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turned into apes, spirits, devils, and night 
demons!”

The Baal Torah Temimah, Harav Baruch 
Halevi Epstein, explains that each pun-
ishment was designed within the rule of 
Measure for Measure. Thus, to wage war, 
one must have Da’at, a minimal level of 
cognitive intelligence. Indeed, Man was 
created in the image of God with the abil-
ity to plan. Consequently, the people who 
conspired to confront God were deprived 
of their intelligence and became apes.   

As if that were not sufficient food for 
thought, let us peep at the Midrash: Among 
four things that changed in the days of 
Enosh, we are told, the human race degen-
erated and “men’s faces became ape-like” 
(Bereishit Rabbah, 23, 6). 

Notably, the Soncino commentary pos-
its that these descriptions might better be 
considered metaphors, implying that the 
people whose appearance changed were 
spiritually degenerate. 

Returning to Darwin, however, we might 
contemplate the thought that we emerged 
from a lesser place (“the dust of the earth”), 
stirring us in humility to ask: “What is Man 
that you are mindful of him?” 

On the other hand, consider, too, that –
“You have made him but little lower than 

the angels,
And crowned him with glory and honor” 

(Tehillim 8:5-6). Shabbat Shalom. 
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What Is Man?
Nowadays, Darwin’s theory of evolution 

is not in favor as in the past. Essentially, 
Darwinian theory accords that higher 
forms of life developed on this planet from 
lower forms by natural selection. 

One of the outcomes of this theory is 
that Man is included in the evolutionary 
process, a concept that flies in the face of 
the biblical account of the creation of the 
human race.

So, what do we make of archeological 
findings of “man” in the various so-called 
stages of development from ape-like beings 
to humans? And what can our Parsha con-
tribute to this discussion? 

Let us look at the consequences for those 
peoples who aspired to build the Tower of 
Bavel.

R. Yirmiyah Bar Elazar is cited in the 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 109a) saying that the 
Generation of the Dispersion built the 
tower with three objectives, each of which 
was espoused by an independent group:

“Let us ascend and dwell there,” 
“Let us ascend and serve idols,” and 
“Let us ascend and wage war [against 

God].”
Each group was punished accordingly: 

The first was scattered, and the second 
found their language confounded. The 
third group that wanted to wage war “was 


