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New Series!

Note this Sat.night at 2 am the clock is moved back to 1 am
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If you would have told 
me twenty years ago that I 
would have sons (and their 
friends and contemporar-
ies) who woke up at 4 AM on 

their Chol Hamoed vacations to go to a 4 
hour Shacharit Minyan I would not have 
comprehended. Yet, this is a 
phenomenon which I am see-
ing in my own home as well 
as throughout Israel and glob-
ally. These young individuals 
are searching for meaning-
ful Tefilot and getting up and 
going to early Minyanim at 
Maarat Hamachpela, the Old 
City of Yerushalayim and other 
locations. There is a genuine 
thirst for the younger genera-
tion (and people of all ages) to connect to 
Hashem through these prayers that are 
accompanied by song and dance. 

While this phenomenon is seen through-
out the year, its climax is perhaps the 
Yamim Noraim season – starting with 
musical Selichot and continuing during 
the Yamim Noraim, Sukkot, and Simchat 
Torah. My wife and I and some of our 
children spent Rosh HaShana at Yeshivat 
Elon Moreh with my son Shlomo and his 
new Kallah. Davening started at 7:30 AM 
and ended at 3:15 PM with non-stop danc-
ing and anointing Hashem as our King. 
The singing and dancing was incredibly 
inspirational and uplifting and evidenced 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

a desire of the yeshiva students to really 
pour out their hearts to Hashem through 
beautiful piyutim and niggunim. 

Over Sukkot, I had the zechut of davening 
in a tremendous Minyan of 5,000 people 
at the Mitchell Garden with Rav Shmuel 
Eliyahu Shlita and Rav Ayal Yaakobovich 

Shlita (Rosh Yeshiva of the 
Hesder Yeshiva in Tzfat). This 
Tefila was truly uplifting and 
inspiring, full of new songs 
and melodies. After singing 
each melody for about 25 min-
utes, they really sank into our 
neshamot. These tefilot gath-
erings each year on Pesach 
are always enjoyable, and 
davening with thousands of 
people singing and dancing is 

always uplifting and inspiring. Yet there is 
a unique feeling on Sukkot seeing so many 
people dancing with their 4 minim outside 
the Old City walls.  

I think it’s important to try to understand 
where this phenomenon is coming from. 
It seems that the younger generation is 
genuinely searching for a meaningful way 
to connect to Hashem when they pray. 
They’re not simply looking to put a check-
mark next to the task of davening.  They are 
looking for inspiration. 

This is the reason that if you spend Shab-
bat in a Yeshiva or Midrasha during the year, 
the amount of singing and dancing is unreal. 
Throughout the world, so many Friday night 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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Kabbalat Shabbat tefilot are done with sing-
ing and dancing for the same reason. Many 
Jews feel that their souls connect to Hashem 
when they pray through song. 

I was one of the oldest people at these 
Rosh Hashana and Sukkot Tefilot. Seeing 
these teens and young adults choosing to 
get up at 4 AM to daven illustrates that they 
are putting their thoughts into action. We, 
as parents, grandparents, and educators, 
need to understand what our children 
seek. It demands from us to speak to the 
younger generation to help make the dav-
ening experience a more meaningful one 
for everyone. For so many, davening has 
not always been exciting or an easy to con-
nect to part of Judaism. Baruch Hashem, 
through these types of tefilot as well as shi-
urim and articles connecting people to the 
Tefilot, many are able to have more mean-
ingful prayers. 

This is why when it came to creating our 
annual Mega Program for Yom Ha’atzmaut, 
the OU Israel team decided it is most appro-
priate to celebrate the miracle of the State 
of Israel with a Tefila Chagigit. For those of 
you who have not been, I recommend you 
already put this event on your calendar 
for Leil Yom Ha’atzmaut as we celebrate 
75 years of Israel’s independence this Iyar. 
We are looking for a larger venue to hold 
the growing crowd that has been joining 
us year after year. Davening with song and 
dance B’Rov Am is truly a remarkable way 
to connect to Hashem, to the miracle of the 
State of Israel, to our fellow Jews, and see-
ing the miracle of Kibbutz Galuyot.

This phenomenon can be seen by the Chas-
sidim and the way they have been davening 
around the world for many generations. I 

live close to the Karliner Rebbe in Givat Zeev, 
and I see how every Chag and many Shabba-
tot throughout the year, the Chassidim flock 
to Givat Zeev to have lively, inspirational tefi-
lot with their Rebbe.

One of the beautiful aspects of living 
in modern times is seeing so many of the 
prophecies coming to fruition. If you look 
through the Shemona Esrei and compare 
where we are today to where we were 100 
years ago, we are moving forward on each 
request we have in the prayer. Therefore, 
whether it’s Kibbutz Galuyot, Refaenu, Atah 
Chonen L’Adam Daat, etc. we can see we 
are getting stronger and closer to the full 
Redemption. People are seeing that daven-
ing works, and they want to be a part of it.

Obviously we have much more to do to 
make davening more accessible and easier 
to connect with. As we do our best to fig-
ure out the right steps to take in order to 
enhance our connection and the younger 
generation’s connection to davening, this 
is a piece we should take into account as 
we help ourselves and the next generations 
strengthen the connection to our Father in 
Heaven. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and  
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 

Mazal Tov to  
Rabbi Dave & Chani Felsenthal and family  

on the birth of their granddaughter - Tzivia
daughter of Miriam Sara & Chaim Ginsburg
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FROM THE DESK OF
RABBI MOSHE HAUER OU Executive Vice President

Noach - Seeing 
the Divine in 
Others

In Parshas Noach (9:6), man is again 
referred to as being made in the Divine 
Image, אלקים  Yet the presentation .בצלם 
here is different than it was in the original 
account (1:26-27), in the creation narrative.  
There, when Adam was created, it describes 
how he was created in the Divine Image, 
implying his own significance within the 
world.  Here, on the other hand, man is told 
how he must not spill the blood of another 
man because the other is created in G-d’s 
image.

Rabbi Jonathan Sacks, of 
blessed memory, suggests 
the following brilliant 
insight: There is great 
value in reflecting upon 
our own significance and 
potential. But it is not without danger. In 
focusing on our own potential, we can 
remain self-centered, potentially leading 
to a generation like that of the flood, char-
acterized by self-centeredness and a lack of 
consideration of others. 

It is after the failed generation of the flood 
that G-d taught us to focus on the Divine in 
others, to recognize their greatness and 
potential. It is then, by transcending the self 
and focusing our attention on others that 
we can heal and receive the Divine assur-
ance that the world will never again need 
to be destroyed. 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA

US BROKERAGE SERVICES IN ISRAEL

Get the Best of Both Worlds
Keep your money in the US and receive

local expert investment advice 

02-624-0995  054-599-9530
aaron@lighthousecapital.co.il  www.aaronkatsman.com

CALL

Mazal Tov to  
Arlene Saslow and family  

on the Bat Mitzvah of her granddaughter  
Pnina Fleischer

Mazal Tov to  
Valerie Seidner and family  

on the marriage of her granddaughter
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      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Parshat Noach describes: the destruction 
of the world through the Flood, Noach and 
his family, the story of the Tower of Babel 
and the introduction of Avraham’s family.  

The first 2 parshiot in our Torah, Breishit 
and Noach, are essentially parallel creation 
stories, or more accurately a creation and 
a recreation. However, the lessons to be 
learned are not only in the parallels but 
in the differences. What is different in this 
recreation? What does G-d communicate 
to Noach that He did not communicate to 
Adam?

1st aliya (6:9-22).  Noach is righ-
teous, while the world is filled 
with evil. Noach is instructed 

to build an Ark, for while G-d is to destroy 

KI TEITZEII all living beings, He establishes a covenant 
with Noach to save him. Noach, his family, 
2 of each animal and the food are to be 
brought into the Ark. The aliya ends with 
“Noach did all that G-d commanded”.

The world will be destroyed with water.  
The Torah describes in the second verse 
in the Torah, that the first thing to exist 
in the world was water: “The spirit of G-d 
hovered over the waters”. If you want to 
indicate that the world is getting a reboot, 
is starting again, cover it with water, as it 
was “In the Beginning”.  

There is a detailed description of the 
dimensions of the Ark, while there is hardly 
any description of man’s evil that is caus-
ing the world to be destroyed. The Torah 
is more interested in the recreation than it 
is in the story of man’s failure. The title of 
the Flood story is not the destruction of the 
world, but the recreation of the world.

2nd aliya (7:1-16). Noach is 
again described as righteous.  
Bring 7 of each pure animal, 2 

of the impure, and all the birds into the Ark.  
Noach was 600 years old and brought his 
family into the Ark. The waters of the 
springs of the depths were released and the 
stores of water above were opened. All 
entered the Ark, as G-d had commanded 
Noach.

Both aliyot began with Noach’s righ-
teousness and end with him doing as G-d 
commanded. In a word, righteousness is 
defined.

The water floods the world from below 
and from above. We have seen water below 
and above before: in Creation, Ch. 1:6, G-d 
separated between the waters above and 
below and made the heavens between.  

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

NOACH

May the Torah learned from this TT 
be in loving memory of and לע"נ

ר' חיים בן זרח ז"ל
Chaim Greenberg ז"ל

נלב"ע ב-ו' מרחשון התשכ"ו

יהודית בת הרב יהושע דב ז"ל
Julia Fink-Greenberg ז"ל

נלב"ע ב-ט' מרחשון התשס"ו
ת.נ.צ.ב.ה
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There He separated the waters; here He 
is releasing all the water, reversing the 
Creation.

3rd aliya (7:17-8:14).  The Flood 
covers the earth. All living 
things die, save Noach and all 

that are in the Ark.  G-d remembers Noach.  
The waters recede. The Ark rests on Mt. 
Ararat. Noach sends out the raven. Then 
Noach sends out the dove to see if the water 
has receded enough for land to be inhabit-
able. She returns for she has found no place 
to rest.  After 7 days, she is sent out again 
and returns with an olive branch.  The 
third time she is sent out, she does not 
return. Noach removes the covering and 
sees there is dry land.

There is a lot of detail of water and of 
time. The rising water, the receding water, 
how many days it rained, how many days 
it took to recede. This stands in contrast to 
the initial creation of the world. In creation, 
each thing created happened immediately, 
each day crisp and defined. And after 6 
days, the creation ceased. In this recre-
ation, the covering of the world with water 
took months; the receding of the water took 
time. Why?

This is the most crucial part of this story.  
The world was not destroyed – I mean, not 
back to “tohu v’vohu – to void and empty”.  

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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to be true – a superb sea-view
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Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”
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In loving memory of
 our daughter and sister 
Judy Yellin a"h

  יהודית מאשה ע"ה בת אליעזר וחוה
on her 28th yahrzeit 

9 Marcheshvan 
The Yellin and Weingarten families 
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fruitful and multiply, to fill the earth. They 
may eat creatures but may not kill man.

The echoes of Creation continue. Noach 
and the animals receive the same blessings 
made to the animals and to man in Cre-
ation, to be fruitful and multiply. Noach 
is the new Adam.  But with one dramatic 
difference. G-d pledges that never again 
will there be a destruction of land, ani-
mals or seasons.  This was not promised at 
Creation.  

The notion of G-d promising is shocking.  
G-d making promises to man? Really? 
He promises to us? Could it be that all the 
horrible evil that man is capable of perpe-
trating, and has perpetrated in the history 
of mankind – that in spite of all that evil, 
He guarantees the world will never deserve 
to be destroyed? It must be that mankind, 
in just the way it has been created, capable 
of evil but capable of good, that creation 
of mankind is so precious to G-d that He 
commits to us, regardless of our failings. As 
such, the story of the Torah is a love story; 
G-d’s love and commitment to mankind, 
just the way it is.

