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There is something truly 
humbling when you realize 
just how powerful Am Yis-
rael is in our diversity, and 
the subsequent responsibility 

we have to embrace one another with open 
arms and loving hearts. 

Eretz Yisrael continues to serve as a home 
for Jews of all types. Perhaps the most obvi-
ous place to witness this phenomenon is the 
Kotel on Friday night. In the sea of people 
you can find Jews ranging from the ultra- 
Orthodox to the unaffiliated, all of whom 
have come to experience kirvat Elokim, 
closeness to the Almighty. I spent this past 
Shabbat in Yerushalayim with some lovely 
family friends (I’ll tell you more about them 
next week) and was eager to walk with them 
to the Kotel to welcome in Shabbat.

It just so happens that this past week the 
Kotel was noticeably fuller than usual, with 
tour groups and OU summer programs in full 
force, in addition to the upcoming 2022 Mac-
cabiah Games which brings athletes, their 
coaches, family and friends from around the 
world. As you can imagine, the Kotel plaza 
was filled to the brim. While there were 
pockets of minyanim organized throughout 
the crowd, many newcomers were clearly 
trying to make sense of the scene before 
them. It is a scene I imagine is very familiar 
to Torah Tidbits readers…  

Jews of all backgrounds raise their voices 
in prayer. Minyanim of all types respond out 
loud to their chazan in their customary tune. 

DEAR TORAH TIDBITS FAMILY

Tour groups sing traditional Jewish songs. 
Yeshiva students dance as they sing lecha 
dodi. Men stand arm in arm, some wearing 
shtreimels, velvet yarmulkes, kippot srugot, 
black hats, while others wear the white silk 
kippot that were handed to them when enter-
ing the Kotel plaza. 

As someone who grew up religious I can 
easily take for granted the customs which 
allow me to join my fellow brethren in our 
service of HaShem. While standing at the 
Kotel I overheard conversations between 
people of different backgrounds asking about 
our traditions and appreciated the patience 
and integrity with which each response was 
provided, bringing more of our brethren into 
the warm embrace of Am Yisrael. 

Although I’ve been to the Kotel on Friday 
nights many times, something new struck me 
on this particular visit. While the stones of 
the Kotel are of the holiest we can come in 
contact with today, their beauty can easily be 
missed. Many visitors looked upon the Friday 
night scene with curiosity and even perhaps 
confusion. In response, I saw precious mem-
bers of Am Yisrael lean over to explain what 
was unfolding and invite them to join in, so 
that those who did not know the tunes or 
how to perform our customs felt comfort-
able participating. By reaching out a hand to 
embrace a stranger, these holy Jews brought 
the Kotel and its symbolism to life.

Earlier in the week I attended Yom NCSY, a 
gathering of the OU’s 21 summer programs. 
This year’s event was the largest Yom NCSY 

RABBI AVI BERMAN
Executive Director, OU Israel
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in its history, with more than 3,000 campers, 
staff, alumni, parents, and university stu-
dents from JLIC programs. The 
event featured a performance 
by Mordechai Shapiro, a bar-
becue and a siyum mishnayot. 
Even in the sea of people, I 
noticed OU staff members 
looking around to find camp-
ers standing on the fringe, and 
inviting them to take part in 
the festivities. 

On Shabbat morning I vis-
ited Rabbi Glenn Black, CEO 
& Regional Director of NCSY 
Canada and some members of 
his staff who are leading some 
of the Anne Samson Jerusalem 
Journey (TJJ) programs. Lead-
ing TJJ, a four week touring 
experience in Israel for public 
school students, these staff members have a 
tremendous opportunity and responsibility 
to help campers uncover the beauty of Eretz 
Yisrael and connect to their roots as mem-
bers of Am Yisrael. Many of the staff shared 
how invigorated they felt seeing Eretz Yis-
rael through the eyes of their campers. It 
reminded me of my own experiences leading 
TJJ during the summers of 5764 and 5765 that 
have left an indelible impact on me and my 
avodat HaShem. 

