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1st aliya (33:1-10) These are the 
travels of the Jewish people 
after leaving Egypt by the hands 

of Moshe and Aharon. Moshe recorded all 
the travels by Divine command, beginning 
on the day following the Pesach in Egypt, 
while the Egyptians were burying their 
dead.  Each place that the people journeyed 
is recounted.  

Parshat Masei is the last parsha in the 
book of Bamidbar. The book of Bamidbar 
began on Rosh Chodesh Iyar of the second 
year – a year after the Exodus. It ends with 
the end of all the journeys of the 40 years 
in the desert.

42 journeys are listed over about 40 verses 
in this and the next aliya.  Simple descrip-
tions: they traveled from here to here.  

The commentators seek meaning in 
this list. Rashi, Rambam, Sforno all offer 
meaning.

KI TEITZEI I would suggest that it is foreshadowing.  
The desert was travels; 42 journeys in 40 
years. But. The Land of Israel is the oppo-
site. Rooted, home, yours. Each tribe with 
its place. Each family with its place. What 
you had in the desert is the contrast to 
what you will have in the Land of Israel. It 
is your Homeland, your rightful place, your 
Promised Land. The rest of the parsha will 
describe the borders, the allocations, the 
specifics of the settling. The desert, wan-
dering. The Land of Israel, home.

2nd aliya (33:11-49) The listing of 
the journeys continues. When 
they arrived at Hor Hahar, 

Aharon died; in the 40th year, on the first of 
the fifth month (1 Av), at age 123.  The list 
of the travels continues, concluding at the 
plains of Moav opposite Jericho.  

The mention of Aharon’s death in the 
midst of the travels is noteworthy. The jour-
neys began with the Exodus at the hand of 
Moshe and Aharon, verse 1; they end with 
the death of Aharon. Perhaps to deflate 
any notion that we are a people led by the 
charisma of the brother team of Moshe and 
Aharon. Without whom we will fall apart. 
No. The journeys continue without Aharon.  
As the entry to the Land will continue with-
out Moshe. Great as they are, the Jewish 
people will be fine without them. The Jew-
ish people is greater than the greatness of 
any particular leader.

3rd aliya (33:50-34:15) On the 
banks of the Jordan, the people 
are commanded to take the 

Land of Israel and settle in it for it is given to 
you. You must supplant the people of the 
Land for if not, they will be a thorn in your 
side; and inevitably, what I am commanding 
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of you to supplant them, will be done by them 
to you. The borders of the Land:  in the south 
from the Mediterranean Sea to the Dead Sea, 
the western border is the Mediterranean Sea 
north into Lebanon, the North into Syria, the 
east along the Jordan. This Land will be 
divided by the 9 ½ tribes while the tribes of 
Reuven, Gad and half of Menashe will settle 
on the east bank of the Jordan.

This is the mitzvah of settling the Land 
of Israel.  The Jewish people have entered 
the Land of Israel only 3 times in history: 
here, led by Yehoshua. In the time of Ezra 
and Nehemiah, returning from the Babylo-
nian exile.  And in our time. This first entry 
is glorious, the entire Jewish people, with 
prophecy led by Yehoshua, with self-rule, 
then monarchy. The second entry was dis-
appointing.  Small numbers, fits and starts, 
semi autonomy, not full sovereignty. But 
this third entry, in our time, while compli-
cated, and without prophecy, and not the 
entire Jewish people, nonetheless is much 
more like Yehoshua’s time. Large numbers, 
and growing. Glorious success.  Sovereignty 
– our own government, our own defense, 
our own decision making.  How privileged.  
This aliya is our life.

The delineation of the borders of the Land 
is tricky because some of the landmarks it 
describes are not familiar to us. Nonethe-
less it is clear that the southern border does 
not extend all the way down to Eilat. The 
northern border extends well into Lebanon 
of today. And the eastern border includes 
much of Syria of today. These borders are 
important to us today as Rav Ezra Fried-
man pointed out last week for the laws of 
Shemita. The western Negev falls outside 
of these borders and hence may be exempt 
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Large land holdings are not for us; the land 
returns to the ones who settled there when 
they entered the Land.

5th aliya (35:1-8) The Leviim 
shall be given cities amongst 
the tribes.  Each city shall have 

open area and grazing area surrounding it, 
2,000 amot in total area outside the city.  
The Leviim may settle in the cities of refuge 
or in 48 designated cities. These cities are 
provided by the tribes, according to the size 
of the tribe and their allotted area.

The description of the open and grazing 
area around the city is one of the ecological 
passages of the Torah. Green lung around 
the city.  2,000 amot is about a kilometer.  
As the cities were small (no need for wide 
roads for cars in the ancient world), this 
amounts to a healthy greenbelt around the 
city.