5th aliya (9:8-17). G-d tells 
Noach and his family that He is 
making a covenant with all liv-

ing things that the world will never again 
be destroyed by Flood. The rainbow is a 
sign of this covenant between us. I will see 
the rainbow and remember this eternal 
covenant.

The word “brit”, covenant occurs 7 times 
in this paragraph of 9 verses. We are so 
familiar with the rainbow after the flood 
story that its plain meaning slips by unno-
ticed. G-d is pledging himself to the world.  
And, as if to make sure He Himself doesn’t 

G-d did not look at the evil of the world – 
man and animals - and destroy the world.  
He could have chosen to destroy the world 
entirely and begin anew with another 6 
days of creation. He did not do that. He 
“recreated” the existing world – saving 
Noach, saving the world, covering it slowly 
with the water that existed.

The story of the Torah is G-d’s love of 
and commitment to man and to the world 
He created. He saves the world. He saves 
Noach. But even before this; Adam and 
Eve sinned and were punished. But not 
destroyed. Cain killed Abel, the most egre-
gious sin, and is punished; but is not himself 
killed. G-d is committed to this world and 
is committed to mankind. He destroys the 
world naturally, maintaining it, covering 
it slowly with water and waiting for the 
water to recede. That very process commu-
nicates His commitment to His world and 
to mankind.

4th aliya (8:15-9:7).  Noach is 
told to leave the Ark with his 
family and with the animals, 

blessing the animals to teem over the land.  
Noach offered sacrifices on an altar. G-d 
committed to never again curse land and 
animals because of man, nor the constella-
tions. G-d blesses Noach and family to be 

May the Torah learning from the 
Torah Tidbits be in loving memory of

Vivian Chesner a"h
Beloved Mother and Grandmother

וועליה בת דניאל ע"ה
נלב"ע א' מרחשון

Nechama & Elliot Rosner and Family
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forget, He places a sign, a reminder of his 
pledge.

This rainbow is like the engagement ring 
in a love story. Noach has got to be looking 
around, wondering, “is He talking to me?  
What did I do to deserve this? The Master 
of the Universe, who just covered the world 
in water due to man’s failings, He is com-
mitting to me? And binding Himself with a 
rainbow, lest He forget?”

The Creation story crowned man with 
majesty, created in the image of G-d. The 
Flood recreation story is a love story, the 
love of G-d for man, the commitment He 
has to man. And while a covenant has 2 
parties, each of whom pledges to the other, 
in this covenant nothing is demanded of 
man. Only He pledges to us.

6th aliya (9:18-10:32).  Noach 
plants a vineyard, becomes 
drunk and lies exposed in his 

tent. Cham sees Noach; the other sons cover 
Noach without looking. Cham is cursed, 
Shem is blessed, Yefet granted beauty.  
Noach’s numerous descendents are listed, 
distinctive in geography and in 
language.

Noach seems to follow in 
Adam’s agrarian footsteps – 
Adam was placed in the Garden 
of Eden, Noach plants a vine-
yard.  But the decline of the 
new man is not long in coming. 
The generations of Noach are 
described as different, distinct, 
separated into nations, into 
languages and distinct geo-
graphic regions. This gives rise 
to Nimrod, the warrior – distinc-
tions and groupings give rise 

GET A
PROFESSIONAL
VISION EXAM

02-674-3888

FREE exam with purchase

USING THE MOST ADVANCED
DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPMENT

 
 
 

Multifocal Experts
Contact lens fittings
Satisfaction guaranteed!

• Wide selection of beautiful frames

You Deserve  
a Professional  
Vision Exam

Please call for an appointment

Macabi and Meuchedet benefits

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 

CHANA WAYSMAN 
SPECIALIST DIETITIAN 
BFSc&Nutr, MDiet, APD, AN, RD 
 
 
 

Wolfson Medical Center 
9a Diskin St, Rehavia, Jerusalem  
 M  0587 525 916 
 E   chana.waysman@gmail.com 
 W  www.slimplicity.wix.com/diet 



12     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783

naturally to competition.
7th aliya (11:1-32).  The Tower 
of Babel, an attempt to unite 
mankind results in a disper-

sion and proliferation of languages. The 
genealogy of Noach’s descendants contin-
ues until Avraham’s family is introduced, 
who journey toward the land of Israel.

The story of the Tower of Babel begins as a 
desire for unity, ends with people scattered 
the world over. The desire for unity would 
seem to be a good thing. However, unity 
often implies united under me, coercing all 
to be like me. World history is the history of 
empires, seeking to make the world a better 
place by being just like me.  The theme of 
dispersion, of exile which began with Adam 
being exiled from the Garden of Eden, and 
Cain exiled to wander the world has its next 
chapter with the dispersion, the exile of the 
builders of the Tower of Babel.  

The dispersion and exile of the first 2 
parshiot of the Torah will be reversed with 
the call to Avraham to come to the Land of 
Israel. 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

בעצם היום הזה בא נח, ושם וחם ויפת בני נח ואשת נח אתם אל התבה (ז:יג)
“On THAT VERY DAY Noach came, with Shem, Cham, and Yafet, Noach’s sons, with Noach’s wife, into 

the Ark.” (7:13)
This phrase “On That Very Day” is mentioned three different times in the Torah. Why? Once when the 

Israelites left Egypt, once on the day of Moshe’s death and here. What is the importance of the Torah 
stressing in these places that it occurred on that very day?

The great work, the Sifrei, a work of Midrash Halacha from the Tannaic period, points out that in all 
three stories, the action taken was met with intense opposition.

Before the Israelites left Egypt, the Egyptians warned them that they would not be allowed to leave. As 
Moshe’s death approached, the Israelites protested that they would not tolerate their leader being taken 
from them. Here too, when Noach was building the Ark, the people watching, forewarned that if Noach 
attempts to board the Ark, they will destroy it.

In each occurrence, G-d carried out the actions involved in broad daylight, in the middle of the day, for 
all to see G-d’s will, and the threats came to naught.

Shabbat Shalom

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 54:1 - 55:5

This Shabbat the haftorah for parshat 
Noach is taken from chapter 54 in the 
Navi, Yeshayahu. It describes the nation 
of Israel after the destruction of the Beit 
Hamikdash. The Navi assures the people 
that Hashem will forever share his kind-
ness and love with His people and He 
will continue to protect and sustain the 
people. 

The special connection to parshat Noach 
is contained in pasuk 59:9 which refers to 
the destruction of Yerushalayim as “...this is 
like the waters of Noach to me…”

The Navi concludes with the reassurance 
that Hashem remembers His covenant 
with the world and His Chosen People. 
The degree to which we reveal Hashem’s 
presence in our lives is the degree to which 
Hashem’s protection and close concern is 
realized. It is our responsibility to reveal 
Hashem. We achieve this by observing His 
commandments and learning His Torah. 
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None of the TARYAG mitzvot are from No’ach, yet 
there are mitzvot in the sedra, specifically (but not 
only) references to the Noahide laws. So too is P'RU 
URVU repeated to No'ach - it is counted as a mitzva 
from B'reishit, when it was commanded to Adam.

MITZVOT

STATS

2nd of 54 sedras, 2nd of 12 in B'reishit 
Written on 230 lines in a Torah, rank: 15 
18 Parshiyot; 5 open, 13 closed; rank: 12 
153 p'sukim - ranks 4th Largest in B'reishit - tied w/
Vayishlach 
1861 words - ranks 11 (6th in B'reishit) 
6907 letters - ranks 13 (6th in B'reishit) 
Drop in ranking for words and letters is due to No'ach's 
very short p'sukim. No'ach ranks 49th in words/pasuk 
and 51st in letters/ pasuk in the Torah. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 

SHIUR SPONSORS
Sunday, October 23rd - Rabbi Bienenfeld’s shiur was sponsored 
 Avraham Yehuda ben Menachem z”l whose yahrzeit was לע”נ

28 Tishrei by his wife Edith Rosenberg and the Brachfeld family  

Tuesday, October 25th - Rebbetzin  Shira Smiles shiur  
was sponsored in loving memory of Hinda bat Shneor Zalman a”h - 

mother of Linda Zacks on her 7th Yahrzeit  

Tuesday, Oct 25th - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored 
by Betty & Melvin Sineowitz on the occasion of their grandson’s 

marriage - Mazel Tov to Esther Rochel Davidman  
& Michoel Yaakov Sinowitz, May they build a Bayit Ne’eman b’Yisroel

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h



14     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783

www.ahuzatyonatan.co.il  

Dina: 054 - 4978133
Search on Google:

אחוזת יונתן
החיים החדשים שלכם

AHUZAT YONATAN
Yad Binyamin

We came to “Achuzat Yonatan” from Neve Daniel and found an innovative project that gives the 
residents security and peace of mind. We already feel a sense of belonging and companionship in 
the new project.Yad Binyamin has a wide variety of services for our age group and a very warm 
and friendly community. Living in Yad Binyamin has proven to be a very positive step in our lives. 

Chana and Menachem Persoff

Full 
ownership

Local shops and 
community  centres

Pastoral 
atmosphere 

Active 
community 

Synagogue and 
mini market on site

3 minutes 
from Route 6

NEW RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY FOR 55+
Ahuzat Yonatan Yad Binyamin

You already know what is important in life

www.ahuzatyonatan.co.il  

Dina: 054 - 4978133
Search on Google:

אחוזת יונתן
החיים החדשים שלכם

AHUZAT YONATAN
Yad Binyamin

We came to “Achuzat Yonatan” from Neve Daniel and found an innovative project that gives the 
residents security and peace of mind. We already feel a sense of belonging and companionship in 
the new project.Yad Binyamin has a wide variety of services for our age group and a very warm 
and friendly community. Living in Yad Binyamin has proven to be a very positive step in our lives. 

Chana and Menachem Persoff

Full 
ownership

Local shops and 
community  centres

Pastoral 
atmosphere 

Active 
community 

Synagogue and 
mini market on site

3 minutes 
from Route 6

NEW RESIDENTIAL COMMUNITY FOR 55+
Ahuzat Yonatan Yad Binyamin

You already know what is important in life



14     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         15

Liaise with tax professionals in Israel and the US
to assist in tax filing and record keeping

 

Ensuring financial health by organizing and
streamlining finances to safeguard your assets

 

We think of
everything,

so you don’t
have to

File management, bill payment and bank
reconciliations

 

Tracking and monitoring income, expenses and
investments 

With Donor Rescue, you can 
recapture thousands of dollars 
from donors who got distracted 
before clicking submit.

THE PHONE 
RINGS. THE 
BABY CRIES. 
THE SHIUR 
BEGINS. 

Contact CauseMatch today to learn about using Donor Rescue during 
your next crowdfunding campaign.

917.341.4586    02.376.1257
solutions@causematch.com    causematch.com

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Gilinski Real Estate 

gilinski.co.il 
 

German Colony 
Authentic villa 
220 SQM  
Building rights  
#052-6984466 
 

 

 

 

Near Old 
Katamon 
250 SQM 
 210 SQM 
garden 
# 050-4607878 

 

 
Ramot 
Garden duplex 
180 SQM  
6.5 Rooms 
#050-7225694 
 



16     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783

THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Easy Spirituality
The French poet Baudelaire once 

remarked that the devil’s greatest success is 
his ability to convince us that he does not 
exist. 

