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why in life to keep moving and a partner 
in soul. Without that, this creature would 
have no meaning in its life. 

Moshe knew that Manasseh’s love for the 
Land of Israel through it lineage of Yosef 
Hatzaddik was stronger than the other 
tribes. By splitting it up on the two banks 
of the Jordan it created a love of yearn-
ing that was even stronger. A yearning to 
always return to its other half. This was the 
example that Moshe wanted the tribes of 
Gad and Reuven to always see. A constant 
yearning and love to return and connect to 
the Land, and not get lost past it’s borders. 
May we always strive for more and never 
lose our love for the Land of Israel.

Shabbat Shalom.

Azriella Sacks
Modi’in, 11th Grade

In this week’s parsha we 
learn that not all of the 12 

tribes stayed in Israel, as Reuven and 
Gad requested to settle east of the Jordan 
River. At first Moshe was upset by this 
since he wanted them to stay and fight 
in the upcoming wars. They eventually 
settled on an agreement that they would 
help fight but would settle outside of the 
Holy land. Moshe also decides to split the 
tribe of Menashe, half on one side of the 
Jordan border and half on the other. Moshe 
does this because he was afraid that once 
Reuven and Gad would be separated from 
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A Yearning for 
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The Jews are ready to dive deep in their 
conquest of the Land of Israel but some-
thing comes up. The tribes of Reuven and 
Gad decide that it would be better for them 
to stay on the east bank of the Jordan river. 
They make the request with Moshe and 
it does not go to smoothly.  After a gruel-
ing and unconformable back and forth 
between Moshe and the tribes of Reuven 
and Gad, of course under the auspices 
of Hashem, Moshe finally agrees to their 
demands. But there is one exception, half 
of the tribe of Manasseh must join them. 
Why? We don’t see Manasseh expressing 
any interest do dwell there? And why only 
half?

The Midrash on Sefer Bereishit tells us 
the story of a massive fish called the Levi-
athan. Hashem created this enormous 
aquatic creature and alongside it he cre-
ated a spouse for it. But immediately after 
its creation, He removed the Leviathan’s 
spouse from this world. Why create a 
spouse for the Leviathan if it was always 
meant to be taken away? The answers lies 
in mission and yearning. By Hashem cre-
ating a spouse for this creature that it was 
connected to it gave it a reason to live and 
to love. A mission to return to its spouse. A 
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everyone, over time they could attain a 
separate independent identity, which could 
then lead to a split in the nation. Because 
of this, he created a bridge, and as a result 
there was a constant flow of people. We 
learn from this how important unity is 
between Jews at all times. 

This parsha also talks about vows and the 
importance of upholding them. The Jewish 
people are about to enter the Land of Israel 
and build a society which was to be free 
and based on a covenant between them 
and Hashem. Hashem wanted His laws 
to be secured not by force but by the Jews 
honoring their moral commitments of the 
vows they would make to Him. 

Our words are very powerful and hold 
the ability to create and destroy. Hashem 
created the world with words and wants 
us to obey his laws willingly and by mak-
ing vows to uphold them. Words hold 
moral obligations and by respecting them 
we create trust and creating a free society 
depends on trust. So as the Jews are about 
to create their society Moshe reminds them 
about the importance of vows and keeping 
their word which means treating words as 
holy and being careful with them. 

We can learn from this to be careful with 
our words and respect the vows we make as 
trust is fundamental in our lives and with 
creating bonds, not just between our rela-
tionship with Hashem but with our friends 
and family and everyone around us. 

Shabbat Shalom!! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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