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V’af al pi sheyitmahme’ah – im kol 
zeh achakeh lo b’chol yom sheyavo”

This week’s haftarah, the sixth 
of the seven haftarot of nechama, is the 
60th perek of Sefer Yishayahu, a chapter 
that, from start to finish, is one of comfort 
and consolation. The selection opens with 
the cry “Kumi Ori!! - calling upon Israel to 
“Arise and Shine”, as Hashem, the source of 
eternal light, will illuminate them despite 
the darkness that surrounds them.  The navi 
envisions a time when the gentile nations, 
inspired by Hashem’s light, will turn to 
G-d bringing sacrifices and wealth to serve 
Hashem and His nation. Together with that, 
Yishayahu promises a return of Israel from 
the Diaspora, with bountiful exiles filling 
the streets and bringing their riches and 
good fortune with them.  No longer would 
Yerushalayim be forsaken and despised, 
says Yishayahu, instead she will be a pride 
and joy for all future generations. The glori-
ous prophecy closes with the vision of Zion, 
blessed now with the secure of protection of 
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the One above, Who will provide you with 
His eternal light and glory.  

Comforting words, indeed.
But I find most interesting the very last 

words spoken by the navi: “Ani Hashem 
b’itah achishenah,” - “I am Hashem; in its 
time, I shall hasten it!”   This statement has 
given rise to a number of rabbinic inter-
pretations, the most well-known of them is 
found in the Talmud [Sanhedrin 98a], that 
G-d will hasten the geulah (“achishena”) – 
but, even if Israel is not deserving of that, 
the redemption will still come “in its time” 
(‘b’itah”). I find a more meaningful mes-
sage to be found in these words – a message 
that we have experiences during this past 
century. The navi is promising that “b’itah” 
– when the time finally comes, “achishena” 
– G-d promises that He will have the events 
bringing the redemption come very quickly, 
over only a relatively short period of time.

A truth about which we can testify.
Rav Yehuda Shavit, z”l, comments that 

the magnificent prophecies and promises 
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A unique hospitality experience in the religious community of Har Shmuel between the vineyards of the 
Judean mountains in a pastoral biblical landscape. A short distance from Jerusalem.
Upgraded and fully equipped villa:
●  8 spacious bedrooms (2 bedrooms can be added for extended family)
●  Suitable for hosting families and groups of up to 26 people.
●  Air conditioning, heating, spacious kitchen, garden, swimming pool, barbecue area, sauna and more ...
●  All these create a warm atmosphere all while being luxurious and elegant. A selection of synagogues nearby.

 in the mountains of JerusalemUpscale holiday villa
A vacation in Israel in a dreamlike atmosphere

Avraham- 050-2604621 Book your vacation now!
Enter and view the spectacular panoramic photo: https://www.datipage.co.il/biz/18114
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that fill this haftarah could be best summa-
rized as a fulfillment of the words we read 
in this week’s parasha [D’varim 26: 18-19]: 
“Hashem has distinguished you today to be 
His treasured people…..and to make you 
supreme above other nations…for praise, 
renown and splendor, and to be a holy peo-
ple to Hashem…” 

And the final words of Yishayahu speak 
loudly to us as well.

How remarkable to stand today and serve 
as witnesses to the truth of these words – 
both those from the Torah and those from 
the navi.  We have seen the miracle of return 
to - and survival in - our land, in face of cruel 
enemies.  Some may believe that we are not 
deserving of redemption today.  But the 
words of the prophet say differently.  

Truly, Hashem’s light shines upon us!
But what still remains, is for us to become 

a holy nation that G-d desired for us – and 
from us. A nation of success and pride but 
also one of justice and kindness.

The words of the navi in today’s haftarah 
gave much comfort to our people of the past 
generations and great encouragement for us 
today.

And the words of the Torah set forth the 
challenge that we face to truly earn the title 
of a “treasured nation.” 
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In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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