Whereas Judaism does not believe in the 
devil quite as Baudelaire does, it does believe 
that there is a “devilish” force called the 
yetzer hara within each of us, and that that 
force works in very subtle ways. At the same 
time, with ambivalence, we definitely do 
tend to believe that this yetzer does not exist. 

Jewish writings through the ages have 
debated the nature of this force. All these 
writings ultimately trace back to a verse in 
this week’s Torah portion, Parshat Noach: 
“The devising of man’s mind is evil from his 
youth.” (Genesis 8:21)

And to a similar verse in last week’s Torah 
portion: “The Lord saw how great was 
man’s wickedness on earth, and how every 
plan devised by his mind was nothing but 

evil all the time.” (Genesis 6:5)
Thus, there most assuredly is an inclina-

tion for evil in each of us. He or she who 
wishes to live the life of a good person is well 
advised to guard against this natural incli-
nation. This yetzer-force rarely commands 
us directly to do what is wrong. Instead, it 
tries to craftily delude us into thinking that 
what is wrong and evil is right and good. 

A favorite strategy for the yetzer is to per-
suade us that it seeks the same ends and 
objectives as God does, but that alternate 
ways of achieving those ends are also legit-
imate. Take spirituality, for example. How 
does one achieve a sense of spirituality? 

For Judaism, spirituality and the emotions 
which accompany it can only be achieved 
through hard work: prayer, study, sacrifice, 
and above all, charity and compassion. No 
easy “grace!” The yetzer, while not deny-
ing the value of spirituality, tempts us with 
short cuts, and cheap and ersatz methods to 
achieve the same results as the more ardu-
ous methods prescribed by the Torah. 

A wonderful illustration of this dynamic 
is found in this week’s Torah portion, just 
after the story of the great Flood. Noah and 
his family are beginning anew, rebuilding 
their lives, rebuilding the world. What is the 
first thing Noah does? He plants a vineyard. 
His grapes grow and ripen, he makes wine 
and drinks it and gets drunk. 

What prompted Noah to make wine his 
first priority? Let me suggest the following 

Religious

Caregiver
Car owner
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imaginary scenario to answer that ques-
tion. Noah walked with God. He enjoyed 
the sense of spirituality for which many of 
us yearn. He experienced a spiritual “high.” 
In the past, he achieved that level of spiri-
tuality by virtue of hard work: obedience, 
construction of the Ark, gathering the ani-
mals of the world, tending to them, offering 
sacrifices. Along came Noah’s yetzer-force, 
and said, “Noah! There must be an easier 
way! You can achieve the same spiritual 
high, the same sense of wholeness and holi-
ness without all that work. All it will take is a 
few drinks of one of God’s own juices. Plant 
a vineyard, make some wine and drink it 
and you will feel all the good feelings you 
felt before, and then some.”

For, you see, the yetzer, or if you wish the 
devil, knows of the connection between 
addiction and spirituality. 

How well I remember the 1960s, and the 
many gifted spiritual seekers who resorted 
to alcohol and more potent substances to 
generate moods of spirituality.

Judaism cautions us not to be seduced 
by facile techniques, even in the service 
of achieving higher and holier states of 
conscientiousness. That is why the Torah 
shifts next week into the story of Abraham, 
whose spirituality was based on service, 
on the courageous search for social justice, 
and on compassionate concern for others in 
need. In short, Abraham was dedicated to 
the very arduous methods that Noah sought 
to circumvent by drink.   
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

SEALING SERVICES  
AND ROOFING
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The Courage 
to Live with 
Uncertainty

For each of us there are milestones on our 
spiritual journey that change the direction 
of our life and set us on a new path. For 
me one such moment came when I was a 
rabbinical student at Jews’ College and thus 
had the privilege of studying with one of the 
great rabbinic scholars of our time, Rabbi 
Dr. Nachum Rabinovitch, zt”l. 

He was a giant: one the most profound 
Maimonidean scholars of the modern age, 
equally at home with virtually every sec-
ular discipline as with the entire rabbinic 
literature, and one of the boldest and most 
independent of poskim, as his several pub-
lished volumes of Responsa show. He also 
showed what it was to have spiritual and 
intellectual courage, and that in our time 

has proved, sadly, all too rare.
The occasion was not special. He was 

merely giving us one of his regular divrei 
Torah. The week was parshat Noach. But the 
Midrash he quoted to us was extraordinary. 
In fact, it is quite hard to find. It appears 
in the book known as Buber’s Tanchuma, 
published in 1885 by Martin Buber’s grand-
father Shlomo from ancient manuscripts. It 
is a very early text – some say as early as 
the fifth century – and it has some overlap 
with an ancient Midrash of which we no 
longer have the full text known as Midrash 
Yelamdenu.

The text is in two parts, and it is a com-
mentary on God’s words to Noah: ‘Then God 
said to Noah, “Come out of the Ark”’ (Gen. 
8:16). On this the Midrash says: 

Noah said to himself, “Since I only entered 
the Ark with permission (from God), shall 
I leave without permission?” The Holy One 
blessed be He said to him: “Are you looking 
for permission? In that case I give you per-
mission.” Then God said to Noah, “Come out 
of the Ark.”

The Midrash then adds: ‘Said Rabbi Judah 
bar Ilai, “If I had been there, I would have 
smashed down [the doors of] the Ark and 
taken myself out of it.”’1

1  The Midrash seems to be based on the 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L
Former Chief Rabbi of the United Hebrew 
Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 
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The moral Rabbi Rabinovitch drew – 
indeed the only one possible - was that when 
it comes to rebuilding a shattered world, you 
do not wait for permission. God gives us per-
mission. He expects us to go on ahead.

This was, of course, part of an ancient 
tradition, mentioned by Rashi in his com-
mentary (to Gen. 6:9), and central to the 
Sages’ understanding of why God began the 
Jewish people not with Noah but with Abra-
ham. Noah, says the Torah, “walked with 
God” (6:9). But God said to Abraham, “Walk 
on ahead of Me” (Gen. 17:1). So the point was 
not new, but the drama and power of the 
Midrash were stunning.

Suddenly I understood that this is a sig-
nificant part of what faith is in Judaism: to 
have the courage to pioneer, to do some-
thing new, to take the road less travelled, to 
venture out into the unknown. That is what 
Abraham and Sarah had done when they 
left their land, their home and their father’s 
house. It is what the Israelites did in the days 
of Moses when they journeyed forth into the 
wilderness, guided only by a pillar of cloud 
by day and fire by night.

fact that this is the first verse in the Torah 
where the verb d-b-r (to speak) is used. The 
root a-m-r (to say) has a similar meaning 
but there is a slight difference between them. 
D-b-r usually implies speaking harshly, 
judgmentally. See also Ibn Ezra ad loc., who 
senses from the text that Noah was reluctant 
to leave the Ark.

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.     
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com   

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
  etamorrisrealty.co.il  
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the modern mind, each of them a pioneer 
in his or her own way: Einstein in phys-
ics, Durkheim in sociology, Levi-Strauss 
in anthropology, Mahler and Schoenberg 
in music, and a whole string of innovative 
economists from David Ricardo (the law of 
comparative advantage) to John von Neu-
mann (Game Theory) to Milton Friedman 
(monetary theory), to Daniel Kahneman and 
Amos Tversky (behavioural economics).

They dominated the fields of psychia-
try, psychotherapy, and psychoanalysis, 
from Freud and his circle to Viktor Frankl 
(Logotherapy), Aaron T. Beck (Cognitive 
Behavioural Therapy) and Martin Selig-
man (Positive Psychology). The pioneers of 
Hollywood and film were almost all Jewish. 
Even in popular music the achievement is 
stunning, from Irving Berlin and George 
Gershwin, masters of the American musi-
cal, to Bob Dylan and Leonard Cohen, the 
two supreme poets of popular music in the 
twentieth century.

In many cases – such is the fate of inno-
vators – the people concerned had to face 
a barrage of criticism, disdain, opposition, 
or disregard. You have to be prepared to 
be lonely, at best misunderstood, at worst 
vilified and defamed. As Einstein said, “If 
my theory of relativity is proven successful, 
Germany will claim me as a German and 
France will declare me a citizen of the world. 
Should my theory prove untrue, France will 
say that I am a German, and Germany will 
declare that I am a Jew.” To be a pioneer 

Faith is precisely the courage to take a risk, 
knowing that “Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil, for You are with me” (Ps. 23:4). It took 
faith to challenge the religions of the ancient 
world, especially when they were embodied 
in the greatest empires of their time. It took 
faith to stay Jewish in the Hellenistic age, 
when Jews and Judaism must have seemed 
small and parochial when set against the 
cosmopolitan culture of Ancient Greece and 
the Alexandrian Empire.

It took the faith of Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Gamla to build, as early as the first century, 
the world’s first ever system of universal, 
compulsory education (Baba Batra 21a), and 
the faith of Rabban Yohanan ben Zakkai to 
realise that Judaism could survive the loss 
of independence, land and Temple, on the 
basis of an academy of scholars and a cul-
ture of scholarship.

In the modern age, even though many of 
Jewry’s most distinguished minds either lost 
or abandoned their faith, nonetheless that 
ancient reflex survived. How else are we 
to understand the phenomenon that a tiny 
minority in Europe and the United States 
was able to produce so many shapers of 
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
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0524419731

In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden 
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu, 
has great potential, parking, storage, for 

renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -  

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor, 
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking

Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m 
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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– as Jews know from our history - you have 
to be prepared to spend a long time in the 
wilderness.

That was the faith of the early Zionists. They 
knew early on, some from the 1860s, others 
after the pogroms of the 1880s, Herzl after the 
Dreyfus trial, that European Enlightenment 
and Emancipation had failed, that despite 
its immense scientific and political achieve-
ments, mainland Europe still had no place for 
the Jew. Some Zionists were religious, others 
were secular, but most importantly they all 
knew what the Midrash Tanchuma made so 
clear: when it comes to rebuilding a shattered 
world or a broken dream, you don’t wait for 
permission from Heaven. Heaven is telling 
you to go ahead.

That is not carte blanche to do whatever 
we like. Not all innovation is constructive. 
Some can be very destructive indeed. But 
this principle of “Walk on ahead”, the idea 
that the Creator wants us, His greatest cre-
ation, to be creative, is what makes Judaism 
unique in the high value it places on the 
human person and the human condition.

Faith is the courage to take a risk for the 
sake of God or the Jewish people; to begin 
a journey to a distant destination knowing 
that there will be hazards along the way, but 
knowing also that God is with us, giving us 
strength if we align our will with His. Faith 
is not certainty, but the courage to live with 
uncertainty. 

These weekly teachings from Rabbi Sacks 
zt”l are part of his ‘Covenant & Conversa-
tion’ series on the weekly Torah teaching. 
With thanks to the Schimmel Family for their 
generous sponsorship, dedicated in loving 
memory of Harry (Chaim) Schimmel. Visit 
www.RabbiSacks.org for more.
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entrance, high ceilings, 
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Elcharizi St.,Rechavia 
new project, 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
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Duplex  
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30m terrace to greenery 
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The selection of prakim 54-55 in 
Sefer Yishayahu as this week’s 
haftarah seems to be rather 

obvious.  These chapters are found in the 
latter part of the sefer, in the section that 
includes the navi’s visions of comfort, 
(which explains why they are read as part 
of the haftarot of consolation following 
Tish’a B’av).  The connection to our par-
sha is found in the prophet’s words “ki mei 
Noach zot li,” “this oath of G-d (not to pour 
His wrath out against Israel) is like the 
oath I made regarding the waters 
of Noah (never again to flood 
the earth),” an oath of which 
we read in the parsha.

