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The Steadfast
Queen

Once, a king chose a wife, giving her a ketu-
bah filled with gifts, love and the promise of
awonderful future together. Soon after their
wedding, however, the king was compelled to
travel to the farthest end of the world, beyond
the sea. A long time passed with not even a
word from the king. Nonetheless, she tena-
ciously held onto the belief that he would one
day return. She would dress in her beauti-
ful garments and spend hours sitting on the
balcony or the front porch, gazing into the
distance, whispering his name.
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The queen’s frlends and her conﬁdants
belittled and taunted her: “How long will you
hold onto your false hopes? Can’t you see that
he has abandoned you?”

When she felt sharply alone or distressed,
she would retreat to her private inner cham-
ber, and cry and writhe in bitterness. She
would then take out the ketubah that her
husband the king had given her at their
wedding, clutch it to her heart, kiss it, and
read and reread his promises. When she
embraced that scroll, she somehow felt that
she was embracing him. Her faith was thus
nourished and she gained strength, consola-
tion and hope.
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One day, without warning, the Kking
returned to the palace and found his long-suf-
fering, loyal wife waiting for him there on the
porch! They fell upon each other’s necks and
wept together for a long time. 1§ 13,77 MN
OIWi PN 93 7 mAnn px ann... “My darling,”
cried the king finally, “I am so amazed! How
did you do it? How did you wait for me all
these years?”

She gazed at him silently and then spoke
from the depth of her heart: 709 7790 7N
AImaW 1307 N3, “My master, the king... if
not for the ketubah you wrote and gave me,
I would have lost hope long ago. Those who
surrounded me tried to convince me to leave,
to give up, that you were no longer in love
with me... They taunted me and said I was
no longer wanted here. But each time I took
out our ketubah, I just knew that you would
return.”

The Medrash (Eichah Rabbah, 3:7)
continues:
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What is this parable about?

With broken hearts and indescribably
suffering, we have borne the degradation
and humiliation of the nations of the world
harassing us, mocking our faith:
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“Your God has hidden His Face from you

and has removed His Presence from you; He
is never going to return to you.”
...And yet, N7 yp Ni2w3 059



Tomorrow, when the end of the exile has
come,
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HaKadosh Baruch Hu will reveal Himself
and say to us, “My children! I am so amazed
by you! How in the world have you stayed by
me, waiting all these years, these millenia?”
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We will say to our beloved King from the
depths of our heart, “Master of the world, if
it were not for your Torah! ‘If Your teaching
were not my delight, I would have perished
in my affliction’ (Tehillim 119:92). Therefore
we always had hope and we always unified
Your Name.”

While we attune ourselves to the painful
reality of exile during these days of Bein haM-
eitzarim, let us hold on tight to our kesubah,
and strengthen our faith that Hashem, our
loving King remains committed to us, and
we to Him. May we return to each other, and
reveal our never-ending embrace, our eter-
nal yichud — bimheira, soon and in our days.
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Why have You forgotten us utterly,

Forsaken us for all time?
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Take us back to You Hashem...

And let us return; renew our days as of old!
(Eicha, 5:20-21)
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Real Estate

ISRAEL'S REAL ESTATE
MATCHMAKER

OLD CITY OF JERUSALEM
Har HaBayit View Charming Duplex
15,500,000 nis 5,500,000 nis

High Dome Ceilings
6,300,000 nis

Large 300sqm+
16,000,000 nis

ONE OF A KIND OPPORTUNITIES

*072 54.441.5704 0

KimBashRealEstate.com f

Choose from
a variety of
curtains &
blinds in the
comfort of
your home

e Curtains & draperies

e Designer curtains

e Venetian & Woven wood blinds

» Blackout, Vertical, Roller, Roman &
Pleated shades

. Amazin;
Call Joe Stepsky for a free consultation e

052 5988 889 BA##Y

www.ashleywilde.co.il

OU ISRAEL CENTER 39



