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This time of year is one of 
introspection, Teshuva and 
growth. A time in which 
we stay up late (or wake up 
early) for Selichot and push 

ourselves to perform even more mitzvot in 
preparation for the Yamim Noraim (Days 
of Awe). As you know, we stand before 
Hashem and coronate him as our King on 
Rosh Hashana, and we beseech Him to for-
give us and grant us a good year.  

Much has been said and written about 
how to help us prepare for these awe filled 
days. As Torah Tidbits readers, I am sure 
that you have read and listened to Divrei 
Torah expanding upon the themes of these 
days. We at the OU take great pride in our 
small role in helping Jews across the world 
in their quests for spiritual growth. Some 
people connect through our Torah apps, 
others through the OU’s new Elul ‘Bhimatzo: 
Finding Hashem Through Prayer’ initiative 
(learn more: outorah.org/tefillah), others 
through the many shiurim and special pro-
grams we run through the OU Israel Center. 
We bring Israeli teens from our OU Israel 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Youth Centers to a special Siur Selichot in 
the Old City through our annual David & Lil 
Shafran Selichot Program, for many this is 
their first time in Yerushalayim. 

Those of you who read this article regu-
larly know that I do not like using this as a 
platform to show off the many wonderful 
initiatives the OU Israel staff and global 
OU staff run each and every week. I share 
these examples so you can each follow-up 
and look into which of these initiatives you 
can relate to as a means to connect to this 
special time of year, in which Hashem is 
close to all who seek him. 

As educators and program coordinators, 
my staff and I can share numerous examples 
of programs that succeeded and even some 
that did not take off. It is with tremendous 
Siyata D’Shmaya that we created a recipe of 
success for the Yamim Noraim, when three 
years ago we ran our first Annual Torah 
Yerushalayim event in memory of David & 
Norma Fund Z”L. The Ramada hotel was 
packed with a buzz of over 2,000 people 
gathering together to learn Torah and pre-
pare for Yom Kippur.  

I was touched by feedback my staff and I 
received over the course of the day, partic-
ularly from people who told me they came 
in the morning for a couple of shiurim and 
were still there at 11 PM because the program 
and shiurim touched them and they couldn’t 
bring themselves to leave. Yet, perhaps 
even more meaningful was the feedback 
we received after Yom Kippur from people 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel

משפחת או יו ישראל מאחלת
מזל טוב

 לחיים ומירב פלזנר ומשפחתם
 לנישואי ביתם שירן עם שלו
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who told us 
that they have 
been davening 
on Yom Kippur 
for decades, yet 
thanks to Torah 
Yerushalayim 
their entire Yom 
Kippur was 
transformed. 

For the past 
two years, 
we evaluated 
and toyed with how to replicate the Torah 
Yerushalayim experience during Covid, and 
it was a zechut to run this program remotely 
the past two years. Yet, nothing compares 
to “B’Rov Am Hadrat Melech,” the ability 
to gather and learn together en masse, and 
we feel truly blessed to be running Torah 
Yerushalayim once again in person at the 
Ramada on Sunday 7 Tishrei, October 2. 

This year’s program includes:
• More than 30 world renown 

educators. 
• Keynote addresses by Rabbi Dr. Tzvi 

Hersh Weinreb, Rav Yosef Zvi Rimon, 
Rav Meir Goldwicht and Rav Zev Leff.

• Exciting panels, including a dialogue 
about the Kashrut of lab grown meat, 
a special ‘Maximizing the Yom Kip-
pur Experience’ for women, and the 
important topic of mental health in 
Halacha.

• Closing Kumsitz featuring the inspi-
rational teachings of Rabbi Judah 
Mischel and Rabbi Dovid’l Weinberg 
and the soulful music of recording 
star Alex Clare.

Thank you to the incredible OU Israel team 

who is work-
ing tirelessly 
around the 
clock to ensure 
the best possi-
ble uplifting, 
pre-Yom Kip-
pur program 
for you. Special 
thanks to the 
Fund family 
for enabling us 
to run this pro-

gram in memory of their dear parents David 
and Norma Z”L who were true champions of 
providing Klal Yisrael with opportunities to 
practice and grow their Yiddishkeit. It is an 
honor to run this program in their memory. 
Thank you as well to the wonderful individu-
als who have already sponsored shiurim for 
this event. Sponsorship opportunities are 
still available. Please email me if you are able 
to sponsor a shiur in honor or in memory of 
a loved one.  

I hope that this week’s article succeeded in 
providing you with a glimpse of the incred-
ible chizuk and spirituality that is Torah 
Yerushalayim. I encourage each and every 
one of you to register here for this special 
opportunity to uplift your Yamim Noraim 
as we learn and prepare together. 

To join us for this incredible day of unity 
and inspiration: https://tickchak.co.il/
TY2022. Wishing you all an uplifting and  
inspiring Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

With Parshat Nitzavim we begin 4 very 
short parshiot that are the conclusion of 
the Torah. Although this parsha has but 
40 verses, the emotional impact is hard to 
match.  

The Talmud says that the curses of Par-
shat Ki Tavo should be read before Rosh 
Hashana. We don’t do that; we read Ki Tavo 
2 weeks before Rosh Hashana and Nitza-
vim the Shabbat before Rosh Hashana.  
It would seem that the harshness of the 
calamities that would befall us as outlined 
in Ki Tavo, while true, are difficult. What 
mood do we want to face Rosh Hashana 
with? The harshness and seriousness of the 
doom that will result from lack of loyalty to 
the Torah? Or the optimism and encour-
agement of the prediction of return of our 
parsha? The fear of Ki Tavo is tempered by 

KI TEITZEII the hope and assurances of Nitzavim.
1st aliya (Devarim 29:9-11) The 
Brit of Arvot Moav. All the 
people are gathered, men, 

women, children, water carriers and wood-
choppers to enter the covenant 

We have had covenants before in the 
Torah. A covenant was made with Avraham; 
another at Sinai. Striking in this covenant 
is 2 things: specific people and the word 
Hayom that appears 4 times in 6 verses.  

A deal or covenant made with a nation 
could allow us to hide: it doesn’t apply to 
me personally, but to the nation. You all 
take care of it. Moshe avoids hiding: you 
are all included, men, women, common 
folk. And this is not ancient, old news. It 
is today. As if Moshe is saying, “I am not 
making this covenant on my today – but for 
you, readers, this covenant is being made 
on your today.” All of you are in; present 
and future generations. No hiding.

2nd aliya (29:12-14) To enter the 
covenant; that G-d will be our 
G-d and we will be His people.  

As was said to the Avot. This covenant is 
with you here today and those not here.  

The Talmud understands this covenant 
to be the one that binds all Jews with the 
notion that “all Jews are guarantors for 
each other – kol Yisrael areivim zeh b’zeh”.  
It would seem that it is the extension here 
of the covenant to not only people present 
but to all future generations that gener-
ates the idea of mutual responsibility. We 
are all bound by this covenant spanning 
generations.

3rd aliya (29:15-28) Should 
there be amongst you those 
chasing idols, rationalizing that 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

NITZAVIM

May the Torah learnt  
from this issue of Torah Tidbits be לע"נ  

our dear Mother and Bobba 
Chana Ehrlich a"h

חנה בת משה ע"ה
on her 8th Yahrzeit ח' אלול 

Sorely missed by the Ehrlich and Stodel families
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they are free to follow their hearts; the con-
sequence of the special bond of this 
covenant is that your disloyalty, your chas-
ing idol worship will be met with Divine 
wrath. The destruction of this Land because 
of your unfaithfulness will be so profound 
people will look at it and be shocked by its 
utter desolation. They will recognize that 
your disloyalty resulted in this desolation 
and in your being tossed out of this Land.

The description of the Land of Israel as a 
land flowing with milk and honey is hard 
for us Westerners; we know what green lush 
landscape looks like and the present Land 
of Israel does not look that way. The rocky, 
grassless, treeless topography of Israel is jar-
ring to our eye – we are used to grass and 
trees.  Especially as it is the Land flowing 
with milk and honey. Something bad hap-
pened to it. The Ramban maintains that the 
Land is not permanently sentenced to being 
barren and desolate; as long as it remained 
in non-Jewish hands, the topography 
remained rough. Once returned to Jewish 
hands, the green returns. Privileged are the 
eyes who have seen the green return.

4th aliya (30:1-6) When you are 
cast out of the Land to the 4 cor-
ners of the earth, you will take 

to heart your fate – and return to G-d. He 
will return to you, returning to you to 

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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Pendants ∙ Tennis Bracelets

      050-573-9061      jeffmor36@gmail.com
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לעילוי נשמת אמנו היקרה
לאה בת שמשון ושיינדל ע"ה

In loving memory of our dear mother
Lillian Fisher a”h

On her first Rosh Hashanah in Heaven
We miss you so much!

Susan Gopstein, Joel Fisher, Karen Weiss  
and families
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your heart. Words like life, good, cleave 
to Hashem, today. Moshe does not want to 
be only the teacher of halacha. He wants 
to be the teacher of our inner life as well. 
We need tutelage in not only what to do, 
but also in what and how to feel. Our feel-
ings: let Him in, with love, with the deepest 
feelings of your heart, every day. The lan-
guage is noticeably more emotive than the 
rest of the Torah. Moshe, as he is departing 
as leader, and departing from this world 
desperately wants to convey his deepest 
feelings and to reach our deepest emotions.

6th aliya (30:11-14) For this mitz-
vah is not sublime, as if needing 
one to ascend the heavens or 

cross the ocean to retrieve it.  Rather it is 
very close; on your lips and in your heart. 

This short paragraph is the most beau-
tiful in the Torah (ok, tied for the lead). It 
may be understood to be referring to the 
entire Torah. As if to say, “I know the Torah 
looks daunting; but it is not, it is the real 
you.” Or it could be referring to Teshuva.  
As if to say, “Change looks daunting; but it 
is not change, it is the real you.” We have 
this expression, the pintele yid. That deep 

gather you from the far-flung places. Even 
if you are at the ends of the earth, He will 
gather you and take you from there, to 
bring you back to this Land.  

This is the most beautiful paragraph in 
the entire Torah. It is so good it is split in 
the middle, to savor it. It is called Parshat 
HaTeshuva, the section of Return. The 
word “return” appears 7 times.  We to Him. 
He to us. We take a step; He steps to us. But 
our first return is described as “we take it 
to heart”. Heart murmurings are the begin-
ning of teshuva. And He is our cardiologist, 
He knows our murmurings, as faint as they 
may be. And Gives us the strength, the will 
to build on our deepest pining. He dances 
with us, but waits for us to take the first 
step. Then He gives us more strength and 
more.  Just take that step.

5th aliya (30:7-10) And He will 
implant in you love of Him.  
And you will return to Him.  

And He will be thrilled with you because 
your return is with sincerity, a full heart.

Moshe chooses words in Sefer Devarim 
that are words of affection. There is lots 
of love, love of Hashem, lots of heart, all 

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

"והשבת אל לבבך בכל הגויים אשר הדיחך ה' אלוקיך שמה. ושבת עד ה' אלוקיך" (ל:א-ב)
"And you shall call them to mind among all the nations, where G-d has driven you. And you shall return 

UNTO the Lord your G-d." (30:1-2)
From the words in the pasuk, we can deduce that wherever we may be flung into exile, G-d is there 

(SHAMA) with us. The Divine Presence resides in Exile with the Jewish people and accompanies them 
throughout all their sufferings.

Yet, what does it mean "you shall return UNTO G-d"?
Rabbi Eliezer Horowitz of Tarogrod in his sefer the Noam Megadim (1807) explains that when we hit 

bad times in the Exile then we "shall return unto G-d" for Hashem, your G-d's sake, to end the suffering 
of the Divine presence in Exile.

Others explain the Hebrew word "AD", not as "until" but rather as "EID" -witness. Your repentance will 
be complete only when G-d, himself, can bear testimony, as a witness, to your sincere change and Teshuva 
and then your return will be complete. Shabbat Shalom



OU ISRAEL CENTER         9

We want to wish 
  מזל טוב 

to the entire Homnick family
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary 

of their עלי-ה to ארץ ישראל!

down, everyone has a connection to G-d 
and to the Jewish people. That is exactly 
what this verse says; we don’t need to 
adjust, to adapt to a belief in G-d. We need 
to be sensitive to, to plumb our real selves, 
to dig deep and discover ourselves. It is 
close: on our lips and in our heart.

7th aliya (30:15-20) Life and 
good, death and evil lie before 
you. Life is a consequence of 

loyalty to the mitzvot. Destruction awaits 
lack of loyalty. Heaven and earth stand wit-
ness: life and death, blessing and curse lie 
before you. Choose life.  
These words are the last of Moshe’s long 
speech. He will move on to speak of transi-
tion of leadership. But these last words are 
like a tincture, a dilution. After all is said 
and done, the stakes of this grand venture 
of mitzvot are nothing short of life and 
death. And with these words, Moshe pre-
pares to take leave of the people. Nothing 
more to say. Choose life. 

HAFTORAH 
YESHAYAHU 61:10-63:9

This week’s haftorah is the seventh 
and final installment of a series of seven 
“Haftarot of Consolation.”  The navi begins 
by describing the great joy that we will 
experience with the Final Redemption, 
comparing it to the joy of a newly married 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 0 5 4 4 - 3 3 2 6 2 1  

“It sounded too good“It sounded too good

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

said another happy client

 
to be true – a superb sea-view
apartment in Anglo-populated
Ashkelon for only 15% down
– is actually a reality.”

Owning your own apartment does not just allow
you freedom, but offers monetary savings, and
an increase in your investment value.
Anglo-populated, sunny Ashkelon is the answer!

It’s very affordable – from $500,000 with just a 15%
down payment, mortgages available as well as bank
guarantees. Rental income often in excess of 3.5%.

L I V E  O P P O S I T E  T H E  S E A

 
davidz@AshkelonProperties.com
ca l l  Dav id  a t  054-433-2621 

www.ashkelonproperties.com

                   May this year be
                   one of ,

 and 
. We can help.

Health
Happiness Sound
Investments

5783

Just 15% down payment!

LLaarrggeesstt  sseelleeccttiioonn  ooff  sseeaa--vviieeww
pprrooppeerrttiieess  ffoorr  ssaallee  oorr  rreenntt..
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J E R U S A L E M

R E A L  E S T A T E

ANGLO- SAXON-JERUSALEM
ISRAEL’S LEADING REAL ESTATE NETWORK

3 Moshe Hess St., Jerusalem
0778038511

Yemin Moshe - spectacular views of the 
Old City. Unique villa home in picturesque 
Yemin Moshe. 300m plus two balconies/ 
terraces, flower garden, 9 rooms with 
2 living rooms. Separate entrance unit. 
Walking distance to Old City, Mamila shops.  
Nava 053-6642512
Old Katamon (Hamatzor) - 6 room 
apartment,1st floor, arab-style house, 
Sukkah terrace, Shtiblach building. 
Exclusive! Tovi  053-6268110
Rehavia (Ramban) - Walking distance to 
the Great Synagogue! 6 rooms, one level, 
parking, storage. Exclusive! 6,600,000NIS  
Moshe 053-6305725

couple.
Yeshayahu then states that he will not 

passively await the Redemption: “For 
Zion’s sake I will not remain silent, and for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not be still, until her 
righteousness emerges like shining light...” 
He implores the city of Yerushalayim itself 
not to be silent until G-d restores Jerusalem 
and establishes it in glory.

The haftorah then declares Hashem’s 
promise to redeem Zion. The haftorah 
describes the punishment that will be 
meted out to Edom and the enemies of 
Israel.

Yeshayahu concludes with the famous 
statement:

“In all [Israel’s] afflictions, He, too, is 
afflicted, and the angel of His presence 
redeemed them...” 

Like a loving father who shares the pain 
of his child, Hashem too, shares the pain of 
His people, and awaits the Geulah Shleimah 
along with them. 

in Alon Shevut
XXL Free standing home

380 meters, 3 floors
  Great location, 

Surrounded by green

Benjie Aziz  
Real Estate

BENJIE 0544-882194 
BENJIE@BEZEQINT.NET

For Sale 

No Mitzvot in Nitzavim

MITZVOT

STATS

Nitzavim - 51st of the 54 sedras; 8th of 11 in D’varim 
Written on 87 lines in a Torah (rank: 52) 
4 Parshiyot; 1 open, 3 closed 40 p’sukim - ranks 53 
(10th in D’varim) 
657 words - ranks 51 (8th in D’varim) 
2575 letters - ranks 51 (8th in D’varim) 

Condolences to
Phyllis Galandauer and family
on the passing of her husband

Andy Galandauer z"l
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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• It’s almost the NEW YEAR and your furniture should  look 
NEW as well.  

• PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
• EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
• SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and 

replace with much stronger wood 
• CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 

 
WISHING ALL OUR PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE 
CUSTOMERS (AND YOUR FURNITURE) A HAPPY & 
HEALTHY NEW YEAR  
 

 

 

   

 

  
  

 

Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company                                       
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever 

 

 

 

    

 

              

 
  

 
Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  

    Phone: 02-999-2418          WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 

Avner Ben Ner, German Colony
Duplex Penthouse 

• 155 sqm 
• 75 sqm roof terrace
• American style kitchen
• full of light and air

Smuts, 
German 
Colony
Duplex 
Penthouse
• 300 sqm
• 50 sqm balconies
• bright, airy, & spacious property

T  : +972-2-567-0303  E: info@prosperity-realestate.com
p r o s p e r i t y - r e a l e s t a t e . c o m
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Why Judaism?
This week’s parsha raises a question that 

goes to the heart of Judaism, but which was 
not asked for many centuries until raised 
by a great Spanish scholar of the fifteenth 
century, Rabbi Isaac Arama. Moses is almost 
at the end of his life. The people are about 
to cross the Jordan and enter the Promised 
Land. Moses knows he must do one thing 
more before he dies. He must renew the cov-
enant between the people and God.

This nation’s parents had entered into 
that commitment almost forty years before 
when they stood at Mount Sinai and said, 
“All that the Lord has spoken we shall do 
and we shall heed.” (Ex. 24:7) But now 
Moses has to ensure that the next genera-
tion and all future generations will be bound 
by it. He wanted no-one to be able to say, 
“God made a covenant with my ancestors 
but not with me. I did not give my consent. 
I was not there. I am not bound.” That is 

why Moses says:
Not with you alone am I making this cov-

enant and oath; with you who are standing 
here with us today before the Lord our God 
I make it, and with those, too, who are not 
with us today.

Deut. 29:13-14
“Those who are not with us today” cannot 

mean Israelites alive at the time who were 
somewhere else. The entire nation was 
present at the assembly. It means “genera-
tions not yet born.” That is why the Talmud 
says: we are all mushba ve-omed meHar 
Sinai, “foresworn from Sinai.” (Yoma 73b, 
Nedarim 8a)

Hence one of the most fundamental 
facts about Judaism: converts excepted, we 
do not choose to be Jews. We are born as 
Jews. We become legal adults, subject to the 
commands, at age twelve for girls, thirteen 
for boys. But we are part of the covenant 
from birth. A bat or bar mitzvah is not a 
“confirmation”. It involves no voluntary 
acceptance of Jewish identity. That choice 
took place more than three thousand years 
ago when Moses said “Not with you alone 
am I making this covenant and oath... 
with those, too, who are not with us today,” 
meaning all future generations.

But how can this be so? There is no obli-
gation without consent. How can we be 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

NITZAVIM
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subject to a commitment on the basis of 
a decision taken long ago by our distant 
ancestors? To be sure, in Jewish law you 
can confer a benefit on someone else with-
out their consent. But though it is surely a 
benefit to be a Jew, it is also in some sense a 
liability, a restriction on our range of legiti-
mate choices. Why then are we bound now 
by what the Israelites said then?

Jewishly, this is the ultimate question. 
How can religious identity be passed on 
from parent to child? If identity were 
merely ethnic, we could understand it. 
We inherit many things from our parents 
– most obviously our genes. But being Jew-
ish is not a genetic condition. It is a set of 
religious obligations.

The Sages gave an answer in the form of 
a tradition about today’s parsha. They said 
that the souls of all future generations were 
present at Sinai. As souls, they freely gave 
their consent, generations before they were 
born. (Shevuot 39a)

However, Arama argues that this cannot 
answer our question, since God’s covenant 
is not with souls only, but also with embod-
ied human beings. We are physical beings 
with physical desires. We can understand 
that the soul would agree to the covenant. 
What does the soul desire if not closeness 
to God?1 But the assent that counts is that 
of living, breathing human beings with 
bodies, and we cannot assume that they 
would agree to the Torah with its many 
restrictions on eating, drinking, sexual rela-
tions and the rest. Not until we are born, 
and are old enough to understand what is 

1  Isaac Arama, Akeidat Yitzhak, Deuter-
onomy, Nitzavim.

 

 

 
 

www.angelrealty.co.il 
  

For Sale in Jerusalem, Ramot B, 
Amazing cottage with stunning 
view, 8.5 rooms, great location. 
5,250,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dagan, Efrat 
Stunning 8 room cottage, middle 
unit. 3 floors, 230m.  5,250,000 NIS 
For Sale in Zayit, Efrat 
3 room apt. Great central location 
1,625,000 NIS 
For Sale in Gefen, Efrat 
Beautiful 5 room duplex garden 
2,850,000 NIS 
For Sale in Dekel, Efrat 
4 room apt. 
 2,150,000 NIS 
Contact Gabi for more info 
0524588716 

  

  
Gabi- 0524588716  
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faced with a choice. Spanish Jewry expe-
rienced its Kristallnacht in 1391, and from 
then on until the expulsion in 1492, Jews 
found themselves excluded from more 
and more areas of public life. There were 
immense pressures on them to convert, and 
some did so. Of these, some maintained their 
Jewish identity in secret, but others did not. 
For the first time in many centuries, staying 
Jewish came to be seen not just as a fate but 
as a choice. That is why Arama raised the 
question that had been unasked for so long. 
It is also why, in an age in which everything 
significant seems open to choice, it is being 
asked again in our time.

Arama gave one answer. I gave my own 
in my book A Letter in the Scroll.2 But I also 
believe a large part of the answer lies in 
what Moses himself said at the end of his 
address:

“I call heaven and earth as witnesses 
against you today. I have set before you 
life and death, the blessing and the curse. 
Choose life - so that you and your children 
may live...”

Deut. 30:19
Choose life. No religion, no civilisation, has 

insisted so strenuously and consistently that 
we can choose. We have it in us, says Mai-
monides, to be as righteous as Moses or as 
evil as Jeroboam.3 We can be great. We can 

2  A Letter in the Scroll: Understand-
ing Our Jewish Identity and Exploring the 
Legacy of the World’s Oldest Religion (New 
York: Free Press, 2000). Published in Britain 
as Radical Then, Radical Now: The Legacy of 
the World’s Oldest Religion (London: Harp-
erCollins, 2001).

3  Hilchot Teshuvah 5:2.

being asked of us can we give our consent 
in a way that binds us. Therefore the fact 
that the unborn generations were present 
at Moses’ covenant ceremony does not give 
us the answer we need.

In essence, Arama was asking: Why be 
Jewish? What is fascinating is that he was 
the first to ask this question since the age of 
the Talmud. Why was it not asked before? 
Why was it first asked in fifteenth century 
Spain? For many centuries the question, 
“Why be Jewish?” did not arise. The answer 
was self-evident. I am Jewish because that 
is what my parents were and theirs before 
them, back to the dawn of Jewish time. 
Existential questions arise only when we 
feel there is a choice. For much of history, 
Jewish identity was not a choice. It was a 
fact of birth, a fate, a destiny. It was not 
something you chose, any more than you 
choose to be born.

