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In our times, many have rationalized 
why they have not made Aliyah, perhaps 
missing out on Hashem’s directive to the 
Meraglim: “Go up and possess it [Eretz Yis-
rael], as Hashem has spoken to you – fear 
not and be not dismayed!” (Devarim 1:1-
21). Moreover, as Ramban observes, when 
the Meraglim refused to do so, the Torah 
informs us that “they rebelled against the 
word of the Lord.” 

For Ramban, this Mitzvah applies for all 
time, “even during the exile.” Notably, the 
most powerful statements concerning the 
Mitzvah can be found in Masechet Ketuvot 
110b:

• At all times, one shall settle in Eretz Yis-
rael – even in a city inhabited mostly by 
heathens;

• Whoever resides outside of Eretz Yis-
rael is like one who has no god, as it stated: 
“To give you the land of Canaan to be your 
God”;

• One who resides outside of the Land of 
Israel is as if he served idols.

We can only truly observe all the Mitz-
vot incumbent upon us in Eretz Yisrael, 
and only in Eretz Yisrael can we attempt 
to become a kingdom of priests and a light 
unto the nations.

Ultimately, it depends on us, every one 
of us, to do our utmost to achieve this prov-
idential mission, thus to bring Hashem’s 
holy light into this world. 
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Unto You Have I 
Given The Land

We tend to think of life as a journey. That 
journey can be geographical, but our direc-
tion in life also has a spiritual dimension. 
Thus, we might set ourselves lofty goals as 
we traverse the earthly trail; however, in 
our religious tradition, our life’s mission 
has been defined for us. 

Moreover, we, the children of Avraham, 
Yitzchak, and Yaakov, cannot dismiss the 
“geographical” aspect of our lifelong odys-
sey. Because the substantive meaning we 
attach to our national, cultural, and moral 
experience is tied up unequivocally with 
the Land promised to our forefathers thou-
sands of years ago. 

In our Parsha, Hashem advised Moshe 
that when the people enter the Land of 
Canaan, they should drive out the inhabi-
tants and dwell within – “for unto you have 
I given the Land to possess it” (Bemidbar 
33:50-53).

Unlike Rambam, for Ramban, there is no 
question that there is a positive command 
to settle the Land and inherit it. More-
over, writes Nachmanidies, if Bnei Yisrael 
were to conquer another land (outside 
the borders of Israel), that would be tan-
tamount to transgressing one of Hashem’s 
commandments. 


