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If you would have told 
me twenty years ago that I 
would have sons (and their 
friends and contemporar-
ies) who woke up at 4 AM on 

their Chol Hamoed vacations to go to a 4 
hour Shacharit Minyan I would not have 
comprehended. Yet, this is a 
phenomenon which I am see-
ing in my own home as well 
as throughout Israel and glob-
ally. These young individuals 
are searching for meaning-
ful Tefilot and getting up and 
going to early Minyanim at 
Maarat Hamachpela, the Old 
City of Yerushalayim and other 
locations. There is a genuine 
thirst for the younger genera-
tion (and people of all ages) to connect to 
Hashem through these prayers that are 
accompanied by song and dance. 

While this phenomenon is seen through-
out the year, its climax is perhaps the 
Yamim Noraim season – starting with 
musical Selichot and continuing during 
the Yamim Noraim, Sukkot, and Simchat 
Torah. My wife and I and some of our 
children spent Rosh HaShana at Yeshivat 
Elon Moreh with my son Shlomo and his 
new Kallah. Davening started at 7:30 AM 
and ended at 3:15 PM with non-stop danc-
ing and anointing Hashem as our King. 
The singing and dancing was incredibly 
inspirational and uplifting and evidenced 
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a desire of the yeshiva students to really 
pour out their hearts to Hashem through 
beautiful piyutim and niggunim. 

Over Sukkot, I had the zechut of davening 
in a tremendous Minyan of 5,000 people 
at the Mitchell Garden with Rav Shmuel 
Eliyahu Shlita and Rav Ayal Yaakobovich 

Shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Hesder Yeshiva in Tzfat). This 
Tefila was truly uplifting and 
inspiring, full of new songs 
and melodies. After singing 
each melody for about 25 min-
utes, they really sank into our 
neshamot. These tefilot gath-
erings each year on Pesach 
are always enjoyable, and 
davening with thousands of 
people singing and dancing is 

always uplifting and inspiring. Yet there is 
a unique feeling on Sukkot seeing so many 
people dancing with their 4 minim outside 
the Old City walls.  

I think it’s important to try to understand 
where this phenomenon is coming from. 
It seems that the younger generation is 
genuinely searching for a meaningful way 
to connect to Hashem when they pray. 
They’re not simply looking to put a check-
mark next to the task of davening.  They are 
looking for inspiration. 

This is the reason that if you spend Shab-
bat in a Yeshiva or Midrasha during the year, 
the amount of singing and dancing is unreal. 
Throughout the world, so many Friday night 
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Kabbalat Shabbat tefilot are done with sing-
ing and dancing for the same reason. Many 
Jews feel that their souls connect to Hashem 
when they pray through song. 

I was one of the oldest people at these 
Rosh Hashana and Sukkot Tefilot. Seeing 
these teens and young adults choosing to 
get up at 4 AM to daven illustrates that they 
are putting their thoughts into action. We, 
as parents, grandparents, and educators, 
need to understand what our children 
seek. It demands from us to speak to the 
younger generation to help make the dav-
ening experience a more meaningful one 
for everyone. For so many, davening has 
not always been exciting or an easy to con-
nect to part of Judaism. Baruch Hashem, 
through these types of tefilot as well as shi-
urim and articles connecting people to the 
Tefilot, many are able to have more mean-
ingful prayers. 

This is why when it came to creating our 
annual Mega Program for Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
the OU Israel team decided it is most appro-
priate to celebrate the miracle of the State 
of Israel with a Tefila Chagigit. For those of 
you who have not been, I recommend you 
already put this event on your calendar 
for Leil Yom Ha’atzmaut as we celebrate 
75 years of Israel’s independence this Iyar. 
We are looking for a larger venue to hold 
the growing crowd that has been joining 
us year after year. Davening with song and 
dance B’Rov Am is truly a remarkable way 
to connect to Hashem, to the miracle of the 
State of Israel, to our fellow Jews, and see-
ing the miracle of Kibbutz Galuyot.

This phenomenon can be seen by the Chas-
sidim and the way they have been davening 
around the world for many generations. I 

live close to the Karliner Rebbe in Givat Zeev, 
and I see how every Chag and many Shabba-
tot throughout the year, the Chassidim flock 
to Givat Zeev to have lively, inspirational tefi-
lot with their Rebbe.

One of the beautiful aspects of living 
in modern times is seeing so many of the 
prophecies coming to fruition. If you look 
through the Shemona Esrei and compare 
where we are today to where we were 100 
years ago, we are moving forward on each 
request we have in the prayer. Therefore, 
whether it’s Kibbutz Galuyot, Refaenu, Atah 
Chonen L’Adam Daat, etc. we can see we 
are getting stronger and closer to the full 
Redemption. People are seeing that daven-
ing works, and they want to be a part of it.

Obviously we have much more to do to 
make davening more accessible and easier 
to connect with. As we do our best to fig-
ure out the right steps to take in order to 
enhance our connection and the younger 
generation’s connection to davening, this 
is a piece we should take into account as 
we help ourselves and the next generations 
strengthen the connection to our Father in 
Heaven. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and  
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Mazal Tov to  
Rabbi Dave & Chani Felsenthal and family  

on the birth of their granddaughter - Tzivia
daughter of Miriam Sara & Chaim Ginsburg