In fifteenth-century Spain, Jews were 

לעילוי נשמת
ר חיים צבי בן אליהו ז"ל

Dr. Henry C. Romberg z"l

Beloved 
husband, 
father, and 
grandfather, 
we miss you!

נלב"ע כ"ט אלול 
תשס"ה 

ולהבדיל בין חיים לחיים
This year, we will Be"h  

be celebrating the Bar Mitzva  
of his grandson, Chaim Tzvi Morris,  
whose Bris was on the 4th Yahrzeit, 

.כ"ט אלול
Mazal Tov!
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be small. We can choose.
The ancients - with their belief in fate, 

fortune, Moira, Ananke, the influence of the 
stars or the arbitrariness of nature - did not 
fully believe in human freedom. For them 
true freedom meant, if you were religious, 
accepting fate, or if you were philosophical, 
the consciousness of necessity. Nor do most 
scientific atheists believe in it today. We are 
determined, they say, by our genes. Our fate 
is scripted in our DNA. Choice is an illusion 
of the conscious mind. It is the fiction we tell 
ourselves.

Judaism says no. Choice is like a muscle: 
use it or lose it. Jewish law is an ongoing 
training regime in willpower. Can you eat 
this and not that? Can you exercise spiritu-
ally three times a day? Can you rest one day 
in seven? Can you defer the gratification of 
instinct – what Freud took to be the mark 
of civilisation? Can you practise self-control 
(which, according to the “marshmallow 
test”, is the surest sign of future success in 
life)?4 To be a Jew means not going with the 
flow, not doing what others do just because 
they are doing it. It gives us 613 exercises in 
the power of will to shape our choices. That 
is how we, with God, become co-authors of 
our lives. “We have to be free”, said Isaac 
Bashevis Singer, “we have no choice!”

Choose life. In many other faiths, life 
down here on earth with its loves, losses, tri-
umphs, and defeats, is not the highest value. 
Heaven is to be found in life after death, or 
the soul in unbroken communion with God, 
or in acceptance of the world-that-is. Life is 
eternity, life is serenity, life is free of pain. 

4  Walter Mischel, The Marshmallow 
Test, Bantam Press, 2014.

ARNONA/TALPIOT - 
Beit Hanatziv, Derech Hevron 101A

RAMAT ESHKOL Shopping Center (Above Waffle Bar)

(02) 674-3888

Professional Optometrists • Multifocals with 
guarantee • Contact lenses • Beautiful frames

It’s not only how you LOOK
It’s how you SEE

Liaise with tax professionals in Israel and the US
to assist in tax filing and record keeping

 

Ensuring financial health by organizing and
streamlining finances to safeguard your assets

 

We think of
everything,

so you don’t
have to

File management, bill payment and bank
reconciliations

 

Tracking and monitoring income, expenses and
investments 
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But that, for Judaism, is not quite life. It may 
be noble, spiritual, sublime, but it is not life 
in all its passion, responsibility, and risk.

Judaism teaches us how to find God 
down here on earth not up there in heaven. 
It means engaging with life, not taking ref-
uge from it. It seeks not so much happiness 
as joy: the joy of being with others and 
together with them making a blessing over 
life. It means taking the risk of love, com-
mitment, and loyalty. It means living for 
something larger than the pursuit of plea-
sure or success. It means daring greatly.

Judaism does not deny pleasure, for it is 
not ascetic. It does not worship pleasure. 
Judaism is not hedonist. Instead it sanctifies 
pleasure. It brings the Divine Presence into 
the most physical acts: eating, drinking, inti-
macy. We find God not just in the synagogue 
but in the home, the house of study, and acts 
of kindness; we find God in community, hos-
pitality, and wherever we mend some of the 
fractures of our human world.

No religion has ever held the human per-
son in higher regard. We are not tainted by 
original sin. We are not a mere bundle of 
selfish genes. We are not an inconsequen-
tial life-form lost in the vastness of the 
universe. We are the being on whom God 
has set His image and likeness. We are the 
people God has chosen to be His partners 
in the work of creation. We are the nation 
God married at Sinai with the Torah as 
our marriage contract. We are the people 
God called on to be His witnesses. We are 
the ambassadors of heaven in the country 
called earth.

We are not better, or worse, than oth-
ers. We are simply different, because God 
values difference whereas for most of the 
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time, human beings have sought to elimi-
nate difference by imposing one faith, one 
regime or one empire on all humanity. 
Ours is one of the few faiths to hold that 
the righteous of all nations have a share in 
heaven because of what they do on earth.

Choose life. Nothing sounds easier yet 
nothing has proved more difficult over 
time. Instead, people choose substitutes 
for life. They pursue wealth, possessions, 
status, power, fame, and to these gods they 
make the supreme sacrifice, realising too 
late that true wealth is not what you own 
but what you are thankful for, that the 
highest status is not to care about status, 
and that influence is more powerful than 
power.

That is why, though few faiths are more 
demanding, most Jews at most times have 
stayed faithful to Judaism, living Jewish 
lives, building Jewish homes, and continu-
ing the Jewish story. That is why, with a 
faith as unshakeable as it has proved true, 
Moses was convinced that “not with you 
alone am I making this covenant and oath... 
with those, too, who are not with us today.” 
His gift to us is that through worshipping 
something so much greater than ourselves 
we become so much greater than we would 
otherwise have been.

Why Judaism? Because there is no more 
challenging way of choosing life. 

Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l. These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

054-723-3863  

Jerusalem Real Estate is my Business
Eta: 054-723-3863 

Rachel: 052-546-6425  
CALL 
TODAY

Private home in BAKA. 650 sqm of land, private 
gated property, arab styled old house that was 
completely restored. Huge front garden. Building 
rights. Actual living space >450 sqm plus 
basement. Call me if you are looking for a special 
property.

OLD KATAMON stand alone home on a full 
dunam, 600 sqm living space plus 200 sqm 
building rights. Surrounded by a beautiful private 
garden. Parking and additional basement area. 
Call me for more info.

 

 

Amazing stand alone homes in OLD KATAMON, 
TALBIYA, BAKA, GERMAN COLONY. 

Call for more info

Large beautiful property available in 
YEMIN MOSHE. Call for details.

New apartment for sale in BAKA 113 sqm with 
terrace 6.8 sqm. Shabbat elevator 4,700,000 NIS

New penthouse OLD KATAMON. Underground 
parking & storage. 240 sqm on one floor. Large 
terrace & Shabbat elevator. 10,000,000 NIS

Fabulous 3 room 
penthouse in BAKA, 89 
sqm + 12 sqm sukkah 
balcony + 47 sqm of 
terrace on the roof (which 
can be upgraded to a 
swimming pool). 2 
covered parking spaces 
and a 5 sqm storage unit.  
Price 5,200,000 NIS

BAKA Penthouse. 154 sqm on 
one floor with 4 bedrooms and 2 
full bathrooms. Shabbat elevator, 
2 underground parking and 3 
storage units!!! 25 sqm Sukka 
terrace off living room plus large 
roof top terrace. 6,800,000 NIS

Eta Morris Realty, Ltd.   
etamorrisrealestate@gmail.com 

Eta: 054-723-3863  ·  Rachel: 052-546-6425 
etamorrisrealty.co.il 
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Shana Tova  
from RE/MAX Vision 

Wishing you a sweet new year. A year spent with family 
and friends. A year filled with health, happiness, and joy.   

 

 

 

 

 
Mevo Hamatmid 16, City Center  

2 room apt, 44 sqm, parking. Serviced 
building (pool, spa, gym, 24/7 security).  

10 min walk to Old City. Shabbat elevator, 
handicapped accessible. NIS 2,100,000 

Orna Even 054-621-6069 
 

 
Bar Kochva St., French Hill 

RENOVATED 3 room apartment 
66 sqm, 1st floor.  Lots of light, AC. 

Possibility for Urban Renewal project. 
NIS 2,100,000 

Nelly Efrati Artom 052-476-4356  

 
Shlomo Ben Yosef, Armon Hanetziv 

Great investment Opportunity! 
 3 rooms + balcony and view. Bright and 
airy. Slated and signed for Pinuy Binuy!  

NIS 1,800,000  
Rachel Gluck 052-478-9193 

 
Lot for Sale, Nachlaot 
Just off Bezalel Street 

150 sqm lot with building rights for up to 350 
sqm and up to 6 apartments. 

NIS 9,000,000 
Ariyel Maresky- 054-577-7509 

 

 

  
Yael St, Baka Penthouse 

Architecturally designed, beautiful 
penthouse apt, 5 rooms, 3 bathrooms, 
Succah, parking, storage. Perfect for a 
family- ready to move in. NIS 6,400,000  

Orna Even 054-621-6069 

 

 

 
Beit Nekofa, Private Estate 

Authentic Arab style house, 5 room, fully 
accessible. Over 1.5 dunam land. 

Possibility to build second house on the lot. 
 Asking NIS 8,850,000 

Nelly Efrati Artom 052-476-4356 

Rabbi Uziel Street, Bayit Vagan 
 Multi-level 223 sqm, huge terrace,  .

Building rights for 455+ sqm amazing views 
balconies, storage ,3 private parking 

spaces, private elevator NIS 12,950,000 
Ezra Levi 054-842-1289 

 
Oved Street, Abu-Tor  

Duplex penthouse with spectacular views. 
Currently divided into 2 units. Total of 300+ 

Sqm, Succah balconies, Storage, indoor 
parking, private elevator. NIS 6,670,000 

Menachem Lindner 050-337-7792 

Rechavia Garden Duplex 
Spacious garden apt. 400 Sqm on two 

floors+ 200 Sqm wraparound garden. Can 
be separated into two units. 2 indoor 

parking spaces. Lots of storage. Elevator.  
Orna Even 054-621-6069 

 

The largest collection of exclusive Jerusalem properties 
is just one click away      www.remaxjerusalem.com  

 



OU ISRAEL CENTER         19

The 1st Annual
Ari Fuld lion oF Zion PriZe 

2022/5783

Keep Ari’s memory alive and continue his mission through the  
Ari Fuld Project fundraiser

Tune in on oct. 2 and join us for the livestreamed ceremony in 
the presence of Ari’s idF miluim unit, featuring:
Presentation of the Ari Fuld lion of Zion Award 
to Jeremy Gimpel and Ari Abramowitz of the Arugot Farm

To donate and to watch the livestream event, 
join us at: www.AriFuld.org/2022
6:00 p.m. israel time/11:00 am. nY time

To be presented on oct. 2, 2022 / 7 Tishrei 5783
4th Yahrzeit of Ari Fuld Hy”d

Equip Community 
Counter-Terrorist 
Kitat Konenut Teams

Spread Ari Fuld’s 
Torah Teachings

Build the Ari Fuld 
Beit Midrash

Support Our IDF 
Reservists

w w w . A r i F u l d . o r g / 2 0 2 2
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

It Is In Our 
Mouths 

ֲעׂשֽתוֹ: ְבָך֖ לַֽ ִפ֥יָך ּוִבְלבָֽ ָב֖ר ְמאֹ֑ד בְּ י־ָקר֥וֹב ֵאֶל֛יָך ַהדָּ כִּֽ

Rather, [this] thing is very close to you; it 
is in your mouth and in your heart, so that 
you can fulfill it. (Devarim 30:14). 

There is a dispute among 
the Rishonim as to whether 
or not there is an independent 
command to do teshuva. The 
Ramban, Sforno and others 
believe that there is a direct 
command to engage in the act 
of teshuva and that it is in fact 
referenced in this week’s par-
sha as is stated: ַ֙עד ה' ֱאלֹק֨יָך ֞ ְבתָּ  ְושַׁ
(and you will return to Hashem 
your God) (Devarim 30: 3). 

The Torah continues and states that the 
ability to engage in teshuva is close to you 
– it is in your mouth and in your heart.   
Many derive from this statement that two 
elements are required: (i) the reference to 
one’s mouth relates to an oral commitment 
(viduy) and (ii) the reference to one’s heart 
relates to an action or rather restraint from 

further transgression (ma’ase). 
The reference to one’s mouth may also 

be understood to relate to one’s tefilla. The 
gemara in Eruvin 54a states: -  אימתי קרוב 

 When  is it (teshuva) close אליך? בזמן שבפיך
to you? When it is verbalized. 

In order to maintain friendships, com-
munication is required. When one does not 
interact with an acquaintance on a regu-

lar basis, the parties become 
less familiar with each other, 
and the close bond begins to 
dissipate. It is no different 
with our relationship with 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. If we 
want to maintain our connec-
tion, we need to communicate 
with Him. We do so through 
tefilla. There is a standard 
text that we recite, but as 
significant are the personal 

prayers that we add. When we are in need 
of something, we should turn to God and 
when we are blessed, we should express 

NITZAVIM
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our gratification to God.  
A story is told by L’hitaneg B’tanugim of 

a talmid that approached his Rav in Poland 
and pleaded for a yeshua. He was deathly ill, 
and doctors could not find a cure. Hopeless, 
he approached the Rav and asked if the Rav 
could refer him to an expert for assistance.  
The Rav responded, “go to the professor 
in Anapole (a small town in Ukraine), he 
can surely assist you.”  Excited and filled 
with hope, the student boarded a train to 
Anapole.  When he arrived in Anapole and 
disembarked from the train, he inquired as 
to the address of the famous professor from 
Anapole. No one seemed to be familiar with 
such an individual. Finally, a bystander told 
the student:” This is a small town, there are 
no doctors or professors who reside in this 
village.’ The student was perplexed. Why 
would the Rav send him to the town if no 
such individual existed?  He then asked the 
bystander “so what do you do in the village 
when someone is terribly ill?” The individ-
ual responded: “very simple, we pray to the 
one Above - the doctor of all (רופא כל בשר) 
and request that he bless us with a refuah 
shlema.” The student now understood the 
Rav’s intention. It was time for him to turn 
to the Almighty and to start davening and 
request that God do the healing.  

Through our prayers we can strengthen 
our relationship with God. We should rec-
ognize our gifts come from Above and He 
is there to provide comfort in times of need.  
“B’ficha” – perhaps the key lies within our 
lips.  During this time of year as we engage 
in prayer, may we do so with additional 
kavana. Recognize with whom we are con-
versing and allow our communication to 
reinforce our bond with Hashem. 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

Changing 
Course 

As the longest serving rabbi in Minnesota, 
Rav Moshe Feller is among the senior shlu-
chim of the Lubavitcher Rebbe. As a young 
man, Rabbi Feller was a talmid at Yeshiva 
Torah Vodaath, but was drawn by his spiri-
tual curiosity toward the openness mission 
and ideals taught in Lubavitch. After expe-
riencing his first farbrengen in July of 1955, 
young Moshe’s attention was piqued when 
the Rebbe addressed an initiative geared 
toward yeshiva students his age. 

Merkos Shlichus was, and is, a pro-
gram that dispatches rabbinic students to 
smaller, often outlying Jewish communities 
to strengthen Yidishkeit by teaching Torah 
and reaching out to empower and engage 
local Jews during the summer and holidays. 
At the farbrengen, the Lubavitcher Rebbe 
was sharing words of chizuk for Merkos 
and support to the rabbinic students. At 
one point, the Rebbe reacted to feedback 
from participants in Merkos Shlichus who 
had traveled to a small town, but who per-
ceived themselves as being unsuccessful 
and were disappointed that they did not see 
results commensurate with their efforts. 

“What they didn’t realize,” said the Rebbe, 
“was that there was a young girl sitting by 
the window in that small town who turned 

to her grandfather and said, ‘Look at those 
strange-looking fellows on the street… who 
are they? What are they doing here?’ When 
the older Yid looked out the window and 
saw the young Chasidic yeshiva students, he 
was reminded of his roots back in Europe 
and the life of tradition and observance that 
he had left behind. That feeling of spiritual 
awakening,” explained the Rebbe, “was 
worth the whole trip.”

ֶכם ִלְפֵני ה׳ ֱאלֹקיֶכם… ִבים ַהּיוֹם כֻּלְּ ם ִנצָּ ַאתֶּ

“You are all standing this day before 
Hashem…

The Baal Shem Tov taught that here the 
word ha-yom, “this day”, is a reference 
to Rosh Hashanah, the day on which we 
all “stand” in judgment before Hashem. 
Therefore, each year, Parshas Nitzavim 
precedes Rosh Hashanah, and at this crit-
ical moment it transmits to us the words 
of reproach, encouragement and mussar. 
The parsha urges us to remember that no 
matter the perceived deficiencies in our 
service of God, we are to believe in our con-
nection with Hashem and to know that we 
can always repair what we have damaged:
ָך ַהּיוֹם לֹא ִנְפֵלאת ִהוא  ר ָאנִֹכי ְמַצוְּ ְצָוה ַהּזֹאת ֲאשֶׁ י ַהמִּ כִּ

ַליָּם  ְולֹא-ֵמֵעֶבר  ִהוא...  ַמִים  ַבשָּׁ לֹא  ִהוא.  ְרחָֹקה  ְולֹא  ָך  ִממְּ

ִפיָך ּוִבְלָבְבָך ַלֲעׂשתוֹ ָבר ְמאֹד, בְּ י ָקרוֹב ֵאֶליָך ַהדָּ ִהוא... כִּ

“For this commandment (teshuvah)… is 
not concealed from you, nor is it far away. 

It is not in Heaven… Nor is it beyond the 
sea… Rather, it is very close to you; 

NITZAVIM
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it is in your mouth and in your heart, so 
you can fulfill it!” (30:11-14) 

Changing the course of our lives and 
improving ourselves spiritually is indeed a 
goal that is “very close”. We can change the 
trajectory of our lives in a moment. Even 
one sincere hirhur teshuvah, one feeling 
inspiration to turn and stand ִלְפֵני ה׳, “before 
Hashem”, can be the spiritual awakening 
that shifts our focus and direction. 

Rebbe Yisachar Dov Rokeach, shlit’a, the 
current Belzer Rebbe, points out that the 
mincha prayer of Erev Rosh Hashanah — 
the last amidah of the year — has the very 
same nusach or wording as every weekday 
mincha. It has the same blessing of “Bare-
ich aleinu es ha-shanah ha-zos, “Bless us this 
year (with prosperity and wellbeing).” With 
moments before the closing of the year and 
at the cusp of a new beginning, we affirm 
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our belief and confidence that the Ribbono 
Shel Olam can make that entire year a 
revealed blessing. In one moment, with an 
intention of teshuvah in our hearts, we can 
change the trajectory and focus of our lives 
and see a turnabout for the better…

Yeshuas Hashem k’heref ayin -
“God saves in the blink of an eye.”
(Midrash Lekach Tov, Esther, 4:17)

Internalizing the Rebbe’s message, the 
young Moshe Feller decided then and there 
to dedicate his life to sharing the light of 
Yiddishkeit with others. May we be open 
to hearing the positive messages that are 
being broadcast our way. May we make the 
most of every moment of inspiration and 
prayer, and allow ourselves to be guided 
toward a year of good health, growth and 
happiness, in the service of others.  
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Performing 
The Mitzvah 
of Hefker 

Even as Rosh Hashanah approaches, 
shemitah fruit remains available for con-
sumption into the eighth year. All fruit, 
vegetables (which are not subject to 
sefichin) and other produce are still subject 
to the laws of Kedushat Shevi’it. Under the 
mitzvah of Hefker, the Torah obligates that 
produce on private property be forfeited of 
ownership and allow anyone to come and 
collect it.

How is ownership relinquished?
Early authorities dispute whether shem-

itah produce becomes Hefker (ownerless) 
automatically or the owner must actively 
forfeit ownership (see Responsa Avkat 
Rochel 24 and Mabi’t 1:11). There are 
numerous practical applications from 
this dispute. Regarding private gardens, 
this dispute effects whether one may take 
produce from anyone’s garden without 
permission or must one confirm that the 
owner actually performed the mitzvah of 
Hefker (see Minchat Chinuch 84). Certain 
later Poskim (see Torat Ha’aretz 8:18) state 
that it is improper to take produce without 
confirming that the owner has relinquished 
ownership. Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach 

(Shulchan Shlomo p.202) added that one 
should inform the owner that he is taking 
the fruit and that it is proper to thank the 
owner as well (even though the fruit does 
not halachically belong to him).

As the owner must perform the action 
of relinquishing ownership of the pro-
duce, certain other laws apply. One should 
perform the mitzvah of Hefker in front of 
three people and proclaim verbally that 
one is relinquishing ownership over the 
following fruits (Sdeh Mordechai 14:5). This 
proclamation must be made full heartedly. 
One should have intent to forfeit ownership 
for both the poor and the wealthy (Shul-
chan Shlomo p.199).   

Allowing others to enter 
In cases where the produce is easily acces-

sible, one should leave the gate unlocked so 
that others can come and take. If an owner is 
concerned that by leaving the gate unlocked 
property may be damaged or belongings sto-
len, one may put up a notice on the gate with 
a time to come and collect fruit (Mishpetei 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Eretz 10:4). In a case where the trees are not 
easily accessible, such as the only passage to 
the garden being through the owner’s home, 
the owner should post times when one can 
enter through the house in order to collect 
shemitah produce. There is no halachic 
issue limiting times of entry, yet it should 
be enough time for people to pick freely 
without infringing greatly on the owner’s 
privacy.   

Other factors
At times, fruit that is under the prohibi-

tion of Orlah may be in one’s garden at the 
same time as shemitah produce. Similarly, 
during the eighth year, both shemitah and 
non-shemitah produce are present. In such 
a case, the owner should put up a clear sign 
on the trees and by the entrance noting 
which produce is Hefker and thereby per-
missible for taking and which is not (Sdeh 
Mordechai 14:10). 

In a case where a lot of leftover fruit 
remains on the trees, the owner should 
NOT put fruit in a box and leave it outside 

for people to take. The reason for this is 
because the mitzvah of Hefker must be 
done from produce directly on the trees 
(Chazon Ish 15:11). 

The owner is allowed to collect shemitah 
fruit from his own garden. The amount 
permitted to take at a time is the regular 
amount one buys for his household for up 
to a week (Sdeh Mordechai 14:18). 
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essentially designated to the righteous who 
leave the path. 

Of course, some interpret the Torah 
according to their mores, desires, and fash-
ionable (even worthy) notions. They are 
content to observe commandments that 
suit them not necessarily consonant with 
Torah teachings.

These individuals rationalize that their 
interpretations of the Torah are noble and 
progressive. So, no wonder the Parsha tells 
us that the oath applied to everyone from 
the elite to the woodcutters, independent of 
personal views, current ideologies, or con-
temporary interpretations of Tikkun Olam. 
Everyone is bound by the covenant. 

The Torah is our guidebook. Moreover, 
our loyalty to Hashem and His Torah is not 
a matter for the negotiating table, as hard 
as it is “to be Jewish.” In the sporting world, 
we learn of “No pain, no gain.” So it is with 
us Jews: We appreciate that Hashem did 
not make the task easy. However, by fac-
ing the challenges, we grow and gradually 
learn that Hashem runs the world and that 
we are partners in bringing about the final 
Geulah.

As Rosh Hashanah approaches, we might 
internalize that our every action, however 
small, can lead us – and the entire world 
– to a totally new condition whereby all 
of Hashem’s creations give Him homage. 
VeKen Yehi Ratzon. Shabbat Shalom. 

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
menpmp@gmail.com

DIVREI MENACHEM

The Correct 
“Root” to 
Redemption

Yiddish has a well-known phrase: “Shver 
tsu zayn a yid,” meaning it’s tough being a 
Jew. Indeed, it is. We are supposed to be 
partners in fixing a broken world, and our 
responsibilities weigh heavily on us. But, 
just as a robust tree must have strong roots, 
so we, God’s chosen artisans, must firmly 
be loyal to the oath undertaken in this 
week’s Parsha to succeed in our mission.

