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The Courage 
to Live with 
Uncertainty

For each of us there are milestones on our 
spiritual journey that change the direction 
of our life and set us on a new path. For 
me one such moment came when I was a 
rabbinical student at Jews’ College and thus 
had the privilege of studying with one of the 
great rabbinic scholars of our time, Rabbi 
Dr. Nachum Rabinovitch, zt”l. 

He was a giant: one the most profound 
Maimonidean scholars of the modern age, 
equally at home with virtually every sec-
ular discipline as with the entire rabbinic 
literature, and one of the boldest and most 
independent of poskim, as his several pub-
lished volumes of Responsa show. He also 
showed what it was to have spiritual and 
intellectual courage, and that in our time 

has proved, sadly, all too rare.
The occasion was not special. He was 

merely giving us one of his regular divrei 
Torah. The week was parshat Noach. But the 
Midrash he quoted to us was extraordinary. 
In fact, it is quite hard to find. It appears 
in the book known as Buber’s Tanchuma, 
published in 1885 by Martin Buber’s grand-
father Shlomo from ancient manuscripts. It 
is a very early text – some say as early as 
the fifth century – and it has some overlap 
with an ancient Midrash of which we no 
longer have the full text known as Midrash 
Yelamdenu.

The text is in two parts, and it is a com-
mentary on God’s words to Noah: ‘Then God 
said to Noah, “Come out of the Ark”’ (Gen. 
8:16). On this the Midrash says: 

Noah said to himself, “Since I only entered 
the Ark with permission (from God), shall 
I leave without permission?” The Holy One 
blessed be He said to him: “Are you looking 
for permission? In that case I give you per-
mission.” Then God said to Noah, “Come out 
of the Ark.”

The Midrash then adds: ‘Said Rabbi Judah 
bar Ilai, “If I had been there, I would have 
smashed down [the doors of] the Ark and 
taken myself out of it.”’1

1  The Midrash seems to be based on the 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 



18     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         19

The moral Rabbi Rabinovitch drew – 
indeed the only one possible - was that when 
it comes to rebuilding a shattered world, you 
do not wait for permission. God gives us per-
mission. He expects us to go on ahead.

This was, of course, part of an ancient 
tradition, mentioned by Rashi in his com-
mentary (to Gen. 6:9), and central to the 
Sages’ understanding of why God began the 
Jewish people not with Noah but with Abra-
ham. Noah, says the Torah, “walked with 
God” (6:9). But God said to Abraham, “Walk 
on ahead of Me” (Gen. 17:1). So the point was 
not new, but the drama and power of the 
Midrash were stunning.

Suddenly I understood that this is a sig-
nificant part of what faith is in Judaism: to 
have the courage to pioneer, to do some-
thing new, to take the road less travelled, to 
venture out into the unknown. That is what 
Abraham and Sarah had done when they 
left their land, their home and their father’s 
house. It is what the Israelites did in the days 
of Moses when they journeyed forth into the 
wilderness, guided only by a pillar of cloud 
by day and fire by night.

fact that this is the first verse in the Torah 
where the verb d-b-r (to speak) is used. The 
root a-m-r (to say) has a similar meaning 
but there is a slight difference between them. 
D-b-r usually implies speaking harshly, 
judgmentally. See also Ibn Ezra ad loc., who 
senses from the text that Noah was reluctant 
to leave the Ark.
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Amazing stand alone homes in  
OLD KATAMON, TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY  
New apt for sale in BAKA 113 sqm with terrace 6.8 
sqm. Shabbat elevator 4,700,000 NIS

New penthouse OLD KATAMON. Underground 
parking & storage. 240 sqm on one floor. Large 
terrace & Shabbat elevator. 10,000,000 NIS

Private home in BAKA. 650 sqm of land, private 
gated property, arab styled old house that 
was completely restored. Huge front garden. 
Building rights. Actual living space >450 sqm 
plus basement. Call me if you are looking for a 
special property.

GERMAN COLONY 180 sqm apartment. Duplex 
unit that is 1/3 of a private Templar house. 
Large salon/dining/kitchen (open floor plan), 4 
bedrooms (2 ensuite on main floor, 2 upstairs), 
study, 3.5 bathrooms. The house is in Tabu, 
with a private garden of 135 sqm.  
12,000,000 NIS

BAKA Penthouse. 154 
sqm on one floor with 4 
bedrooms and 2 full bath-
rooms. Shabbat elevator, 2 
underground parking and 3 
storage units!!! 25 sqm Suk-
ka terrace off living room 
plus large roof top terrace. 
6,650,000 NIS

In the heart of BAKA enclosed 
in a magical courtyard: 3 
bedrooms 2 full bathrooms one 
flight up. Beautiful spacious 
sukka terrace facing open 
gardens. Completely renovated 
with architectual design and 
high level finishes.    
Price 6,250,000 NIS

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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the modern mind, each of them a pioneer 
in his or her own way: Einstein in phys-
ics, Durkheim in sociology, Levi-Strauss 
in anthropology, Mahler and Schoenberg 
in music, and a whole string of innovative 
economists from David Ricardo (the law of 
comparative advantage) to John von Neu-
mann (Game Theory) to Milton Friedman 
(monetary theory), to Daniel Kahneman and 
Amos Tversky (behavioural economics).

