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This second perek of Sefer Yirmiyahu, 
also the second selection of the pre-
Tish’a B’Av haftarot, comprises the 

bulk of this week’s haftarah, stands in con-
trast to the earlier chapter that we read last 
Shabbat. In this reading, the navi excoriates 
Israel for her abandonment of Hashem in 
favor of the idolatrous pagan cults that sur-
rounded them. If we keep in mind the final 
verses of last week’s haftarah, psukim in 
which the prophet tells the sinful nation of 
how G-d remembers their devotion when 
they followed Him faithfully as they traveled 
through the desert, we better understand the 
navi’s opening to this haftarah (that follows 
those very words), that underscores the sharp 
difference between their former loyalty to 
Hashem and their present faithlessness. 

Yirmiyahu divides his nevu’ah that focuses 
on Israel’s misdeeds, into a few sections. The 
first section highlights the nation’s lack of 
gratitude, forgetting how G-d’s had liberated 
them from Egyptian slavery and led them 
through the desert in order to bring to their 
land. Additionally, the prophet points out 
how the very religious leadership turned 
corrupt, with the kohanim, the Torah teach-
ers and even the (false) prophets, having 
turned their backs on Hashem. In the second 
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section, Yirmiyahu excoriates the people for 
abandoning their true G-d in favor of foreign 
deities who are powerless to help them and, 
in the next section, the prophet delineates the 
punishments that await them for their sins.  
The navi closes his words of condemnation in 
the following chapter – not included as part 
of our haftarah - with, perhaps, the worst of 
all sins: the nation’s lack of shame or regret 
over their wayward behavior, a sin that pre-
vented the possibility of any teshuva, any 
return to Hashem.

In the course of describing Israel’s mis-
deeds, Yirmiyahu quotes the people’s denial 
of any sin, and yet, the navi adds, you can 
find their immorality “on every lofty hill and 
under every lush tree”. HaRav Soloveitchik 
explains that such “worship” of using natu-
ral beauty as a form of religious expression 
was-and remains- a common technique that 
is rejected by Judaism. 

He says: [excerpts taken from (“Out of the 
Whirlwind”)]:

“Religious experience flows from a heart 
filled to the brim with love of G-d and from a 
soul stirred to its inmost roots….. Judaism is 
interested in a religious experience which mir-
rors the genuine personality (and)…. that is 
why the Jewish (prayer) service distinguishes 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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itself by its utter simplicity…... It (prayer) is 
nothing but a dialogue between G-d and Man, 
a conversation – ordinary in its beginning, 
simple in its unfolding and unceremoniously 
organized at its conclusion….

Judaism sees in all these aesthetic motifs….
extraneous means of creating a fugitive mood 
which will disappear with the departure of 
the worshipper from the cathedral….Juda-
ism concentrates on feelings which flow NOT 
from the outside but from within the per-
sonality, on emotions……enhanced – not by 
external stimuli – but by the inner existence 
awareness.”

In his inimitable style, the Rav explains the 
failure for which Yirmiyahu condemns his 
generation and one that remains an all-too-
common mistake in the future as well. Simply 
put: there are no short-cuts” to G-d. One can-
not use external stimuli as a replacement 
for heartfelt connection. Outer trappings 
cannot substitute for internal commitment. 
The oft-repeated warning of the prophets 
that ritual alone is meaningless if it does not 
express sincere contrition and regret reflect 
the mistaken attitude of the ancients. The sad 
“joke” that one need not BE ‘frum’ as long as 
he LOOKS ‘frum’, reminds us that the very 
same sin condemned by Yirmiyahu 2,500 
years ago, is “alive and well” in our society 
as well.

There can be no short cuts taken if one 
truly hopes to reach Hashem. It takes a full 
commitment of time, effort and “inner exis-
tence awareness”. 
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a descendant from the Davidic line who 
would be known as “Sar Shalom”, the 
Prince of Peace (see Ch. 9; 5-6 or the final 
verses on the haftarah for parashat Yitro). 
But too often forgotten is the second prom-
ise included in this haftarah: “v’nogsayich 
tzdaka”, righteous rulers. 

But when Yishayahu speaks of righteous-
ness he does not refer to religiosity that we 
often define as practicing rituals, studying 
Torah or davening daily. No. The promise 
of righteous rulers of “nogsayich tzadaka”, 
does not refer to their relationship with 
the Al-mighty but with their treatment of 
others. It refers to honesty, trustworthiness 
and justice. Our promise of a perfect world 
demands tzdaka – and it is something we 
must demand today as well. 

You see, this is exactly how the navi began 
his sefer. For when he condemned Israel 
for her sins he asks what happened to 
Yerushalayim that “once was filled with 
justice, and righteousness once dwelled 
there” and when he closes his message 
he tells them “Tziyon b’mishpat tipa-
deh-v’shaveha b’tz’daka”, Zion will be 
redeemed through JUSTICE and her peni-
tents through RIGHTEOUSNESS

Our ideal world can only be built through 
justice and righteousness.

And it is up to us to create that world. 
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