However, our Parsha raises the notion 
that some persons (even whole tribes) 
might not possess the motivating spirit to 
uphold the Covenant with Hashem, not in 
the biblical era or any future period.

Indeed, one whose heart turns away is 
compared with a root that bears gall and 
wormwood, akin to the weakening of one’s 
disposition with time. However, such indi-
viduals “go in peace” even though they 
walk in the stubbornness of their hearts 
(Devarim 29: 17-20).

These self-satisfied individuals conjecture 
that they are immune from punishment, 
arguing that the merits of the righteous 
will protect them. Or they protest that they 
repudiated the Torah and never accepted 
the oath and are thus immune from curses 

NITZAVIM
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 DAY 1
The Torah reading for the first day is 

Genesis, Chapter 21, v. 1-34. This chapter 
describes the birth of Yitzchak, the insis-
tence of Sarah to send Yishmael away, and 
Hagar and Yishmael’s near death in the 
desert before being saved. It concludes 
with a pact made between Avraham and 
Avimelech in Beer Sheva.

Aliya 1. The promise made to 
Avraham and Sarah is granted 
and Yitzchak is born. In describ-

ing the birth, the phrase “as He said’’ 
appears 3 times in the first 2 verses.  That is 
the reason this is read on Rosh Hashana. 
The theme of Zichronot is not just that G-d 
remembers, but that He does what He 
promises, acts on what He says.  He granted 
Sarah the child that He promised.

Aliya 2. Sarah says “all who 
hear of this birth will laugh”.  
Hence Yitzchak.  Jewish history 

begins with the incredulous. A laugh 
expressing how incredulous this birth is.  
Sarah knew not how incredulous our his-
tory would truly be.

KI TEITZEI Sarah demands that Hagar and Yishmael 
be sent off, for Yitzchak alone is our future.  
While Avraham does not like this, Hashem 
tells him that Sarah is correct, for Yitzchak 
is the Jewish future. While we value all peo-
ple, Jewish destiny is different, our people 
are different and our covenant with G-d is 
different.

Aliya 3.  Avraham awakens 
early to send Hagar and Yish-
mael away. They go to 

Beersheva. She cannot bear to see the death 
of her son. An angel calls to her that her son 
is saved as G-d hears the voice of the child; 
he too will be a great nation. She opens her 
eyes and sees water and they drink. He 
grows and becomes an archer.

This is a parallel story to the Akeida we 
will read tomorrow. Early in the morning, 
journeying off, with a son, near death, the 
angel calls, her eyes are open.  

There is a universal theme of Rosh 
Hashana, of all of G-d’s creation. There 
are great nations.  Like Yishmael. But the 
parallel to the story of Yitzchak and the 
Akeida is to highlight the difference. There 
are many great nations. Yishmael becomes 
a great warrior archer. But Yitzchak will 
carry on the covenant. There is only one 
Jewish people.

Aliya 4. Avimelech makes a 
pact with Avraham because 
“G-d is with you in all you do”.  

This too is a promise fulfilled. Avraham 
was promised he would have a great name.  
His fame has come to be. G-d promises and 
fulfills those promises.

Aliya 5. They call the name of 
the location Beersheva from 
the word oath, or pact. Theirs is 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

ROSH HASHANA
TORAH READING
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his assistants, with Yitzchak and with the 
wood.

The drama of the story is belied by the 
strikingly simple wording: hineni, here I 
am, he woke up early, got up and went to 
do what G-d requested.  The absence of any 
dialogue, of any questions, of challenge to 
G-d, of discussion with Sarah, of explana-
tion to Yitzchak is striking. This simplicity 
drives the message of the simplicity of Avra-
ham’s loyalty to G-d. For this terribly 
complex story is at its root quite simple.  
This simplicity is a Rosh Hashana theme.  
We live in a terribly complicated world; we 
have many unanswered questions, theo-
logical questions, many challenges and 
confusion. But at some very deep and pro-
found level we are simple in our devotion.  
Like the shofar – no words, just a simple 
call from way deep in our souls.

an earthly pact, ours a Divine one.

DAY 2

The Torah reading is the 24 verses of 
Genesis, Chapter 22. This story, Akeidat 
Yitzchak, the binding of Isaac is the most 
dramatic expression of how far man is will-
ing to go in his allegiance to G-d. While it is 
a complex story of conflicted commands, 
the narrative is beautiful in its simplicity.  
Amidst the simplicity of the story, the deep 
and unswerving commitment of Avraham 
is majestic. The story concludes with the 
ram, caught in the thicket by its horn; the 
shofar we use for Rosh Hashana.

Aliya 1. G-d tests Avraham: 
Take your beloved son and 
offer him as an offering. Avra-

ham awakens early, gets up and goes with 



32     TORAH TIDBITS 1486 / NITZAVIM 5782 - ROSH HASHANA - VAYEILECH 5783

Aliya 2.  They arrive at the 
place.  The assistants stay back.  
Avraham and Yitzchak walk, 

together. Yitzchak inquires as to where the 
offering is. Avraham responds that G-d will 
provide the offering. And they walk 
together.

They walk together. This togetherness is 
ironic – for Avraham knows he is to sacri-
fice Yitzchak, while Yitzchak does not know 
this. Or perhaps he does. Maybe he really 
is together with Avraham. While Avraham 
is tested, Yitzchak is too. Yitzchak’s role as 
the willing offering is dramatic. And as the 
father of the Jewish people, he expresses 
the image of the Jew as nearly destroyed, 
but surviving.

Aliya 3. Avraham builds the 
altar, arranges the wood, places 
Yitzchak on the altar and takes 

the knife to slaughter his son. The angel 
interrupts; instructing him not to slaughter 
his son, or do a thing, for now we know you 
would not withhold even your son from 
Me.  Avraham sees the ram and offers it in 
place of his son. He calls the place “G-d will 
see, yireh” and it is called the mountain in 
which G-d is seen (Har HaMoriah).

What more can be said of this powerful 
and dramatic moment? The mountain is 

named. He sees. And He is seen. The story 
told Him a lot about Avraham. He saw Avra-
ham not just profess faith, but be faithful.  
And the story tells us a lot about Him. What 
we see in Him is the mystery – why did He 
do this, and how little we know of His ways.  
While at the same time His mercy and His 
faithfulness to us was clear to see. He saved 
Yitzchak and He saved Avraham from a 
treacherous moment.  

Aliya 4. The angel calls to Avra-
ham a second time. He is told 
that G-d swore that if Avraham 

did not withhold his child, that he and his 
children would be blessed, would be a 
blessing and would be a great people.

This too is a Rosh Hashana theme. The 
Creation of the world was an expression 
of Divine desire for a partner in man. The 
choosing of Avraham was a more intimate 
expression of Divine desire for a specific 
partner in man. And the expression of 
blessing to the Jewish people is a further 
expression of our unique covenant. Rosh 
Hashana is not only the majesty of G-d 
but the majesty of man. We are partners 
with the King. He reaches to us, creates us, 
chooses us, instructs us, blesses us. What a 
majestic mandate – the partners, the inti-
mate partner of the King.

Aliya 5. Avraham is told that 
his brother has a full family of 
descendants including Rivka.

The next generation is now ready to pick 
up this great covenant and take its place in 
Jewish history. 
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NEW LISTING! Luxurious 
garden apartment on a 
small lane of  
Old Katamon - 340m 
built on 2 levels, 8 rooms, 
separate unit with separate 
entrance, high ceilings, 
full of charm, very quiet 
and bright, 130m private 
garden, top of the line 
finishes, close to the park- 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

NEW LISTING! Beautiful 
new penthouse in  
Greek Colony- 190m 
with 80m terraces, succah, 
beautiful views,  
5 rooms, elevator, parking, 
renovated at very high 
standard, spacious living 
areas and huge kosher 
kitchen
MAYA – 054-6650184

For Serious clients only! 
In the Orient Hotel 
unique 280m apartment on 
one level with large succah 
terrace, top standard, all 
furnished,  
7 rooms, all facilities of the 
hotel, pool, spa  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Private small building in 
Baka -  Shimshon St. 300m 
with additional building 
rights, huge private garden, 
divided as 3 units so can be 
private house of  
3 separated apartments, 
very attractive price  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26

www.realestatejerusalem.co.il

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!

On the exquisite 
Elcharizi St.,Rechavia 
new project, 280m 
penthouse, 100m 
terraces, finishes and 
layout according 
to buyer requests!  
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. 
Duplex  
new apartment,  
5 bedrooms, 4 ensuite, 
4 terraces, private 
parking, Shabbat 
elevator, all renovated,  
3 exposures, very sunny! 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

In a small lane of 
the German Colony - 
Garden apartment with 
private entrance, 250m 
with private garden, 
parking, high ceilings, in 
an Authentic beautiful 
3 apartment building 
MAYA – 054-6650184

On a small lane of 
Baka, beautiful 190m 
penthouse, 6 rooms, 
30m terrace to greenery 
views, parking,  
Shabbat elevator, small  
MAYA – 054-6650184

Talbieh - on the 
exquisite Balfour St, 
300m apartment on 
one level completely 
renovated at top 
standard, succah 
terrace, parking 
DEBORAH - 054-4804767

OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 
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Children and Grandchildren 

 
Michele Coven Wolgel 
Attorney and Notary  

Specializing in American Immigration and 
Naturalization Law 
for over 30 years 

Early filing critical due to Corona 
delays!!! 

www.wolgelaw.co.il 
www.facebook.com/uscitizenshipinfo 

lawyer@wolgelaw.co.il 
Tel: 02 590 3444 

  
Member, AILA (American Immigration Lawyers 

Association) 
Of Counsel to Bretz & Coven, LLP 
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How Far  
Can You See?

A two-part responsive refrain, taken 
directly from the Torah text, resounds 
repeatedly throughout the Selichot prayers.

Moshe pleads with HaShem…
Selach na, “Forgive please, the iniquity 

of this people according to the greatness of 
Your kindness and as You have borne this 
nation from Egypt until now.”1

And God responds…
Salachti ki’dvarecha, “I have forgiven, 

according to your words.”2

While this interchange seems clearly 
appropriate within the context of Selichot, 
there is a problem. The quoted passage 
emerges from the “wrong occasion.”

As noted in last month’s column, two 
seminal sins, early in Jewish history, give 
rise to the two most powerful fast days on 
the Jewish calendar, Tisha B’Av and Yom 
Kippur. According to the Talmud, Tisha 
B’Av is shaped by the sin of the spies, while 
the sin of the golden calf marks the first 
Yom Kippur. 

And yet, the above quoted refrain, so cen-
tral to the Selichot of the Yamim Noraim, 
emerges from the Torah’s narrative of the 

1  Bamidbar 14:19. 
2  Ibid., 14:20.

sin of the spies, not the sin of the golden 
calf.

Why would our tradition choose a source 
connected to Tisha B’Av as a central piece 
of the Yom Kippur liturgy? Wouldn’t it have 
made more sense to choose a text associ-
ated with the sin of the golden calf? Moshe 
successfully prays for forgiveness on that 
occasion, as well!

Compounding our question is the limited 
nature of forgiveness granted by HaShem 
for the sin of the spies. In contrast to the 
fuller pardon granted after the destruction 
of the golden calf, HaShem’s clemency here 
is partial, at best. While the next generation 
of Israelites will ultimately enter the land of 
Israel, those who participated in the Exo-
dus and the Revelation at Sinai will perish 
in the wilderness.  

Why reference an event with such tragic 
results as we engage in our own repentance 
and prayer? Does the interchange between 
HaShem and Moshe carry a message so 
critical that it warrants a central place in 
the Selichot prayers, despite these obvious 
objections?

The answer may well lie in a striking 
omission in Moshe’s prayers to Hashem in 
the aftermath of the sin of the spies. In con-
trast to his pleas after the sin of the golden 
calf, on this occasion Moshe’s words are 
absent any argument based on the people’s 
merit.

Moshe contends:

B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

MIDEI CHODESH
ROSH HASHANA
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“And Egypt- from whose midst you have 
raised this nation-will hear… 

That You, the Lord, are in the midst of 
this nation; that eye to eye You appeared 
to them; in a pillar of cloud You traverse 
before them by day and in a pillar of fire 
at night…

Yet you killed this people as a single man! 
And all the nations that have heard of 

Your fame will say: ‘Because the Lord lacked 
the ability to bring this nation into the land 
that He had promised to them, He slaugh-
tered them in the wilderness.’”3     

Strikingly, Moshe’s supplications boil 
down to one single argument:

What will the Goyim (non-Jews) say?
Given the personal attention and care 

that you have shown to this fledgling nation 
to this point, how can you possibly destroy 
them now? Such a precipitous act would 
cause surrounding nations to conclude that 
You failed to bring this people into their land, 
because You simply could not do so. Imag-
ine the desecration of Your name that would, 
‘God forbid’ result. 

A singular transformation has apparently 
taken place in Moshe’s attitude towards 
the people by the time the sin of the spies 
takes place. As a result of repeated failures 
on the nation’s part, he feels that he can no 
longer fully argue on their behalf. Moshe 
recognizes that, left to their own devices, 
this generation cannot make the leap from 
slavery to freedom. He therefore offers the 
only argument he can.

How powerfully does HaShem’s two-
word response now emerge-as a direct 
rejoinder to Moshe’s own arguments!

3  Ibid 14:13-16

Salachti kidvarecha, I have forgiven, 
according to your words.”

My forgiveness, Moshe, is shaped by your 
own vision of the people’s potential. Your 
words reflect recognition of their inability 
to change. My forgiveness will reflect that 
reality, as well. 

As far as world opinion is concerned, My 
power will soon be evident to all. The next 
generation of Israelites will successfully 
enter the land in place of their parents.

This generation, however, will perish in 
the wilderness. My vision for them cannot 
exceed your vision for them-or their own 
vision for themselves. 

As you can see, Moshe, I have forgiven 
-according to your words. 

The inclusion of this interchange between 
God and Moshe in the Selichot prayers now 
also becomes clear. The message delivered 
could not be more significant…

Each year, as we approach the holiest 
season of our calendar, God turns to each 
of us and proclaims: Salachti ki’dvarecha, 
“I have forgiven, according to your words.” 
My judgment of you will be based upon your 
own vision of yourself. The higher you reach, 
the greater you view your own potential, 
the greater My capacity for forgiveness, the 
greater the promise for the coming year.”

HaShem “sees for us” only as far as we 
can “see for ourselves”…

Each year, we, together with God, deter-
mine the parameters of God’s forgiveness. 

MASSAGE THERAPIST & FITNESS TRAINER
052.673.3704  I  www.andyhealth.com | jerusalemmyhome@hotmail.com

TUVIA ANDY HAAS

BALANCE BALANCE andand FALL-PREVENTION FALL-PREVENTION
SPECIALIST SPECIALIST forfor OLDER ADULTS  OLDER ADULTS 

 Maintain Healthy Bones and Muscles
 Decrease Stiffness and Joint Pain
 Increase Strength!  Stay Independent!
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In general, when we recall the haftarot 
of Rosh HaShanah, we generally think 
back to the reading from the begin-

ning of Sefer Shmuel, i.e., the haftarah of the 
first day of the Yom Tov. Many are familiar 
with the poignant story of Channah’s pain 
and her pleas to Hashem, Who responded 
to Channah through the miraculous birth of 
Shmuel HaNavi, to his once-barren mother. 
It is a fitting choice for this day, not simply 
because it parallels the stories of the other 
barren matriarchs who, according to tradi-
tion, were remembered on Rosh Hashanah, 
but also because, through Channah’s tefillot, 
we learn how effective prayer can be – cer-
tainly, a primary lesson for Rosh Hashanah. 
But there is a second haftarah, as well – and 
that selection for the next day is not as easily 
understood.

The haftarah we chant on the second day 
is a selection taken from the 31st perek of 
Sefer Yirmiyahu. We have often mentioned 
that Yirmiyahu was burdened with deliver-
ing harsh – even blistering – criticism against 
the sinful Judean nation. It is no wonder that 
the first two haftarot read during the “Three 
Weeks” and the haftarah we read of Tish’a 
B’av itself are all nevuot of Yirmiyahu. It is, 
therefore, rather surprising that his words 
are read on Rosh Hashanah. 

Surprising? Perhaps, but only if we fail to 
read the preceding perek, chapter 30.

In that preceding chapter, the navi pre-
dicts of a time in the future when Israel 

PROBING
THE PROPHETS

BY RABBI NACHMAN (NEIL) WINKLER
Faculty, OU Israel Centerl

would return to her Land. But the prophecy 
that continues into this 31st perek does not 
depict the ideal Geula that we commonly 
read in the comforting words of Yishayahu. 
The reading’s opening words make it clear 
that nevuah focuses upon “Am sridei cha-
rev”, the people that “survived the sword”.  
HaRav Moshe Lichtenstein reminds us 
that the prophet is speaking of those who 
“survived the sword”, the survivors of the 
nightmare of golus. Yirmiyahu is describ-
ing the return of those who suffered war, 
oppression and starvation; of those Jews 
who remained after the tyranny, the subju-
gation and the repression.

And their return to the Land would not be 
the perfect geulah with an idyllic life. Not at 
all. This redemption would be marked by…
relief. It would be a time of calm and safety, 
a time of ease and peace, and, simply, an era 
of return from golus – as Yirmiyahu predicts 
“haloch l’hargi’o Yisrael”, G-d would bring 
you to a place of tranquility. But even more 
remarkable, the navi promises that this 
redemption would NOT be caused due to the 
nation’s feelings of deep remorse, or by an 
era of massive t’shuva, or even by their pure 
acts of neighborly love. This geula, remarks 
Rav Lichtenstein, would be brought by 

 Rabbi Winkler's popular Jewish History lectures can
 be viewed by visiting the OU Israel Video archive:
https://www.ouisrael.org/video-library
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731

ROSH HASHANA
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Shana Tova
 Wishing you 

a  Happy & 
Healthy New Year

Hashem as a result of His unending mer-
cies and deep compassion for the suffering 
of His children. Just listen to the prophet’s 
words [v. 7-8]:

“Behold, I will ….. gather them from the 
uttermost parts of the earth, …. the blind and 
the lame, the woman with child …..a great 
company will return here..  They shall come 
weeping, and I will lead them with prayers; I 
will cause them to walk …… in a straight way 
and they will not stumble; for I am a father 
to Israel, and Ephraim is My first-born

This is precisely the underlying message 
of the beautiful vision of the crying Mother 
Rachel that Yirmiyahu depicts for the peo-
ple. G-d responds to Rachel’s tears over her 
children’s’ pain because they are HIS chil-
dren and, in effect, her tears are His. And 
only then, as Rabbi Lichtenstein goes on to 
state, the people, relieved of their suffering 
and recognizing G-d’s mercies, would now 
turn back to Hashem.

In this geula “scenario” of Yirmiyahu, it is 
not t’shuva that would bring the geula…it is 
the geula that brings t’shuva!!!!  

And how fitting is this message for Rosh 
Hashanah! G-d may offer forgiveness for 
more reasons than repentance alone. 
Hashem weighs the suffering and pain 
of His children and after ghettos and con-
centration camps; He hears the crying and 
the wailing and sees the tears of Rachel 
– so He brings His children back home…. 
even before they complete their process of 
t’shuva!!! 

motti@mrashkelon.com | www.mrashkelon.com
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Sara Sarina Zuckerman thanks 
everyone for their successful tefilot  

for her Refuah Shleima and  
wishes Shana Tova u'briah to us all
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

Rosh 
Hashanah: 
The Sound of 
Geulah 

Geulah has a distinct sound, and it is the 
fulminating crack of a heavenly shofar, 
rumbling at the end of history. One day our 
human shofars, blown on Rosh Hashanah, 
will prompt the large and booming shofar 
which heralds redemption. 

Rosh Hashanah is a day to recall the cre-
ation of our world, when Hashem reigned 
supreme, before Man’s first disobedience. 
We also reminisce about the akeidah, when 
the original covenant with our founding 
fathers was confirmed through super-hu-
man devotion. But, Rosh Hashanah also 
envisions the future, when Hashem’s 
authority will once again be undisputed, 
and His presence evident to all Mankind. 

This radiant Messianic future is encap-
sulated on Rosh Hashanah through three 
redemptive verses recited in the “shofarot” 
section of Musaf.  In general, the “shofarot” 
section comprising ten pesukim, depicts 
past moments of revelation signaled by the 
shofar, such as Har Sinai. 

The final three pesukim of this section 
portray a Messianic redemption which will 

likewise be announced by a shofar. Each 
of these three pesukim captures a different 
“aspect” of geulah, launched by a divine 
shofar sound. The end-of days shofar is, 
in reality, a harmony of three redemptive 
notes. 

Coming Home
The most familiar of the three “geulah 

pesukim” is taken from Yeshaya perek 27, 
and describes the great shofar or the שופר 
 which will summon Jews back to their ,גדול
homeland: ׁשוָֹפר גָּדוֹל, ּוָבאּו ַקע בְּ ּיוֹם ַההּוא ִיתָּ  ְוָהָיה בַּ
ֲחוּו ַלה' תַּ ֶאֶרץ ִמְצָרִים, ְוִהשְׁ ִחים בְּ דָּ ּור, ְוַהנִּ ֶאֶרץ ַאשּׁ  ָהאְֹבִדים בְּ

ָלִים ירּושָׁ ַהר ַהּקֶֹדׁש בִּ  This bellowing shofar will .בְּ
draw Jews from far-off lands such as Ashur 
and Egypt, back to Yerushalayim. However, 
after 2000 years of exile in these far-off 
lands, more than one shofar frequency 
is necessary, since different types of Jews 
require very different sounds. 

About 90 years ago, on Rosh Hashanah 
of 5694/1933, Rav Kook, standing in the 
Hurvah shul in Yerushalayim, enumerated 
three different types of shofars necessary 
to summon all Jews back to Israel. 

A shofar is very different from typical 
mitzvah “articles”, such as lulav or matzo, 
in that different options exist, and some 
types of shofar are more ideal than others. 
Optimally, a shofar should be harvested 
from a ram, but if this is unavailable, any 
animal horn- aside from that of a cow- suf-
fices for a lower grade mitzvah. Even less 
ideal, is a horn from an animal which was 

ROSH HASHANA
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worshipped as an idol. Though there may 
even be a prohibition against blowing this 
pagan horn, the mitzvah of shofar is still 
valid. Namely, there are three halachic 
“classes” of shofar. 

For Rav Kook, metaphorically, these 
three types of shofar, reflect three different 
voices awakening Jewish return to Israel. 
Ideally, Jews are stirred to redemption by 
an inner religious voice of faith and Torah, 
and an unquenchable desire for spiritual 
geulah. 

However, many Jews have lost trace of 
these voices, and instead, are revived by 
an internal voice of national pride and 
historical consciousness. For them an 
intermediate-level shofar awakens iden-
tification with Jewish history and Jewish 
nationhood. They may not hear the ideal 
religious shofar, but they certainly heed 
the shofar of nationhood, and they return 
to Israel. 

Finally, there are Jews who, sadly, are 
deaf to either shofar, and who require 
a different “shofar-summons” to return 
home. What possible shofar can awaken 
them and draw them back to Israel? Unfor-
tunately, only a cruel, shrill, and “foreign” 
shofar can successfully incite their return. 
This jarring and vicious shofar is blown by 
our enemies, and its violent strains force 
Jews, at some point, to flee back home. The 
shofar of antisemitism, the lowest-grade 
shofar, impels Jews who cannot hear the 
first two shofars, to return to Israel. As Rav 
Kook spoke, Hitler was blasting this fiend-
ish shofar and, sadly, many didn’t make it 
home in time.

