemut 
Hashem- but also teaching the world about 
Gadlut Hashem- the greatness of G-d. 

The name Avram marks the 
beginning of his spiritual 
journey

The Rebbe explains further, that the term 
Gadlut- greatness can only be measured 
when an item is placed near something 
that is smaller or less than the item that is 
gadol. So too, Avraham’s new name rep-
resents a spiritual evolution in Avraham’s  
own understanding of his relationship with 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, which he begins to 
share with the entire world. The name 
Avram marks the beginning of his spiritual 
journey, teaching others about the one G-d 
who exists beyond our world. However, 
the more sophisticated understanding, 
represented by his new name Avraham, 
represents a transition where he begins 
to teach the world that Hashem is para-
doxically also gadol - Hashem is  great and 
imminently present in our lives, even as 
His presence remains beyond our physical 
capacity to see or grasp. 

Yehi Ratzon, may each of us merit to heed 
this powerful teaching from the Rebbe of 
Kozshnitz, and work to embrace the par-
adox that represents a more complete, 
heightened spiritual awareness, that even 
though Hashem  may be physically beyond 
us here in this world, His great presence is 
indeed imminent and here with us, in each 
and every moment. 

3,990,000 NIS

Exclusive to ZIMUKI. In Baka, a 180 sq.m
semidetached cottage with 30 sq.m privet
garden & parking. Needs renovation with
option for  a separate unit.

8,900,000 NIS

02-5638221

zimuki.com

9,300 NIS

German Colony. Brand new garden apt.  
 87 sq.m. 2.5 beds. with a 70 sq.m privet
garden. parking and storage.

Rechavia, Herzog St. close to Azza st.
A 90 sq.m. 3 beds apt. 1.5 baths. second
floor, with elevator. Bright facing view.
Parking in building & privet storage.

3,330,000 NIS

zimuki@zahav.net.il
Ruth Abrahami
054-8070677

Ruth St. Newly renovated. 3 beds apt. 1.5
bath. ground floor, a new kitchen. A/C,
privet parking. Available now. 7,800 NIS

Kiryat Moshe St. new building. 130 sq.m. 
 4 beds luxuary apt. 2.5 baths. 16 sq.m.
balcony. parking and storage.

Shifra and Rivka 
properties!

Shifra lopian 0526735300

UNIQUE DUPLEX  
IN RECHAVIA  

with roof top terrace!
Gorgeous views, roof rights, 

Parking, 3 bed, 2.5 bath
Option to purchase  

another unit and attach

5.25m nis
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

The First 
World War

Avraham’s long-awaited debut is finally 
here. Summoned by Hashem, Avraham 
had journeyed to Israel, and had disen-
gaged from his family, his homeland, 
and his past. Having arrived in northern 
Israel he begins his lifelong undertaking to 
educate about a “one G-d” and to deliver 
prosperity to a struggling world. 

A bloody 25-year war erupts, ultimately 
drawing him onto the battlefield. Avraham 
successfully halts the hostilities, preventing 
further casualties and restoring interna-
tional harmony.

This intrepid act of heroism character-
izes Avraham’s divine calling. Avraham 
had revolutionized humanity’s vision of 
G-d. The ancients had imagined their gods 
as angry or as vindictive, grotesque figures 
who took sadistic delight in toying with 
their human playthings. Avraham was the 
first to speak of a compassionate and kind 
Creator who took a loving interest in human 
welfare. Religion, Avraham argued, would 
enhance the human condition, rather than 

defeat it. In his first public function Avra-
ham ends a bloody war, demonstrating 
that religion is synchronous with human 
prosperity 

In addition to preventing further casu-
alties, Avraham also rescued his captured 
nephew Lot. Sefer Bereishit is primarily a 
tale about families and relationships. Most 
of the sefer portrays the family life of the 
people who first discovered Hashem. Fam-
ily life in Bereishit provides a template for 
our relationship with Hashem. Hashem is 
our father, and he cares for us in the very 
same manner that we care for our own 
children. Our covenant with Hashem is 
founded upon the same principles of com-
mitment and mutual obligation which 
frame our own marriages. 

Family relationships are predicated upon 
trust, devotion and loyalty. You never walk 
out on family. Yet, Avraham did walk out 
on his family. His sudden and abrupt 
departure from Ur Casdim could be mis-
understood as abandonment of his family. 
How could this man “hypocritically” preach 
about a new religion modeled after family 
life, when he deserted his own father? How 
could this man lecture about religion and 
family when he had discarded his own 
family in Iraq? 

By endangering himself and rescuing Lot, 
Avraham proved that his departure from 
Ur Casdim wasn’t abandonment, but emi-
gration to a better place. Once he arrived 
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in Israel and was no longer threatened by 
the ideological pressures of Ur Casdim, he 
demonstrated his loyalty and commitment 
to family by saving Lot. 

