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Why Repeat?

In this week’s Parsha, Par-
shat Masei, we get a recap of every place 
Am Yisrael stops and it made me wonder: 
Why do we need to repeat every place Am 
Yisrael has been in if it was already written 
previously? In addition, a similar question, 
why repeat  the words:

״אלה מסיעהם למוצאיהם״

The Abarbanel, who addresses these 
questions, suggests that there are four expla-
nations to these two connected questions.

The first explanation is that this is 
repeated in order to remind us of Hash-
em’s grace towards Am Yisrael. After all, 
Hashem did send us to 40 long years in the 
desert and only sent us on 42 journeys in 
the desert during that long period of time. 
That means we only had a journey through 
the desert (on average) every 9.5 months!

The second and third explanations are 
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In parashat Masei we get an extensive list 
of all the places B’ne Israel camped in the 
desert. One might find this peculiar, why 
couldn’t the Torah just mention that B’ne 
Israel walked in the desert till they reached 
the Holy Land? 

The answer is simple, the journey is 
important, maybe even more important 
than the destination. Whether we are on 
a self-growth journey, a road trip or a long 
NCSY pre-Shabbaton hike, we tend to forget 
about the journey. We focus on the destina-
tion and when we finally reach it, we realize 
that we didn’t stop to enjoy the journey. 

The Torah is trying to teach us that life 
isn’t only about reaching goals, it’s also 
about the process. B’ne Israel could have 
made it to Israel in a few weeks, instead 
they toured the desert for 40 years! They 
needed the time to become a unified 
nation, a nation that is ready to receive the 
Torah and become the light of the world. 

In our day to day lives sometimes it’s eas-
ier to ignore the daily routine and focus on 
the goals. Hashem is teaching us that the 
journey is crucial to our success, if we 
embrace the journey we will come out of 
it stronger and better. 

Shabbat Shalom 😊
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regarding the details which were repeated 
in order to highlight how hard life in the 
desert was, the thirst and heat, etc... and 
how Hashem then helped us during these 
40 years in the desert.

The final and my favorite explanation 
is that these journeys were repeated as 
a hint to Am Yisrael’s future where we 
would relive similar events. What I find so 
fascinating about this answer is that, in my 
opinion, this hint at the future has already 
happened! We have already re-lived these 
similar events in the Galut. And now we 
have returned to Israel just like Am Yisrael 
did thousands of years ago. 

May we continue to merit Hashem’s 
protection in our journeys in life, as indi-
viduals and as a nation. Shabbat Shalom! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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