Judgement day
Zecharya (perek 9) speaks of a second 
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shofar which announces a Messianic 
judgement day. Sinners are punished, and 
nations which have mercilessly persecuted 
the people of G-d are humbled. Hashem 
defeats our enemies, while protecting us 
from their apocalyptic fury and aggression. 
וָֹפ֣ר שּׁ בַּ ְיקִֹוק֙  אדָֹנ֤י  וַֽ ִחּצ֑וֹ  ָר֖ק  ַכבָּ ְוָיָצ֥א  ָרֶא֔ה  יֵֽ ֲעֵליֶה֣ם   וַֽיקָֹוק֙ 
ן ימָֽ ַסֲער֥וֹת תֵּ  Hashem’s arrow shoots .ִיְתָק֔ע ְוָהַלְ֖ך בְּ
through the heavens while His shofar pro-
claims a day of judgement and accounting. 

Hashem is compassionate but He is 
also just. As history ends, and the new 
Messianic era dawns, the wicked must be 
punished and evil must be eradicated from 
the utopian kingdom of Hashem. The doors 
of teshuva always remain open, but those 
who stubbornly refuse to repent for crimes 
against humanity or malicious attacks 
against Hashem’s children must receive 
punishment. 

Each year, all of humanity is judged 
on Rosh Hashanah, as they pass before 
Hashem מרון  .one-by-one as sheep ,כבני 
Each year, the shofar announces a day of 
judgement, but only we are aware of this 
solemn heavenly event. As surrogates for 
those who are oblivious to Rosh Hashanah, 
we annually pray for all of humanity, who 
do not know to pray for themselves. 

One day, though, a heavenly shofar will 

shatter this ignorance and uncover Hash-
em’s veiled presence. Messianic judgement 
day isn’t vengeful or ruthless, it merely con-
firms Hashem as the source of justice and 
truth and launches a world without evil 
and without suffering. One day the other-
worldly shofar will launch a global day of 
reckoning and a final historical accounting. 
Until that day, we pray, with our modest 
shofar, for justice and compassion.   

The Shofar and the Pole
Yeshayahu (perek 18) describes yet a 

third shofar of geulah, one that targets a 
very different audience. Non-Jews from 
faraway exotic lands, “crisscrossed by riv-
ers”, will observe a flagpole hoisted upon a 
mountain and will simultaneously hear the 
blast of a rattling shofar. They will swiftly 
travel from these indistinct regions and 
remote territories to Yerushalayim, to the 
place of Hashem. As they arrive, they will 
deliver gifts to the Mikdash. 

This third shofar of geulah is not a sound 
which awakens Jews, nor one which indicts 
the wicked, but a broadcast which con-
venes all of humanity back to Hashem. 
The overwhelming majority of humanity 
aren’t wicked, and they aren’t incriminated 
through the shofar of judgement. They 
“metaphorically” live in faraway lands, 

Securities offered through Portfolio Resources Group. Inc., member of FINRA, SIPC, MSRB, SIFMA
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far from the historical epicenter of Israel. 
Living on the sidelines, they haven’t yet 
discovered Hashem, but they also haven’t 
committed crimes. When geulah arrives, 
they will quickly voyage to Yerushalayim 
to embrace the “one God” of all reality. 

In chapter 47 of Tehillim, Dovid Hamel-
ech describes the scene (in a section we 
recite seven times prior to shofar-blowing): 
“All the nations will loudly clap and sing to 
Hashem in a voice of song כל העמים תקעו כף 

-After hearing the fulmi .הריעו לאלקים בקול רנה
nating shofar in heaven, they will travel to 
our mountain and blow their own shofars  
to crown the Master of all. 

Most of our world has discovered mono-
theism and conducts dignified lives of 
meaning and kindness. Modern society 
has, by and large, afforded Jews with secu-
rity and acceptance. Most of humanity will 
not be submitted to the ominous shofar 
of judgement day, but will be inspired by 
the majestic shofar of mass assembly in 
Yerushalayim. They will not be eliminated 
by divine judgement, but will be galvanized 
by a world of Messianic clarity. As they 
coronate Hashem, they will also applaud 
us for our patience, our perseverance, and 
for outlasting their persecution. They will 
congratulate us for annually blowing the 
shofar they never heard, but whose plain-
tive sounds caused Hashem to ultimately 
blow His epic shofar. They will finally rec-
ognize that without our simple shofars they 
never would have heard the grand shofar 
of redemption. 
מלך  ישראל  אלקי  ה’   , באפו  נשמה  אשר  כל  ויאמר 
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Holiday of 
Honey

“Dip the apple in the honey, make a bra-
chah loud and clear…” Apples and honey 
is one of the most well known and cher-
ished minhagim that Jews throughout the 
world observe on Rosh Hashanah. Let’s 
try to move beyond the surface to obtain a 
deeper mindset as we practice this custom. 
What is the power of these sweet treats that 
it accompanies our Yom Tov and Shabbos 
tables throughout the High Hol-
iday season?

“Have a happy, sweet new 
year.” The classic answer is 
that honey is sweet and we 
daven for the coming year 
to be one filled with sweet-
ness. Rav Wolbe in Alei Shur 
explains that the honey reminds 
us to keep our behavior on Yom Tov in 
line with such sweetness, to be agreeable 
and delightful. Every moment on Rosh 
Hashana lays the seeds for what will hap-
pen in the upcoming year. It is important 
to spend these forty-eight hours in pleas-
ant interactions, to avoid getting angry or 
upset so we encode kindness, courtesy and 
graciousness into the new year. If we expe-
rience minor (or major) annoyances in our 
homes or shul, instead of responding with 

anger or frustration, honey reminds us to 
smile and forgive. Doing so will set a year 
of goodness, compassion and tolerance.

Rabbi Brazil in Bishvili Nivra Haolam 
focuses on the halachic property of honey. 
If a forbidden substance falls into honey, 
and is absorbed by the honey, it becomes 
permitted to eat. Honey can transform 
that which it incorporates to become part 
of the honey itself. The Chafetz Chayim 
explains that Torah has this quality. Torah 
transforms the negative into something 

good. By eating honey, we symbolically 
display our yearning to be transformed, 

to become full of positivity and goodness; 
our hope throughout the chag is to 

take on a new, more favorable 
persona.

In Machshava L’maaseh, 
Rabbi Noach Weinberg 
focuses on the qualities of 

bees. Usually, something that 
comes from an impure animal is 

also considered impure. How, then, are we 
permitted to eat honey that comes from 
bees? We can answer that the honey is not 
actually part of the bee, rather, it is some-
thing that the bee expels. Similarly, at this 
time of year, we emphasize that although 
we have sinned and behaved improperly 
at times, none of it is intrinsically part of 
us. Any negativity we have engaged in is 
merely an outer layer, an external aspect. 
As we eat apples dipped in honey, we ask 

ROSH HASHANA
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that Hashem not identify our inner selves 
with our sins.

Another idea that Rabbi Weinberg offers 
is based on the pesukim that describe how 
Yechezkel Hanavi is told to eat a scroll, “veo-
chla vatehi befi kedevash lematok – so I ate 
and, in my mouth, it was as sweet as honey” 
(Yechezkel 3:1-3). One fascinating feature of 
honey is that we don’t see it at all through-
out its production, from its beginning stages 
as pollen collected by the bees, to the hive, 
one only sees the honey when it is finally 
extracted. Likewise, so much that happens 
in our lives is elusive and hidden from us. 
So often we only see the results. Yechezekel 
Hanavi ingested the entire scroll, absorbing 
everything, the good and bad. In doing so, 
he tastes its sweetness, affirming that the 
whole picture is Hashem’s design. At times 
we too can look back and see all the steps in 
whatever process we have gone through all 
the way until the outcome. On Rosh Hasha-
nah, when we coronate Hashem as King, 
we recognize the limitations of our under-
standing and perceptions of the workings 
of this world, acknowledging that all that 
Hashem does is just, fitting and perfectly 
constructed. May we merit to experience 
the lessons of honey and the blessing of 
sweetness this year and always. 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

Chayim 590) says that since it is abnormal 
for one to change quickly from one type of 
cry to another, there should be a reasonable 
break (sn) between shv and tr. The Tur says 
that, consistent with this break, we refer to a 
full recitation of all the sets as 30 kolot, and 
not 27, because shv and tr count separately. 

However, many Rishonim say that shv and 
tr should not be separated significantly (na). 
The strongest claim is that since they form a 
single, albeit complex, kol, it should be done 
as one unit (Ramban, Rosh Hashana 34a), i.e., 
without breaks (see Sukka 53b). While there 
is a machloket whether there should be some 
break between the tekia and teruah (ibid.), 
all should agree that there should not be one 
within a set of teruah. On the other hand, one 
can argue that shv tr is purposely not like the 
components of a single teruah unit. 

The Terumat Hadeshen (I:142) sees no way 
to decide between the opinions and makes 
a suggestion that the Shulchan Aruch (OC 
590:4) accepts. During the first set of 30 
kolot, do na, and during the second set, do 
sn (the Terumat Hadeshen believes the 
order does not make a difference), and that 
way one fulfills the basic obligation of sho-
far blowing according to all major opinions 
at some point. The Rama (ad loc.) says that 
the minhag is to do everything as sn. The 
Mishna Berura (590:20) reports minhagim 
going either way in his times and supports 
continuing with them. 

The Beit Yosef (OC 590; see Mishna 

One or Two 
Breaths?

Question: I will be blowing shofar in an 
Ashkenazi minyan. What should I be doing 
about blowing tashrat (tekia-shevarim-ter-
uah-tekia) – with neshima achat (=na 
– shevarim and teruah with “one breath”) 
or shtei neshimot (= sn – a significant break 
between them)?  

Answer: The gemara (Rosh Hashana 34a) 
derives the need for three sets of shofar blasts 
during Rosh Hashana, with a teruah sand-
wiched between tekiot (=tk). The gemara 
identifies two types of crying as candidates 
for teruah, what we call shevarim (=shv) and 
what we call teruah (=tr). Rav Avahu insti-
tuted doing tashrat. The gemara rejects the 
possibility this covers both the opinion of 
shv and that of tr, because the incorrect blast 
creates a disqualifying break in the set. The 
gemara concludes that he did tashrat sets 
in addition to shv ones (=tashat) and tr ones 
(=tarat), because of the possibility that shv 
and tr together in that order are the correct 
teruah. 

Rabbeinu Tam (cited by the Tur, Orach 

ROSH HASHANA

Mazal Tov to  
Herby & Debbie Dan and family  

on the birth of a grandson
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Berura 590:17 and Sha’ar Hatziyun 590:14) 
posits that according to those who say na, 
one does not fulfill the mitzva with sn, but 
according to those who prefer sn, one fulfills 
the mitzva even if he did it as na. The Beit 
Yosef’s assumption has gone a long way in 
turning contemporary practice toward na 
especially when one does only 30 kolot (i.e., 
for those who cannot come to shul). How 
much one prefers na impacts on whether to 
do any sn (most expert ba’alei tokeiah do), to 
do sn in 31-60, or only in the last 30-40 after 
chazarat hashatz. There was once a minhag 
(see Rama, OC 592:1) to do only one set of 
tashrat each of the three times in Shemoneh 
Esrei/chazarat hashatz. This is predicated on 
the possibility that tashrat itself covers the 
possibilities of tashat or tarat. In order to 
give that a chance, it is more logical to have 
a break, because it is harder to claim that 
a connected closely shv tr counts for a shv 
and a tr separately (related to me by Rav M. 
Willig). However, we no longer have that 
minhag.

Even if there is not a long enough break to 
be called sn, there should be at least a small, 
noticeable break between shv and tr (despite 
a Chazon Ish (OC 136:1) to the contrary). 
According to the opinion of sn, it is not clear 
how long a breath we are talking about and 
whether one needs to actually breathe (see 
Dirshu 590:12). Therefore, it is plausible that 
a pause of about half a second could be con-
sidered na and/or sn. A break of a quarter of 

a second is definitely na and of a full second 
is definitely sn. 

In short, if there is no local minhag oth-
erwise, we recommend na for everything 
but kolot #31-60. 
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There is an interesting teach-
ing from the Sefat Emet, Rebbe 
Yehuda Aryeh Leib Alter, zt’l, the 

Gerrer Rebbe zy’a . The Rebbe wrote:
“The essence of Rosh Hashana is 

prayer. There are four mitzvot which 
form our daily routine; the recitation of the 
Shema, the wearing of tefilin, the donning of 
tzitzit, and tefila . It is written in many holy 
works that these four mitzvot correspond to 
the four letter Divine name. Also, the vari-
ous holidays each parallel one of these four 
mitzvot. Pesach is representative of the tefi-
lin which we bind to our arm, recalling the 
“outstretched arm” that redeemed us from 
Egypt; Shavuot is linked to the recitation of 
the Shema, which includes the passage: ‘I 
have instructed you on this day’ (recalling 
the giving of the Torah at Sinai); Sukkot 
recalls the mitzva of tzitzit, as the Sukka, 
much like the tzitzit garment, represents 
being enveloped by Divine protection. The 
days of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
are in essence all about tefila…”

 The Sefat Emet suggests that there are 
four common daily rituals that are each 
symbolically paralleled by the essence and 
nature of one of our four Biblical Holiday 
periods. One might infer that the Rebbe is 
suggesting that the extra spiritual fervor, 
inspiration and joy that are often easier 
for us to experience during each of our fes-
tivals, should somehow inspire us and help 
us to experience its parallel daily ritual, and 

really all of our daily conduct, in a more 
meaningful, and spiritually conscious way.

Given that we are on the eve of Rosh 
Hashana, let us explore further the parallel 
daily mitzva of tefila, which the Sefat Emet 
viewed as the essence of the entire ten day 
period between Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur. Let’s begin to clarify just how much 
transformative potential exists within the 
experience of tefila in its purest form.

HaRav Avraham Yitzchak HaKohein 
Kook, zt’l spoke the following words in a 
public discourse on prayer (As cited in the 
work Mishnat HaRav, pg 72…):

“The difference between an individual who 
prays and one who does not pray, is not that 
one sets aside time each day to pray and 
the second does not set aside time for this 
purpose. Rather, there is a profound funda-
mental difference. The quality of life of each 
of these two is completely different! That 
time set aside for prayer, makes a profound 
impact on the entire day.”

According to Rav Kook zy’a , tefila, is 
much more than taking time out of our day 
to recite some Hebrew words as quickly as 
we possibly can, and tefila is much more 
than an opportunity to make requests, or 
plead our case before Hakodosh Baruch Hu, 
as so many people envision as the prime 
objective of our high holiday prayer, and 
prayer in general. According to Rav Kook, 
the experience of tefila somehow has the 
capacity to transform our entire outlook, 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 
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our entire daily routine, our entire quality 
of life.

Rabbi Yosef Dov HaLevi Soloveitchik 
zt’l wrote that many perceive prayer as a 
conversation, a dialogue with the Divine. 
Rabbi Soloveitchik suggests that tefila is 
much more than a conversation, or a dia-
logue between acquaintances. Tefila, said 
Rabbi Soloveitchik should be experienced 
as though we have come so close to the 
Divine within each of us that we feel the 
collision, of colliding with G-d’s presence. 
Tefila is not a random discussion between 
two distant acquaintances, rather the most 
intimate of conversations between man 
and Hashem.

How are we to understand the words of 
Rav Kook and Rav Soloveitchik within the 
context of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur? 

continued on next page...
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If the goal of tefila is not to petition or make 
any requests, rather to enter into a pure, 
loving, intimate discourse with G-d; and as 
the Sefat Emet suggests the very essence of 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur is tefila, how 
are we to make sense of the many liturgical 
references to forgiveness, mercy, compas-
sion, and judgment? It seems quite clear 
from much of the traditional liturgy, that 
indeed we have gathered to make many, 
many pleas, both personal and communal.

There is a well known verse from Psalm 
118 (verse 5), that is recited as part of the 
 Hallel which we recite on Rosh Chodesh 
(beginning of each month) and Festivals, 
which is also one of the many verses recited 
immediately before the Shofar is sounded 
on Rosh Hashana.

“From the depths I called out to God, with 
Divine relief he answered me…”

Rabbi Klonymus Kalmish Shapira 
Hy’’d, the Rebbe of Piascezna zy’a, in his 
incredibly moving collection of sermons on 
the Torah and Holidays - Aish Kodesh wrote 
the following words regarding this verse:

“For people like us, especially in such terri-
ble, bitter anguish, it is impossible not to cry 
out and pray to G-d, even on Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur, about our pain and suffer-
ing. This in itself is a source of distress, and 
our soul cries out bitterly that even during 
such holy days as these we are reduced to 
praying ‘Give us life! Give us food!’ instead 
of loftier, altruistic prayers for the needs and 
sake of heaven…

…This is the meaning of the verse ‘From 
the depths I called out to Hashem, with 
Divine relief he answered me.’ At present, I 
am calling from the depths of my pain, but 
please Hashem, respond with divine relief, 

so that I am able to pray from comfort and 
plenitude, so that I can pray properly, unself-
ishly, for the sake of expressing our closeness 
to the Ribono Shel Olam.”

The Rebbe, from the depths of the War-
saw Ghetto, where he ministered to so 
many amidst the devastation, is teaching 
us a very profound idea regarding the 
experience of Tefila. Tefila, as it is most 
often experienced by man in our human 
frailty, is often very self centered-either out 
of a sense of obligation, or as an outgrowth 
and response to a personal need or chal-
lenging circumstance. But tefila, prayer in 
its purest form, says the  Rebbe, and echoed 
by the words of Rabbi Soloveitchik, is the 
experience of calling out to Hashem, not 
from the depths of despair and pain, but 
rather from a space of comfort, heightened 
spiritual consciousness and love.

Perhaps, now we can better understand 
the words of the Sefat Emet, “the days 
of Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur are in 
essence all about tefila…”

If , as we discussed earlier, the height-
ened sense of awareness, enthusiasm, and 
joy we feel during each of these sacred days 
is supposed to inspire within us similar fer-
vor and emotions for it’s symbolic parallel 
mitzva, then perhaps the opportunity that 
Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur present us 
with is the ability to move up the ladder, to 
be inspired to leave behind our mundane, 
even commonly self-centered prayer, and 
begin to view tefila, as a regular oppor-
tunity to speak with, feel, and embrace 
Hashem’s presence in our daily lives.

With warmest wishes for a  Shana Tova 
Umetuka- a sweet new year full of joy, good 
health, clarity, and success. 
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Size is 6.35 cm wide and 9.3 high.

Beautiful house near the Waldorf Hotel.
3 bedroom, 3 bathrooms. Sleeps 6/7
Garden with patio for Sukkah. $15,000

Beautiful house near the Waldorf Hotel.
3 bedroom, 3 bathrooms. Sleeps 6/7
Garden with patio for Sukkah. $15,000

Chagim Rental

Marc Friedman, agent:  0505-966-526
Marcdfriedman1962@gmail.com

Marc Friedman, agent:  0505-966-526
Marcdfriedman1962@gmail.com

Beautiful house near the Waldorf Hotel.
3 bedroom, 3 bathrooms. Sleeps 6/7

Garden with patio for Sukkah. 
$10,000/month including gardening 

and alarm service.

Long Term Rental

Marc Friedman, agent:  0505-966-526
Marcdfriedman1962@gmail.com

Marc Friedman, agent:  0505-966-526
Marcdfriedman1962@gmail.com

Jewish Quarter XL 
Duplex apartment - 
35 meters
3 bedroom,  
2 bath, 
new kitchen
5 minutes from 
Hurva square!

Benjie Aziz  
Real Estate

BENJIE 0544-882194 
BENJIE@BEZEQINT.NET

For Sale 

Call for your appointment 
at our clinic.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
Over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Marina Biber D.M.D. 
Specialist in oral rehabilitation

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
Senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
Expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
02-644-9349
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik: 
Are the Gates 
of Teshuva 
Ever Closed?

He was a contemporary of Rabbi Akiva. 
He was the eminent mentor of Rabbi Meir. 
This illustrious talmudic genius, revered 
in the acclaimed study halls in the Land 
of Israel, suddenly became disenchanted 
with Judaism. He rejected his faith. 

His name was Elisha ben Avuya. The 
Talmud is hesitant to use his name. He is 
often referred to simply as, Acher, 
the “other one.” (See Chagiga 14b 
and 15a)

The Sages recount that when 
Acher rejected his religious 
commitments he did so publicly 
and flagrantly. A pivotal moment 
in Acher’s defiance describes him 
riding on a horse on Shabbat, his student 
Rabbi Meir, pleading with him, “even you 
should repent.” Acher responded, “I have 
heard it proclaimed from behind the 
partition ‘Return O’ wayward children’ 
(Jeremiah 3:14), except for Acher.” In other 
words, Acher claimed that he heard a 

heavenly voice which definitively relayed 
the message that the gates of repentance 
are longer open to Acher. An attempt at 
teshuva will not be accepted. It is too late. 
His sins are too egregious.

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik was trou-
bled by this passage in the gemara: How 
could the heavenly voice deprive the once 
scholar and leader the opportunity to do 
teshuva? The Sages state unequivocally 
that there is always hope -  “the gates 
of teshuva are always open.” (Midrash 
Rabbah, V’etchanan 2). Moreover, the 
Rambam codifies this maxim as law: “All 
of the wicked, the sinners, the heretics etc. 
that return and repent - whether openly or 
secretly - are accepted…” (Mishneh Torah, 
Hilchot Teshuva 3:27)

The answer, said Rabbi Soloveitchik 
can be found in one pivotal word 

found in this talmudic text. The 
voice from heaven exclaimed 
that Acher cannot return. That 
assessment was correct; Acher 
is not welcome back. However, 

the personality of Elisha ben 
Avuya can return. In other words, 

the meaning of the name acher represents 
the facet of his personality that did not  
characterize his true self, it was merely 
a facade. The Shechina, God’s presence, 
sought to bring Elisha closer to herself - 
while repulsing Acher. 

How is it that Acher missed hearing the 

ROSH HASHANA
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Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

true intent of the message from Heaven? 
Why did he not hear the loving call of a 
mother inviting her child back home into 
her embrace that was embedded in this 
cry from above? The answer is simple. The 
Rav explained that he came to believe that 
Acher and Elisha ben Avuyah were one in 
the same. He thus could not separate from 
Acher. 

What lesson are we to learn from this 
dramatic episode?

On the most significant level, the per-
sonal one, Rabbi Soloveitchik challenges 
us to connect with our “inner Elisha,” the 
authentic spiritual personality dormant 
and hibernating in the recesses of our 
being, covered by layers of “Acher-like 
pseudo-personality”. The challenge we 
all face is to recognize our strength and 
potential, to fan the dormant embers of 
our “ner Elokim” (candle of God) so that we 
can overcome the debilitating distractions 
that stand in the way of our fullest spiritual 
development.

Rabbi Soloveitchik applied the above 
teaching to accentuate another essential 
lesson: We are never to give up on any 
Jew, no matter how distant, no matter how 
alienated they may be from their spiritual 
home. We must appreciate that each Jew 
is a precious, unique, component of our 
glorious people, possessed of untold poten-
tial spiritual growth and accomplishment. 
This promise can be realized only when we 
reach out to them with love and sensitivity. 

(The above teaching is based on a talk 
that the Rav delivered at a convention of 
Mizrachi in November 1961. See “The Rav 
on Shabbos Yom Kippur and Acher,” Torah-
musings.com) 

After successfully completing the 
financing for the Mekor Chaim project, 

Bemuna proudly presents
"Bemuna ir Hamorriya" project!

Fixed annual returns and low profit tax!