So, the narrative about the 25-years war 
is vital to showcase Avraham’s role as 
international peacemaker and to highlight 
his devotion to family. Evidently, though, 
there are additional layers to this story. The 
Torah’s description of these wars is far too 
detailed for a brief “expose” upon family 
devotion and international peacekeeping. 
The Torah meticulously lists the protago-
nists and antagonists, the battlefields, and 
the chronology. Had the function of this 
story been merely to highlight Avraham’s 
intercession, the extensive details of the 
war would be unnecessary. Obviously, 
there is much more to this war account than 
merely Avraham’s heroic intervention.

Four Empires  
Chazal associate the four kings of this 

powerful military axis with the four leg-
endary empires of Babylonia, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. The Roman empire, of 
course, isn’t limited to the geographical 
empire of Rome, but refers to all of Western 
civilization which was heavily influenced 
by Roman culture and science. Each of 
these four empires rose to prominence, 
dominated world affairs, and influenced 
human culture.

The four ancient kings of parshat Lech 
lecha foreshadow the four central empires 
which drove human history. The wars of 
Lech Lecha are also symbolic, represent-
ing the arc of political history which will 
be driven by four dominant empires. Why 
does redemptive history begin with a syn-
opsis of future political history?

HaRav Brody 3
Jerusalem

#9 FEATURES:
• 156 sqm penthouse
•18 sqm balconies
• 4 bedrooms
• 7 sqm storage unit

Offered at:
6,4540,000NIS

#10 FEATURES:
• 190 sqm penthouse
•23 sqm balconies
• 6 bedrooms
• 9 sqm storage unit
• Sukkahbalcony

Offered at:
8,100,000NIS

In a new project on the 
quient and central Harav 
Brody St., two duplex 
penthouse apartments 
for sale.

HaRav Brody 3
JERUSALEM

Offered at:  

6,450,000 NIS
Offered at:  

8,100,000 NIS

In a new project on the quiet and central
Harav Brody St., two duplex penthouse
apartments are for sale.
Amazing view of the Knesset and
Rehavia valley.

#9 FEATURES:

• 156 sqm Penthouse

• 18 sqm Balconies 

• 4 Bedrooms

• 7 sqm S torage Unit

#10 FEATURES:

• 190 sqm Penthouse

• 23 sqm Balconies 

• 6 Bedrooms

• 9 sqm S torage Unit

• Sukkah Balcony

T   +972-2-567-0303  E: info@prosperity-realestate.com
p r o s p e r i t y - r e a l e s t a t e . c o m

Ilana Nelson        054.5341403

www.integrityrealestate.co.il

FOR SALE 
2 BDRM GARDEN APT IN KATAMONIM

YEHUDAH HANASI ST #13
INCREDIBLE POTENTIAL TO EXPAND

2 PRIVATE ENTRANCES
LARGE WRAP AROUND GARDEN

3.3 MILLION NIS

FOR RENT
4.5 ROOM APT IN TALBIEH

MENDELE ST CLOSE TO INBAL HOTEL
3 BDRMS, 1.5 BATHS

BALCONY, STORAGE, PARKING
7800 NIS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY
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Politics, Persecution and Redemption
The account of this world war provides 

us with our first encounter with kings 
and monarchs. Before this war, humanity 
lived in loosely structured political settings 
They lived nomadic and indistinct lives, 
rarely establishing durable political sys-
tems. Though the “Tower of Bavel” society 
constructed a soaring tower, they didn’t con-
struct an organized system of governance. 
They trusted human cooperation to spur 
progress and prosperity. When their coop-
erative spirit failed, their society disbanded, 
and the population scattered across the 
globe. There was no political framework in 
place to maintain social cohesion. 

These shapeless and lawless societies also 
created a moral vacuum. Without estab-
lished socio-political hierarchies, ethical 
value systems did not take root. The gen-
eration of the flood pitted “all against all” 
in a violent competition for resources- both 
material and human. No political order, no 
social stability, and no accepted set of values 
and cultural norms.

That all changed as kings arose who 
formed stable societies and sustainable 
nations. The anarchy and mayhem of 
the generation of the flood was replaced 
by order and hierarchy. The political 

condition of humanity was stabilized by 
these supreme monarchs who imposed 
order and authority. 

Tragically, humanity paid a steep price 
for this political organization and the sta-
bility it provided. By empowering supreme 
rulers with unlimited authority humanity 
began to face persecution and exploitation 
by these mighty leaders. These four mon-
archs amassed too much power and began 
to persecute weaker monarchs. Amrafel, in 
particular, abused his power by tyranniz-
ing the residents of Ur Casdim, including 
Avraham. Anyone who disagreed with his 
religious ideology was promptly cast into 
a fiery furnace. Additionally, Chazal claim 
that Amrafel was the very same Nimrod 
whose cruel treatment incited this world-
wide rebellion spearheaded by five weaker 
monarchs. The newly minted monarchs did 
provide durable political structures but, just 
the same, they wreaked havoc upon human 
liberty.  