Many point out that the 
connection of the haftarah to 
our parsha can also be seen 
in the beginning of chapter 54 
where the navi calls for the barren 
woman to rejoice, a hint to the closing of 
Parshat Noach where we read that Avram’s 
wife, Sarai, was barren - but would soon 
rejoice.  Others suggest that the haftarah’s 
expression “B’shetzef Ketzef” - “with but a 
slight (short-termed) anger have I hidden 
My presence from you,” reminds us of the 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

quick, relatively short-termed flood that 
inundated the earth when G-d, seemingly, 
hid His presence from mankind.

As is true so often, however, there is yet 
another, perhaps deeper, connection to this 
week’s Torah reading.  The flood was not 
simply a punishment for an immoral and 
corrupt generation, or a method to erase the 
sinful society. Rather, it was also meant to be 
the beginning of a new epoch, a new world, 
for humanity. It was a “second chance”. G-d 

placed the first couple in Gan Aiden, 
prohibiting them from eating the 

fruit of the forbidden trees and 
blessing them with the charge 
to increase and “fill the 
earth”. Similarly, He placed 
Noah and his family on Mt. 

Ararat, imposing upon them 
the seven Noahide laws (sheva 

mitzvot b’nai Noach) - a basic moral 
code for humanity, while also blessing them 
to “increase and fill the earth”.  It was, in 
effect, a “re-genesis.”

The navi Yishayahu uses the flood and its 
results as a lesson to his errant generation. 
He does not comfort them with the prom-
ise that Hashem would retract His judgment 
and remove His punishments. Rather, he 
tells the nation that the punishments that 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!

This week Shabbat afternoon shiur by  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 4:15pm  

in the back garden of the OU Israel Center



22     TORAH TIDBITS 1489 / NOACH 5783 OU ISRAEL CENTER         23

would befall them as a result of their sins 
must be used to be as a new beginning, an 
opportunity to repent, to rebuild faith in G-d 
and to recreate a moral and just society.  The 
suffering should bring a “recreation”.

I imagine that Yishayahu’s lesson should 
be learned by our generation as well. No. 
Not as a “sinful” generation but as one that 
has experienced indescribable suffering. 
We, the “next” generation, the redeemed 
generation who returned home after the 
destruction of the Holocaust, face a chal-
lenge similar to the post-flood survivors: to 
rebuild our faith, to re-establish our State, to 
reinvigorate our land and to create the just 
and moral society that Hashem demands of 
us. 

We, too, must “re-create”. We are a gener-
ation that must “re-generate”! And, by doing 
so, we will also bring a “re-genesis”. 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Many commentaries take issue with the 
fact that Noach does not seek to defend the 
people of his generation before God. Noach 
is a true servant. God asked Noach to build 
an ark and he did so. God requests that he 
gather the animals and Noach abides by 
His request. The Torah uses the phrase 
“va’yaas Noach” several times to highlight 
that he indeed fulfilled all of Hashem’s 
requests.  Why did Noach not daven to 
Hashem or request that the generation be 
saved?  

In Parshat Vayera, when Avraham 
learns of the imminent destruction of 
Sedom, he pleads with Hashem to spare 
the inhabitants of Sedom. When Moshe 
hears of Hashem’s desire to annihilate Am 
Yisrael and start a nation from Moshe’s 
descendants, Moshe pleads for their for-
giveness.  Why did Noach not attempt to 
persuade Hashem to reconsider bringing 
a flood to destroy the earth’s inhabitants 
when he was informed of the fate of his 
generation?  

In defense of Noach, the Ohr Hachaim 
offers two explanations.  The first is based 
on linguistics and the second is based on 
logic.  When Hashem appears to Avraham 
in connection with Sedom, Hashem tells 

Avraham “I will descend and see” “ארדה 
 It is clear that a final decision  - ”נא ואראה
has not yet been taken (Bereshit 18:21).  
Hashem is telling Avraham that he is eval-
uating whether or not to destroy Sedom.  
Therefore, Avraham has the ability to try 
to persuade Hashem to spare the inhabi-
tants of Sedom. Similarly, when Hashem 
informs Moshe that he is frustrated with 
the nation, it does not appear that Hashem 
made a final decision (see Bamidbar 14:11).   
Therefore, Moshe is able to defend Am Yis-
rael before Hashem. 

In contrast, when Noach is informed of 
the flood – it is presented by Hashem as fait 
accompli.  God tells Noach: “I am destroy-
ing them from the earth” (והנני משחיתם את 

 Once God makes .(Bereshit 7:13) (הארץ
a decree there is no ability for Noach to 
change God’s will. Avraham and Moshe 
were presented with God’s considerations, 
Noach with God’s final decision. Therefore, 
Noach’s prayers would be useless in chang-
ing the will of God.  

In addition, Hashem’s appearance to 
Avraham and Moshe was not necessary.  
Hashem could have carried out His destruc-
tion without consulting them. The mere 
fact that Hashem raised his considerations 

Why Didn’t Noach Pray on Behalf 
of The People in His Generation?
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with them was so that they could plead for 
mercy on behalf of the sinners.   Noach 
however, had to be informed of the imme-
diate danger, since he had to build an ark 
in order to be spared. Hashem’s revelation 
to Noach was not a hint to pray, but practi-
cal advice so that Noach and his family can 
survive the flood.  

For some reason Noach is viewed as a 
very ambiguous figure. Some claim that 
he was righteous compared to those wicked 
people who lived in his generation, but if 
he lived in the generation of Avraham he 
would not have been viewed as such a righ-
teous individual (see Rashi on first pasuk).  
The Ohr Hachamim cleverly defends 
Noach so that we understand why he mer-
ited being saved.  It is always good when 
judging others to give them the benefit of 
the doubt. 

JHomes - Jerusalem Fine Realtyבס"ד
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Vineyard’s 
Vision

“Vayachel Noach ish ha’adamah vayita 
kerem – and Noach, a man of the earth, 
began, and he planted a vineyard.” (Bere-
isheet 9;20) This verse sets the trajectory for 
Noach and his family in the aftermath of the 
Great Flood with devastating results. “Vay-
achel – and he began.” As Noach sets out 
to rebuild the world, the Torah directs us 
with this one word as we try to understand 
where Noach went wrong. Rashi notes that 
the word ‘vayechel’ also connotes “chulin” – 
that which is profane. In choosing to plant 
a vineyard, Noach ends up drunk and dis-
graced, everything the opposite of holiness 
and sacred. There are powerful lessons 
that we can learn from this incident and 
apply to our own experiences as we make 
our own choices to live higher.

Just as reentering the earth’s atmosphere 

is one of the most tenuous moments in a 
space shuttle’s flight, Rav Wolbe cautions 
us to act carefully after undergoing a signif-
icant spiritual elevation. If one follows such 
an experience with any activity that is not on 
par with this newly acquired spiritual level, 
he has indeed caused himself to be profane, 
leaving a void in his spiritual achievement. 
Noach had just spent an entire year dedicat-
ing himself continuously to the well-being 
of the animals in the ark and ensuring the 
continuity of the world. His very first act 
should have been something that reflected 
this intense devotion to others as opposed 
to doing something that suggested personal 
indulgence, i.e., planting a vineyard to make 
wine. We can keep this in mind at the uplift-
ing times in our lives, be it a special Shabbat 
or chag, and think about what we can do in 
the following days to maintain the spiritual 
exhilaration we found.

Rav Milevsky in Ner Uziel describes Noach 
as standing at an existential crossroads 
when he disembarked from the ark. Noach 
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sees before him a destroyed world. What 
will he choose? He could express gratitude 
that he was saved from such wreckage and 
ruin and dedicate himself even more fully 
to the service of Hashem. Or, he could lose 
faith in Man’s higher morality and plunge 
himself into pure physicality; unfortunately, 
Noach chooses the latter. Often, when faced 
with difficult life choices, we find ourselves 
at a similar crossroads. Human nature may 
push us to take the easier, more convenient 
path, but we know that our superior selves 
can do better and choose the more deeply 
gratifying, ultimate Truth.

At this juncture, the Torah refers to Noach 
as an “ish ha’adamah - a man of the earth”.  
Rav Chasman in Ohr Yahel explains that by 
making a decision that was based on his 
lower earthly desires, Noach identified with 
his earthiness and not his higher spiritual 
capacity. He thus plummeted from being 
called a ‘tzadik’ in the beginning of the 
parashah to deserving this simple, base desig-
nation. With one decision, what to plant first, 
he spirals completely out of control. Chazal 
tell us that one can acquire his world with 
one turn, one moment spent making the 
right choice. We too, may experience such 
‘one-time’ decisions. Take that moment to 
consider the consequences and ramifications 
and choose the appropriate course. 

Letitcha Elyon points our attention to the 
language of the Mesilat Yesharim. One must 
know “mah chovato b’olamo” - what is each 
person’s obligation in his world. Each person 
is a mini world wherein we each must make 
decisions that are in sync with Hashem’s 
expectations. May we choose appropriately 
in our continued service to make this world 
a repository for the Shechinah. 

28, Kovshei Katamon Street, Jerusalem
Tel: 02.5633008 - www.ben-zimra.com

OLD KATAMON CLOSE TO GERMAN COLONY - 
New 3 room apartment, elevator, balcony with 
view, master bedroom, quiet, bright,  
3,600,000 NIS

OLD KATAMON - New small  building,  
3/4/5/6 rooms, good location, garden or 
balconies, luxury, quiet, storage, parking, rare!

CLOSE TO OLD KATAMON - Beautiful  
5 rooms, 120m, modern building, Shabbat 
elevator, accessibility without stairs,  
sukkah balcony with view, master bedroom, 
storageroom, 2 parkings, 5,500,000 NIS

UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON -  
Great location, Beautiful house on a plot of a 
dunam, huge garden, Arabic style, quiet,  
2 parkings, rare!
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Sweet Talk 
Rebbe Yitzchak Luria, zy’a, was undoubt-

edly the greatest expositor of the secrets 
of Torah since Rebbe Shimon bar Yochai, 
author of the Zohar. Known by the acro-
nym Arizal or ‘the Ari HaKadosh’, the 
prefix alef  stands for Eloki, “the Godly 
Rebbe Yitzchak”. No other sage in Jewish 
history has been granted this honorific. 
Revolutionized the way we understand 
and live with pnimiyus haTorah, revealed 
an interpretive system of Kavanos, spiri-
tual intentionality toward the direction and 
application of the Kabbalah in prayer and 
mitzvah observance.

Who could begin to imagine the awe-
some Yamim Nora’im tefillos of the holy 
Arizal? A familiar yet invaluable ancient 
tale perhaps holds a tiny glimpse:

One year, following the busy holiday 
period, the Arizal sensed that while the 
prayers he had led in the company of 
the scholars and kabbalists of Tzfas were 
impactful, there was something missing 
in them. In an effort to seek out a tikun 
and gain clarity on this intuition, the 
Arizal entered a deep meditative state 
and ascended to the upper worlds. There, 
in his state of expanded consciousness, 
a dream-like vision was shown to him 
of a Yid whose tefillos were remarkably 
favored on high.