Call our investment expert Moshe Ehrlich at:
072-395-1096, or email us at: Invest@bemuna.co.il

 or visit our website at: www.bemuna.co.il

עירבאמונה
המוריה
A safe alternative for your

investment funds!

Bemuna has won the bid
for the new

Givvat hamatos project!
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often say that we are not on the level to 
focus purely on God for two days straight. 
We have to be real and authentic. A person 
first should think about themselves during 
tefila, but with the end goal of connecting to 

the greater theme of Malchus. 

Elish Eisenberg
12th Grade,  
Neve Daniel

How Is The  
Jewish New Year Different 
From All Other New Year’s 
Celebrations? 

Non-Jewish cultures celebrate new years’ 
with resolutions, eating traditional foods and 
avoiding certain foods and/or activities con-
sidered bad omens. Jewish culture celebrates 
the new year with teshuva, eating traditional 
foods, and avoiding certain foods and/or 
activities that are considered as bad omens. 

At first glance, making resolutions and 
doing Teshuva seem similar, as they both 
focus on self-improvement. However, this 
similarity is only on the surface. Most 
New Year’s Resolutions consist of exer-
cise, eating healthier and losing weight. 
Alternatively, Teshuva consists of asking 
for forgiveness from friends & family and 

Ian Schwartz
Gush Etzion  
Chapter Director
Rosh Hashanah:  

A Day for the King or for the 
People?

Rosh HaShanah is referred to as Yom 
Hadin. The day of judgment where Hashem 
writes who will prosper, who will fail, who 
will live, and who will die. Often our nat-
ural reaction is to daven for ourselves on 
Rosh Hashanah, for our families, our lives, 
and our dreams. Should we be davening 
for ourselves on the day when Hashem is 
deciding our fate for the upcoming year?

 The Zohar tells us something very 
strange. It says that someone who davens 
for their personal needs on Rosh Hasha-
nah is compared to a dog begging for food 
from its master. If Rosh Hashanah is the 
day in which the books of life and death 
are inscribed, why is it inappropriate to 
advocate Hashem for our personal needs?

Rosh Hashanah is not a holiday about us, 
rather it is a coronation crowning Hashem 
as the king of the universe. Our focus is 
meant to be on how HaShem is the king of 
all of existence. As the gemara explains, אמר“ 

 The“הקב’’ה אמרו לפני מלכויות כדי שתמלוכני עליכם” 
holy one blessed be he says proclaim before 
me verses of kingship, so that I should be 
crowned as king upon you”. (RH 16a). Nev-
ertheless, Rav Yeshayahu Hadari z’l would 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL

ROSH HASHANA

Shabbat afternoon shiur by  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres at 4:45pm  

in the back garden of the OU Israel Center
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Hashem, while also trying to live a better 
life. Jewish resolutions are not just about 
the physical body, but focus on spiritual 
connections and relationships with others. 

Eating traditional foods as part of the 
New Year’s celebration is not just a “Jew-
ish thing.” In the southern parts of the US, 
many have a custom to eat black-eyed-peas 
as a sign for good luck. Also, the Chinese 
New Year’s celebration includes a custom 
to eat fish as a sign for abundance. Rosh 
Hashanah seems to feature these foods for 
similar reasons, among other simanim. 
Before consuming each siman, we recite a 
yehi ratzon (יהי רצון), which includes G-d’s 
name, to elevate the physical eating expe-
rience to a higher level and connect to G-d. 
While every culture enjoys the physical 
benefits of the world, Judaism adds a spiri-
tual component. 

While secular and Jewish New Year’s tra-
ditions seem similar, the Jewish approach 
has deeper meaning. Unlike superficial res-
olutions to diet and exercise, doing teshuva 
is not about making empty promises to 
look better on the outside but to turn our 
focus toward our spirituality and our rela-
tionships with other people and Hashem. 
The foods we eat are not just about super-
stitious omens, but elevating our physical 
foods to connect to Hashem. While one can 
appreciate other cultures’ traditions, there’s 
something unique about our Rosh Hashanah 
experience that transcends the physical. 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org

הובלות אייל
בס״ד

www.premiummoving.co.il

Moving Packing StorageMoving Packing Storage

053-7272-815

Your trusted corporation for 
purchasing privately registered 

land in Israel at the lowest prices

Moshe Keinan mk0522867038@gmail.com
03-5774277/052-2867038

בס"ד

Land Inheritance Company Ltd.
חברת ירושת הארץ בע"מ

Starting at $ 40,000 per dunam
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PRI HADASH 
WOMEN'S WRITING WORKSHOP  

AT THE OU ISRAEL CENTER

Resumes October 31st
For more details, call Ruth 02-628-7359  

or Judy 054-569-0410

DOROT -  The OU Women's The OU Women's 
Intergenerational ChoirIntergenerational Choir

Director Hadassah Jacob 052-384-7230
Monday Evenings 7:00 - 9:00pm

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Resumes Oct. 23 Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239

Knitting Club at the OU Israel CenterKnitting Club at the OU Israel Center  
every other Thursday  
1:30-3:00pm RESUMES OCT. 20 
Call 052-734-6354 for details

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• יהונתן בן מחלה
 • שלמה בן אסתר 

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל
 • אברהם מנשה בן חנה ברכה

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל

המסע לארץ ישראלהמסע לארץ ישראל
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SHIUR SPONSORS
Monday, September 19 - Rebbetzin Pearl Borow’s shiur was 

sponsored In memory of Vicky Rimel a”h
דבורה בת יוסף מאניס ע”ה - כ”ו אלול

By her children, grandchildren & greatgrandchildren

Tuesday, September 20 - “Kesher’s” zoom shiur with  
Rabbi Shmuel Herschler is sponsored In memory of 

 Tzvi Hirsh ben Yisrael Zev z’l on his 12th Yahrzeit, 25 Elul,  
my generous uncle; and in memory of my father  

Binyamin ben Yisrael Zev z”l on his 10th yahrzeit, 28 Elul, 
a most wonderful father, husband and person, beloved by all, 

dedicated by his daughters Shelley Hirshberg and Helen Raff Bloch

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored  
for the 2022 academic year  

לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h
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Eiferman Properties Ltd.

02-651-4030 www.eifermanrealty.com

JERUSALEM SALES
RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED RECHAVIA / SHAAREI CHESED 
* Opportunity to purchase apartments with

family/friends together. Contact Us!
* 2 Bedrooms, 76 sqm, succah, elevator 
* Renovated 2 Bdrms on Ben Maimon 

TALBIEH TALBIEH 
3 Bdrms, 105 sqm, 1st oor, shabbat elevator,
NIS 2,590,000 

OLD KATAMON OLD KATAMON 
5 Bdrms, 135 sqm duplex, succah, private elevator 
spacious kitchen, living and dining area,

GERMAN COLONYGERMAN COLONY
Existing building with license to build. 
Currently zoned to build 3 apartments! 

CITY CENTER CITY CENTER 
4 Bdrms, renovated, elevator, balconies, 
Short walk to the Old City. 

BAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLANDBAYIT V'GAN/ HOLYLAND
Spacious Cottage, 235 sqm, 9 rooms, large succah,
view, parking. close to synagogues! 

HAR NOFHAR NOF
* Spacious 3 Bdrm, succah, large storage room.

handicapped access
* 5 room 130 sqm Penthouse, renovated,

large terrace, view 
* Spacious Villas with rental units, view, quiet location!

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?

 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  
52 King George. 

In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  
Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 

full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 

Yoni thanks Hashem for having 
the opportunity of  having Tziporah in his life, 
to learn of  her caring, patience and happiness, 

to overcome her challenges. May Tziporah's 
Neshama be a light onto the world, in a time 
of  darkness, and may her Neshama shine to 

Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with tears in 
his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a crown 
jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.With 

thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni

To help refill the supply -  
send tax deductible donations for  

Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 
to Chabad of  Rechavia -  

Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

Be’er Tziporah a"h -
Bottled Water Gemach

Walking down King George St. in Jerusalem 
and want a cold bottle of  water?
 Come help yourself  to a bottle at  

52 King George. 
In loving memory of  Yoni’s wife  

Tziporah a"h, a true Eishes Chayil, always 
full of  chessed, kindness and laughter, and 
brought life and strength to so 

many people, that she touched!  
She was like Aron, who loved 

peace and pursued peace. 
Yoni thanks Hashem for having 

the opportunity of  having Tziporah in 
his life, to learn of  her caring, patience and 
happiness, to overcome her challenges. May 

Tziporah's Neshama be a light onto the world, 
in a time of  darkness, and may her Neshama 

shine to Gan Eden. Yoni misses Tziporah with 
tears in his eyes, as Hashem gave him a gift, a 
crown jewel, now he returns her to Hashem.

With thanks and Toda. Love, Yoni
To help refill the supply -  

send tax deductible donations for  
Be’er Tziporah a"h Bottled Water Gemach 

to Chabad of  Rechavia -  
Rabbi Yisroel Goldberg email

Rabbi@JerusalemChabad.org
02 800-1717

www.JerusalermChabad.org/DonateShekels

הודו לה' כי טוב In a good area in the Moshava - 2-story garden 
apartment, 200m + 190m garden, in Tabu, 
has great potential, parking, storage, for 

renovation. Asking 8.2 million NIS
In a good area in the Moshava -  

2 apartments (can be connected), 1st floor, 
170m, renovated, Sukkah porch, parking

Palmach - 4 rooms, garden apt. about 100m 
asking 4.95million NIS

Smadar 050-3114040 // 02-642-4329
smadi_bida@walla.co.il
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Rabbi Elyada 
Goldvicht
Founder Semichas 
Chaver and  
Rav of Kehillat Lev 
Ra’anana

The following outline presents a guide to 
the laws and customs of the observance of 
Rosh Hashanah. May Hashem bless this 
upcoming year with health, happiness and 
success for כלל ישראל and the entire world! 
Shana Tova!

Erev-Rosh 
Hashana and Both 
Nights of Rosh 
Hashana

התרת נדרים

There is a custom based on the גמרא נדרים 
נדרים to perform )כג:(  nullification – התרת 
of vows, on Erev-RH in order to enter the 
new year without violating the prohibition 
of transgressing vows 1. Any three men 

1 See שערי תשובה סק”ז based on של”ה )תחילת 

מס’ יומא(

above Bar-Mitzvah are qualified to form a 
Beis-Din and nullify נדרים of others even if 
they are relatives with one another and to 
the one who is nullifying his vows.2 If you 
do not understand the Hebrew it is best to 
recite it in a language that you understand.3 
One can perform התרת נדרים over Zoom as 
long as the three members of the Beis-Din 
are sitting together and they see the per-
son reciting the התרה (i.e. his camera is 
on).4 With regard to women, some say that 
if she is married her husband should be her 
messenger for התרת נדרים and add the words 
“and this is also for my wife”,5 while others 
say that it is best for women to rely on the 
on YK.6 כל נדרי of התרת נדרים

MIKVAH

The Rama writes that there is a custom 
for men to go to the Mikvah on Erev-RH.7 
If there is no safe place to go to the Mikvah 
one can take a shower instead.8 The shower 
should be long enough for 16 liters to be 
poured on one’s head.9

שו”ע סימן יו”ד רכח-ג 2

חיי אדם )כלל קלח-ח( 3

4 Rav Schachter אות ה -#50 פסקי קרונה’
תשובות והנהגות (ח”א-שלח) 5

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-י( 6

תקפא-ד 7

8 Rav Schachter  פסקי קרונה -#50 אות ד’
מתחת יצחק )ח”ד-כא( 9

 THE LAWS OF
ROSH HASHANA

ROSH HASHANA
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הדלקת נרות

Married women (as well as sin-
gle men/women at home)10 light 
candles for RH.11 The ברכה recited 
on both nights is “של נר    להדליק 

 Some women also have the custom .”יו"ט
to recite “שהחיינו” when lighting the can-
dles while others do not and rely on the 
 during kiddush. One can follow ”שהחיינו“
their family custom.12 On the first night 
of RH, one should light the candles before 
 though some have the custom to ,שקיעה
light the candles when returning from shul 
(but only from a preexisting flame).13 On 
the second night of RH, Ashkenazim light 
only after צאת הכוכבים and only from a pre-
existing flame.14 Additionally, the candles 
should not be prepared until after תצא הכוכ־

 but ,שקיעה Some Sephardim light before .בים
only from a preexisting flame.15  On both 
nights, both Ashkenazim and Sephardim 
recite the ברכה before lighting the can-
dles.16 As on the first night, some women 
have the custom to recite a “שהחיינו” on the 
second night, but ideally, they should only 
recite the ברכה if they will be eating a new 
fruit that night or if they are wearing a new 
dress that night. When reciting the “שהחיינו” 
they should have in mind that the ברכה 
should incorporate RH and the new fruit 

שו”ע או”ח סימן רסג-ב 10

11 Ibid. סעיף ה’
שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מד-ד( 12

 שש”כ )מד-ב( 13

שש”כ )מד-ג( 14

חזון עובדיה )עמ’ קפב( 15

משנה ברורה )סימן רסג סקכ”ז( 16

or the new dress.17 (If they have a new fruit, 
they should wait for kiddush before eating 
the fruit). After lighting the candles, one is 
not allowed to blow out the match.18 

GREETING A FRIEND

When greeting a friend on RH 
night and up until חצות 
on the 1st day of RH one 
should say “לשנה טובה תכתב 

 and to a woman ”ותחתם
one says “לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי”. After that 
time, one should only say “חג שמח” or “good 
Yom Tov”.19 Some have the custom to say 
 on the second night ”לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם“
as well.20 

KIDDUSH

The ברכה of “שהחיינו” is recited on both 
nights of RH. On the second night 
of RH, one should wear a new gar-
ment or place new fruits on the 
table before kiddush. When 
reciting the “שהחיינו” one 
should have in mind that it 
goes on both RH and the new 
fruit.21 

סימנים

There is a custom based on the גמרא כריתות 

 to eat specific fruits and vegetables on )ו.(

שמירת שבת כהלכתה )מז-מד( 17

שו”ע סימן תקיד-א  18

רמ”א סימן תקפב-ט ומשנ”ב שם  19

ט”ז )שם סק”ד( 20

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-כ( 21
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RH as a good omen and prayer 
for the upcoming year.22 The 
 are eaten after washing סימנים
one’s hands, reciting המוציא, 
and eating bread.23 The 
העץ  should be ברכת 
recited on a date 
(since it is from 
the המינים  and שבעת 
closest to the word “ארץ” 
in the verse) and if one 
does not have a date then 
it should be recited on 
a pomegranate.24 If one 
does not have either, the 
 should be recited on the ברכת העץ
apple. One should say the “יהי רצון” that per-
tain to each fruit/vegetable with Hashem’s 
name (i.e., “יהי רצון מלפניך אדנ-י א-לוהינו וא-לוהי 

 and ברכת העץ After reciting the 25.(”אבותינו וכו
the ברכת האדמה on the first fruit/vegetable 
that you are eating, you should only recite 
the “יהי רצון” after tasting and swallowing 
the fruit/vegetable in order that there 
is no הפסק between the ברכה and the eat-
ing.26 When reciting the ברכת העץ/אדמה you 
should have in mind that it cover all the 
other fruits and vegetables of the 27.סימנים 
Most have the custom to have סימנים on the 
second night of RH as well.28

שו”ע סימן תקפג 22

הליכות שלמה פ”א סקכ”ד 23

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יז( 24

משנ”ב סימן תקפג סק”ב 25

26 Ibid סק”ד

הליכות שלמה )פ”א-יח(  27

שערי תשובה )תקפג-א(  28

Rosh Hashana Day
SHOFAR

The Torah teaches us 
לכם“ יהיה  תרועה   and ”יום 
the ):לג( השנה  ראש   גמרא 
derives that the “תרועה” 
needs to heard 3 times, with 
a תקיעה before and after it each time. Thus, 
 you only need to hear 9 shofar מדאורייתא
blasts. However, the Gemara is uncertain 
as to the exact sound that the word “תרועה” 
is referring to. It is either referring to what 
we call a תרועה today, what we call a שברים 
today, or what we call a שברים תרועה today. 
Therefore, in order to make sure that we 
are fulfilling our biblical requirement we 
blow a שברים (with a תקיעה before and after 
it) three times, a תרועה (with a תקיעה before 
and after it) three times and a שברים תרועה 
(with a תקיעה before and after it) three 
times.29 All of these blasts together total 30 
sounds (including the sounds of the תקיעות 
before and after each “30 .(“תרועה blasts are 
blown before the Mussaf Amidah and are 
called תקיעות דמיושב. Another 30 are blown 
during the Amidah and are called ־תקי

 some locations blow 30 blasts) עות דמעומד
only during חזרת הש"ץ while some blow an 
additional 30 during the silent Amidah as 
well). There is a custom to blow another 40 
(for those who did not blow 30 during the 
silent Amidah) in order to blow a total of 
100 blasts on RH.30 

The congregation and the Shofar blower 

שו”ע סימן תק”צ )א-ב(  29

רמ”א סימן תקצו ומשנ”ב סק”ב  30
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should remain standing during the recital 
of the ברכה and during the actual Shofar 
blasts.31 The בעל תוקע recites two blessings 
before blowing the Shofar: “לשמוע קול שופר” 
and “שהחיינו”. The בעל תוקע should have in 
mind to be  מוציא the congregation, and they 
should have in mind to be 32.יוצא The gabbay 
should announce that you are not allowed 
to speak until the end of the 33.תקיעות If you 
are walking or sitting at home and hear the 
Shofar blasts from a shul nearby you fulfill 
your obligation if you had in mind to be יוצא 
because the בעל תוקע has in mind to be מוציא 
all that hear.34 

If you are blowing the shofar for another 
and you already fulfilled your obligation, 
the person being יוצא should recite the ־בר

 if he/she can.35 Sephardi women do not כות
recite the 36.ברכה You can blow for some-
one who is in isolation and in a different 
room as long as you are blowing close to 
the room.37 If you are blowing the shofar 
 you should make sure not to blow ביחידות
in the first three hours of the day.38 Ideal-
ly, one who is davening ביחידות should blow 
the shofar before davening Musaf 39 and 
Musaf should not be davened within the 
first 3 hours (of שעות זמניות) from sunrise,40 

שו”ע סימן תקפה-א ומשנ”ב סק”א-ב  31

שו”ע תקפט ח-ט  32

תקצב-ג in הלכה as is the אגרו”מ או”ח ח”ב-לו  33

שו”ע תקפט-ט  34

רמ”א סימן תקפט-ו ומשנ”ב סימן תקפה סק”ה  35

שו”ע תקפט-ו  36

משנ”ב סימן תקפז סק”ז  37

משנ”ב סימן תקצא סקט”ו  38

רמ”א סימן תקצב-ב  39

שו”ע סימן תקצב-ח  40

but no later than 7 hours41 (בדיעבד, Musaf 
can be davened after the 7th hour). One 
who is davening ביחידות should time his 
Amidah to begin at the same time as his 
congregation.42  

תשליך

After Mincha, there is a custom of תשליך, 
where one goes to the river and recites 
verses pertaining to תשובה from מיכה  ספר 

 There are various reasons for this 43.)ז:יט(
custom, including the fact that the מדרש 
teaches that the שטן tried drowning אברהם 
in a river on the way to the עקידה and we 
want to remind ourselves of אבינו  s’אברהם 
determination and devotion44 (and learn 
from it). When the 1st day of RH falls out 
on Shabbos some have the custom to recite 
 on the second day,45 while some still תשליך
say it on the first day (as long as there is an 
 If there is no river nearby, you can 46.(עירוב
recite it on water in a well47 or even on a 
cup of water.48 

 

משנ”ב סימן תקצה-סק”ג  41

משנ”ב סימן תקצא-סקי”ד  42

רמ”א תקפג-ב  43

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  44

45  Ibid.
שערי תשובה סימן תקפג-ו  46

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  47

הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 17(  48
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Greetings exchanged on the first night of RH, after Maariv

to one male:

לשנה טובה תכתב ותחתם לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to one female:

לשנה טובה תכתבי ותחתמי לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
to males or mixed group (and commonly used for female plural too):

לשנה טובה תכתבו ותחתמו לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
"traditional" (but possibly obsolete?) for females (plural)

לשנה טובה תכתבנה ותחתמנה לאלתר לחיים טובים ולשלום
From the first morning of Rosh HaShana through Yom Kippur,

the traditional greeting is day

 גמר חתימה טובה

Candle Lighting for RH הדלקת נרות לראש השנה

On each night of Rosh Hashanah two blessings are recited

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר ֶׁשל יום טוב.

ה יָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזּ ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

ַני ְוֵאת ָאִבי ְוֵאת  ֲעִלי )ְוֵאת ָבּ חֹוֵנן אֹוִתי ְוֵאת ַבּ ְתּ ָפֶניָך ה' ֱאֹלקי ֵואֹלקי ֲאבֹוַתי, ֶשׁ ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְלּ
רֹון טֹוָבה  ִזָכּ ֵרנּו ְבּ ים, ְוִתְזְכּ ים טֹוִבים ַוֲאֻרִכּ ן ָלנּו ּוְלָכל ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַחִיּ ל ְקרֹוַבי, ְוִתֵתּ י( ְוֵאת ָכּ ִאִמּ
ִנים  ָבּ ל  ְלַגֵדּ נּו  ְוַזֵכּ תֹוֵכנּו,  ְבּ ִכיָנֶתָך  ְשׁ ין  ִכּ ְוַתְשׁ ְוַרֲחִמים,  ְיׁשּוָעה  ת  ְפֻקַדּ ִבּ ְוִתְפְקֵדנּו  ּוְבָרָכה, 
ֵבִקים,  ה' ְדּ י ֱאֶמת ֶזַרע קֶֹדׁש, ַבּ ִנים ֲחָכִמים ּוְנבֹוִנים, אֹוֲהֵבי ה', ִיְרֵאי ֱאֹלקים, ַאְנֵשׁ ּוְבִני ָבּ
ַמע  א ְשׁ ּתֹוָרה ּוְבַמֲעִשׂים טֹוִבים, ּוְבָכל ְמֶלאֶכת ֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא. ָאָנּ ּוְמִאיִרים ֵאת ָהעֹוָלם ַבּ
ה ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד  א ִיְכֶבּ לֹּ ְזכּות ָשָׂרה ְוִרְבָקה ְוָרֵחל ְוֵלָאה ִאּמֹוֵתינּו, ְוָהֵאר ֵנֵרנּו ֶשׁ ִחָנִתי, ִבּ ֵאת ְתּ

ָעה, ָאֵמן. ֵשׁ ֶניָך ְוִנָוּ ְוָהֵאר ָפּ
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HAVDALARH NIGHT 2RH NIGHT 1
WITHOUT CANDLE OR BESAMIMLIGHT CANDLES AFTER:

(from a pre-existing flame)

7:07Yerushalayim / Maale Adumim7:075:56
7:08Aza area (Netivot, S’derot, Et al)7:106:15
7:07Beit Shemesh / RBS7:086:15
7:06Gush Etzion 7:086:12
7:08Raanana/ Tel Mond/ Herzliya/ K. Saba 7:096:13
7:07Modi’in / Chashmona’im 7:086:13
7:08Netanya7:096:13
7:08Be’er Sheva7:096:13
7:08Rehovot7:096:13
7:07Petach Tikva 7:095:56
7:07Ginot Shomron7:086:12
7:07Haifa / Zichron7:096:03
7:06Gush Shiloh 7:076:11
7:08Tel Aviv / Giv’at Shmuel 7:096:13
7:06Giv’at Ze’ev 7:086:12
7:06Chevron / Kiryat Arba7:086:12
7:09Ashkelon7:106:14
7:08Yad Binyamin7:096:13
7:05Tzfat / Bik’at HaYarden7:076:05
7:05Golan7:066:10

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS

Zmanim for Rosh Hashana

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125

Reminder to light a 48 hour candle before Rosh Hashanah to 
provide a flame for second night lighting. On the second night 

we light from a pre-existing flame only and the match or helper 
candle should be put down (in a safe place) to go out on its own.
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Kiddush for leil Rosh Hashana
קידוש לליל ראש השנה 

ֶפן. ַסְבִרי ָמָרָנן ְוַרָּבָנן ְוַרּבֹוַתי. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ּבֹוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָגּ

ִמָּכל ָלׁשֹון  ְורֹוְמָמנּו  ִמָּכל ָעם  ָּבנּו  ָּבַחר  ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר  ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' אלקינו 
ְוִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו, ַוִּתֶּתן ָלנּו ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ְּבַאֲהָבה ֶאת יֹום ַהִּזָּכרֹון ַהֶּזה, יֹום ְּתרּוָעה 
ִמְקָרא קֶֹדׁש ֵזֶכר ִליִציַאת ִמְצָרִים, ִּכי ָבנּו ָבַחְרָּת ְואֹוָתנּו ִקַּדְׁשָּת ִמָּכל ָהַעִּמים, ּוְדָבְרָך 

ֱאֶמת ְוַקָּים ָלַעד. ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה', ֶמֶלְך ַעל ָּכל ָהָאֶרץ ְמַקֵּדׁש ִיְׂשָרֵאל ְויֹום ַהִּזָּכרֹון:

Both nights:
ַמן ַהֶזה יָענּו ַלְזּ ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

Kiddush for Rosh Hashana Day
קידוש ליום ראש השנה

)ֵאֶּלה מוֲעֵדי ה' ִמְקָרֵאי קֶדׁש ֲאֶׁשר ִּתְקְראּו אָתם ְּבמוֲעָדם: ַוְיַדֵּבר מֶׁשה ֶאת מוֲעֵדי 
ה' ֶאל ְּבֵני ִישָרֵאל:(

ִמְׁשָּפט  הּוא  ְלִישָרֵאל  חק  ִּכי  ַחֵּגנּו  ְליום  ַּבֶּכֶסה  ׁשוָפר  ַבחֶדׁש  ִּתְקעּו 
ֵלאלֵקי ַיֲעקב:

ַסְבִרי ָמָרָנן ְוַרָּבָנן ְוַרּבוַתי:

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעוָלם ּבוֵרא ְּפִרי ַהָּגֶפן:
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BS″D

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com

Look for us: NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

THINKING OF SELLING
YOUR HOUSE?
We will get the job done!