At that stage Hashem will be 
universally acknowledged as 
the supreme authority

At the dawn of time, just as Avraham 
began to author redemptive history, human-
ity began experimenting with political 
systems. Tragically, humanity discovered 
how difficult it is to calibrate between law 
and order and human freedom and jus-
tice. This experiment erupted into violent 
wars which highlighted the fragility of this 
balance and humanity’s frustration at not 
crafting a better system. 

The political experimentation, launched 

For Sale:  In the Heart of  
Old Katamon - 4 rooms, ground 
floor, 90m, garden 80m in use - 
with neighbor agreement, high 
ceilings - aprox 4m, parking in 
use, 2 bathrooms, large balcony 

(not Sukka), Sukka in the garden, 
in reasonable condition, no agents 
please call Cochava:  0506536550
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BUY YOUR DREAM PENTHOUSE 

ABOUT THE PROPERTY
Unique penthouse apartment with panaramic
views, lots of natural light, Located in the heart
of Jerusalem, Arnona. The building has a
Synagogue on the ground floor, which has daily
services all year round. The building has a
manager available on call for all your needs.
Very friendly Anglo neighbours. Highly
recommended option for a couple looking to
retire in Jerusalem with a religious Anglo
environment, good location, quiet, and
beautiful views 

PRIMA LEVI 8 
FEATURES

87 SQM 

Apt.

70 SQM 

Private 

roof

5 SQM 

Balcony 

off living 

room 

2 Bedrooms

1.5 

Bathrooms

High 

ceilings

Private 

parking

Shabbat 

Elevator 
Asking price

3,475,000 NIS

Call us to arrange a viewing

054-2074969
EXCLUSIVE

Kaufman Realty 
Agent fee - 2% + VAT

thousands of years ago, has continued 
throughout the millennia. We have tested 
various forms of government from mon-
archies to oligarchies, from theocracies to 
democracies, from socialism to commu-
nism. Each model offers a different formula 
for preserving law while still protecting 
human freedom. 

As history nears its terminus these exper-
iments and these efforts have become more 
urgent and sometimes more violent. Just as 
the first experiment erupted in violence, it 
is highly likely that the final experiments 
will be occasioned by Messianic violence. 
Though Messianic violence isn’t guaran-
teed, several of our Messianic prophecies 
depict global warfare. 

Humanity’s final vain efforts to craft a 
perfect model of government will fail. At 
that stage, humanity will admit that only 

Hashem can supply the perfect form of 
government. At that stage Hashem will be 
universally acknowledged as the supreme 
authority and He will delegate that authority 
to the Moshiach-King who will benevolently 
rule humanity under divine guidance. 

At that stage political history will have run 
its full course. It began with vicious wars 
incited by humans who power-grabbed too 
much authority and history will conclude 
with latter-day leaders who also concen-
trate too much authority. The final wars 
will wash away human tyrants, emptying 
the stage for the King of Kings. He who 
empowers kings and monarchs. He who is 
powerful but also compassionate. Every-
where that His strength is mentioned so is 
his humility.
אתה  שם  הקב”ה  של  גדולתו  מוצא  שאתה  מקום  כל 

מוצא ענותנותו 



46     TORAH TIDBITS 1490 / LECH LECHA 5783

But no! “And Terach was seventy years old 
when he begat Avram, Nachor, and Haran…
and Avram and Nachor took wives” (Bere-
ishit 12:26,29). That’s it!

So why was a seemingly anonymous 
Avram chosen for this momentous task? 
Why did it fall on Avraham that “in you 
shall all the families of the earth be blessed”?

True, there was little choice; apparently, no 
one else matched up to Avraham. But why does 
the Torah not introduce Avram’s credentials as, 
for instance, concerning Noach (righteous in 
his generation) or Moshe, along with his attri-
bute of compassion and leadership potential? 

Why does the narrative not allude to the 
many midrashic accounts of Avraham’s cou-
rageous struggles to recognize God, his fight 
against idolatry, and his suffering under 
Nimrod’s thumb? Why are there no intro-
ductory references to Avraham’s undying 
faith in Hashem and his observance of the 
Mitzvot that our sages recount?

Nechama Leibowitz suggests that what the 
Torah does tell us (eventually) about Avra-
ham is the series of trials he faced – because 
the individual who overcomes enormous 
challenges in the service of Hashem (and 
in dealing with his fellow man) proves his 
worth. For “the potter does not test cracked 
jars, but only those that will not break even 
if struck many times” (Bereishit Rabbah 32). 

And, in that case, what about us? How will 
we stand up to the potter’s test? 