Summoning his devoted disciple, Rav 
Chaim Vital, the Arizal insisted they 
embark on a journey to find out who this 
fellow was and how he had achieved so 
much in his prayers. After a days of mys-
tical travels, they arrived at a small hut 
in a far flung Galilean town, and were 
taken aback by the luminous visage of 
the holy man when he came to the door. 
The sage greeted him and asked, “Please 
tell me dear brother, have you learned 
the depths of the Zohar’s comments on 
tefillah? 

“Rebbe,” the man swallowed shyly, “I am 
sorry to say, I’m unfamiliar with that…. 
And, well, honestly, I’ve never studied 
much Torah.”

“But you do daven with kavanos, with 
lofty intentions, do you not?”

“Rebbe! …I don’t even know what that 
means!?”

The Ari and Rav Chaim looked at each 
other in wonder. “My friend, tell me please 
of your avodah during the High Holy Days, 
I must know!” 

“Alright, if the Rebbe really wants. To be 
honest, I grew up in poverty, I never had 
the opportunity to learn even the basics of 
Torah and tefillah. In fact, I barely know 
half of the letters of the alef-beis. I’m not so 
comfortable in the shul, but of course I went 
anyway. Rebbe,” he grinned with embar-
rassment, “I confess, I wanted desperately 
to fit in and daven with the congregation; 
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everyone was davenning so eloquently in 
Hebrew…. My heart was so broken, I didn’t 
know what to do, so finally I just shouted 
out the handful of letters I know: ‘Aleph, 
beis, gimmel, daled, hei, vav, zayin, ches…!’ 
And then I said, ‘Master of the World! All I 
can do is give You what I know. That’s all I 
have, just a handful of ‘A-B-C’s’. Please help 
me — please string these letters together 
into words in a way that will bring You 
nachas…!”

Deeply moved by the sincerity of this 
Jew, the Ari haKadosh bowed his head 
and praised him, “Ashrecha, fortunate are 
you! …My friend, you’ll never know what a 
great gift you have given me today. Thank 
you!” Smiles remained on the lips of the 
two great teachers of Am Israel until they 
had returned to their holy beis medrash in 
Tzfas. 

…Needless to say, on the following year 
their prayers rose to an even greater level.

דֹרָֹתיו ֶאת־ ִמים ָהָיה בְּ יק תָּ ה ּתוְֹלדֹת נַֹח נַֹח ִאיׁש ַצדִּ ֵאלֶּ

ְך־נַֹח, ָהֱא-לִֹהים ִהְתַהלֶּ

 “These are the generations of Noach: 
Noach was an ish tzadik tamim b’dorosav, 
righteous and wholehearted, perfect, in 
his generations. Noach walked with God” 
(Bereishis, 6:9).

Hashem praises Noach as an ish tzadik 
tamim. The Hebrew word tam, sometimes 
translated as ‘perfect’, is more accurately 
‘innocent’ — while implying simplicity, 
purity, wholeheartedness, sincerity, and 
completeness. 

A lack of temimus takes a devastating toll 
on our inner world. Consider the core of 
our daily religious practice, Torah and tefil-
lah. While we may be able to intellectually 

02-651-4030FOR MANY MORE
PROPERTIES:

JERUSALEM SALES 
EXCITING PROJECTS, BUILDINGS:
Presales, Under Construction, Ready to Move In.
Buildings and Villas w/building rights + permits
Call for more information
OLD KATAMON
* In a small building, 125 sqm, private entrance,

3 exposures, Excellent potential, NIS 4,300,000!  
* 5 Bdrms, 135 sqm spacious duplex, succah, 

private elevator.
OLD CITY 
Magnicent 8+ room home with view to Har Habayit!
HAR NOF
* NEW ON MARKET!

Centrally located! 4.5 rooms, low oor, elevator, MB 
en suite, succah, machsan, Immediate

* Shlav A - 170 sqm duplex garden apt. , open view!
* Shlav A - 4 bdrms, renovated, spacious LR DR, succah
* Shlav B - 200 sqm garden duplex apartment,

beautiful kitchen, wrap around garden.

Eiferman Properties Ltd.
VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE

www.eifermanrealty.com
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explain numerous p’shatim and peirushim 
with fancy, highbrow language, engaging 
modern and ancient literary devices and 
analytical tools, it is the midah of temimus 
that connects us to what we are learning, 
saying and doing. Rather than merely 
articulating a mass of eloquent theoretical 
information, davening with temimus brings 
alive a simple truth: we are speaking with 
the Creator, Sustainer and Master of the 
World. 

This past week marked Rosh Chodesh 
Mar-Cheshvan. A number of explana-
tions are suggested regarding the root of 
the name and essence of this month. The 
prefix Mar means ‘bitter’, a reference to 
this month being broken-hearted over 
its lack of any festivals. Mar also means 
‘drop’, referring here to the first rains 
(the Yoreh), which fall in Cheshvan. Sefer 
haAruch suggests a word play: this month is 
Merachesh-van; merachesh (flowing) vahn 
(with water), as this is the month when we 
begin to pray for winter rains. 

The Gemara (Taanis, 25b) recounts how, 
during a severe drought, the great Rebbe 
Eliezer rose before the community and 
prayed for rain, reciting the six extra bless-
ings for rain ordained by the Sages to be 
added into the Amidah. Despite his twen-
ty-four blessings, rain did not fall. Rebbi 
Akiva then went before the ark and cried 
out: 
נּו,  ַמְלכֵּ ָאִבינּו  ה.  ָאתָּ א  ֶאלָּ ֶמֶלְך  ָלנּו  ֵאין  נּו  ַמְלכֵּ ָאִבינּו 

ְלַמַעְנָך ַרֵחם ָעֵלינּו!

Our Father, our King, we have no king 
other than You. Our Father, our King, for 
Your sake, have mercy on us!”

His prayers were answered immediately. 

The Gemara then points to Rebbe Akiva’s 
forgiving nature as the reason his prayers 
were more effective than those of his 
teacher Rebbe Eliezer. The Arizal (Sefer 
haKavanos), however, asserts that Rebbe 
Akiva opened his heart and cried out to 
Hashem with unscripted words and with 
complete humility and self-effacement, 
davening with temimus. 

The Gemara (Megillah, 27b) considers 
the length of time that one prayed as the 
time it  is ִפיו  ’,arranged in his mouth‘ ,ְסדּוָרה בְּ
meaning the period it continues to linger 
after one has completed his formal daven-
ing. If we have prayed with temimus, our 
lips may still be subtly and even subcon-
sciously articulating those prayers for quite 
some time.

Arugas haBosem relates that in the 
month of Marcheshvan, marchushei mer-
achshin, “our lips are still moving,” with the 
holy songs and prayers of the past month of 
Tishrei. Whispers of the elevated nigunim, 
songs and tefillos of Selichos, Rosh Hasha-
nah, Yom Kippur and Sukos still echo in our 
ears.

Before our memories of the High Holy 
Days and our kabbalos, our holy resolu-
tions for the new year, begin to fade, let us 
take up the opportunity of Cheshvan. Let 
us take this  time to process and reflect on 
our Tishrei prayers, and the lingering taste 
of their words and letters. In this way, may 
Mar-Cheshvan be sweetened with the after-
glow of those festivals.

And may the Ribbono Shel Olam always 
hear our sincere prayers, accept our ser-
vice of temimus, and ‘make it rain’ with 
floods of blessing!  
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NEW!
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes October 31st
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה
• Esther Fruma bat Baila
• Yisrael Leib ben Chana

Knitting Club at the OU Israel CenterKnitting Club at the OU Israel Center  
every other Thursday beginning  
July 21, 1:30-3:00pm  
Call 052-734-6354 for details

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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 It’s never too 
late to help the 

needy! We receive 
heartbreaking 
requests daily

Now, you can contribute to this 
Chesed Fund in various ways:

• Please assign checks to YESH EZRA 
and send them to Yesh Ezra,  

POB 36156, Romema, Jerusalem
•  Enter the Website at  

www.yeshezra.org and follow the 
instructions for $ and NIS contributions.
• Call Sara at 077-820-0196, Sunday-

Thursday, 10:00 am-3:00 pm, to donate 
with a credit card.

Thank you!
Inquiries or bank transfers:  

Menachem Persoff  
menpmp@gmail.com  050-570-1067

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל
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There is a fascinating teaching in 
the Zohar HaChadash that offers 
an interesting take on the narra-

tive of Noach.Upon emerging from the teiva 
and witnessing the destruction in the world 
following the flood, Noach began to weep, 
and then called out to Hashem- questioning 
how could it be that the world was deci-
mated. Hashem, according to this teaching, 
answers Noach, calling him a foolish ser-
vant- I told you that you were righteous 
before me, and that the world was destined 
for destruction, and you did nothing! You 
had the capacity to daven and intercede, 
and you did nothing to convince me that 
the world was worth protecting!

The great Chasidic Master Reb Levi 
Yitzchak of Berditchev, zy’a points out 
something interesting in this teaching. In 
not advocating at all, by not making any 
effort whatsoever to show concern for 
others, Noach was not simply selling oth-
ers short, but rather was selling himself 
short! Noach simply did not understand 
or believe that he, as a righteous person, 
had the ability to both advocate for or influ-
ence others! He simply didn’t understand 
that he, like each of us, can indeed make a 

difference-that we are all given the gift of 
koach hatefila, the power of tefila to trans-
form ourselves, and transform the world!

Reb Levi Yitzchak teaches us so power-
fully that each of us should reflect on this 
powerful lesson, that we should appreciate 
the capacity each of us has been endowed 
with, that our actions and tefilot do have 
the ability to impact others, and to lift up 
the entire world.

 This idea is reflected in a powerful 
short teaching from the Tzidkat HaTzadik, 
Reb Tzadok HaKohen of Lublin: K’sheim 
She’Adam Tzarich L’Haamin B’Hashem Yit-
barach, kach tzarich achar kach l’haamin 
b’atzmo-Just as a person must believe and be 
faithful to Hashem, so too one must believe 
and have faith in oneself!

Hashem bestows each of us with incredi-
ble capabilities-each of us must look inward 
with confidence and ask ourselves-how 
can I contribute to making the world a bet-
ter place? 

May each of us take to heart these two 
powerful ideas, and B’ezrat Hashem, may 
we merit both to channel those inner 
strengths, and collectively bring about a 
transformation of the entire world. 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com 

058-793-2222 | Jerusalem ,24 Even Sapir

BS″D

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com

Look for us:
NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

2020 2021

From your friends at
NOAM HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals
 The TOP 10 Real Estate Office in 

Jerusalem for 2020 & 2021
(MADLAN)

HAPPY
Passover

NACHLAOT

Great Investment 
Property,

devided into 3 units!

Beautiful 5 room 
duplex, built to a 
high standard!

Lot with unique villa 
with Apartment 
Complex and 

private garden! 

Authentic 5.5 
room Home with 
character and 

beauty!

MALCHA NACHALAT ACHIM GERMAN COLONY

Noam Homes

BS″D

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Duplex 1: 3 rooms, 76 sqm, 3 balconies (one 14 sqm + two 3 sqm), view of Gan 
Sacher, 2 bathrooms, private storage unit of 12 sqm: NIS 2,750,000  

Great 3-room apartment in the center of Mahane Yehuda. Full of light and 
fresh air. Excellent location. Well-kept apartment. 45 sqm built. Balcony 4 sqm. 