6th aliya (35:9-34) Cities of Ref-
uge are to be allocated, 3 on the 
west side of the Jordan, 3 on the 

east. One who kills accidentally may flee 
there. It is not accidental but rather murder 
if one attacks with a lethal weapon, or the 
assault is premeditated. The murderer 

from the laws of Shemita. The specific bor-
ders and how they impact halacha makes 
this aliya, perhaps neglected over the long 
years of the exile, a living aliya in our time.

4th aliya (34:16-29) The leaders of 
the tribes shall apportion the 
Land.  The names of the leader 

of each tribe are listed. These are the ones 
who have been instructed to apportion the 
Land.

The transfer of leadership continues with 
this list of new leaders.  

The Torah has emphasized a few times 
that the allocation of land in the Land of 
Israel needs to be by tribe. And within the 
tribe, by its leader. And we have learned 
already that any land sold must return to 
its original owner in Yovel. Why this insis-
tence on tribal integrity, of allocating in 
a prescribed manner and of maintaining 
that original allocation over time?

It could be communicating that the set-
tling of the Land of Israel is not merely a 
land grab to accommodate this large group 
of people. It is a Divine command with its 
structure and its limitations. The return of 
land in Yovel seems quite anti-capitalist.  

A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

“וישב בה עד מות הכהן הגדול” )לה:כה(
”And he shall dwell there )in the City of Refuge( until the death of the High Priest.“ )34:25(
This command is baffling.  Why is a killer’s sentence affected by the life of another?
One known answer given by Rashi is that the High Priest should have prayed that there should not occur 

such a calamity to Israel in his lifetime. Therefore, the High Priest is held accountable for another’s action 
due to his lack of prayer.

The great Spanish commentary Rabbi Yitzchak Abarbanel )1437-1508( gives a more psychological reason. 
The passing of the High Priest has a tremendous influence on the greater Jewish community and awakens 
thoughts of Repentance and rectifying one’s flaws. One can assume that the ”avenger of the family“ is also 
affected by this holy man’s passing and will compare the death of this pious man to the death of his relative.  
He will be consoled for the loss of his relative, realizing that even a High Priest can pass from this world. Any 
intentions to revenge his family’s loss and murder the perpetrator has all but dissipated.  Now the killer is 
safe to exit from the City of Refuge. Shabbat Shalom
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shall be put to death; he may not flee to 
these cities.  

In the description of the cities of refuge, 
any illusion that the Jewish society in the 
Land will be perfect is dispelled. There 
will be murders and manslaughter. And 
earlier, we fought a battle due to the fail-
ing of sexual impropriety with the women 
of Midian.  And earlier in the Torah, the 
Golden Calf and idol worship. So there you 
have it: the Jews of the desert have covered 
the big 3, idolatry, adultery and murder. 
We aren’t, nor do we have illusions that 
we will be a perfect society. But, with that 
full knowledge, G-d is promising us that 
we will enter the Land imminently. Some 
Jews will err, will sin, will fail. But not the 
Jewish people.  

The covenant with the people endures.  
Rocky at times, but enduring.  

7th aliya (36:1-13) The relatives 
of the daughters of Zelophchad 
pointed out to Moshe that their 

family inheritance will be damaged. For 
the daughters will marry men of another 
tribe; the integrity of their family allotment 
will be damaged. It will not even return in 
Yovel, for it will begin with another tribe.  
Moshe instructed that these women marry 
men from their family so as to maintain the 
integrity of the family allotment.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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Here too we have insistence on the land 
allotments staying with the designated 
tribes. The daughters of Zelophchad will 
settle the Land allotted to their fathers. But 
if they marry a man from another tribe, 
there will be intruders into their tribe.  The 
Torah chooses to maintain the tribal unit; 
marry only within your tribe.

And so the book of Bamidbar ends with 
a query, resolved by Moshe. And with laws 
of murder and manslaughter. And with 
transfer of leadership. All of this following 
a listing of travels. For, in a moment the 
people will enter the Land of Israel, to be 
rooted, implanted, stable. Now this stability 
will have its murders, its queries, its lead-
ership changes. It may be rocky in the way 
that human beings are rocky.  But it will no 
longer be wandering, those 42 journeys in 
40 years. It will be home. 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start 
of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA 
16+12=28 P'SUKIM-                    

30:2-31:12

[P> 30:2 (16)] "And Moshe spoke to the 
leaders of the Tribes of Israel..." The first 
principle of the topic of Nedarim (vows 
& oaths) is that a person must fulfill the 
terms of his vow and it is prohibited to 
"profane one's word" [407, L157 30:3].

On the other hand, built into the Torah's 
laws are procedures for release from 
vows. These procedures also constitute a 
mitzva, known as HAFARAT N'DARIM [406, 
A95 30:3]. A girl (12-12½ yrs. old - officially 
called a NAARA) who makes a vow can 
have her vows nullified by her father (only 
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