Shabbat Shalom. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

Actions,  
It Appears, 
Speak Louder 
Than Words

The world is full of unsung heroes whose 
lives come and go without our knowl-
edge. But there are others, renowned 
and famous,  whose lives have impacted 
humanity and changed the world. Avra-
ham Avinu belongs to the latter category.

In our Parsha, we learn that Hashem selected 
Avraham as the father of mankind to pioneer a 
philosophy and belief system centered around 
the concept of One God – the Master of the uni-
verse and Architect of history.

Avraham would also introduce humanity 
to a new form and art of morality based on 
righteousness and justice (Tzedek Umish-
pat). In essence, Avraham was a man with 
a mission whose life and teachings would 
transform a society that had totally degener-
ated since Adam’s appearance in Gan Eden.

We would thus expect that the introduc-
tion to Avraham in the biblical narrative 
would have been dressed with literary 
fanfare. Indeed, Avraham’s CV would be 
replete with life experience, academic acu-
men, and pious virtues that would have 
spilled over numerous pages!
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המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

Gov-Ari Real Estate 
The Key To Your Home 
www.govariestate.com 
govari.dudu@gmail.com

Dudu Hilel 
072-394-2150

137 SQM Apt  | 5 Rooms 
Ground Floor | Storage 

Parking | 3 Air Directions 
180 SQM Garden

2 Charming Apartments 
For Sale In An Amazing 
Building In The Heart 

Of The Pastoral  
Baka Neighborhood!

Agent Fee 2% + VAT

8,000,000 NIS 4,000,000 NIS 
 

90 SQM Apt  | 3 Rooms 
1st  Floor | Storage  

Parking | 3 Air Directions 
Big Sukka Balcony 

Apt 1                                       Apt 2

ENOUGH!ENOUGH!

THIS IS WHAT RECOVERY 

LOOKS LIKE
���������������������������
������
������������������

yaacovmr@gmail.com, Ha’Chozeh Mi’Lublin 9, Beit Shemesh, 
Israel 99623 O�ce: 072-211-7152 Mobile: 052-808-4406

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Gilinski Real Estate 

gilinski.co.il 
 

18,500,000 NIS 

Ramot 
Garden duplex 
180 SQM 
6.5 Rooms 
#050-7225694 
 

6,400,000 NIS 

5,190,000 NIS 

 
German Colony 
Authentic villa 
220 SQM 
Building rights 
#052-6984466 

 
Near Old 
Katamon 
250 SQM 
210 SQM garden 
#050-4607878 
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HANASSI WEDNESDAY LEARNING PROGRAM RESUMES 
Join Us for the Six–Week Series, Two Shiurim Each Week 

Wednesday, November 9th to Wednesday, December 14th  

Given by Rabbi Yitzchak Breitowitz  
Topic: Classic Halachic Controversies Over the Past 1,000 Years 

 

First shiur at 10:00 a.m.  

Second shiur at 11:15 a.m. on Nov. 9th, 16th and 23rd 

Given by Rabbi Alex Israel  
Topic: Peshat and Drash - When They Clash 

ישראל הצעיר רחביה –בית כנסת הנשיא   
BBeeiitt  KKnneesssseett  HHaannaassssii    ··  YYoouunngg  IIssrraaeell  ooff  RReehhaavviiaa  ··  UUssssiisshhkkiinn  2244,,  JJeerruussaalleemm  

AAddmmiissssiioonn::  3300  NNIISS  iinn  ppeerrssoonn  oonnllyy..  SSeessssiioonnss  wwiillll  bbee  vvooiiccee--rreeccoorrddeedd  ((nnoo  lliivvee  ZZoooomm))..  

Second shiur at 11:15 a.m. on Nov. 30th, Dec 7th and 14th 

Given by Rabbi Shmuel Goldin 
Topic: One Era Ends, Another Begins 

 RReeffrreesshhmmeenntt  bbrreeaakk  1111::0000  ttoo  1111::1155  aa..mm..    

 It’s never too 
late to help the 

needy! We receive 
heartbreaking 
requests daily

Now, you can contribute to this 
Chesed Fund in various ways:

• Please assign checks to YESH EZRA 
and send them to Yesh Ezra,  

POB 36156, Romema, Jerusalem
•  Enter the Website at  

www.yeshezra.org and follow the 
instructions for $ and NIS contributions.
• Call Sara at 077-820-0196, Sunday-

Thursday, 10:00 am-3:00 pm, to donate 
with a credit card.