BS″D

Scan to visit our site
 www.noamhomes.com

Real Estate | Investments | Management services
 www.noamhomes.com | office@noamhomes.com

Look for us:
NOAM HOMES

Noam Homes
Even Sapir 24, Jerusalem

058-793-2222

2020 2021

From your friends at
NOAM HOMES 

Real Estate Professionals
 The TOP 10 Real Estate Office in 

Jerusalem for 2020 & 2021
(MADLAN)

HAPPY
Passover

NACHLAOT

Great Investment 
Property,

devided into 3 units!

Beautiful 5 room 
duplex, built to a 
high standard!

Lot with unique villa 
with Apartment 
Complex and 

private garden! 

Authentic 5.5 
room Home with 
character and 

beauty!

MALCHA NACHALAT ACHIM GERMAN COLONY

Noam Homes

RECENT ACTIVITY IN OUR LISTING

39 Mish'ol HaKramim St., Efrat 
8 rooms | 180 sqm | Garden 100 sqm 

NIS 4,040,000

14 Aba Even St., Jerusalem 
5.5 rooms | 144 sqm | 12 sqm balcony

NIS 4,500,000  

21 Yahalom St., Mitzpe Yericho
5 bedrooms | 3 full bathrooms | 253 sqm

NIS 2,900,000  

45 Mitspe St., Jerusalem 
Private house | 6 rooms  

NIS 4,800,000  

SOLD SOLD

SOLD SOLD
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The Rosh HaShana 'Seder' סדר ראש השנה
Customs for the night of Rosh HaShana vary from community to community and from 
family to family. This page is provided as a set of suggestions for those who do not have a 
fixed custom in their home. Nothing mentioned here is the final word on anything. If you 
are in doubt about anything, check with your Rav.

After KIDDUSH, wash for HaMotzi and eat from the LECHEM MISHNEH. Some use honey 
on the challa rather than salt. Some use salt for the HaMotzi and then take another piece 
of challa with honey. After challa with honey, say:

יהי רצון מלפניך ה אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שתתחדש עלינו שנה טובה 
ומתוקה

It is appropriate to respond to Y’HI RATZON statements of others with AMEIN, as they are 
bracha-like.

Since the fruits and vegetables to be eaten as part of the SEDER LEIL ROSH HASHANA are 
not “normal” components of a meal, they are not covered by the HaMotzi, and need their 
own brachot, which should be said in accordance with the "rules of brachot" - as follows...

Among the fruits of trees, one should say the bracha on the fruit with the highest priority: 
[1] Olive, [2] Date, [3] Grape, [4] Fig, [5] Pomegranate, [6] your favorite among fruits not 
of SHIV’AT HAMINIM, [7] a whole fruit, rather than a piece, [8] larger piece. This list does 
not imply that all these fruits [1]-[5] are part of your Leil Rosh HaShana Minhag; the full 
list of priorities is provided to cover any situation.

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי העץ.
Among vegetables, make the bracha on what you like best. Between HaEitz and HaAdama, 
HaEitz will usually be said first, unless you have a HaAdama that you like better than any 
of the fruits, in which case, HaAdama will precede HaEitz (even over 7-Minim).

ברוך אתה ה אלוקינו מלך העולם, בורא פרי האדמה.
If one or more fruits require a Shehechiyanu, they will be covered by the Shehechiyanu 
of Kiddush, if they are on the table at the time. Otherwise, one additional Shehechiyanu 
should be said (even if there are more than one fruit that “need” it). 

When all brachot are taken care of, many eat a slice of (sweet) apple dipped in honey. The 
Y’HI RATZON above can be repeated for the Apple & Honey.

From this point on, whichever of the items on the next page that you have - to eat
(or even to just be on the table), say the appropriate Y’HI RATZON.



OU ISRAEL CENTER         75

For RUBIYA (black-eyed peas):
יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שירבו זכויותינו

For KARTI (leek):
שייכרתו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה'  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

שונאינו

For SILKA (beets or mangold):
שיסתלקו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה'  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

אויבינו

For DATES:
שייתמו  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה'  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

שונאינו

For KARA (type of squash, pale green):
some say this for carrots - play on words גזר

גזר  שיקרע  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה'  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 
דיננו, ויקראו לפניך זכויותינו

For POMEGRANATE:
שנרבה  אבותינו  ואלוקי  אלוקינו  ה'  מלפניך  רצון  יהי 

זכויותינו כרימון

If one eats FISH on Leil Rosh HaShana, say the following:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנפרה ונרבה 
כדגים ושלא תהא עין הרע שולטת בנו כדגים הללו שאין עין 

הרע שולטת בהם

Some place the HEAD of a ram or fish on the table and say:
יהי רצון מלפניך ה' אלוקינו ואלוקי אבותינו שנהיה לראש 

ולא לזנב

If one eats the meat of a sheep (preferably a ram), he says:
יהי רצון שתזכר לנו אילו של יצחק

This list follows no particular order:



Tashlich
After mincha on the first day of Rosh Hashana, there is a custom of תשליך, where one 
goes to the river and recites verses pertaining to תשובה from )1.ספר מיכה )ז:יט There are 
various reasons for this custom including the fact that the מדרש teaches that the שטן tried 
drowning אברהם in a river on the way to the עקידה and we want to remind ourselves of 
 ,s determination and devotion2 (and learn from it). If there is no river nearby’אברהם אבינו
you can recite it on water in a well3 or even on a cup of water4. 

ַנֲחָלתֹו לֹא ֶהֱחִזיק ָלַעד ַאּפֹו ִּכי ָחֵפץ ֶחֶסד הּוא: ָיׁשּוב  ָעֹון ְועֹוֵבר ַעל ֶּפַׁשע ִלְׁשֵאִרית  ִמי קל ָּכמֹוָך נֹושא 
ְיַרֲחֵמנּו ִיְכּבֹוׁש ֲעֹונֹוֵתינּו ְוַתְׁשִליְך ִּבְמֻצלֹות ָים ָּכל ַחּטֹאָתם: ִּתֵּתן ֱאֶמת ְלַיֲעקֹב ֶחֶסד ְלַאְבָרָהם ֲאֶׁשר ִנְׁשַּבְעָּת 

ַלֲאבֹוֵתינּו ִמיֵמי ֶקֶדם:

ִמן ַהֵּמַצר ָקָראִתי קּה ָעָנִני ַבֶּמְרַחב קה ה' ִלי לֹא ִאיָרא ַמה ַּיֲעשה ִלי ָאָדם ה' ִלי ְּבעֹוְזָרי ַוֲאִני ֶאְרֶאה ְבשְנָאי 
טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות ַּבה' ִמְּבטַֹח ָּבָאָדם טֹוב ַלֲחסֹות ַּבה' ִמְּבטַֹח ִּבְנִדיִבים:

ׁש  ָחָד֑ יר  ִׁש֣ ירּו-֖לֹו  ִׁשֽ ַזְּמרּו-ֽלֹו:  ׂ֗שֹור  ָע֝ ֶבל  ְּבֵנ֥ ְּבִכּ֑נֹור  ַלה'  הֹו֣דּו  ה:  ְתִהָּלֽ ה  ָנאָו֥ ים  ְיָׁשִר֗ ַל֝ ה'  ַּבֽ ִּדיִקים  ַצ֭ ַרְּנ֣נּו 
ה  ָמְלָא֥ ֶסד ה'  ֶח֥ ט  ּוִמְׁשָּפ֑ ה  ְצָדָק֣ ֵהב  אֹ֭ ה:  ֶּבֱאמּוָנֽ הּו  ֲעֵׂש֗ ְוָכל-ַמ֝ ה  ְּדַבר-ְיהָו֑ ר  י-ָיָׁש֥ ִּכֽ ה:  ִּבְתרּוָעֽ ן  ֵּג֗ ַנ֝ יבּו  ֵהיִט֥
ה'  יְר֣אּו ֵמ֭ ן ְּבאָֹצ֣רֹות ְּתהֹוֽמֹות: ִיֽ ם נֵֹת֖ י ַהָּי֑ ֵּנד ֵמ֣ ס ַּכ֭ ם: ּכֵֹנ֣ יו ָּכל-ְצָבָאֽ ֗ ִים ַנֲעׂ֑שּו ּוְב֥רּוַח ִּפ֝ ר ה' ָׁשַמ֣ ֶרץ: ִּבְדַב֣ ָהָאֽ
יא  ִנ֗ ֵה֝ ם  ֲעַצת-ּגֹוִי֑ יר  ֵהִפ֥ ד: ה'  ַּֽיֲעמֹֽ ַוֽ ה  ָּו֗ ֽהּוא-ִצ֝ ִהי  ַוֶּי֑ ר  ָאַמ֣ ֣הּוא  י  ִּכ֤ ל:  ֵתֵבֽ י  ָּכל-יְֹׁשֵב֥ ֗גּורּו  ָי֝ ּנּו  ִמֶּמ֥ ֶרץ  ָּכל-ָהָא֑
ר  ם | ָּבַח֖ ּגֹוי ֲאֶׁשר-ה' ֱאֹל֑קיו ָהָע֓ י ַה֭ ר: ַאְׁשֵר֣ ר ָודֹֽ ּ֗בֹו ְלדֹ֣ ד ַמְחְׁש֥בֹות ִל֝ ם ַּתֲעמֹ֑ ת ה' ְלעֹוָל֣ ים: ֲעַצ֣ ַמְחְׁש֥בֹות ַעִּמֽ
ר  ֶרץ: ַהּיֵֹצ֣ י ָהָאֽ ל ָּכל-יְֹׁשֵב֣ יַח ֶא֖ ְּמכֹון-ִׁשְבּ֥תֹו ִהְׁשִּג֑ ם: ִמֽ י ָהָאָדֽ ת-ָּכל-ְּבֵנ֥ ה ֶאֽ ָא֗ יט ה' ָר֝ ָּׁשַמִים ִהִּב֣ ה ֽלֹו: ִמ֭ ְלַנֲחָל֣
ּסּוס  ַה֭ ֶקר  ֶׁש֣ ַח:  ְּבָרב-ּכֹֽ ל  א-ִיָּנֵצ֥ לֹֽ ּ֗בֹור  ִּג֝ ִיל  ְּבָרב-ָח֑ ע  נֹוָׁש֣ ֶּמֶלְך  ין-ַה֭ ֵאֽ ם:  ֶאל-ָּכל-ַמֲעֵׂשיֶהֽ ין  ֵּמִב֗ ַה֝ ם  ִלָּב֑ ַחד  ַי֣
ם  ם ּ֝וְלַחּיֹוָת֗ ֶות ַנְפָׁש֑ יל ִמָּמ֣ ים ְלַחְסּֽדֹו: ְלַהִּצ֣ ְמַיֲחִל֥ יו ַלֽ ין ה' ֶאל-ְיֵרָא֑ ה ֵע֣ ט: ִהֵּנ֤ א ְיַמֵּלֽ י֗לֹו לֹ֣ ב ֵח֝ ה ּוְברֹ֥ ִלְתׁשּוָע֑
י-ַחְסְּדָ֣ך ה'  ְחנּו: ְיִהֽ ם ָקְדׁ֣שֹו ָבָטֽ י ְבֵׁש֖ נּו ִּכ֤ ח ִלֵּב֑ נּו ֽהּוא: ִּכי-֭בֹו ִיְׂשַמ֣ נּו ּוָמִגֵּנ֣ ה' ֶעְזֵר֖ ה ַלֽ ְפֵׁשנּו ִחְּכָת֣ ב: ַנ֭ ָּבָרָעֽ

ְך: ְלנּו ָלֽ ר ִיַח֥ ֲאֶׁש֗ ינּו ַּכ֝ ָעֵל֑

לֹא ָיֵרעּו ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחיתּו ְּבָכל ַהר ָקְדִׁשי, ִּכי ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ַּכַּמִים ַלָּים ְמַכִּסים:

ה  י-ַיֲעֶל֥ ָה: ִמֽ ָה֗רֹות ְיכֹוְנֶנֽ ּה ְוַעל-ְנ֝ ים ְיָסָד֑ ּה: ִּכי-֖הּוא ַעל-ַיִּמ֣ ְׁשֵבי ָבֽ ל ְויֹ֣ ֵב֗ ּה ֵּת֝ ֶרץ ּוְמלֹוָא֑ ה' ָהָא֣ ֽ ְז֥מֹור ַל֭ ד ִמ֫ ְלָדִו֗
ע  א ִנְׁשַּב֣ י ְולֹ֖ ְוא )נפשו(  ַנְפִׁש֑ א ַלָּׁש֣ ר | לֹא-ָנָׂש֣ ב ֲאֶׁש֤ ָב֥ ִים ּֽוַבר-ֵל֫ י ַכַּפ֗ קּום ִּבְמ֥קֹום ָקְדֽׁשֹו: ְנִק֥ ְבַהר-ה' ּוִמי-ָי֝

רמ”א תקפג-ב  1

משנ”ב תקפג סק”ח  2

כף החיים סימן תקפג סק”ל  3

 הליכות שלמה )פ”א ארחות הלכה הע’ 17( 4
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ָלה:  ב ֶסֽ יָך ַיֲעקֹ֣ י ָפֶנ֖ יו ְמַבְקֵׁש֨ ה ּ֣דֹור )דרשו(  ּדְֹרָׁש֑ ה ֵמֱאֹלקי ִיְׁשֽעֹו: ֶז֭ ת ה' ּ֝וְצָדָק֗ ָרָכה ֵמֵא֣ א ְב֭ ה: ִיָּׂש֣ ְלִמְרָמֽ
֥בֹוד ה' ִעּ֣זּוז ְוִגּ֑בֹור ה' ִּגּ֥בֹור  ֶלְך ַהָּכ֫ י ֶזה֮ ֶמ֤ ֶלְך ַהָּכֽבֹוד: ִמ֥ ָי֗בֹוא ֶמ֣ ם ְו֝ י עֹוָל֑ ִהָּנְׂשאּו ִּפְתֵח֣ ֽ ם ְו֭ אֵׁשיֶכ֗ ים | ָרֽ ְׂש֤אּו ְׁשָעִר֨
֥בֹוד ה' ְצָב֑אֹות  ֶלְך ַהָּכ֫ י ֣הּוא ֶזה֮ ֶמ֤ ֶלְך ַהָּכֽבֹוד: ִמ֤ ָיבֹא ֶמ֣ ם ְו֝ י עֹוָל֑ ם ּ֭וְׂשאּו ִּפְתֵח֣ אֵׁשיֶכ֗ ים | ָרֽ ה: ְׂש֤אּו ְׁשָעִר֨ ִמְלָחָמֽ

ָלה: ֶלְך ַהָּכ֣בֹוד ֶסֽ ֤הּוא ֶמ֖

ֱאֹלקינּו ֵואֹלקי ֲאבֹוֵתינּו ֶמֶלְך ַרֲחָמן ַרֵחם ָעֵלינּו, טֹוב ּוֵמִטיב ִהָּדֵרׁש ָלנּו, ׁשּוָבה ֵאֵלינּו ַּבֲהמֹון ַרֲחֶמיָך ִּבְגַלל 
ָאבֹות ֶׁשָעׂשּו ְרצֹוֶנָך, ְּבֵנה ֵביְתָך ְּכַבְּתִחיָלה ְוכֹוֵנן ֵּבית ִמְקָּדְׁשָך ַעל ְמכֹונֹו, ְוַהְרֵאנּו ְּבִבְנָינֹו ְוַּׂשְּמֵחנּו ְּבִתּקּונֹו, 
ְוָהֵׁשב ְׁשִכיָנְתָך ְלתֹוכֹו, ְוָהֵׁשב ּכֲֹהִנים ַלֲעבֹוָדָתם ּוְלִוִּיים ְלִׁשיָרם ּוְלִזְמָרם, ְוָהֵׁשב ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ִלְנֵויֶהם, ּוָמְלָאה 

ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ְלִיְרָאה ּוְלַאֲהָבה ֶאת ִׁשְמָך ַהָּגדֹול ַהִגּבֹור ְוַהּנֹוָרא ָאֵמן ֵּכן ְיִהי ָרצֹון

ָּכל ְּכִלי יּוַצר ָעַלִיְך לֹא ִיְצָלח, ְוָכל ָלׁשֹון ָּתקּום ִאָּתְך ַלִּמְׁשָּפט ַּתְרִׁשיִעי, זֹאת ַנֲחַלת ַעְבֵדי ה' ְוִצְדָקָתם ֵמִאִּתי 
ְנֻאם ה':

לֹא ָיֵרעּו ְולֹא ַיְׁשִחיתּו ְּבָכל ַהר ָקְדִׁשי, ִּכי ָמְלָאה ָהָאֶרץ ֵּדָעה ֶאת ה' ַּכַּמִים ַלָּים ְמַכִּסים:

ִׁשיר ַהַּמֲעלֹות ִמַּמֲעַמִּקים ְקָראִתיָך ה': ה' ִׁשְמָעה ְּבקֹוִלי ִּתְהֶייָנה ָאְזֶניָך ַקֻּׁשבֹות ְלקֹול ַּתֲחנּוָני: ִאם ֲעֹונֹות 
ִּתְׁשָמר קּה ה' ִמי ַיֲעמֹד: ִּכי ִעְּמָך ַהְּסִליָחה ְלַמַען ִּתָוֵרא: ִקִּויִתי ה' ִקְּוָתה ַנְפִׁשי ְוִלְדָברֹו הֹוָחְלִּתי: ַנְפִׁשי 
ַלה' ִמּׁשְֹמִרים ַלּבֶֹקר ׁשְֹמִרים ַלּבֶֹקר: ַיֵחל ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ֶאל יה' ִּכי ִעם ה' ַהֶחֶסד ְוַהְרֵּבה ִעּמֹו ְפדּות: ְוהּוא ִיְפֶּדה 

ֶאת ִיְּׂשָרֵאל ִמּכֹל ֲעֹונֹוָתיו:

ן ַלּ֣מֹוט  ֶרץ: ַאל-ִיֵּת֣ ִים ָוָאֽ ה ָׁשַמ֥ ֵׂש֗ ם ה' עֹ֝ ְזִרי ֵמִע֣ י: ֶע֭ א ֶעְזִרֽ ִין ָיבֹ֥ ַא֗ ים ֵמ֝ יַני ֶאל-ֶהָהִר֑ א ֵע֭ ֲע֥לֹות ֶאָּׂש֣ ַּמ֫ יר ַלֽ ִׁש֗
ם  ָֽך: יֹוָמ֗ ד ְיִמיֶנֽ ְּלָ֗ך ַעל-ַי֥ ָך ה' ִצ֝ ל: ה' ׁשְֹמֶר֑ ר ִיְׂשָרֵאֽ ן ׁ֝שֹוֵמ֗ א ִייָׁש֑ נּום ְולֹ֣ א-ָי֭ ה לֹֽ ָך: ִהֵּנ֣ ְמֶרֽ ֗נּום ׁשֹֽ ָך ַאל-ָי֝ ַרְגֶל֑
ה  ַעָּת֗ ֽ ָך ֵמ֝ ָך: ה' ִיְׁשָמר-ֵצאְתָ֥ך ּובֹוֶא֑ ר ֶאת-ַנְפֶׁשֽ ְׁשמֹ֗ ע ִי֝ ְיָלה: ה' ִיְׁשָמְרָ֥ך ִמָּכל-ָר֑ ַח ַּבָּלֽ ָּכה ְוָיֵר֥ א-ַיֶּכ֗ ֶמׁש לֹֽ ַהֶּׁש֥

ם: ְוַעד-עֹוָלֽ
Say this pasuk 7 times

ְלעֹוָלם ה' ְּדָבְרָך ִנָּצב ַּבָּׁשַמִים:

ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְּלָפֶניָך ַעל ְיֵדי ֲהָאַרת ִּתיּקּוִנים ַעִּתיָקא ַקִּדיָׁשא ְדַעִּתיִקין ֶׁשֶּבָאִריְך ִדְזֵעיר ִיְכְּבׁשּו 
ַרֲחֶמיָך ֶאת ַּכֲעְסָך, ְוָיּגֹלּו ַרֲחֶמיָך ַעל ִמּדֹוֶתיָך, ְוִתְתַנֵהג ִעָּמנּו ְּבִמַּדת ָהַרֲחִמים, ְוִתֶּתן ָלנּו 
 ַחִּיים ֲארּוִכים ְוטֹוִבים ְּבִעְסֵקי ּתֹוָרֶתָך ְוִקּיּום ִמְצֹוֶתיָך ַלֲעׂשֹות ְרצֹוְנָך, ָאֵמן ְוֵכן ְיִהי ָרצֹון:

Tzom Gedalia  
is observed the day after Rosh Hashana: 

3rd of Tishrei

Tzom Gedalia - begins (Jerusalem) 5:21am, ends 6:58pm
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contact for questions and purchases

Ezra: +972 53-230-8481

Isaac: +972 53-550-4517

ITEM

מהדרין מן המהדרין
מהדרין
כשר לברכה
Extra Aravot

Delivery*

Delivery waived for purchases over ₪500

Free pickup location available in Jerusalem

                   PRICE

                 ₪160

                 ₪125

                 ₪85

                 ₪5

                 ₪25

United Hatzalah of Israel is the largest independent, non-profit, fully

volunteer Emergency Medical Service organization that provides the

fastest and free emergency medical first response throughout Israel.