Storage unit. Rented for 4400 NIS. 4th floor without elevator. NIS 2,000,000 
Mendel: 052-720-3497

2-story house divided into two units of 25 sqm, with separate entrances. Each is 
on one floor. With building rights. It can be converted into a private small home 

or kept as two units. 3 exposures. In a quiet place, half a minute’s walk from 
Agripas and Mahane Yehuda market. NIS 3,200,000 - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

105 sqm divided into 5 units: 3 studios with gallery + 1 studio +  2 room apartment.
Completely renovated, 180 sqm private yard, window bars, AC, each with toilet, 

shower, kitchenette, and access to the outside area. Rented for a total of 
17.000 NIS/month, not including bills. NIS 7,400,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

75 sqm, 2 bedrooms + living room, fully furnished (new and clean). Access 
via elevator. Walking distance from Super Market and synagogues. A sought-
after place for English speakers as well. A well-maintained building. Available 

immediately. NIS 3,475,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

105 sqm divided into 5 units: 3 studios with gallery + 1 studio + 2-room apartment.
Completely renovated, 180 sqm private yard, window bars, AC, each with toilet, 

shower, kitchenette and access to the outside area. Rented for a total of 
17.000 NIS/month, not including bills. NIS 7,400,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

5-room cottage, 114 sqm, very quiet, on 2 levels. On entrance floor: dining room, 
large kitchen, 1 bedroom. On upper floor: 3 bedrooms. Yard of 26 sqm. Close to 
public transportation, commercial center, synagogues, tennis court and parks. 

Available within a year. NIS 3,400,000 - Ouriel: 058-516-1356

4 bedrooms (and 2 living rooms!), 138 sqm, on 2nd floor of a 3-story building, bal-
cony, 2 baths. Close to the school and shuls. Lots of young families with young 
kids in the neighborhood. Very few homes become available. Grab this while 
you can. Occupancy July 2023: NIS 2,050,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089  

Newly renovated private home, 5 rooms, 230 sqm, high ceilings, and panoramic 
views. In one of the most sought-after “Religious Zionist” communities. With AC, 
mamad, and sukkah balcony. On a 500 sqm lot. Private parking. Also available 

for rent for 10,000 NIS/month. NIS 4,950,000 - Mordechai: 052-720-3089

Lot 735 m², built 265 m², garden 500 m², pool 60 m², 6 bedrooms + living room, 4.5 
bathroom, 20 m² patio. Option for a rental unit of 2 bedrooms + living room. For 
sale including furniture. Perfect for a vacation home! Complete privacy! BBQ, 

AC, fireplace, high ceilings. In a pastoral and green area. Between Beit Shemesh 
and Kiryat Gat. NIS 6,350,000 - Noa: 052-870-2387

Duplex 2: 3.5 rooms, 85 sqm, 2 balconies of about 3 sqm each, lovely view, 2 bath-
rooms, private storage unit of 21 sqm. NIS 3,250,000 - Tehila: 050-420-5333

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
24 Even Sapir St., Jerusalem

058-793-2222

2 dplx apts in new building, Nachlaot, Jerusalem 

HaDekel St., Mahane Yehuda, Jerusalem

Small house in the heart of Nachlaot, Jerusalem

Garden Apartment, Nachalat Achim, Jerusalem

Wolfson Buildings, Sha'arei Chessed, Jerusalem

Garden Apartment, Nachalat Achim, Jerusalem

Pastoral cottage, Giv'at Ze'ev (15 min. from JLM)

Mitzpeh Yericho (under 30 min. from JLM)

Ma'ale Adumim (under 30 min. from JLM)

Spectacular house in Tuscan style, Moshav Luzit

Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra

in
2022

O�r Sobol - Conductor

Nitzan Temerlies 

12th Kislev | 6th December | 19:30
Henry Crown Auditorium Jerusalem Theatre

Avremi Roth  |  Chaim Stern  |  Simon Cohen 

Hallelu Men and Boys' Choir
Conductor Shalom Kinori
The Rinat Jerusalem Men`s Choir
Conductor Jason Rosenblatt

M.C Richard Shavei-Tzion 
                                         & Ido Tauber                 

ירושלים

Raymond  Goldstein 
Moishe Ben-Gershon

Guest Artist

צילום: שרון גבאי, רוט חתוכה
050-8822082

Tickets - Jerusalem 
Symphony Orchestra website

1-700-70-4000
For information

 Emunah Jerusalem O�ce 02-5639933
Renee 054-4978122  |  Pam 054-4505839
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Religion, 
Science and 
Redemption 

It was a generation with unlimited poten-
tial. For centuries, humanity labored under 
the curse of Kayin, aimlessly roaming earth, 
lonely and afraid. Things were changing. A 
fearless group of people traveled westerly, 
migrating from the uninhabitable waste-
lands of the East. Choosing a land suitable 
for human settlement, they aspired to 
construct the first city in history. This city 
would contain a tower at its center, beck-
oning others to join this experiment in the 
city on the hill. 

Beyond reversing Kayin’s “sentence”, 
they were also atoning for his crime. Since 
Kayin’s murder the world was engulfed in 
violence and immorality. This new gener-
ation realized that teamwork works better 
than violence, and cooperation, not com-
petition produce a better result. The word   
 ,which connotes designed collaboration ,הבו
appears twice in this narrative, and high-
lights the solidarity of purpose amongst the 
city founders. They spoke one language, 
and more importantly, imagined a com-
mon future. 

What went wrong and how did this great 
civic experiment of solidarity go sideways?

Industrial Revolution
This project wasn’t just a social revo-

lution but was also the first industrial 
revolution. Their technological advances 
may seem primitive to us, but for that era, it 
represented a major leap forward for Man-
kind. They discovered the ability to smelt 
clay into bricks and mortar, enabling solid 
construction rather than the assembly of 
flimsy huts. With bricks and mortar multi-
story buildings could be raised and larger 
populations could be housed in concen-
trated spaces. The first city, and certainly its 
iconic tower, would have been impossible 
without brickmaking technology. 

Just as important, solid construction 
promised shelter from future floods and 
mudslides. Previously, their mud and 
thatch houses were easily engulfed by 
typhoons and hurricanes, and humanity 
still suffered PTSD from the “Big Flood”.  
These bricks and mortar, they assumed, 
would shield them from natural disasters. 

Close to two thousand years after fire was 
delivered from God, Man finally harnessed 
its creative forces. In addition to providing 
light and heat for basic survival, fire pro-
vided the energy necessary to manufacture 
upgraded building materials, which were 
far superior to the raw elements available 
in Nature. 

Man Becomes God 
Unfortunately, in the wake of this scien-

tific revolution, humans became too godlike 
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to actually depend upon God in heaven. By 
building this tower they hoped to storm the 
Heavens and replace the angry god who 
had flooded them with human technology. 
Hashem intervened, confused their com-
mon language, and scattered them across 
the planet. What began with such promise 
ended in scattered disarray. 

Throughout history, the impulse to dis-
cover new ideas and achieve a better 
understanding of our world, has often led 
humanity to reject  religion. Religion often 
appears to constrain humanity’s intellec-
tual curiosity and to stifle our thirst for new 
ideas and for new information. Once the 
barrier is broken and new science is dis-
covered, humans break free of religious 
conventions and restraints, believing that 
they are no longer in need of divine assis-
tance. Ultimately – either by direct divine 
intervention or through indomitable forces 
of Nature- at some point, humanity is hum-
bled and faith in God is restored. 

Science in a Redemptive Age
The history of the past four centuries 

feels eerily familiar. Once again, humanity 
has made dizzying and mind boggling tech-
nological strides and once again, science 
has broken free of the bonds of religion. 
A world of faith has yielded to a secular 
city. Once again events – such as the recent 
pandemic- remind humans of their own 
fragility and their dependence upon God. 
It seems as if little has changed. But, in an 
age of redemption everything is different. 

1840 
The Zohar claims that in the sixth cen-

tury of the sixth millennia, or the year 1840, 
the gates of upper wisdoms will open, and 
the springs of lower wisdoms will surge, 
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in preparation for redemption in the 
7th millennia. The Vilna Gaon explained 
that “upper wisdom” refers to new Torah 
knowledge. Generally, we assume that 
subsequent generations decline in their 
level of Torah mastery. Yet there are his-
toric moments in which, through divine 
intervention, new sections of Torah are 
disseminated, or upper springs unlock. 

What about the lower springs? To the 
Vilna Gaon they refer to the seven fields of 
scientific knowledge alluded to in the verse 
in Mishlei (9:1):  ְנָת֣ה ֵביָתּ֑ה ָחְצָב֖ה ַעּמּוֶד֣יָה  ָחְ֭כמוֹת בָּ

ה ְבעָֽ  wisdom has built her house, and has -שִׁ
carved out seven pillars. For redemption to 
occur, these seven fields of science, which 
serve as pillars of the universe, must also 
be mastered. Why is scientific literacy nec-
essary for redemption? 

Firstly redemption depends upon an 
entire world acknowledging the Jewish 
people as God’s chosen. When we master 
these general fields of science and harness 
its knowledge to improve the human con-
dition the world pays attention. We are 
beginning to witness this prophecy, as Jews 
have spearheaded advances in technology 
and science and through these develop-
ments the world has become acquainted 
with the “Jewish mind”. Ironically, despite 
growing and persistent antisemitism, the 
Jewish people have reached a level of pres-
tige which far surpasses our “standing” in 
previous generations.  

The mastery of science is also inherently 
necessary for redemption. Everything 
derives from Hashem and only by under-
standing all of this “divinely derivative 
knowledge” can His will be completely 
understood in its unified form. Torah 

represents the most accurate and com-
plete derivative of Hashem’s will while 
science represents an inferior and lower 
grade derivative of the divine Will. For this 
reason, we devotedly study Torah’s sacred 
wisdoms to gain direct access to His will. 
But even the lower springs must be under-
stood for redemption to arrive.  

The Age of Audacity 
The gemara describes the Messianic 

period as an era of chutzpah or audacity. 
Intellectual courage and audacity are vital 
for scientific discovery. Chazal compare the 
Greeks to a leopard which daringly hunts 
its prey. The Greeks had the boldness to 
question the conventions and accepted par-
adigms of their ancient world, and through 
intellectual courageousness they resolved 
hidden mysteries of Nature which had baf-
fled humanity. They introduced the world 
to a scientific method which still serves as 
the platform of Western science. Without 
their intellectual chutzpah, the world of 
science would not have evolved. 

The past four hundred years have also 
been years of intellectual chutzpah. Man 
has unshackled himself from the Dark ages 
and has reshaped almost every sphere of 
human experience and of human thought. 
Yet, Man still hasn’t discovered the Author 
of all this knowledge and science. The surge 
of the lower springs of science haven’t been 
fused with the opening of the upper win-
dows of Torah and of religion. 

One day we will unite the lower springs 
with the upper windows, and together, 
these two derivative wisdoms will reveal 
one common Author. That will be the day 
of redemption and everything will feel as 
one. 
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turned into apes, spirits, devils, and night 
demons!”

The Baal Torah Temimah, Harav Baruch 
Halevi Epstein, explains that each pun-
ishment was designed within the rule of 
Measure for Measure. Thus, to wage war, 
one must have Da’at, a minimal level of 
cognitive intelligence. Indeed, Man was 
created in the image of God with the abil-
ity to plan. Consequently, the people who 
conspired to confront God were deprived 
of their intelligence and became apes.   

As if that were not sufficient food for 
thought, let us peep at the Midrash: Among 
four things that changed in the days of 
Enosh, we are told, the human race degen-
erated and “men’s faces became ape-like” 
(Bereishit Rabbah, 23, 6). 

Notably, the Soncino commentary pos-
its that these descriptions might better be 
considered metaphors, implying that the 
people whose appearance changed were 
spiritually degenerate. 