Thank you!
Inquiries or bank transfers:  

Menachem Persoff  
menpmp@gmail.com  050-570-1067
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MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
Great Investment! 2 rooms in new 
building under construction in a 
great location - only 1.69m NIS.
3 & 4 rooms also available
3 rooms in Arnona, 75m, storage 
room & elevator. In the process of 
urban renewal to become a 4-room 
apartment. Only 2.6m NIS

OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

why the Torah mentions both parents when 
allowing a kohen to take part in their burial. 
The Ben Yehoyada (Berachot 55b) considers 
that “concern” a disgrace to one’s father and 
gives several areas, spiritual and physical, 
in which a mother’s impact on her child is 
greater than a father’s, as well as the con-
tention that a mother is likely to have fewer 
spiritual liabilities. The Panim Yafot (Bam-
idbar 12) sees Moshe’s mention of a baby 
coming out of his mother’s womb in his 
prayer for Miriam as inspiration for using 
a mother’s name in prayers. 

Yabia Omer (ibid.) posits that all of the 
above can only create a preference for our 
formula, but that it does not make a true dif-
ference. He points to the gemara’s (Berachot 
34a) derivation from Moshe’s prayer for 
Miriam that one does not have to mention 
the relevant person’s name at all. While the 
Magen Avraham (see Mishna Berura 119:2) 
limits this to cases when the prayer is in the 
subject’s presence, we still see that an exact 
name formula is not crucial for efficacy. 
Therefore, if one does not know the moth-
er’s name or there is another reason not to 
use it, the father’s name is fine.

Regarding many halachot and as part of 
the philosophy of conversion, the convert 
is no longer linked to his biological parents 
(see Yevamot 97b). Therefore, we would not 
use your friend’s biological mother for this 
identification. Perhaps you were thinking 
of using Sarah Imeinu, as indeed she was 

Mother’s 
Name for 
Prayers for Ill 
Convert

Question: I asked a friend who needs 
tefillot for her health what her name is for 
such purposes, and she answered, Shira bat 
Avraham Avinu. I knew she was a convert 
but wondered if this is the correct formula, 
as usually we use the mother’s name. 

Answer: We have not found a halachic 
discussion of this interesting point. We will 
start by understanding the practice of using 
the mother’s name for tefillot. There are pos-
sible allusions to this in Chazal. In Shabbat 
(66b), Abaye quotes his adoptive mother as 
saying, according to Rashi’s explanation, 
that incantations should use the person’s 
mother’s name. 

The gemara in Berachot (55b), describing 
steps to take when one is in a certain precar-
ious situation, cites a declaration, including 
“I, ploni son of plonit (according to some texts 
of the gemara).” Some explain (see opinions 
in Yabia Omer II, Orach Chayim 11) that we 
are more likely to know for sure who one’s 
mother is than who his father is (apparently, 
we do not want to take chances). The Sifra 
(Emor 1:5) uses this distinction to explain 
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

also a leader in the field of conversion, at 
least regarding women (see Bereishit Rabba 
39:14) as well as a matriarch for all Jews, 
which might be important regarding one 
without a halachically recognized mother. 

However, Avraham and Sarah are prob-
ably not of the same ilk in our context. 
There is a machloket whether converts 
can make the declaration of bikkurim, 
which includes the phrase “the land that 
you gave to our fathers.” In explaining 
the opinion that he can (which we accept 
– Rambam, Bikkurim 4:3), the Yerushalmi 
(Bikkurim 1:4) cites Hashem’s procla-
mation to Avraham: “… for I have made 
you the father of a multitude of nations,” 
which is brought as the source for call-
ing a convert “ben Avraham (Avinu)” 
(Mishna Berura 139:11). While Sarah was 
an important spiritual mentor in her time 
and is a matriarch of Bnei Yisrael, we do 
not have sources of this magnitude regard-
ing being a mother figure for faith seekers 
from all nations. 

Therefore, it would seem that your 
friend told you her name correctly. As far 
as whether to add in the word Avinu (to 
distinguish from the many Avrahams who 
live in our times), when the name’s use is of 
halachic significance (e.g., a get), Avraham 
Avinu is used (Shulchan Aruch, Even Haezer 
129:20). Regarding aliyot, where the name is 
less crucial, many use just Avraham to not 
embarrass the convert or put his status in 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

the spotlight (see possible hint in Rama, OC 
139:3). We have seen above that exactness in 
the name is not very important for prayers 
(Hashem knows who is intended), and the 
convert can do it however she wants.  

