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The Steadfast 
Queen

Once, a king chose a wife, giving her a ketu-
bah filled with gifts, love and the promise of 
a wonderful future together. Soon after their 
wedding, however, the king was compelled to 
travel to the farthest end of the world, beyond 
the sea. A long time passed with not even a 
word from the king. Nonetheless, she tena-
ciously held onto the belief that he would one 
day return. She would dress in her beauti-
ful garments and spend hours sitting on the 
balcony or the front porch, gazing into the 
distance, whispering his name.
ֵאינוֹ  ׁשּוב   … אוָֹתּה  ַמְקִניטוֹת  ְוָהיּו  ֶאְצָלה  ֵכנוֶֹתיָה  שְׁ ִנְכְנסּו 

חוֵֹזר ָעַלִיְך, ְוָהְיָתה ּבוָֹכה ּוִמְתַאנַַּחת,

The queen’s friends and her confidants 
belittled and taunted her: “How long will you 
hold onto your false hopes? Can’t you see that 
he has abandoned you?”

When she felt sharply alone or distressed, 
she would retreat to her private inner cham-
ber, and cry and writhe in bitterness. She 
would then take out the ketubah that her 
husband the king had given her at their 
wedding, clutch it to her heart, kiss it, and 
read and reread his promises. When she 
embraced that scroll, she somehow felt that 
she was embracing him. Her faith was thus 
nourished and she gained strength, consola-
tion and hope.

One day, without warning, the king 
returned to the palace and found his long-suf-
fering, loyal wife waiting for him there on the 
porch! They fell upon each other’s necks and 
wept together for a long time. י ֲאִני תִּ  ָאַמר ָלּה, בִּ

ִנים ל אוָֹתן ַהשָּׁ ְנתְּ ִלי כָּ ֵמהַּ ֵאיְך ִהְמתַּ  ”,My darling“ …תָּ
cried the king finally, “I am so amazed! How 
did you do it? How did you wait for me all 
these years?”

She gazed at him silently and then spoke 
from the depth of her heart: ֶלְך ִאְלָמֵלא  ֲאדוִֹני ַהמֶּ
ַתְבּתָ כָּ ה שֶׁ ה ְמֻרבָּ ֻתבָּ  My master, the king… if“ ,כְּ
not for the ketubah you wrote and gave me, 
I would have lost hope long ago. Those who 
surrounded me tried to convince me to leave, 
to give up, that you were no longer in love 
with me… They taunted me and said I was 
no longer wanted here. But each time I took 
out our ketubah, I just knew that you would 
return.”

The Medrash (Eichah Rabbah, 3:7) 
continues:

ָבר ּדוֶֹמה? ל ְלָמה ַהדָּ ָמשָׁ

What is this parable about?
With broken hearts and indescribably 

suffering, we have borne the degradation 
and humiliation of the nations of the world 
harassing us, mocking our faith:
ֵאינוֹ  עוֹד  ם,  ִמכֶּ ִכיָנתוֹ  שְׁ ק  ְוִסלֵּ ם  ִמכֶּ ָניו  פָּ יר  ִהְסתִּ ֱאלֹקיֶכם 

חוֵֹזר ֲעֵליֶכם,

“Your God has hidden His Face from you 
and has removed His Presence from you; He 
is never going to return to you.” 

…And yet, ה ֻאלָּ יָּבוֹא ֵקץ ַהגְּ שֶׁ ְלָמָחר כְּ
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Tomorrow, when the end of the exile has 
come,
ם  ִמכֶּ ֵמהַּ  ֲאִני תָּ ַני!  בָּ ָרֵאל,  ְלִישְׂ רּוְך הּוא  דוֹׁש בָּ ָלֶהם ַהקָּ אוֵֹמר 

ִנים! ל אוָֹתן ַהשָּׁ ם ִלי כָּ ְנתֶּ ֵהיַאְך ִהְמתַּ

HaKadosh Baruch Hu will reveal Himself 
and say to us, “My children! I am so amazed 
by you! How in the world have you stayed by 
me, waiting all these years, these millenia?”
נַָּתתָּ  ּתוָֹרְתָך שֶׁ ִאּלּוֵלי  עוָֹלם  ל  שֶׁ ִרּבוֹנוֹ  ְלָפָניו,  אוְֹמִרים  ְוֵהן 

ָלנּו…

לוֹ,  אוִֹחיל  ן  כֵּ ַעל  ְבָעְנִיי.  י  ָאַבְדתִּ ָאז  ָעי  ֲעשֻׁ שַׁ תוָֹרְתָך  לּוֵלי 

מוֹ… ּוְמַיֲחִדים שְׁ

We will say to our beloved King from the 
depths of our heart, “Master of the world, if 
it were not for your Torah! ‘If Your teaching 
were not my delight, I would have perished 
in my affliction’ (Tehillim 119:92). Therefore 
we always had hope and we always unified 
Your Name.”

While we attune ourselves to the painful 
reality of exile during these days of Bein haM-
eitzarim, let us hold on tight to our kesubah, 
and strengthen our faith that Hashem, our 
loving King remains committed to us, and 
we to Him. May we return to each other, and 
reveal our never-ending embrace, our eter-
nal yichud — bimheira, soon and in our days.

ַעְזֵבנּו ְלאֶֹרְך ָיִמים׃ ֵחנּו תַּֽ כָּ שְׁ ה ָלֶנַצח תִּ ָלמָּ

Why have You forgotten us utterly,
Forsaken us for all time?

ֶקֶדם׃ ׁש ָיֵמינּו כְּ יֵבנּו ה׳ אליך ְוָנׁשּוָבה ַחדֵּ ֲהשִׁ

Take us back to You Hashem…
And let us return; renew our days as of old! 

(Eicha, 5:20-21) 
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 ONE OF A KIND OPPORTUNITIES

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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• Curtains & draperies
• Designer curtains
• Venetian & Woven wood blinds
• Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman & 
Pleated shades


