
28     TORAH TIDBITS 1478 / MASEI 5782

REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Elucidation of 
Encampments

Every word in the Torah is deliberate, 
meticulously placed for a precise purpose. 
It is therefore surprising that we find a long, 
detailed list of each of the 42 places where the 
Jews encamped as they traversed the desert 
for 40 years. Even more extraordinary, is the 
repetition of the words, “vayis’u – they trav-
eled” and “vayachanu - they encamped,” at 
each stop, as opposed to simply listing the 
places they went to.

Rav Dovid Hofstedter in Darash Dovid 
notes that each place the Jews encamped 
was not an ordinary rest stop. At each point, 
they struggled to grow closer to Hashem and 
uncover their inherent spiritual greatness. 
Their experience at each site compelled 
them to further remove themselves from 
the spiritual dross represented by Egypt, to 
further climb their spiritual ladder and thus 

be worthy of entering the holy soil of Eretz 
Yisrael. The Torah delineates not only their 
journey, but also their stops. Each resting 
place enabled them to integrate what they 
learned from each experience and fortified 
them with the spiritual strength for future 
battles. 

The Shelah Hakadosh parallels these jour-
neys to the journey of every Jewish soul. 
We each have 42 masa’ot – places we must 
travel to from the moment we are born until 
our final days on earth. Our mission in this 
world requires us to continually move for-
ward. Rav Eisenberger in Misilot Bilvavam 
adds that there are two components to the 
movement in our lives. One is “vayachnu,” we 
must be genuine about our current spiritual 
level and make sure not to posture or portray 
ourselves on a level beyond that reality. At 
the same time, we must adopt the mindset of 
“vayis’u,” constantly aspiring to reach more 
noble heights. Without a vision of greatness, 
one will inevitably lead a life of apathy and 
stagnation. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda

“Vayachanu,” teaches the Netivot Shalom, 
is crucial in one’s avodat Hashem. Often, 
one makes great strides and wants to con-
tinue marching forward. “Stop!” Advises the 
Slonimer Rebbe, “vayachanu!” Allow your 
achievements to become part of you! Let 
your new avodah sink in and become incor-
porated into who you are. Only once you 
have done this can you continue to develop. 

The Rebbe from Tosh, in Avodat Avodah, 
takes this one step further. He advises us to 
make “vayachanu” part of our daily schedule. 
With this he means that our avodat Hashem 
should be with consistency, stability and 
order. “Vayachanu” means living with set 
expectations and regulated service and 
ensures that our service of Hashem is not a 
string of haphazard acts, based on our moods 
and inclinations.

The 21 days and 21 nights of the three weeks 
mirror the 42 encampments as explained by 
Rabbi Pinchas Friedman in Shevilei Pinchas. 
This is a time when we should focus on our 
personal journeys and aspirations, as we 
prepare for the 21 days and nights from Rosh 
Hashanah through Hoshana Rabbah. These 
2 intense time periods reflect a micro image 
of the macro life we live. May we head in the 
right direction and find meaning and pur-
pose in the journey. 
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