Meir
Golan077-2050015

052-2678749
www.golan-realestate.net

   Meir Golan      

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment in a small and quiet street, 101 
sqm, renovated, very bright and airy, master bedroom, Safe room 
(mamad), sukkah balcony, view, elevator, 3,400,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 90 sqm, well split, bright, airy, 
sukkah balcony facing a magnificent panoramic view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, parking, 3,290,000 NIS 

Old Katamon: Spacious 3-room apartment in a very quiet street, 75 
sqm, sukkah balcony facing a green and pastoral view, 3 exp. Shabbat 
elevator, private parking, storeroom, 2,690,000 NIS 

Baka: 5-room garden apartment, 140m,  
master suite private parking, storage, full of light 
and airy, nice garden, 5,450,000NIS
Baka: 5-room apartment, 130m, balcony, 
Shabbat elevator, huge storage, private parking, 
5,100,000NIS
The Greek Colony: 4-room apartment, 85m, 
balcony, green open view, elevator, great 
location, needs renovation 3,200,000NIS
Old Katamon: 4-room apartment, 95m, balcony, 
open view, Shabbat elevator, fully accessible,  
private parking, 3,290,000 NISArnona: 4-room 
brand new apartment, 90m, master suite, 
balcony, fully accessible, private parking, 
3,100,000NIS
The Greek Colony: charming 3-room apartment 
on "Dmei Mafteach" full of light and good energy, 
74m, high ceilings, balcony, 1,400,000NIS
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

A Holy Bond
בהיותכם מתי ממפר, כמעט, וגרים בה. קשר הקדש של 

ישראל עם ארצו הקדושה אינו דומה לקשר טבעי, שכל 

עם ולשון מתקשר על ידו אל ארצו…מה שאין כן הקשר 

האלקי ממקור הקדש, שנתקשרה כנסת ישראל בקדושת 

ארץ חמדה, שהתחיל החותם הקדוש הזה להיות מבליט 

בהיותכם מתי מספר…)ארץ חפץ א:ה(

“When they were but few in number, few 
indeed, and strangers in it” (Divrei Hayamim 
16:19)

The holy bond of the people of Israel with 
their holy Land is not comparable to the typ-
ical bond which every other nation develops 
with their attachment to their respective 
lands… 

This [bond found among the other nations] 
is not comparable to the Godly bond, rooted 
in holiness, that fuses together Knesset Yis-
rael to the holiness of its beloved Land….
(Eretz Chefetz 1:5) 

In the above passage Rav Kook expounds 

on the singular bond established the 
moment Avraham set foot in the Land of 
Israel. Jews who seek to emulate the ways 
of Avraham express their love of the Land.

Rav Kook penned a bold letter in which 
he extended an invitation to Jewish com-
munities worldwide to return back home 
to the Land of Israel. Rav Kook sets forth 
a number of arguments in regard to the 
urgent need for Jews to be more thought-
ful of this mitzvah. Rav Kook speaks of 
the dangers looming for Jews residing 
in the exile but as powerfully he speaks 
of the illuminations and beauty found 
in our Homeland. Concerning the latter 
Rav Kook waxes poetic: “Come and feel 
how [our nation] invigorates its spirit by 
remembering its strength and majesty, 
by remembering its grandeur and glory 
at every turn. Come and delight in mem-
ories better than good wine, that exalt the 
soul and increase wisdom, memories of 
kings and princes, memories heroes and 
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

prophets, memories of glory and strength, 
greatness and majesty. Come to the Land 
of Israel - here you will behold a vision of 
all of this..” (‘Rav A.Y. Kook Selected Let-
ters,’ Tzvi Feldman, pp. 239-240).

When Rav Kook speaks of ‘kings’ and 
‘heroes,’ ‘prophets and majesty,’ he 
undoubtedly had in mind, among others 
Avraham Avinu, who was the first Jew, with 
his wife, to set foot in the Land. To reside in 
the land today, Rav Kook states, means that 
one encounters glory at virtually “every 
turn.” One who visits the burial place of 
Avraham in Chevron; one prays at the foot 
of the very mountain that Avraham placed 
Yitzchak on an altar as an offering to the 
Almighty, returns to the most celebrated 
moments in our history. These remarkable 
encounters, which are available to a Jew in 
the Land, on any given day, “exalt the soul 
and increase wisdom.”

The Talner Rebbe, HaRav Yitzchak Asher 
Twersky zt”l, delivered the following pow-
erful dvar Torah on Shabbos at Shalosh 
Se’udos in the Talner Beis Medrash in 
Brookline, Massachusetts. 

He proposed that there is a distinct obli-
gation to emulate our forefather Avraham. 
The prophet Yeshayahu exhorts the people 
of Israel: “Look to Avraham your forefa-
ther…(Yeshayahu 51:2). The Rambam in 
Moreh Nevuchim (1:16) elaborates: “Look 
to Avraham your forefather”:..follow his 
ways, have faith in his teachings, and 
conduct yourself in accordance with his 
character traits…”

In this context, The Talner Rebbe cited 
another dramatic passage from the Ram-
bam (Hilchot Teshuva 10:2): “Whoever 
serves God out of love, occupies himself 



54     TORAH TIDBITS 1490 / LECH LECHA 5783

with [the study of] Torah and [the fulfill-
ment of] mitzvot, and walks in the paths 
of wisdom impelled by no external motive 
- prompted by neither fear of calamity nor 
desire to obtain benefit; rather, he does 
what is truly right because it is truly right…
This standard is indeed a very high one; not 
every sage attains this. It was the standard 
of Avraham Avinu, whom God called His 
lover because he served only out of love…” 
(‘Torah of the Mind, Torah of the Heart,’ 
Shapiro, pp. 43-44)

Avraham’s life embodied an all-encom-
passing love of the Almighty. He conducted 
himself with complete loyalty in his jour-
ney to the Land..