They dominated the fields of psychia-
try, psychotherapy, and psychoanalysis, 
from Freud and his circle to Viktor Frankl 
(Logotherapy), Aaron T. Beck (Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy) and Martin Selig-
man (Positive Psychology). The pioneers of 
Hollywood and film were almost all Jewish. 
Even in popular music the achievement is 
stunning, from Irving Berlin and George 
Gershwin, masters of the American musi-
cal, to Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen, the 
two supreme poets of popular music in the 
twentieth century.

In many cases – such is the fate of inno-
vators – the people concerned had to face 
a barrage of criticism, disdain, opposition, 
or disregard. You have to be prepared to 
be lonely, at best misunderstood, at worst 
vilified and defamed. As Einstein said, “If 
my theory of relativity is proven successful, 
Germany will claim me as a German and 
France will declare me a citizen of the world. 
Should my theory prove untrue, France will 
say that I am a German, and Germany will 
declare that I am a Jew.” To be a pioneer 

Faith is precisely the courage to take a risk, 
knowing that “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for You are with me” (Ps. 23:4). It took 
faith to challenge the religions of the ancient 
world, especially when they were embodied 
in the greatest empires of their time. It took 
faith to stay Jewish in the Hellenistic age, 
when Jews and Judaism must have seemed 
small and parochial when set against the 
cosmopolitan culture of Ancient Greece and 
the Alexandrian Empire.

It took the faith of Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Gamla to build, as early as the first century, 
the world’s first ever system of universal, 
compulsory education (Baba Batra 21a), and 
the faith of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai to 
realise that Judaism could survive the loss 
of independence, land and Temple, on the 
basis of an academy of scholars and a cul-
ture of scholarship.

In the modern age, even though many of 
Jewry’s most distinguished minds either lost 
or abandoned their faith, nonetheless that 
ancient reflex survived. How else are we 
to understand the phenomenon that a tiny 
minority in Europe and the United States 
was able to produce so many shapers of 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden 
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu, 
has great potential, parking, storage, for 

renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -  

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor, 
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking

Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m 
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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– as Jews know from our history - you have 
to be prepared to spend a long time in the 
wilderness.

That was the faith of the early Zionists. They 
knew early on, some from the 1860s, others 
after the pogroms of the 1880s, Herzl after the 
Dreyfus trial, that European Enlightenment 
and Emancipation had failed, that despite 
its immense scientific and political achieve-
ments, mainland Europe still had no place for 
the Jew. Some Zionists were religious, others 
were secular, but most importantly they all 
knew what the Midrash Tanchuma made so 
clear: when it comes to rebuilding a shattered 
world or a broken dream, you don’t wait for 
permission from Heaven. Heaven is telling 
you to go ahead.

That is not carte blanche to do whatever 
we like. Not all innovation is constructive. 
Some can be very destructive indeed. But 
this principle of “Walk on ahead”, the idea 
that the Creator wants us, His greatest cre-
ation, to be creative, is what makes Judaism 
unique in the high value it places on the 
human person and the human condition.

Faith is the courage to take a risk for the 
sake of God or the Jewish people; to begin 
a journey to a distant destination knowing 
that there will be hazards along the way, but 
knowing also that God is with us, giving us 
strength if we align our will with His. Faith 
is not certainty, but the courage to live with 
uncertainty. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.

NEW LISTING! Luxurious 
garden apartment on a 
small lane of  
Old Katamon - 340m 
built on 2 levels, 8 rooms, 
separate unit with separate 
entrance, high ceilings, 
full of charm, very quiet 
and bright, 130m private 
garden, top of the line 
finishes, close to the park- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

NEW LISTING! Beautiful 
new penthouse in  
Greek Colony- 190m 
with 80m terraces, succah, 
beautiful views,  
5 rooms, elevator, parking, 
renovated at very high 
standard, spacious living 
areas and huge kosher 
kitchen
MAYA – 054-6650184

For Serious clients only! 
In the Orient Hotel 
unique 280m apartment on 
one level with large succah 
terrace, top standard, all 
furnished,  
7 rooms, all facilities of the 
hotel, pool, spa  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka -  Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided as 3 units so can be 
private house of  
3 separated apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St.,Rechavia 
new project, 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according 
to buyer requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. 
Duplex  
new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 
4 terraces, private 
parking, Shabbat 
elevator, all renovated,  
3 exposures, very sunny! 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

In a small lane of 
the German Colony - 
Garden apartment with 
private entrance, 250m 
with private garden, 
parking, high ceilings, in 
an Authentic beautiful 
3 apartment building 
MAYA – 054-6650184

On a small lane of 
Baka, beautiful 190m 
penthouse, 6 rooms, 
30m terrace to greenery 
views, parking,  
Shabbat elevator, small  
MAYA – 054-6650184

Talbieh - on the 
exquisite Balfour St, 
300m apartment on 
one level completely 
renovated at top 
standard, succah 
terrace, parking 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767


