
48     TORAH TIDBITS 1478 / MASEI 5782

Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Rabbi 
Soloveitchik: 
Ingredients 
for Thriving 
on the 
Journey

In every generation the Jew has been 
faced with the momentous challenge of 
upholding an age old tradition and trans-
mitting it to the next generation. When we 
are encountered with new ideas, and new 
cultural norms, how do we as Jews suc-
cessfully make trek through the proverbial 
desert? How do we withstand foreign ele-
ments that often pose danger and stay true 
to the Torah, our ideals and belief system?

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik offered an 
exquisite derasha, given in honor of the fes-
tival of Shavuot, in which he addressed this 
issue. His point of departure was a verse in 
the Torah. An obscure section in the book of 
Devarim delineates the procedure by which 
the vessels in the Tabernacle are carefully 
packed before the Isralites set out in the 
wilderness to their next encampment. 

Aharon the Kohen Gadol and his sons 
were given the responsibility to wrap each 

vessel in two coverings. Only then, would 
the Levites, and more specifically, the 
family of Kehat, enter the inner chamber 
and take the vessels and transport them 
(Devarim 4:20).

Two coverings were used for each item: 
“They shall place upon it a covering of 
tachash skin and on top of that they shall 
spread a cloth of pure blue wool.” (Devarim 
4: 6).

Rabbi Soloveitchik asked: Why these 
two garments and what is the symbolic 
meaning?

Techelet Covering
First, let us explore the symbolism 

embedded in the techelet garment. The 
Rambam writes the color of techelet used 
for tzitzit must be one “...that always 
retains its beauty and its color never fades. 
If it’s not dyed in this way, even if its color 
matches the color of the sky, it is unfit for 
tzitzit.” (Mishne Torah, Hilchot Tzitzit, chap. 
2). The Talmud emphasizes that if the color 
fades that the techelet is invalid (Menachot 
42b).

The symbolism of the blue (techelet) cov-
ering teaches that if we want to transport 
the ark and the values of the Torah - through 
a wilderness - the Jew will need to manifest 
consistency, firmness, and authenticity. To 
ensure continuity one needs unyielding 
commitment; one that does not fade over 
time or fluctuate. In order to carry the table 
of the Jew, the lamp, the Torah’s wisdom, 
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to the next station the unfading blue dye 
serves as a symbol of the unwavering com-
mitment of the Jew, which at times will 
call for the ultimate zeal of mesirat nefesh. 
It is noteworthy that the color of techelet 
appears most famously among the strands 
of the tzitzit. The knots and the  interwoven 
threads represent the unbreakable link the 
Jew forges with the Torah. A bond never to 
be broken.

Tachash Covering
The second garment which was used to 

wrap the five vessels in the Tabernacle was 
quite unique. The tachash skins, says the 
Talmud, were multi-colored (Shabbat 28a). 
We can picture in our mind’s eye a rainbow 
colored blanket which covers, for example, 
the menorah, altar and ark when Israelites 
marched forward in the wilderness..

The Rav offered two distinct formulations 

in regard to the tachash garment used in 
this sacred manner. 

First, the multi-colors represent the mul-
tifaceted laws that are required within the 
rubric of the commandments. 613 Torah 
laws and many rabbinic injunctions make 
up the halachic system. In order to success-
fully survive the journey, not only must the 
Jew adhere to the foundational values and 
precepts, but also the minutiae of the law - 
every hue is an essential component which 
fashions the structure and design of Jewish 
life. 

Elaborating on this idea the Rav inter-
preted a passage in the Talmud which 
expands on the well known conversation 
between the convert Ruth and her mother-
in-law Naomi. Ruth fervently expresses her 
devotion to Naomi and her desire to adopt 
a Jewish way of life: “Wherever you lodge , 
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I will lodge, wherever you go I will go, your 
people shall be my people, and your God 
my God, Where you will die I will die, and 
there I will be buried” (Ruth 1:16-17).

The Talmud (Yevamot 47b) interprets 
each phrase as alluding to a particular area 
in Jewish law.

“‘Wherever you lodge I will lodge’ alludes 
to Ruth accepting upon herself the laws of 
yichud.

‘Wherever you go I will go’ suggests that 
Ruth accepted upon herself the law of 
techum Shabbos.

‘Your people are my people,’ alludes to 
Ruth accepting the 613 commandments.

‘Your God is my God,’ symbolizes Ruth’s 
rejection of idol worship.”

This passage, suggested the Rav, is accen-
tuating Ruth’s full fledged acceptance of 
the gamut of Jewish observance; both the 
major principle (rejection of idol worship) 
and the particulars (yichud, techum Shab-
bat). The colors of the tachash express the 
notion that divine law and their details are 
indivisible. Jewish life rests on the success-
ful implantation of the great principles and 
adherence to even the smallest details.

The Hooks Like Sparkling Stars
Another captivating midrash. Moshe 

questioned by rabble-rousers regarding his 
use of the funds for the Tabernacle. Follow-
ing its construction an accounting was made 
of all funds that were donated. It suddenly 
appeared that 1,775 shekels were unac-
counted for. Even Moshe, for a moment, 
was unable to identify how those particular 
funds had been used. “He sat confused until 
God enlightened his eyes, and noticed those 
hooks, sparkling like the stars of the night…” 
(Yalkut Shimoni, Pekudei, 415). The Rav 
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interpreted this midrash to mean that even 
the greatest among us, at times, wonder why 
there are so many details and minutiae in 
the halachic system. Why the complex-
ity and the seemingly overabundance of 
strictures? We then pause, contemplate the 
grandeur of the Law and they then begin to 
sparkle. The little hooks seem so insignifi-
cant compared to the primary vessels in the 
Tabernacle. And yet, each element plays a 
role in creating the magnificent construc-
tion of the Sanctuary.

The Rav offered a second homiletic teach-
ing regarding the symbolism of the tachash 
skins used to cover the vessels. The multi-
colored garment represents the mosaic of 
hues and perspectives  found in the Torah. 
In order to survive and thrive during the 
long and arduous journey of our people 
who will encounter various settings and 
cultures the diversity that is found within 
the Torah must be embraced; Shivim panim 
l’Torah, “There are seventy faces to the 
Torah” (Midrash Parshat Naso, 7:19). Fur-
thermore, the nation of Israel is made of 
600,000 souls. Every person has their own 
calling. The Torah must speak to every 
generation and every member of the com-
munity is to be granted an honored place 
within the community of Israel. 
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