This year's sale will go toward providing a volunteer medic with an e-

bike, a fast-response vehicle that will allow them to reach the site of

an emergency as fast as possible.

LULAV AND ETROG SALE

to sponsor an e-bike

Purchase the 4 Minim Set and support lifesaving

in Israel through United Hatzalah!

You can choose a set from various hidur options

SCAN THE QR CODE 

FOR ORDERS
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מט״י
ירושלים
מרכז טיפוח יזמות

מעלו״ת מרכז עסקי 
לעולים חדשים 
אגף ליזמות עסקיתותושבים חוזרים

NEW 
IMMIGRANTS?
RETURNING 
RESIDENTS?

Your Idea,
Our Professionalism 
And Experience

02-5315107
tania@mati.org.il

For more information contact us:

Want to establish or expand a business? We 
are here to help!

We offer you the most professional and 
comprehensive toolbox for promoting your 
business, including: consultation, profitability 
testing, workshops, assistance in getting 
funding, writing a business plan, participation 
in conferences, and more. 

Visit for advice from the best mentors and to 
take part in workshops on a variety of topics: 
marketing, finance, digital, sales, high-tech, 
business networking and more. 

Through Maalot Jerusalem, the Business 
Entrepreneurship Division of the Ministry of 
Aliyah and Integration provides you with a 
unique and subsidized package of benefits 
to ensure the success of your business. 

MAALOT Business Center for New 
Immigrants and Returning Residents

The services are intended for new immigrants 
up to 10 years in the country and returning 
residents up to two years, for the purpose 
of establishing a business or expanding an 
existing business and are conditional on the 
approval of eligibility by the Ministry of Aliyah 
and Integration.

New Project 
on Mekor Haim

3 Bdrms- 88 sqm with balcony
4 Bdrms- 170 sqm+13 sqm balcony

PH- 147 sqm + 114 sqm terrace
All include high end specs

Great prices and payment plans
Occupancy: 03/2025

Best Listings in and around Jerusalem

Yitzchak Kowalsky

Cottage in Rimon, Efrat
 
 
 

290 sqm, Private entrance 
Ground level: Kitchen, dining room, living room, 

den + guest bathroom + exit/entrance to a nice front yard
1st level: 3 bedrooms includes en suite + full bath

2nd level: 2 more bedrooms + full bath
Option for separate unit

054-766-0338
Yitzchak@yykrealestate.com
www.yykrealestate.com

Apartment In Baka
 Large 1 bedroom

60 sqm 
90 sqm private garden 

Private parking
Storage (small)

Shabbat elevator
 

FOR RENT: 
Lovely Garden

Apartment in Rechavia
100 SMQ

2 bedroom and 2 bathrooms
Private entrance (only 4 steps)

Private garden
Renovated and fully furnished

Efrat 

Off Market Listing!
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OCTOBER 18, 2022 
BINYANEI HAUMA 
SHAZAR AVE 1 

JERUSALEM, ISRAEL

 

8:30 PM – DOORS OPEN 

9:30 PM – CONCERT

 
GET YOUR TICKETS 
AND LEARN MORE AT

yu.edu/ribo

STARRING

LIVE IN JERUSALEM

FEATURING: AKIVA AND ZUSHA

ISHAY 

RIBO
THE YU 

ISRU CHAG 
CONCERT

PRESENTED BY

EVENT COMMITTEE

Michal & Ovi Jacob 
Amy & Dov Kesselman
Tova & David Kestenbaum
Tamar & Marc Lesnick

Tamar & Jeremy Lustman
Naomi & Bini Maryles
Yona and Efraim Paley
Sara & Ilan Regenbaum

Mimi & Geoff Rochwarger
Chani & Jason Schwartz
Aliza & JJ Sussman
Ora & Mark Watson
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YOUR REAL ESTATE AGENT  
IN JERUSALEM
Purchase/Sell
Debisraelhomes@gmail.com

Whatsapp 0532852345

Sukkot Rental Available 
Large 3 bedroom apartment available 
from Yom Kippur throughout Sukkot!  

(Sleeps 5-6) New Building 
Central Yerushalayim! 1 min to 

Machane Yehuda Shuk! Between 
Yaffo and Agripas Street. 2 Bathrooms, 

Sukkah Porch, Shabbat Elevators! 
Beautiful View! For more info please 

WhatsApp 054-594-6540

Baka close to Emek Refaim -  beautiful  
3 room apartment, ground floor, balcony/ 
sukkah, heating, parking, cellar, quiet,  
full accessibility

2500000 NIS only ELISE 052-6724003
VERY GOOD INVESTMENT!!!! In Bustan Baka 
In a very beautiful boutique building, 
spacious 2 rooms, ground floor (no steps), 
elevator, balcony, parking

2450000 NIS MENDEL 052-8980111
TALBIEH - Building with high ceilings,  
4 spacious rooms (108m) +  
terrace (approx. 30m), elevator, to renovate

MICHAEL 052- 3202488
BAKA – Huge penthouse 160m,  calm & 
bright, 6th floor + shabbat elevator, immense 
terrace + roof, opened view, 3 wc,  
2 bathrooms, storage-rooms, double parking 

MICHAEL 052-3202488
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מקהלת הגברים
רינת ירושלים

The Rinat Jerusalem Men's Choir 

to join the 
RINAT JERUSALEM

MEN'S CHOIR
Musical Director: Jason Rosenblatt

OPEN INVITATION to
SERIOUS SINGERS

Please contact
Joe 058-4566905 
Paul 054-9257011

Program of Performances 2022-3
Weekly practices from 8.00 to 9.30 pm

IL - 00972-54-2074969 

USA +1-9143364362 | UK +44-2037697387

yoel@kaufmanrlty.com | kaufmanrlty.com 

Kaufman Realty 
Was born out of the desire to provide a quality,
worry-free solution to those who have
chosen to invest in Israel but find themselves
outside of the country for long periods.

It’s never too late to file prior years’ tax returns!

02-999-2104 |  09-746-0623 |  03-527-3254
 052-274-9999

Email: alan@ardcpa.com 
www.ardcpa.com

Trusted US/Israeli tax services for over 30 years

בס“ד

Wishing all of our 
clients and friends a 
happy and healthy 

sweet new year!



OU ISRAEL CENTER         85

27 KOREH-HADOROT ST., JERUSALEM 
NEVE.SHALEM @GMAIL.COM | WWW.NEVE-SHALEM.CO.IL

BOUTIQUE RESIDENCE FOR SENIORS
IN THE LUXURIOUS NEIGHBORHOOD OF ARNONA, JERUSALEM

NEVE 
SHALEM IS 
AN ASSISTED 
LIVING 
FACILITY FOR 
RETIREES AND 
SENIORS WITH 
60% ENGLISH 
SPEAKERS!

 Full calendar of activities and entertainment in English and Hebrew!  
 Quality apartments built to high standards with balconies & gardens 
 Professional medical services  
 A dedicated staff providing for all the needs of our senior citizens 24/7 - Just like family!

*3204

SINCE 1995
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

Vayeilech is the shortest Parsha in the 
Torah.  The entire parsha is one chapter of 
just 30 verses.  

1st aliya (Devarim 31:1-3) Moshe 
goes.  And speaks to the entire 
people. I am 120 years old.  I will 

not bring you into the Land; G-d will lead 
you. And Yehoshua will lead you.

Moshe emphasizes that no leader is indis-
pensable.G-d leads. Yehoshua will take his 
place as leader but as a partner to the Divine.  

The parsha is called Vayeilech because of 
the first word. Moshe went. Where did he 
go? The Ibn Ezra said he went to each tribe 
to inform them that he would not be lead-
ing them, that he is about to die and to bless 
them. Moshe’s gracious leave taking is pre-
cious; I have done what I have done.  It is now 
time for Yehoshua to lead the next chapter.  

2nd aliya (31:4-6) G-d will do for 
you as He did with Sichon and 
Og. Be strong and firm, do not be 

afraid or worried; G-d will be with you.  He 
will not let go of you or leave you.

The couplets are instructive. Moshe 
repeats the need to be strong, not to worry 
and that G-d will not abandon you. The dou-
bling of expressions is Moshe’s way of saying 

KI TEITZEII that this won’t be easy. Don’t think that the 
covenant with the Divine makes life a walk 
in the park. While He is with you, you need to 
be active participants in your own fate.

3rd aliya (31:7-9) Moshe called 
Yehoshua, and in front of the 
entire people charged him to be 

strong and of good courage. For G-d will be 
with you; He will not abandon you, so be not 
afraid. And Moshe wrote the Torah and gave 
it to the bearers of the Aron.

Moshe encourages Yehoshua a lot – be 
chazak, strong, and amatz, mighty. Don’t 
be afraid. Although Moshe just said the 
exact same thing to the people, he assures 
Yehoshua of success. Moshe is addressing 
Yehoshua’s fears. For although there is a 
promise to the Jewish people, who knows if 
I, Yehoshua, am deserving to be their leader. 
Maybe I am unworthy. That is the healthy 
humility that every leader should display. 
Who am I to lead this great nation?  

4th aliya (31:10-13) Hakhel: Every 
7 years, during Sukkot, when all 
Israel gathers, read this Torah, so 

all will learn to have awe and observe the 
Torah.

After encouraging Yehoshua, Moshe writes 
down the Torah and we learn the mitzvah of 
Hakhel – public reading of the Torah every 
7 years. And although Hakhel is a meaning-
ful mitzvah, its appearance here is curious. 
Moshe is transitioning. He is taking leave. 
Yehoshua is being invested.  Why stick in the 
mitzvah of Hakhel, of reading and teaching 
the people to fear G-d?  Perhaps, and this is 
conjecture, the mitzvah of Hakhel is not to 
teach the people but to teach the king. The 
king is to read the Torah in front of the peo-
ple. Perhaps this is the Torah’s version of the 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

SHABBAT SHUVA 

VAYEILECH
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A STABLE
 IN-DEMAND
PARNASSAH

 in Eretz Yisrael?

Do You Want

 A year of professional
,development

 a year of good and 
secure parnassah

Become a
 CERTIFIED ENGLISH TEACHER
recognized by the Ministry of

 Education of Israel

A FULL REFUND ON TUITION

three 
semesters

two evenings 
a week

on-campus
and zoom learning

Additional 

10,000 
SHEKEL 

SCHOLARSHIP 
FOR THOSE

 THAT QUALIFY FOR MEN

Tailored to fit 
your academic and 
hashkafic needs

"I am so grateful I was accepted to the program where 
I met wonderful people and excellent teachers who 
worked night and day to make this program possible."  

Yitzchak Gonzalez (49), Ramat Bet Shemesh  

"I acquired the skills to succeed as a teacher in a warm 
environment that developed my abilities to engage, 
motivate and instruct each student on his own level"

Rabbi Ari Deutscher (40), Bet Shemesh

This program starts October 30.10.2022 
Limited Space Is Available!

To apply visit www.englishisrael.co.il
 or call 054.899.6878

7-year itch. Leaders, businesses, institutions 
often move in 7-year cycles. After 7 years, 
take stock. Where are you? Where are you 
going? Are you on track? Moshe is instruct-
ing Yehoshua. You are to lead the people.  To 
be a servant of G-d. Lots will happen as a 
leader that may make you overly confident, 
haughty, maybe fearful, pessimistic.  Every 7 
years, take the Torah and read it; take stock, 
publicly. Reboot in front of all the people. 
When they see that, what a lesson by exam-
ple. They too will reboot to be servants of the 
people and of G-d.

5th aliya (31:14-19) G-d calls 
Moshe and Yehoshua. A cloud 
appears. He says: these people 

will seek idols and abandon my covenant.  I 
will leave them. I will hide my Face from 
them and they will feel I have abandoned 
them. I will surely Hide Myself from them.  
Write this song. Teach them this, so it shall be 
testimony for them.

This aliya turns rough. This is now not 
Moshe speaking, but G-d speaking to Moshe 
and Yehoshua. The Jews will rebel.  And 
Hashem will withdraw, will leave the Jews 
subject to whatever calamities befall them. 
The greatest theological mystery is contained 
in this one verse: “I will hide My Face from 
you.” Chilling. And it is repeated: I will surely 
hide My Face. The greatest theological chal-
lenge, posed in our time by the unfathomable 
tragedy of the Holocaust, must grapple with 
this Divine eclipse – Hiding His Face. When 
and why does He Hide His Face? The Torah 
states it but does not explain it. And while Jew-
ish history is replete with tragedies, seemingly 
moments of this Divine eclipse, at least in our 
time we are warmed by the opposite: we who 
have returned to His land are warmed by the 
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Shining of His Face upon us.
6th aliya (31:20-24) I will bring the 
people to the Land, but they will 
respond to their success with 

rebellion. Let this song be at the ready for 
when this occurs. Moshe wrote the song, 
teaching it to the people. He charged Yehoshua 
again to be strong.

Moshe would again seem to be generous to 
Yehoshua. As if to say, “when things turn ugly, 
don’t take the blame. All you can do is lead. 
Whether the people follow or whether they 
rebel is not of your doing. Be strong.”  Gener-
osity to the next leader, doing all to help them 
succeed is the sign of a leader who leads not 
for his own ego, who would not want the next 
guy to be better than him, but is the sign of a 
leader who leads as a servant of the people, 
only wanting their success.   

7th aliya (31:25-30) Moshe com-
manded the Leviim to place the 
Torah on the side of the Aron, as 

a permanent testimony. For, I know these peo-
ple and they are stubborn and cantankerous. 
Gather all the leaders so I can charge them, for 
I am sure that following my death, there will 
be disloyalty. And Moshe spoke the words of 
the song to the people.

The song Moshe keeps referring to would 
seem to be Ha’azinu, the next parsha. History 
will have its share of surprises. But there will 
be sweeps of history that while tragic and full 
of suffering, need not be theological crises. 
At the dawn of our history, we are already 
expecting the unexpected, facing history with 
a sober sense of success and challenge. 

HAFTORAH 
HOSHEA 14:2-10,  

MICHA 7:18-20
The Shabbat between Rosh Hashanah and 

Yom Kippur is known as Shabbat Shuva or 
“Shabbat of Return (Repentance).” The name is 
a reference to the opening words of the week’s 
haftorah, “ Shuva Israel — Return O Israel.” 

The prophet Hoshea exhorts the Jewish 
people to “Return, O Israel, to the L-rd your 
G-d,” encouraging them to repent sincerely 
and ask for Hashem’s forgiveness. Hoshea 
urges the Jews to put their trust in G-d, not 
in Assyria, powerful horses or idols. At that 
point, Hashem promises to remove His anger 
from Israel, “I will be like dew to Israel, they 
shall blossom like a rose.” The prophet then 
goes on to foretell the return of the exiles 
and the cessation of idol-worship amongst 
the people.

The haftorah concludes with a  brief por-
tion from the Book of Micha, which describes 
Hashem’s kindness in forgiving the sins of 
His people. “He does not maintain His anger 
forever, for He is a lover of kindness. He will 
have mercy on us, He will grasp our iniqui-
ties and cast all our sins into the depths of the 
sea.” Micha concludes with a plea to Hashem 
to remember the pacts He made with the 
Avot, Abraham, Yitzchak and Yaakov. 2 positive mitzvot

MITZVOT

STATS

Vayeilech - 52nd of the 54 sedras; 9th of 11 D’varim 
Written on 72 lines in a Torah (rank: 53) 
3 Parshiyot; 2 open, 1 closed 
30 p’sukim - ranks 54th (11th in D’varim) 
553 words - ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim) 
2123 letters - ranks 53rd (10th in D’varim) 
Shortest sedra in number of p’sukim; longest p’sukim 
in the whole Torah. 
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www.theisraelcalendar.org
Hosting an event? Post your events on the calendar and share your program 
with the expansive Nefesh B'Nefesh community all over Israel.

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh 
Israel Calendar to explore English-
language events taking place all 
over the country! 
The Israel Calendar is an online platform showcasing virtual 

and in-person English-speaking programming throughout 

the country. All events posted on the calendar are designed 

for Olim seeking to connect with like-minded Anglos while 

benefiting from English-oriented events.
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MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space

www.mazopublishers.com
+972-586-770-504

What's Your Genre?

Publish Your Book 
With Chaim Mazo

0586-770-504 / 02-652-3877

בס'ד

Private Home in Binyamin
· 110sqm, 1/2 dunam

Parquet floors,  
Built-in closets, garden - 

lawn and fruit trees
National religious 

community
Price: 1,450,000 NIS

FOR SALE

FOR MORE INFORMATION AND VIEWING

050 579-5790

  Important Announcement!   
Thanks to all who donated to the Chesed Yitzhak & 
Sheindel Rosh Hashanah Appeal.We are pleased 
to announce that the Amutah’s name has been 

changed to YESH EZRA.

From now on, to help the needy please:

• Assign checks to YESH EZRA and send them to “Yesh Ezra,” 
POB 36156, Romema, Jerusalem.

• Enter the Website at www.yeshezra.org  
and follow instructions for $ and NIS contributions.

YESH EZRA is poised to become one of Israel’s key charities assisting 
the needy, caring for children of divorced families, families with 

mentally ill members, and job assistance for the Chareidi community.

Ketiva Vechatima Tova,
Menachem Persoff, on behalf of YESH EZRA.

menpmp@gmail.com 050-570-1067
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Do You  
Hear Voices?

Do you ever hear voices?
I do, especially at this time of year.
It is now the period of time between Rosh 

Hashanah and Yom Kippur. This ten-day 
period is known as the ten days of Teshuvah, 
or repentance. During this time Jews become 
more contemplative, more serious, and more 
given to internal dialogue.

It is a time for each of us to look within, and 
to give special attention to those inner voices 
which call upon us to correct past mistakes, 
to redress past offenses, and to resolve to do 
better in the year to come.

When I say, “I hear voices at this time of 
year,” I am referring, of course, to those inner 
voices.

There is another voice, which can be heard 
at this time of year, although not many of us 
are sufficiently spiritually sensitive to hear it. 
It is the voice of God.

For you see, the Talmud tells us that this ten 
day period is especially propitious for seek-
ing out the divine and for hearing His voice. 
This is a time when God is to be found, when 
he is very near.

Chassidim use the following parable to 
explain this unusual theological phenome-
non. Imagine, the parable goes, a king who 
spends most of his year isolated in his royal 

castle. It would be no wonder that he would 
wish to become more familiar with his peo-
ple, and with what they were all about.

Imagine further, the parable continues, 
that he would decide to disguise himself 
in ordinary clothing and travel about the 
countryside, visiting the common folk and 
becoming acquainted with their lives, their 
problems, and especially what they really 
thought of their king.

And so the king, totally unidentifiable, 
wandered through the countryside and vis-
ited his constituency. The king was now close, 
extraordinarily close, to many of his coun-
trymen. Few, if any, realized however, that 
it was the king who was wandering among 
them, and that he was accessible in a very 
unusual manner.

The Almighty himself now “wanders” 
among us, just as the king of the parable. 
During these ten days, the first ten days of the 
Jewish New Year, we have the opportunity 
to address Him in ways which were totally 
unavailable to us while He was in His royal 
castle, protected by guards and requiring 
appointments, usually impossible to obtain, 
often long in advance of when we needed 
them.

If we are aware of the presence of the 
Almighty in our midst, in this unique way, 
during this time of year, it is no wonder that 
we might just hear His divine voice.

And what would it say? What does the 
inner voice of our conscience say?

SHABBAT SHUVA
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I think that these voices, divine or the 
better part of our human selves, have a 
threefold message; three messages that 
apply to every one of us, Jewish or non-Jew-
ish, religious or otherwise.

The first message that I hear from the 
voice is a protest against my tendency, our 
tendency, to want gratification now. There 
is something within us that can’t wait, that 
wants our pleasures now and our hopes 
realized immediately. But the inner spiritual 
voice, more clearly audible at this time of 
year, says, “Wait”. This spiritual voice stresses 
the need to postpone gratification, to work 
long and hard toward distant objectives, to 
set long-term goals and to work toward them 
ambitiously. This voice transcends the pres-
ent and orients us towards the future with an 
attitude of optimism and hope.

The second message objects to the word 
“me”. It wants to counter the tendency we all 
have to be self-centered, to live a life based 
upon “me first”. This second component of 
our inner voice encourages us to 
be concerned with others. To real-
ize, as the sainted Rabbi Chaim of 
Volozhin writes,  that we are placed 
in this world not to fulfill our selfish 
needs, but to help others achieve 
their needs. The second message of 
the voice wishes to counter the cul-
ture of narcissism within which we 
find ourselves. It emphasizes char-
ity, compassion, and social concern.

And the third message of the 
voice is such a simple one. It says, 
“Be happy”. It recognizes our ten-
dency toward depression, sadness, 
and despair. And it encourages us 
to celebrate life with joy, to cultivate 

that most important of biblical emotions, 
simcha. How succinctly, but how stirringly, 
the spiritual genius Nachman of Braslav put 
it: “It is a great mitzvah to be b’simcha, to be 
happy... always!”

These are the voices that I hear when I 
listen carefully during this time of year. Per-
haps these voices are divine in origin. More 
likely they are simply being expressed by a 
part of me that intuitively knows what is right 
and how I should guide my life in the coming 
year.

But one thing is for certain: These voices are 
not auditory hallucinations. They are not signs 
of madness or insanity. They are signs of clar-
ity and expressions of valuable inner truths.

I am sure, dear reader, that you too can 
hear these voices if you but allow yourselves 
to listen. 

Do listen. Follow the messages of this inner 
voice. And enjoy, each and every one of 
you, a happy and sweet, successful and 
peaceful New Year.   
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Leave your
legacy 

to your family
in Israel

invites you to an important seminar

Topics:
Private Banking in Israel

Structuring across generations - issues & solutions
Asset Protection in Israel and Cross Border Taxation

 
Thursday 19th October 2022 : 17:00 in Jerusalem

 
Participation is by invitation only as places are limited

 
Call 02-992 1519

 to register your interest 
to be invited to this exclusive event
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Erev Yom KippurErev Yom Kippur
S E C T I O N

In this section:

98 Laws of  
Yom Kippur

99 Kaparot 
Erev Yom Kippur

100 Birkat Banim/ Banot 
Erev Yom Kippur

104  Taking Tablets 
to Aid Fasting 

Rabbi Daniel Mann
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Laws of Yom Kippur

Erev Yom Kippur 
• Weekday Mincha includes Vidui which can be found in the Yom Kippur 

Machzor.

• The seudah hamfsekes (pre-fast meal) should be eaten after Mincha.

• It is customary to bless one’s children prior to Yom Kippur. The text can be 
found in the Machzor or here in Torah Tidbits.

• Those who recite Yizkor light a candle before 
Yom Kippur. Even those who don’t recite Yiz-
kor should have a 25-hour candle lit in their 
home so it can be used for Havdalah.

• There is a mitzvah of tosefes Yom Kippur which 
means that one should accept Yom Kippur and 
observe all of the prohibitions of Yom Kippur prior to sun-
down. As such, even those who don’t light candles should accept Yom Kippur 
at candle lighting.

• It is customary to recite Tefillah Zakah (found in the Machzor) as a means 
of accepting Yom Kippur.  

Since most people will not receive the 
Yom Kippur edition of Torah Tidbits until 
the day of Yom Kippur we have included 
erev Yom Kippur material in this edition.
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Kaparot כפרות
Kaparot is a custom that dates back to the time of the Gaonim. Traditionally, one uses a 
chicken - rooster for a male, hen for a female, one of each for a pregnant woman. Through 
the years, there were problems with improper attention paid to the slaughter of the chick-
ens, due to the large demand for slaughter on Erev YK. Since Kaparot chickens were to be 
prepared and given to poor people, there developed - in some communities - the practice 
of using money instead, which is given to TZEDAKA, thereby seeing to the needs of the 
poor and alleviating the abovementioned problems.