The Ramban famously asserted that 
every occurrence experienced by Avraham 
and the other forefathers foreshadows 
what will occur in the future: “I will tell 
you a principle, which you should keep in 
mind throughout all the coming passages 
regarding the lives of Avraham, Yitzchak 
and Yaakov. It is a major principle, which 
the Sages mentioned succinctly when they 
said, “Everything that occurred to the 
Patriarchs is a sign (or portent) for their 
descendants.” (Commentary of Ramban, 
Bereshit 12:6)

The illustrious Rav Chaim of Volozhin 
highlighted the idea that we are to emulate 
Avraham, although he asserted a more 
mystically inclined notion. Generations 
later we have the strength to follow Avra-
ham’s ways because it became embedded 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Thursday, October  27th - Rabbi Shai Finkelstein’s shiur  

was sponsored by Joel Marks in memory of his father 
יוסף משה בן דוד מרקס ז”ל 

on his 25th Yahrzeit - 7 Cheshvan

Sunday, October 30th - Rabbi Walk’s  shiur was sponsored by  
Jack Coleman in loving memory of his father משולם בן יעקב ז”ל

Mondays, Nov 7 & 14 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur is sponsored 
In loving memory of I. Judith Becker a”h on her 9th Yahrzeit,  
the first night of Succcot. She adored her weekly Shiurim with  

Pearl Borow. From her children, grandchildren and sister  
who miss her very much

Tuesday, November 8th - Rabbi Shmuel Goldin’s shiur  
is sponsored in loving memory of Anita Milch’s mother on her  
15th yahrzeit - 5 Tishrei, and also in appreciation of Rabbi Goldin

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

in the Jew’s ‘spiritual-DNA’: “A person’s 
sudden awakening to go to the Holy Land 
stems from the test of Lech Lecha…”(Ruach 
Chaim, Avot 5:3)

The above idea is beautifully echoed in 
a teaching the famed Chassidic Master, the 
Rebbe of Kotzk, who taught, “Not only did 
Avraham hear the call from heaven to set 
out for the Holy Land, but in every genera-
tion we are summoned to hear these words 
and allow them to pierce our hearts.” 



54     TORAH TIDBITS 1490 / LECH LECHA 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

www.israelrescue.org 1221

United Hatzalah’s network of 6,200 volunteer medics 
help save thousands of lives each year across Israel by 
providing medical treatment in an average response 

time of 3 minutes or less.

UNITED
HATZALAH

WHEN SECONDS COUNT...

UNITED HATZALAH   IS THERE.

UNITED
HATZALAH
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IL - 00972-54-2074969 

USA +1-9143364362 | UK +44-2037697387

yoel@kaufmanrlty.com | kaufmanrlty.com 

Kaufman Realty 
Was born out of the desire to provide a quality,
worry-free solution to those who have
chosen to invest in Israel but find themselves
outside of the country for long periods.

Jewish Quarter -  
XL Duplex apartment -  
135 meters, 3 bedroom,  
2 bath, new kitchen,  
5 minutes from  
Hurva square & Mamilla

Alon Shevut -  
XXL Free standing home,  
380 meters, 3 floors,  
Great location,  
surrounded by green

Benjie Aziz  
Real Estate

BENJIE 0544-882194 
BENJIE@BEZEQINT.NET

For Sale 
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In our parsha, when Avraham and Sara 
are leaving to Eretz Kena’an, they take with 
them “את הנפש אשר עשו בחרן”. Rashi say’s this 
is referring to the people that they con-
verted to Judaism since the Torah relates 
that to the word, עשו, as in ‘they made 
them’. Avraham and Sara understood the 
importance and believed in helping those 
around them. They had an understanding 
of גמילות חסדים and אהבת חינם. Though Noach 
was a great tzadik and followed all of Hash-
em’s commandments, he was unable to 
help others do the same and thus could not 
save them. Avraham was, and he made it 
a top priority. 

We can learn from this not only the 
importance of doing avodat Hashem, but 
also in helping our friends, family , and 
community do the same.

Noa Anders
10th grade, Modiin
The Light at the 
End of the Tunnel 

The parsha starts with וַיֹּא֤מֶר ה׳֙ אֶל־אַבְרָם֔ לֶךְ־

׃ ךָּ ר֥ אַרְאֶֽ י֣ת אָבִי֑ךָ אֶל־הָאָרֶ֖ץ אֲשֶׁ ךָ֖ וּמִבֵּ וֹלַדְתְּ  .לְךָ֛ מֵאַרְצְךָ֥ וּמִמּֽ
It is Hashem telling Avram to go from his 
land, the house of his father, where he has 
all his possessions, money, and everything 
that is known and familiar to him and to go 
to the land that He will show him.

