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only mean happiness. It could mean happi-
ness, but first and foremost I would define 
it as content. Not everything in Israel is 
easy or makes one happy. Not everything 
tastes as good as where one used to live or 
runs as smoothly as things used to. Coming 
to the Land of Israel is a sacrifice and won’t 
always make one happy. But knowing that 
you’re in the right place, where you belong, 
with your people and being content with 
that knowledge can trump any level of 
happiness. It gives one the ability to smile 
when they are sad and laugh when they 
are happy. We should be content and con-
fident in knowing that as hard as it may be 
and with all its challenges, we are living the 
word of Hashem. Shabbat Shalom! 

Ometz Shmidman 
10th Grade,  
Alon Shvut 
Few But Many 

There is a 7.95 billion worldwide popula-
tion and only 0.2% of them are Jews. How did 
we get ourselves into that situation?!!?!?!

Well, to grow a nation takes time, but 
slowly-slowly we are growing. Proof of 
that is that one hundred years ago we 
were a lot fewer. In Parshat Ki Tavo It says 
כוְֹכֵב֥י כְּ ֱהִייֶת֔ם  ֣ר  ֲאשֶׁ ַ֚חת  תַּ ְמָע֔ט  ְמֵת֣י  בִּ ם֙  ַאְרתֶּ “ְוִנשְׁ   

)כח, סב( ֱאלֹקיָך"  ה'  ק֖וֹל  בְּ ַמְ֔עתָּ  י־לֹ֣א שָׁ כִּ ָלרֹ֑ב  ַמִ֖ים     – ַהשָּׁ
Essentially saying that if we don’t serve 
Hashem Besimcha then there will just be a 
few Jews instead of as many as the stars. In 

Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg 
Co-Regional Director, 
NCSY Israel 
Simcha Le’Artzecha 

Parshat Ki Tavo opens with 
the words ״והיה כי תבוא אל הארץ...״ “And it will 
be when you enter the Land (of Israel).”  
Many commentaries discuss why we need 
the extra word vehaya, “and it will be.” 
In my love for Israel, the Ohr Hachayim 
Hakadosh spoke to me. He says that 
‘Vehaya’ is a lashon of Simcha and there is 
no greater Simcha than that of the mitzvah 
of dwelling in the Land of Israel. 

The Rambam tells us that in order for 
a Mitzvah to be done properly a mitzvah 
needs the proper Kavanah, and in order 
to have the proper Kavanah the mitzvah 
needs to be done with Simcha. The ques-
tion then begs to be asked, how about the 
mitzvot where you are commanded to be 
sad like that of mourning? How are you 
supposed to have Simcha? 

I’d like to suggest that Simcha does not 
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Hoshea (ב, א) It says והיה מספר בני ישראל ככל הים“ 

 saying that there is going – אשר לא יימד ולא יספר”
to be so many Jews that there will be too 
many to count. Something to notice is ”והיה“ 
while the word seems like it’s talking about 
the present it is talking about the future 
(Hebrew, what do you know?). We see here 
that even though G-D threatens our nation’s 
extinction, there is a prophecy that says that 
there will be too many of us to count.  

To resolve this, I will bring up the famous 
saying that negative prophecies can be 
canceled but positive ones will happen no 
matter what. 

This is an example of ”מקדים תרופה למכה“ – 
G-D first brings the cure before the plague 
- and we might see that a lot in our day-
to-day life. I can say that personally there 
are so many times that something doesn’t 
go according to plan and yet everything 
works out in the end. The most important 
thing is to remain calm and work on plan 
B :). 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Flying with Peace of Mind
with PassportCard Travel Insurance

No matter what

Norman Zysblat invites you to enjoy
personal and professional service.

• Personal agent service for policy implementation and at the time of any event
• Accompanying and assisting clients throughout the medical underwriting process
• Coverage for medical expenses using travel insurance abroad and Covid-19 rider

• A unique insurance card that pays for medical expenses abroad
• No deductible

For more details:

Tel: 02-6219684 | Cell: 054-4258671 | E-mail: normanz@shaham-orlan.co.il

Through PassportCard Israel General Insurance Agency (2014) Ltd. The insuring company - 
David Shield Insurance Company Ltd. Subject to policy terms and conditions, exclusions and 
restrictions, and medical underwriting. No deductibles for medical services abroad using the 
card, and subject to card use limitations, withdrawal fees and specific limitations of various ATMs. 