KAPAROT is often misunderstood. It is NOT a shortcut to atonement. For real atonement, 
we must approach HaShem with sincere repentance, mitzvot and good deeds, prayer and 
fasting. KAPAROT is a sobering reminder of the frailty of life, an inspiration to T'SHUVA, 
AND a way of involving us in G'MILUT CHASADIM before YK.

Ideally, "do" Kaparot on Erev Yom Kippur in the morning. The text on this page is meant 
for those who use money for tzedaka rather than chickens. Those who use chickens (or 
fish) can find the standard text in a Machzor or Siddur.

Many people use a multiple of CHAI, such as 1.80, 3.60, 5.40... 18.00, etc. Some suggest that 
the amount taken for KAPAROT should at least be the cost of a chicken. The money should 
ideally be given to tzedaka before Yom Kippur. Shuls provide collection plates at Mincha 
on Erev Yom Kippur for that purpose.

Hold the money in your right hand and say the following passage 3 times:

ְך ְוַצְלָמֶות ֲאִסיֵרי ֳעִני ּוַבְרֶזל. ֵבי, חֶֹשׁ ֵני ָאָדם יְֹשׁ ְבּ
ק. ְך ְוַצְלָמֶות ּומֹוְסרֹוֵתיֶהם ְיַנֵתּ יֹוִציֵאם, ֵמחֶֹשׁ

ָעם ּוֵמֲעֹונֵֹתיֶהם, ִיְתַעּנּו. ְשׁ ֶרְך ִפּ ֱאִוִלים, ִמֶדּ
ֲעֵרי ָמֶות. יעּו, ַעד-ַשׁ ִגּ ם ַוַיּ ַתֵעב ַנְפָשׁ ל-אֶֹכל, ְתּ ָכּ

יֵעם. ֻצקֹוֵתיֶהם, יֹוִשׁ ר ָלֶהם ִמְמּ ַצּ ְזֲעקּו ֶאל-ה', ַבּ ַוִיּ
ִחיתֹוָתם. ׁ ט, ִמְשּ ֵאם ִויַמֵלּ ָברֹו, ְוִיְרָפּ ַלח ְדּ ִיְשׁ

יֹודּו ַלה' ַחְסּדֹו ְוִנְפְלאֹוָתיו, ִלְבֵני ָאָדם.
רֹו. יד ְלָאָדם ָיְשׁ י-ָאֶלף: ְלַהִגּ ִאם-ֵיׁש ָעָליו, ַמְלָאְך--ֵמִליץ, ֶאָחד ִמִנּ

ַחת ָמָצאִתי כֶֹפר. ָדֵעהּו ֵמֶרֶדת ָשׁ אֶמר, ְפּ ּנּו--ַויֹּ ַוְיֻחֶנּ

Next, wave your hand with the money in a circles over your head while saying the first 3 
word-pairs below, then finish the statement. Repeat a second and third time.

זה/זאת חליפתי, זה/זאת תמורתי, זה/זאת כפרתי, זה הכסף ילך לצדקה, ואני אלך 
לחיים טובים ארוכים ולשלום
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Birkat Banim/Banot Erev Yom Kippur
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Birkat Banim/Banot Erev Yom Kippur

TT 1342 RH&YK booklet                                                          Blessing (grand)children for YK
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`ḧ¡g ¤z|i ¦̀ ḧ ¤g ¤z i ¦di ¦e ,L §w §W ¤g|K ¥w §W ¤g .zFe §v ¦nE dẍFz §A Li¤pi¥r|K ¦i©pi¥r

 ,Ehi ¦A©i g ©kŸp §lLi ¦R|Ki ¦R ,zFn §kg̈ x ¥A ©c §i L §A ¦l §e|K ¥A ¦l §e,zFni ¥̀  d¤B §d¤i 
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May it be G-d's will to instill in your heart love and reverence for Him, and that the fear
of G-d should be on your face all the days of your life so that you will not sin; and that
your yearnings shall be for Torah and Mitzvot. May your eyes gaze towards truth, your
mouth shall speak wisely, and your heart meditate with awe, may your hands be
occupied with mitzvot, may your legs run to do G-d's will. May He give you righteous
children who will be immersed in Torah and Mitzvot all their lives, and may the source
of your posterity be blessed. May He arrange your livelihood in a permissible way, with
contentment and benefit from His generous Hand, and not through the gifts of others;
a livelihood that will allow you the time to serve G-d. May you be inscribed and sealed

for a good and long life, among all the righteous of Israel - AMEIN.
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Candle lighting Yom Kippur
BEFORE LIGHTING YOM KIPPUR CANDLES... It is customary to light memo-
rial candles for one's departed parents/ close relatives before lighting Yom 
Kippur candles. An additional 24-hr. candle is lit "for the living". This candle 
also provides the "Flame that Rested" (NEIR SHESHAVAT) for Havdala. 

Candles are lit in the "usual" Shabbat candles manner: light them, cover 
your eyes, make the brachot, then open your eyes and "benefit" from the 
light. When a woman lights Yom Kippur candles, she accepts upon herself 
ALL the restrictions of Yom Kippur - both the Fast Day aspect as well as the 
Shabbat-like restrictions. 

If there is a compelling reason to do so, a woman may make a T'NAI (mental/
verbal condition) that she is not yet taking upon herself Yom Kippur with the 
lighting. In such a case, she should NOT say שהחיינו with lighting (she DOES 
say L'HADLIK), but waits until shul to say it with the congregation, after Kol 
Nidrei and before Maariv.

ָּברּוְך ַאָּתה ה' ֱאֹלקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם, ֲאֶׁשר ִקְּדָׁשנּו ְּבִמְצֹוָתיו ְוִצָּונּו ְלַהְדִליק ֵנר 
ֶׁשל יום הכיפורים

ה יָענּו ַלְזַמן ַהֶזּ ָמנּו ְוִהִגּ ֶהֱחָינּו ְוִקְיּ ה ה' ֱאֹלֵקינּו ֶמֶלְך ָהעֹוָלם ֶשׁ רּוְך ַאָתּ ָבּ

A woman who says שהחיינו at candle lighting, does not repeat it in shul. She 
should, of course, answer AMEN when the Chazan and congregation say it.

ַני ְוֵאת ָאִבי ְוֵאת  ֲעִלי )ְוֵאת ָבּ חֹוֵנן אֹוִתי ְוֵאת ַבּ ְתּ ָפֶניָך ה' ֱאֹלקי ֵואֹלקי ֲאבֹוַתי, ֶשׁ ְיִהי ָרצֹון ִמְלּ
רֹון טֹוָבה  ִזָכּ ֵרנּו ְבּ ים, ְוִתְזְכּ ים טֹוִבים ַוֲאֻרִכּ ן ָלנּו ּוְלָכל ִיְשָׂרֵאל ַחִיּ ל ְקרֹוַבי, ְוִתֵתּ י( ְוֵאת ָכּ ִאִמּ
ִנים  ָבּ ל  ְלַגֵדּ נּו  ְוַזֵכּ תֹוֵכנּו,  ְבּ ִכיָנֶתָך  ְשׁ ין  ִכּ ְוַתְשׁ ְוַרֲחִמים,  ְיׁשּוָעה  ת  ְפֻקַדּ ִבּ ְוִתְפְקֵדנּו  ּוְבָרָכה, 
ֵבִקים,  ה' ְדּ י ֱאֶמת ֶזַרע קֶֹדׁש, ַבּ ִנים ֲחָכִמים ּוְנבֹוִנים, אֹוֲהֵבי ה', ִיְרֵאי ֱאֹלקים, ַאְנֵשׁ ּוְבִני ָבּ
ַמע  א ְשׁ ּתֹוָרה ּוְבַמֲעִשׂים טֹוִבים, ּוְבָכל ְמֶלאֶכת ֲעבֹוַדת ַהּבֹוֵרא. ָאָנּ ּוְמִאיִרים ֵאת ָהעֹוָלם ַבּ
ה ְלעֹוָלם ָוֶעד  א ִיְכֶבּ לֹּ ְזכּות ָשָׂרה ְוִרְבָקה ְוָרֵחל ְוֵלָאה ִאּמֹוֵתינּו, ְוָהֵאר ֵנֵרנּו ֶשׁ ִחָנִתי, ִבּ ֵאת ְתּ

ָעה, ָאֵמן. ֵשׁ ֶניָך ְוִנָוּ ְוָהֵאר ָפּ

Since we will not be eating to the light of the candles, one should try to ben-
efit from the candles in some way (without touching them, of course) upon 
returning home from shul. It is also good to have in mind at candle lighting, 
the various lights we leave on (or set to go on) around the house, which are 
part of the mitzva of HADLAKAT NEIROT.
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Real Life Rescues 
An Immigrant Doctor, A Soldier,  
and His Father, Save A Life During  
Friday Night Dinner 

Modi’in - Last Friday night, a woman choked while having dinner with her family in a well-known restaurant 
in Modi’in. Her relatives immediately alerted emergency services and were relieved to see two United Hatzalah 
EMTs arrive at the scene within mere seconds.

Yehuda Neikrug and his son Sagiv had been having their own Friday night dinner together when they received 
the alert on their communications device and were astounded to see the name of the restaurant they were sitting 
in as the location of the emergency. After glancing around, the volunteer EMTs initially thought they had received 
the wrong address as no one seemed to be choking in the restaurant. After making themselves known to the 
staff of the restaurant as United Hatzalah EMTs, they were directed to a separate room on the first floor. They 
quickly made their way to the room after grabbing their medical gear from the car. In the room, Yehuda and Sagiv 
met the woman’s panicked relatives, who rushed them to the entrance of the bathrooms, where they found the 
70-year-old woman, half-conscious and not breathing. Relatives explained she had choked on a piece of chicken.

The pair immediately started performing the Heimlich maneuver but after two unsuccessful applications of 
pressure on the woman’s abdomen, the septuagenarian lost consciousness fully. Yehuda and Sagiv decided to 
initiate CPR. 

Intensive care specialist and United Hatzalah volunteer doctor Dr. Dani Katzman was having Friday night 
dinner at his house with his family when he was alerted to the incident. A religious Jew, he did not hesitate to get 
into his car on Shabbat as the description of the case indicated that it was a life-threatening emergency. Upon 
arriving at the scene, Dr. Katzman was told that the woman’s pulse had been restored thanks to the combined 
efforts of Yehuda, Sagiv, and other first responders, who had performed CPR. A doctor from an ambulance crew 
which was also at the scene was struggling to dislodge the piece of food that was stuck in the woman’s throat. Dr. 
Katzman took a try while the ambulance crew was assigned the task of sedating the patient. Dr. Katzman moved 
the patient out of the small bathroom in order to get better access to her throat and using special forceps, he 
was successful in pulling out three pieces of schnitzel that had been lodged there. He proceeded to intubate the 
woman's throat while the ambulance crew was providing a sedative through an intravenous line. The patient, 
now stable and able to inhale, was then transferred to the ambulance and evacuated to the hospital for further 
treatment. 

Yehuda Neikrug reflected after the incident: “As United Hatzalah volunteers, we never know when we’re 
going to need to respond to a medical emergency and we are always ready for it. This holds true even when we’re 
busy spending quality time with our families. There is actually no greater 
father and son bonding time than responding to emergencies together. 
Sagiv, in addition to volunteering with United Hatzalah, is an EMT in the army 
and it is obvious to all that he is an extremely talented practitioner. Having 
him by my side while responding to an emergency is both moving as a father 
and reassuring as an EMT.”

Dr. Katzman explained what had brought him to volunteer with United 
Hatzalah: “I immigrated to Israel from Skokie, Illinois, in 2019, and for various 
reasons I initially could only work remotely, treating American patients through 
telemedicine. But it was unimaginable for me to move to the country without 
contributing my know-how to Israel’s society and being part of the medical 
community in Israel. As a child growing up in New York, I was part of the local 
Hatzolah organization and I have been involved with emergency medical 
services my whole life. Thus, it was obvious to me that volunteering with United 
Hatzalah was the perfect solution. After I started volunteering it became clear to 
me that there is a great need for faster emergency medical services in Modi’in. I 
am glad that in this case, we were able to save this woman’s life.”

1221
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(718) 677-6886
info@hebronfund.org 

www.hebronfund.org

Wishing you a Happy & Healthy New Year 
from Hebron! 

Your donation supports the HEROES 
living in Hebron and the courageous 
SOLDIERS who keep the city safe.

With a donation to Hebron 
you will receive a copy of the 
new 2022/2023 - 5783  
HEBRON FUND 
16-MONTH ARTISTS 
CALENDAR  
with original artwork from 
three Hebron artists.

* If you are a Hebron Fund donor, and 
you do not receive your calendar by 
Sep. 1st,  please contact our office.

A STRONG 
HEBRON  

IS A STRONGIsrael! Israel! Israel! Israel! 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

here. One cannot violate affliction on Yom 
Kippur by an act done before it (except 
for the short time of tosefet). (One may 
not put shoes on or put his feet in water 
before Yom Kippur and keep them there, 
but that is because keeping them there is 
equivalent to an action.) There cannot be 
a halachic requirement to feel the fasting 
on Yom Kippur. After all the period of inuy 
is more than 24 hours (see Vayikra 23:32), 
and one who eats until soon before Yom 
Kippur will not feel any hunger for many 
hours (see Mishneh Halachot VII:82). Even 
the opinion objecting to this type of special 
preparation, treated seriously by poskim 
(cited in S’dei Chemed, vol. IX, p. 133) does 
not object on halachic grounds. 

The only question is, whether, hash-
kafically, it is proper to try to avoid being 
affected by the fast. There are two main 
approaches as to why the Torah com-
mands us to eat on erev Yom Kippur (Yoma 
81b). 1) We would like to eat on the Day 
of Atonement, but the prohibition makes 
it necessary to instead eat (festively) the 
day before (see Sha’arei Teshuva 4:9). 2) 
Eating before Yom Kippur leads to suc-
cessful fasting on Yom Kippur. Arguably, 
Rashi (Yoma 81b) means that the goal is 
to complete the fast without a medical 
need to break it, in which case one could 
still argue that the Torah wants people to 
suffer from the ongoing fast. The Tur (OC 
604) adds that Hashem wants us to not be 

Taking Tablets 
to Aid Fasting 

Question: Is it permitted/proper to take 
pills before Yom Kippur that improve one’s 
fasting on Yom Kippur?  

Answer: Clearly, while the Torah com-
mands “v’initem et nafshoteichem” (afflict 
yourselves) on Yom Kippur (Vayikra 23:27), 
the command’s operative meaning is to 
refrain from eating and drinking (Yoma 
74b). One fully violates this prohibition 
only by ingesting food through the mouth/
throat (see Achiezer III:61), and therefore 
intravenous feeding is not halachic eat-
ing (see Living the Halachic Process, IV, 
D-3). Still, there might still be a Rabbinic 
prohibition or perhaps even a lower-level 
Torah prohibition to ingest even through 
intravenous on Yom Kippur (see Teshuvot 
V’hanhagot II, 290; Chelkat Yaakov, Orach 
Chayim 216). Teshuvot V’hanagot raises the 
possibility that the positive element of the 
mitzva of inuy precludes any way the body 
ingests food-like nourishment. 

Even so, there is a huge qualitative dif-
ference between nourishment ingested 
on Yom Kippur and taking a pill before 
Yom Kippur, as the timing is everything 

EREV YOM KIPPUR

Refuah Shleima to Esther Fruma 
from your friends at Torah Tidbits
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The Orthodox Union - via its website - fields questions of all types in areas of kashrut, 
Jewish law and values. Some of them are answered by Eretz Hemdah, the Institute for 
Advanced Jewish Studies, Jerusalem, headed by Rav Yosef Carmel and Rav Moshe 
Ehrenreich, founded by HaRav Shaul Yisraeli zt”l, to prepare rabbanim and dayanim to 
serve the National Religious community in Israel and abroad. Ask the Rabbi is a joint 
venture of the OU, Yerushalayim Network, Eretz Hemdah... and OU Israel’s Torah Tidbits. 

“damaged,” which apparently refers to 
suffering on the day (see Bava Kama 91b), 
not to uncommon, long-term damage. The 
Rosh (Yoma 8:22) also sounds like Hashem 
wants us to feel as well as we can on the 
fast that is intended for our benefit for 
atonement. 

One could still claim that some suffering 
is needed to make the atonement (fully) 
effective. However, many explain (see 
Sefer Hachinuch 313) that the atonement 
element of fasting does not relate to suffer-
ing (on Tisha B’av, it probably does) but that 
avoiding physical indulgence places one on 
a higher spiritual plane. 

The persistent could still argue that 
only natural things like the right foods 
are appropriate, but not special things 
that take away the discomfort of fasting. 
Such distinctions need to be proved, and 
indeed Acharonim by and 
large reject the aforemen-
tioned opinion in the S’dei 
Chemed (see survey in 
Yabia Omer IX, OC 54). Fur-
thermore, the question is 
largely moot on a practical 
level. There is apparently 
no magic potion that makes 
one feel as if he is not fast-
ing. Those who benefit feel 
like they are fasting, just 
fasting very well.

In short, there is no 

halachic or hashkafic problem with taking 
one of the remedies offered before Yom Kip-
pur, and it is very appropriate for those who 
suffer significantly on fasts (Yabia Omer 
ibid.) or feel it will enhance their tefillot to 
seek something safe that helps them. Should 
those who fast well also do so? If one is not 
an interventionist, clings to the traditional, 
or avoids unnecessarily ingesting things 
whose full effect is unknown, it is fine to suf-
fice with a wise pre-fast eating regimen. 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 

Hebrew contact ‘Eretz Hemdah 
- Gazit’ Rabbinical Court: 077-
215-8-215 • fax: (02) 537-9626 

beitdin@eretzhemdah.org  

Great opportunity 
Unique penthouse 

apartment. Arnona. 87 
SQM Apt, 70 SQM 

Private roof, 5 SQM 
Balcony. 2 bedrooms, 

1.5 bathrooms, 2 
parking spots, shul in 
building. Panaramic 

views. Lots of potential
Asking 3,475,000 NIS

Long term rental 

Asking 5,300 NIS Yoel Kaufman 
054-2074969

Unique religious building. 
Perfect for retirement 

Floor 2, 2 bedrooms, 1 full 
bathroom, partial Sukah,shul 

in building. option to be 
furnished for 5,800 NIS pm 

Long term rental Rechavia 
Haran Street,unfurnished 64 

sqm, 3 bedrooms,2 
bathrooms, garden,street 

parking, close to restaurants, 
Shuls, close to public 

transport,great for young 
couple/students
Asking 7,000 NIS 
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Eighth-Year 
Etrogim

There are three types of etrogim that will 
be available in the market this year:

Heter mechirah and imports (from 
Italy, Morocco, and Yemen) do not have 
kedushat shevi’it and can 
be purchased and used in a 
regular fashion.

Otzar beit din have 
kedushat shevi’it and spe-
cial guidelines govern their 
purchase and use:

Purchase. It is permis-
sible to purchase the etrog 
in a regular fashion since 
the payment is for the beit 
din’s expenses and not for 
the etrog itself: growing, 
harvest, sorting, packaging, 
and transportation. While 

the price of the etrog is supposed to be 
lower this year than in non-shemitah years, 
practically speaking often the price is the 
same as it is other years. The reason for 
this is that while farmers does not make 
a profit, the beit din compensates them for 
all of their expenses and often the costs of 
growing during shemitah are higher than 
in other years.

It is permissible to sell 
an etrog through hav-
la’ah, that is, to sell the 
lulav (which does not have 
kedushat shevi’it) at a higher 
price to include the cost of 
the etrog and give the etrog 
as a gift.

The price is determined 
by the beit din, which allows 
three levels of prices accord-
ing to quality (Kosher, 
Meduhar, Extra Mehudar).

Kedushah. Although the 
etrog’s primary purpose is 

TORAH VEHA'ARETZ
INSTITUTE BY RABBI MOSHE BLOOM

en.toraland.org.il

OU group visit to an Etrog 
orchard in Kfar Maimon,  

Elul 2019

PREPARING FOR SUKKOT
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for the mitzvah of arba minim and not for 
food, it is important to safeguard its kedu-
shah. Children should not be allowed to 
play with them even after Sukkot. 

After Sukkot. While it is preferable to eat 
the etrog (prepare jam, etc.), it is not man-
datory. It is possible to wait until it dries up 
and can no longer be eaten, and then it can 
be disposed in the garbage.  It is also pos-
sible to double bag the etrog immediately 
after Sukkot and dispose. Those interested 
in preserving the etrog with cloves to use 
as besamim for Havdalah should first wait 
several weeks for the etrog to no longer be 
edible.

Bi’ur. The Gemara (Rosh Hashanah 15a) 
implies that bi’ur applies to etrogim even 
though they grow on the tree all year long. 
This is the practical halachah as well. Bi’ur 
time for etrogim is 1 Iyar 5783 (some hold 
15 Shevat). Since today etrogim are gener-
ally consumed as jam, even one container 
of jam is subject to bi’ur since it can suffice 
for more than three meals. 

To perform bi’ur: Take the etrog (jam or 
fruit) to a public area and declare it own-
erless before three people. After several 
minutes it is possible to claim it. 

Within one year,
you can be working in

English
speaker?

Limited places available

Professional Full Stack Training

info@cr21.co. i l
077.801.3016

THE HI-TECH
INDUSTRY!

REGISTER
NOW!

Training takes
place in
Jerusalem
/ Beit Shemesh

Hybrid curriculum

Placement guaranteed

Inverse degree program

Call +972507874049; 
email charless@ekmd.huji.ac.il

SpaciouS 
cottage

Quiet walkway  
off the street,  
246 meters,  

3 floors, 12 rooms,  
6 bedrooms,  
4 bathrooms,  

2 gardens,  
parking spot, roof.

Price NIS 8.5 million 
No agents

GIvat OraNIm
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CYPRUS: JEWISH 
HERITAGE TOUR

23-30 OCTOBER 2022

FORESTED MOUNTAINS • HILLSIDE VINEYARDS • 
QUAINT VILLAGES • PRISTINE BEACHES • GREEK 

AND TURKISH CULTURES • AND A RICH  
JEWISH HERITAGE, FROM ROMAN AND VENETIAN 

TIMES TO BRITISH MA'APILIM CAMPS

PRICE:: FROM 1780€

For full details: 054-4773453 isrcyp1@gmail.com

EXPERTY GUIDED BY YOCHAI COPPENHAGEN

8 DAYS OF KOSHER TOURING AND RELAXATION!
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שנה
טובה

LIVE IN ISRAEL, STUDY IN ENGLISH

THE RAPHAEL RECANATI INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL
WISHES OUR 2,500 STUDENTS FROM 90 COUNTRIES 

AND THEIR FAMILIES

Feliz año nuevo  Bonne année  Gelukkig nieuwjaar  Gott nytt år
Glückliches neues Jahr  新年快乐   Buon anno   Feliz Ano Novo   שנה טובה 
Gelukkige Nuwe Jaar       Ευτυχισμένο το νέο έτος  С Новым Годом
جيدة Šťastný nový rok  Feliz año nuevo  Bonne année   سنة 
Gelukkig nieuwjaar   明けましておめでとうございます   Gott nytt år
С Новым Годом Glückliches neues Jahr   Buon anno   Feliz Ano Novo

A HAPPY AND PEACEFUL
NEW YEAR