Returning to Darwin, however, we might 
contemplate the thought that we emerged 
from a lesser place (“the dust of the earth”), 
stirring us in humility to ask: “What is Man 
that you are mindful of him?” 

On the other hand, consider, too, that –
“You have made him but little lower than 

the angels,
And crowned him with glory and honor” 

(Tehillim 8:5-6). Shabbat Shalom. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

What Is Man?
Nowadays, Darwin’s theory of evolution 

is not in favor as in the past. Essentially, 
Darwinian theory accords that higher 
forms of life developed on this planet from 
lower forms by natural selection. 

One of the outcomes of this theory is 
that Man is included in the evolutionary 
process, a concept that flies in the face of 
the biblical account of the creation of the 
human race.

So, what do we make of archeological 
findings of “man” in the various so-called 
stages of development from ape-like beings 
to humans? And what can our Parsha con-
tribute to this discussion? 

Let us look at the consequences for those 
peoples who aspired to build the Tower of 
Bavel.

R. Yirmiyah Bar Elazar is cited in the 
Gemara (Sanhedrin 109a) saying that the 
Generation of the Dispersion built the 
tower with three objectives, each of which 
was espoused by an independent group:

“Let us ascend and dwell there,” 
“Let us ascend and serve idols,” and 
“Let us ascend and wage war [against 

God].”
Each group was punished accordingly: 

The first was scattered, and the second 
found their language confounded. The 
third group that wanted to wage war “was 
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NEW WINTER LECTURE SERIES 
                              by  

RABBI BEREL WEIN 
 

8 INTERESTING 
PEOPLE WE MET ON 

THE WAY HOME 
8 SATURDAY NIGHTS AT 8:00 PM 

Live In Beit Knesset Hanassi and 
simultaneously on Zoom 

ONLY by prior registration for the series & payment! 
From November 19-January 14 

(except Chanukah) 
250 NIS for the entire Lecture Series per 
family! If you miss a lecture, the video link 
will be sent to you after the series is over.  

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL: Register by November 1, 
and  the entire video series will also be sent to you 

when it is completed! 
To register & questions, contact Nachum at  

nachum@jewishdestiny.com   
& registration forms will be emailed to you.  
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Ethics, Medicine and Halacha 
in Caring for People With Dementia

Preserving Dignity
 as the Mind Fades Away

Sunday, October 30th, 2022- 5 Cheshvan
20:00 Israel Time (18:00 London, 13:00 EST)

wwww.ad120.tzohar.org.il/preserving-dignity

Rabbi Yuval Cherlow
Director of the  Tzohar Center
 for Jewish Ethics

Dr. Shelley Sternberg
Director of the Memory Clinic, Shaare 
Zedek Medical Center, Jerusalem
Director of Geriatrics, Maccabi Healthcare 
Services, Jerusalem and Shfela Regions

An Online Panel

To Register
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SHERLOCKS: A HAT STORE
LIKE NO OTHER

t the new SherlockS hat store, in the heart of 
Jerusalem (Dorot Rishonim 3), you ll find the 

hat youre looking for, in your size and color. Just 
as important, you’ll be treated like a customer 
should be treated: With patience and a smile. 

SherlockS carries Israels widest range of men 
and womens quality hats including Borsalino, 
Stetson, Baileys, Christys, Kangol, Toucan, 
Tilleys, Magill and more. You ll also find 
original, hand-made hats from Israel’s local 
milliners like Justine and Danielle. 

Winter has arrived and SherlockS offers the 
finest in wool hats, wool scarves, and wool caps 
from England. They offer Harris Tweed and 
Picky Blinders flat caps to keep you warm, 
Russian sheepskin hats that stand out in a crowd, 

’
’

’
’

’ ’
’ ’

Trapper hats with ties that bind, and of course, 
authentic Sherlock Holmes hats for total rain 
protection. How about Cashmere scarves that 
are soft and comfy against your skin? SherlockS 
has it all.

Want something more exotic? SherlockS has a 
range of Cylinder High Hats and colorful 
Bowlers. As the official USA Stetson outlet in 
Israel, the store offers a wide range of Stetson 
Cowboy hats in a variety of styles and sizes. Of 
course, they also have the classic Stetson Fedora 
and Trilby hats for the traditional hat mayven.

Whatever your choice of hats, you ll find what 
youre looking for at SherlockS, Dorot Rishonim 
3 (off Ben Yehudah). 

And yes, their hats are Shatnez Tested.

’
’

A

WE'RE LOOKING  
FOR YOU!

"Tour Plus"- A leading tour company 
specializing in the orthodox community 
is seeking high achieving sales reps with 

high sales skills

The company's office is in Petach Tikva 
(option to work partly from home)

REQUIREMENTS:

High level Hebrew

 Native English speaker

Previous sales experience

 High motivation and assertiveness

Excellent conditions for those who are 
suitable

Please e-mail your resume to  
Yaacov@tourplus.co.il

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
In a recently finished tama 38 
building in Baka close to Emek 
Refaim. 4 rooms. good shape 2.99m 
shekel
Great Investment! 2 rooms in new 
building under construction in a 
Great location, only 1.69m shekel,  
3 and 4 rooms also available
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הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Your trusted corporation for 
purchasing privately registered 

land in Israel at the lowest prices

Moshe Keinan mk0522867038@gmail.com
03-5774277/052-2867038

בס"ד

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

Starting at $ 40,000 per dunam

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

Real Life Rescues 
I Picked Up A Hitchhiker And 

Saved His Life With My EpiPen
My name is Yosef Chaim Shachar and I am a 

volunteer EMT with United Hatzalah. A few weeks 
ago on Tuesday morning just after 9:30 AM, I was 
driving on the highway near Ashkelon when I noticed 
a yeshiva student at a junction signaling to drivers 
that he was looking to hitchhike. Without hesitation, I 
stopped on the side of the road and offered him a ride. 
“Good morning, where do you need to go?”, I asked. 
“Sderot Junction,” he answered. I told him that I was 
heading in that direction, at least part of the way, and 
I warmly welcomed him into my car and we started 
chatting.

After some time, I told him that I needed to stop to 
eat a quick breakfast, inviting him to join me before I 
take him to his destination. He nodded enthusiastically, 
we stopped, ate something, and got back on the road. 
Suddenly, there was complete silence. I looked into 
the rearview mirror and realized that my new friend’s 
mouth and throat were starting to swell up. He yelled 
to me to call for help, not knowing that I am an EMT 
myself. Realizing that he was likely experiencing an 
anaphylactic reaction to the food he just ate, I stopped 
on the side of the road carefully, got out of the car, and 
took out my medical kit, which thankfully included an 
epinephrine auto-injection device called an EpiPen. 
This is a lifesaving tool whenever a person is having 
a severe allergic reaction. I reported the incident to 
United Hatzalah’s Dispatch and Command Center 
and then administered the injection to the suffering 
hitchhiker who immediately started looking and 
feeling better. The swelling in his face decreased more 
and more as the minutes went by.  

He explained to me he had several allergies and 
didn’t always carry an EpiPen with him. This prompted 
me to emphasize to him the importance of doing so, 
although after the anaphylactic shock that he just had 
I hardly needed to do so. When the ambulance arrived 
sometime later, my hitchhiking friend thanked me 
profusely for saving his life before being evacuated to 
the hospital for further treatment and follow-up care.

Friends, if you know you have severe allergies, 
carrying an EpiPen 
with you at all times 
is a must, it’s the 
difference between 
life and death. Please 
protect your own life.

1221
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www.ashleywilde.co.il

• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades
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BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
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“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

preceded the break from Kaddish, it is per-
mitted, necessary, and sufficient to say some 
p’sukim and not to repeat Yishtabach. 

Even to the extent that there is some 
importance to connecting specifically Yish-
tabach to Kaddish, the important thing is 
probably the tzibbur’s connection, irrespec-
tive of this chazan’s recitation. We see this, 
to a great extent, when a new chazan start-
ing at Ashrei recites Kaddish (Titkabel) on 
a different chazan’s chazarat hashatz (see 
Divrei Sofrim, Yoreh Deah 376:103). There 
was even a minhag, cited and approved of 
by the Rav Pe’alim (II, OC 14), that after the 
chazan finishes Yishtabach, mourners (even 
one who did not say Yishtabach) recite Chatzi 
Kaddish. 

The Pri Megadim (EA 52:1) posits that, 
classically, a chazan recites out loud all of 
Yishtabach, which enables people to be yotzei 
with him. The Chelek Levi (OC 31) says that 
our chazanim, who start at “Berachot v’ho-
da’ot …,” do not serve as full chazanim with 
all their halachot. One application of this 
distinction relates to the halacha that when 
a chazan is replaced in the middle of tefilla, 
the new chazan must go back to the begin-
ning of the unit (Shulchan Aruch, OC 126:2). 
In theory this applies to the berachot of Kri’at 
Shema, but the Mishna Berura (59:29) points 
out that nowadays when everyone davens 
for themselves, the chazan functions more 
as a pace setter than a real chazan and he 
does not need to go back. So too here, we do 

Taking Over as 
Chazan after 
Yishtabach 

Question: I was supposed to take over 
as chazan at Yishtabach, but I absentmind-
edly said Yishtabach quietly as the previous 
chazan was finishing Az Yashir. I quickly 
asked him to say Yishtabach and Chatzi 
Kaddish, after which I took over. Was this 
appropriate? 

Answer: There were a few potential 
options to consider (besides telling your 
friend to continue), which we will evaluate 
and compare. 

Your apparent assumption that Yishtabach 
leads straight into Kaddish has some basis. 
The Shulchan Aruch (Orach Chayim 53:1) 
instructs the chazan to stand by the amud 
before Yishtabach so he can go straight into 
Kaddish (see Mishna Berura 53:1). However, 
the connection is more between P’sukei 
D’zimra (which Yishtabach concludes) and 
Kaddish than Yishtabach itself, as the fol-
lowing halacha illustrates. When there is an 
acute need to speak in the midst of Shacharit, 
which is permitted between Yishtabach and 
Kaddish, it is necessary to recite a few p’sukim 
of P’sukei D’zimra to justify the upcom-
ing Kaddish (Rama, OC 54:3). Although the 
break was long enough to divorce that which 
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not use a halachic chazan for Yishtabach. 
For all of these reasons, you could have and 
should have either started with Kaddish 
without ending off Yishtabach again or had 
your friend finish Yishtabach and you recite 
Kaddish. (The first way would have made it 
easier to avoid speaking to explain yourself, 
at a time when speaking is permitted only 
for special needs.)

Let us now analyze what you apparently 
assumed, i.e., that making a switch between 
Kaddish and Barchu is better because they 
are not as connected as Yishtabach and Kad-
dish. We saw that Kaddish relates to P’sukei 
D’zimra. In contrast, we repeat Barchu for 
those who missed even when not preceded 
by Kaddish. On the other hand, Kaddish and 
Barchu are quite linked. Classically, Kaddish 
goes with Barchu (see Shulchan Aruch, OC 
69:1). Also we prefer to speak when critical 
between Yishtabach and Kaddish rather 
than between Kaddish and Barchu (Rama, 
OC 54:3; see the hesitation on the matter 

in Darchei Moshe, OC 54:1). In short, it was 
unnecessary and slightly unfortunate to do 
the switch after Kaddish, but you did not ruin 
anything.  

