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Hakem Takim 
Imo –  
Doing Our Part
 ֖ ְמתָּ ֶ֔רְך ְוִהְתַעלַּ דֶּ א־ִתְרֶאה֩ ֶאת־ֲחמ֨וֹר ָאִח֜יָך א֤וֹ ׁשוֹרוֹ֙ ֽנְֹפִל֣ים בַּ לֹֽ

וֹ  ִק֖ים ִעמּֽ ֵמֶה֑ם ָהֵק֥ם תָּ

You shall not see your brother’s donkey or 
his ox fallen [under its load] on the road, and 
ignore them. [Rather,] you shall pick up [the 
load] with him. (Devarim 22:4). 

The mitzva referred to above requires 
an individual to assist another when his 
donkey or ox falls due to carrying a heavy 
load. One is prohibited from ignoring the 
situation only if the owner involves himself 
with reloading the donkey or ox as is stated 
“hakem takim imo” (see Rashi on this pasuk). 
It is to be done together. The owner cannot 
sit idly by and demand of others to engage in 
this difficult task. He himself must partake 
and only then are others obligated to assist.  

Based on this principle and al derech 
drush, Rav Moshe Soloveitchik (cited by 
the Esh Tamid) offers a new way of under-
standing a pasuk that we recite from Rosh 
Chodesh Elul through the end of Succot.  
In the mizmor – L’david Hashem Ori we 
recite the following pasuk: אחת שאלתי מאת 

 One thing I ask of God that I – ה אותה אבקש
seek….(Tehillim 27:4). This language seems 
superfluous. Why do we need to refer to 

a question (sha’alti) and then state that is 
what I request or seek (avakesh). It would 
suffice to simply state “One thing I ask of 
God”(achat shalati me’et Hashem) and end 
the sentence there!  

Rav Moshe Soloveitchik explains that 
Hashem follows the principle of “hakem 
takim imo”. If we want God to fulfill a request, 
we have to do the utmost we can in order to 
seek to achieve the result. That is why the 
sentence ends with “ota avakesh”.  I will do 
all in my power to seek the result and I beg 
Hakadosh Baruch Hu to do His part as well. 

A similar idea is expressed by Rav Asher 
Weiss in another context.  In connection 
with Yetziat Mitzrayim the Torah uses the 
phrase “I have lifted you upon the wings of 
eagles and brought you to Me (Shemot 19:4).  
Rashi explains that an eagle (some define 
nesher as a griffon vulture), carrying its chil-
dren is compared to Hashem carrying Bnei 
Yisrael out of Egypt for the following reason. 
Most birds hold their young in their claws to 
protect them from the predatory birds that 
fly above them. Since the eagle flies higher 
than all other birds, it fears only the archers 
that shoot at it from below.  It therefore car-
ries its young upon its wings to protect them 
from arrows that may be fired from below. 
So too, Hashem placed His Clouds of Glory 
between Bnei Yisrael and the Egyptians, 
to absorb the arrows and slingshots of the 
Egyptians lest they harm Bnei Yisrael.

The eagle’s young enjoy the best possible 
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protection. However, they must make the 
effort to climb onto the eagle’s wings and 
hold on tightly, since the eagle does not 
have arms long enough to lift them up or 
hold them in place. The eagle can only bend 
its back to make their ascent easier, but they 
must make the ascent themselves.  These 
offspring must take the first step and only 
thereafter can their mother assist them. 

The same is true of the physical and spir-
itual protection that Hashem offers His 
children. He descends to help us during the 
month of Elul, but we must make the effort 
to ascend in teshuvah and thus climb onto 
His proverbial wings. After the Yomim Nor-
aim pass, it then becomes our duty to hold 
on tightly, lest we fall from the spiritual 
heights we have attained.

The Midrash on Shir Hashirim 5:3 states:  
ואני אפתח לכם פתחים  לי פתח כפתחו של מחט  פתחו 

שיהיו עגלות וקרונות עוברים בהם.

Open for Me an opening in your hearts no 
wider than the eye of a needle, and I shall 
open for you an opening wide enough for 
wagons and carts to drive through. 

May we internalize the lesson of “hakem 
takim imo” and during the month of Elul do 
our part in playing an active role in getting 
closer to Hashem.He is there waiting for us 
to take the first step! 
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