Hashem then tells Avram לְגו֣יֹ גָּדוֹ֔ל ךָ֙  עֶשְׂ  וְאֶֽ

ַ� רְכָה֙ מְבָרְ֣כֶי֔ךָ וּמְק ה׃וַאֲבָֽ רָכָֽ מֶךָ֑ וֶהְיֵה֖ בְּ לָה֖ שְׁ ָוַאֲבָרֶ֣כְךָ֔ וַאֲגַדְּ

ה׃ חֹת֥ הָאֲדָמָֽ פְּ לְךָ֖ אָאֹר֑ וְנִבְרְכוּ֣ בְךָ֔ כֹּל֖ מִשְׁ  That when.לֶּ

Ariel Werblowsky
Modiin Chapter 
Director
Avraham,  
The Chosen One

When reading this week’s parsha an 
obvious question arises. Why was Avra-
ham chosen to be the leader of our people 
and to forever be remembered as “Avra-
ham Avinu”? 

I think the fact that our parsha comes 
right after parashat Noach helps us under-
stand the answer to this question. If you 
think about it, it seems it would make 
more sense if the beginning of the Jewish 
people was from the time of Noach. He 
was the one Hashem chose to keep alive 
while wiping out the rest of the world for 
their sins. Wouldn’t he be the appropriate 
choice?

If we look to the beginning of the pre-
vious parsha, we see that the Torah says 
Noach was considered a Tzadik in his gen-
eration. Rashi explains that some of the 
mefarshim understand this to mean that 
Noach was a Tzadik relatively to the people 
around him, but had he been in Avraham’s 
generation that might not have been the 
case. I’m not sure whether Noach would 
have not been considered a Tzadik, but I 
do think we can pinpoint a clear distinction 
between Noach and Avraham to explain 
this Rashi and learn a great life lesson.

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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Avram gets to His Land he will be blessed 
and his nation will be great and He will 
curse those who curse you.

From this we learn a very important les-
son. In life we have to go through challenges 
and hardships but in the end the reward 
is greater than the challenge. Avram had 
to leave his land at the age of 75, his wife 
taken from him by Pharoah, and he didn’t 
have יצחק until the old age of 100,along with 
many other challenges. But, eventually עם 

.has the Land of Israel ישראל
A lot of people who make aliya have to 

give up their friends, family and everything 
that is familiar to them to make the huge 
sacrifice to live in ארץ הקודש just like Avra-
ham had to.”ארץ-ישראל נקנית בייסורים”

Nowadays, we are going through the 
hard time of גלות but we know that soon 
 will come and all the challenges will משיח
be worth it.

 !אם ירצה ה', המשיח יבוא בקרוב

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

Central Location in Old Katamon
Tama 38 Project

3 Rooms: Around 86sqm + balcony
4 Room: Around 100 sqm

Garden Apartment:  
95sqm + approx. 30 sqm garden

Great payment terms!

Brand New Apartments
in a Tama 38 Building

Most Recent Listings in Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky

Brand New Project in the Heart of Katamon
 
 
 
 
 

4 Room Apartments, Around 100 sqm
Small Balcony, Entry: 2 Years

Great Payment Terms, High end specs
Centrally Located in Old Katamon 

Right around the corner from the famous Shtiblach
Great payment terms!

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

New Project on 
Mekor Haim Street

 
 

FOR RENT: 
Rental in Old-Katamon

Large 3 bedrooms, 120 sqm
2.5 baths, Fully furnished 

(furniture can be removed)
Wheelchair accessible

Shabbat elevator 
Private parking (2)

Immediate occupancy 

Penthouse: 
147 sqm +114 sqm terrace

Large 5 Bdrms + 13 sqm balcony
High end specs

Great prices and payment plans
 
 

In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden 
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu, 
has great potential, parking, storage, for 

renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -  

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor, 
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking

Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m 
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

Your trusted corporation for 
purchasing privately registered 

land in Israel at the lowest prices

Moshe Keinan mk0522867038@gmail.com
03-5774277/052-2867038

בס"ד

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

Starting at $ 40,000 per dunam
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058-3900083 aderet _ judaica

Jewelry    art    candlesticks    challa boards    Kiddush cups
Talit    Tzitit    Te�lin    Kipas    embroidery    engravings 

SALE

76 Yafo      58 Agripas     40 Agripas     26 Emek Refaim     Mamila

 All through November

In all our branch stores!

Minimum purchase NIS 200,
Stam products not included.
valid until  30/11/2022

Double
discount!

VAT
free

month!