You were right not to wait until after Bar-
chu. The Beit Yosef and Darchei Moshe (to 
OC 69) disagree to what extent Barchu with 
its response is self-standing. Although it is 
not unanimous (see Sdei Chemed, vol. VII, 
p. 337), there is reason to look at Barchu as 
the beginning of Yotzer Ohr, making it a less 
logical time to switch. However, due to the 
chazan’s limited functionality at these points, 
this too would not have ruined anything. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

RABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

ה, ַרק  ָבר ִחיצוִֹני, ִקְנָין ִחיצוִֹני ָלֻאמָּ ּה דָּ "ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָׂרֵאל ֵאיֶננָּ

ְוַהְחָזָקת  ָלִלית  ַהכְּ דּות  ַהִהְתַאגְּ ל  שֶׁ ָרה  טָּ ַלמַּ ֶאְמָצִעי  תוֹר  בְּ

ֲאִפּלּו ָהרּוָחִני. ֶאֶרץ ִיְשָׂרֵאל ִהיא ֲחִטיָבה  ִקיּוָמּה ֶהָחְמִרי אוֹ 

ְסֻגלוֹת  ה, ֲחבּוָקה בִּ ים ִעם ָהֻאמָּ ר ַחיִּ ֶקשֶׁ ַעְצמּוִתית ְקׁשּוָרה בְּ

ִניִמּיוֹת ִעם ְמִציאּוָתּה." ) ארץ חפץ 1:1( פְּ

"Eretz Yisrael is not an external entity, [it 
is not] an external acquisition for the nation, 
[it is not] a means to achieving a collective 
whole], [it is not intended to] strengthen the 
nation’s physical existence, or even its spiri-
tuality. [Rather,] Eretz Yisrael is an essential 
unit which is eternally bound to the life of 
the nation; united by inner characteristics 
to its existence. (Eretz Chefetz 1:1)."

In the above passage Rav Avraham 

Yitzchak Hakohen Kook passionately 
proclaims that the Land of Israel carries 
singular importance. The Land is embed-
ded within the very fabric of the nation. 

Rav Kook continually declared the cen-
trality of the Land of Israel in the life of 
a Jew. Undoubtedly, the importance of 
Eretz Yisrael has its roots in the Jew’s first 
encounter with the Land. When our forefa-
ther Avraham was introduced to the Land 
of Israel for the very first time, the Zohar 
teaches, God informed Avraham that there 
are inner dimensions of the Land that even 
you cannot comprehend. “The power of the 
Land is deep and concealed” (Zohar, 1:78a). 

Rav Yeshayahu Shapira (1895-1945), belovedly 
known as the Admor HaChalutz, compiled a selection 
of teachings of Rav Avraham Yitzchak Hakohen Kook 
zt”l in a small sefer he called, Eretz Chefetz. Rabbi 
Shapira was a Chassidic Zionist pioneer, the brother 
of the famed Rabbi Kalonimus Kalman Shapira hy”d, 
often known by his sefer, the Aish Kodesh. Rabbi 
Yeshayahu Shapira settled in Eretz Yisrael in 1920, 
leaving behind the glory of leading a great Chassidic 
court in order to physically help build up the Land.

In the coming months, be”H, this weekly column will focus on these teachings. Each week 
we will delve into the meaning of Rav Kook’s words and attempt to reveal the inspiration 
that Rav Shapira hoped to instill in his remarkable compilation.

The Land of Israel’s Bond  
to the Nation

Rav Shapira Rav Kook
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Editor, Torah Tidbits

This refers to the Land’s innate and hidden 
holiness.

Perhaps, the following statement made 
by the Gerrer Rebbe in his Sfat Emes, 
succinctly captured the above idea: B’nei 
Yisrael tzrichin le’Eretz Yisrael, ve’Eretz Yis-
rael tzricha le’benei Yisrael”, “The people of 
Israel need the Land of Israel and the Land 
of Israel needs the people of Israel.” (Sfat 
Emet, Parshat Maasei, תרמז-ח).

When we speak of the intrinsic bond 
that exists between the people of Israel 
and the Land of Israel, Rashi’s first com-
ment on the Torah is all-important. Rashi 
cites Rav Yitzchak who says that since the 
Torah is primarily a book of laws, it should 
have commenced with the commandment 
of the new moon (Shemot 12:2), the first 
law that was addressed to all of Jewry as a 
nation. He explains that the reason for the 
Torah’s narrative of Creation is to establish 
that God is the Sovereign of the universe: 
He declared to His people the power of His 
works in order to give them the heritage of 
the nations (Psalms 111:6). If the nations 
accuse Israel of banditry for seizing the 
lands of the seven nations of Canaan, Israel 
can respond, “The entire universe belongs 
to God. He created it and He granted it to 
whomever He deemed fit. This was His 
desire to give it to them and then it was His 
desire to take it from them and give it to 
us.” (Rashi, Bereshit 1:1)

Rav Kook’s beloved disciple, Rabbi Yaa-
kov Moshe Charlop, expounded on this 
verse from Tehillim quoted above by 
Rashi: “He declared to His people…”. The 
verse does not say that God announced this 
axiom to the world. Rather, it is only nec-
essary for the Jew to know that the Land 
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of Israel is our chosen Land and then the 
world will follow suit. Regrettably, we as 
Jews often forget the Land's centrality and 
its spiritually-filled nature. (Mei Marom, 
Nemukei Mikraot, Parshat Bereshit)

Toward the end of the Torah, Rashi 
makes another remarkable comment 
concerning the Land of Israel. It is the 
paragraph recited daily as part of Kriat 
Shema (Devarim 11:18). Rashi cites the 
Sifre that the juxtaposition of these com-
mandments with the threat of exile (v.17) 
teaches that Jews should observe the com-
mandments even when in exile, so that 
when the redemption occurs, they will not 
have forgotten how to perform them. This 
comment plainly implies that the com-
mandments do not have their complete 
significance when they are observed out-
side of the Land.

Relatedly, Rav Kook offered an exquisite 
interpretation of the following Talmudic 
episode: The great Talmudic sage Rabbi 
Abba, who was born and schooled in 
Babylonia, kissed the rocks of Acre upon 
arriving in the Land of Israel (Ketubot 
112a). Rav Kook found meaning in the 
fact that Rabbi Abba pressed his lips spe-
cifically to the stones. Had he kissed the 
earth, we might have thought that he was 
enamored by those mitzvot that are out-
growths of the soil, such as bringing the 
first fruits to the Temple or separating 
tithes from fruits and vegetables. To put 
it in the terms above, one might have said 
that he expressed his recognition of the 
Land’s manifest holiness. But a gesture 
of love to rocks cannot possibly carry this 
meaning. Rabbi Abba’s love for the Land 
of Israel was unconditional and based on 

its essential holiness (Raz, Angel Among 
Men, p. 272) 

A similar episode is reported on the final 
page in Tractate Ketubot (112b): Rabbi 
Chiya bar Gamda would roll in the dust of 
the Land as it is stated, “For Your students 
take pleasure in her stones, and love her 
dust” (Psalms 102:15). Rashi, who typically 
offers his elucidation in order to clarify the 
text, in this case simply repeats the verse 
verbatim from Psalms without any further 
explanation. This is quite rare and some-
what strange. 

Rav Zvi Yehuda Kook says that Rashi 
duplicates the verse without adding any 
information, to emphasize the importance 
of ‘her stones’ and the intrinsic Kedusha of 
the Land, in and of itself. (Torat Eretz Yis-
rael, Samson, p. 229)

Another memorable explanation is 
that Rashi actually leaves out one word, 
sh’ne’emar (‘as it says in the verse’) which 
was stated in the text of the Gemara. Rashi 
meant to teach that Rabbi Chiya bar Gamda 
did not engage in the practice because of 
the command in the verse. He was not com-
pelled. Rather, he was naturally drawn to 
the Land. He felt a deep love and attach-
ment which fused him with the Land itself. 
(YUTorah, “Love of the Land” YINN Melave 
Malka, Rabbi Azarya Berzon. Also quoted 
in the name of the Imrei Emes, the fourth 
Gerrer Rebbe, see ‘The Talmudic Sages 
Love for Eretz Yisrael,’ Eretz Yisrael Yomi, 
Arutz Sheva). 
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happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
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and he gives us the exact challenges we 
need to grow and develop. Only through 
the vulnerability of failure can we truly 
succeed. May Hashem give us the courage 
to believe in ourselves to be the difference 
makers the world needs.

Zipporah Nuszen
10th Grade,  
Neve Daniel

T’shuva!
In this Parsha, the people of Bavel had a 

chance to do Tshuva, but they didn’t.  
Regarding this concept, I have a story for 

you:
  A teenage boy told his grandpa about 

everything that his friends had and also 
wanted. The older man asked him, “are 
you happy?” The boy said, “what kind of 
question is this? I have money, I’m popular, 
I get straight A’s, I have friends; of course 
I’m happy.” 

The elder man studied him but said noth-
ing. When they met again that night, he 
said “I have a paradise to show you,  it’ll be 
a long hike. Do you still want to see it?” The 
boy nodded. They walked until sunrise. 
When they reached the top of the moun-
tain the grandfather announced their 
arrival. The boy looked around, “where is 
the paradise? What did you want to show 
me? The view?” The grandfather smiled 
and looked down, “no, I wanted to show 

Rabbi Michael 
Kahn
Executive Director, 
NCSY Israel

Noach: The Perfectionist’s 
Challenge 

The Torah tells us that נח and his family 
entered the תבה once the waters of the מבול 
started. Rashi (7:7) teaches that נח “had 
little faith” and struggled to believe the 
 would come and it was only once the מבול
waters became too much that נח was com-
pelled to enter the תבה. Rebbe Levi Yitzchak 
of Berditchev teaches that the “little faith” 
 had was not in whether God would bring נח
the מבול, but rather if נח himself had the 
ability to be the difference maker to stop 
it. נח had little faith in himself. 

I want to suggest that perhaps נח’s strug-
gle was the struggle of the perfectionist. We 
are told that Noach was righteous, perfect 
in his generation, and walked with God. 
What is the biggest fear of the perfection-
ist? It is to make a mistake. No matter the 
task the perfectionist must have a flawless 
performance with no room for error. The 
perfectionist can withhold themselves 
to take chances and risks and as a result 
lose out on exploring new situations and 
opportunities that can change themselves 
and ultimately the world.  

We must realize that even when we do 
not believe in ourselves, God always does, 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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you this rock.” You can imagine the boys 
reaction. He got mad “We climbed for 
THREE hours, for this rock?! This was for 
nothing! I was excited! I thought you were 
going to give me something big!” The old 
man picked up the rock, put it in his palm, 
and said, “Whether it’s big or small, it is 
the journey that matters most. Always be 
learning and changing in life. Don’t over-
look this stone. If it makes you feel better, 
I didn’t know what we would find either.” 

There are two types of people 
הבפנים  ואיש  החוץ   Eesh Hachutz and) איש 

Eesh Habifnim)
Eesh Hachutz is focused on the outside 

world and the GAIN. He wants to WIN. He 
wants what others have and is not comfort-
able in his own skin.

The Eesh Habifnim, physical gain is not 
important to him. What matters is what he 
learns on the way; on the JOURNEY.

He GROWS from what he goes through 
and connects to his soul which uncovers 
who he REALLY is inside and what he truly 
values in life. 

Which one of these two people, in your 
opinion, is more likely to do Tshuva? 

Which one are YOU? Some people are 
both. That’s fine! Just don’t forget what 
truly matters.  

Now I will ask the same 
question that the grand-
father asked: 

Are you happy? 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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