We are entering into the period of Bein 
Hametzarim (the Three Weeks), commemo-
rating the beginning of the destruction of the 
first Beit HaMikdash which was destroyed 
due to baseless hatred among Am Yisrael. My 
experiences this past week have left me with 
a tremendous sense of responsibility toward 
my fellow man. 

Eretz Yisrael provides a home to Jews of all 
types, offering a rich history to learn from 

and a culture in which we can 
immerse ourselves. But it is up 
to us to make our fellow Jew 
feel at home. 

The Kotel and other holy 
sites throughout the coun-
try provide a place where 
Jews can connect to the Borei 
Olam. But we must treat one 
another with respect and dig-
nity, bringing the presence of 
HaShem closer. 

The Torah provides the 
guide by which we must live 
our lives. But we must extend 
ourselves toward our fellow 
man with care, respect, under-
standing and patience so we 
can help them feel the warmth 

of HaShem’s embrace. 
Whether we are leading an OU summer 

program or simply standing in line at the gro-
cery store, there are always opportunities to 
connect with others and help them find their 
place. Reflecting on the unity I witnessed 
this week, I can only imagine how proud 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu must have been when 
seeing His children reach out to connect to 
his fellow man. May we continue to foster 
our unity, see the beauty in one another and 
welcome in the Geula Shleima together. 

Wishing you all an uplifting and inspiring 
Shabbat,

Rabbi Avi Berman
Executive Director, OU Israel
aberman@ouisrael.org 
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Rabbi Reuven 
Tradburks
Director of   
RCA Israel Region

In the march to the Land of Israel, 
leadership has transitioned to the new 
generation. Elazar has replaced Aharon.  
Yehoshua has been appointed successor 
to Moshe. There has been military success, 
with the surrounding nations showing def-
erence and fear of the success of the Jewish 
people. There have been lessons of lead-
ership; leaders are to serve their people 
and their G-d. And last week’s parsha con-
cluded with a parallel lesson for the people; 
we too serve our people and our G-d, sym-
bolized by the communal offerings. We are 

KI TEITZEI part of a larger story; the story of the Jewish 
people. And as such, we approach G-d as 
that people, with one communal offering 
for each special occasion.  

1st aliya (Bamidbar 30:2-17) 
Vows:  A commitment must be 
kept. A young woman’s vow 

may be nullified by her father on the day it 
is taken; if not nullified, it need be observed.  
A married woman’s vow may be nullified 
by her husband; if not nullified, it need be 
observed.  

There are 2 things to note in the mitz-
vah of vows. First, the Torah is vigilant in 
requiring us to keep our word. That is a 
hallmark of interpersonal behavior – what 
I say, I will do. And second, that a man need 
care for the vows of his wife and daughters.

But why is this mitzvah placed here, at 
this spot in the Torah?  

We are marching to the Land of Israel.  
Then we will settle there. All will need to 
take on communal commitments. What I 
say, I must do. My word is my word; you 
can count on me. While the march to the 
Land continues, we are thinking of the 
day after, the settling of the Land and the 
building of society. We are pivoting from 
the march to the Land, to the life in the 
Land. That society needs to be built on the 
reliability of one’s word.

The emphasis here on keeping one’s 
word is foreshadowing the story later in the 
parsha. Gad and Reuven want to stay on the 
east bank of the Jordan. They pledge to fight 

ALIYA-BY-ALIYA
SEDRA SUMMARY 

MATOT

The OU Israel Family
is saddened by the passing of
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Condolences to the friends of
Miriam Esris a'h

on her passing
המקום ינחם אתכם בתוך שאר אבלי ציון וירושלים
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with the people. Moshe accepts that pledge; 
because a promise is a promise.

This aspect of vows is part of the philos-
ophy of life that the Torah has created; life 
is service of a higher calling. We are part 
of a people who serve G-d. We are part of 
a larger mission. And hence we need to 
honor our word, one to another, as we have 
a precious society to care for.

But our aliya also emphasizes a man’s 
responsibility to care for the vows of his 
wife and daughters. This is a counterbal-
ance.  We serve our people. But we also 
have our family. Public service gives our 
life a higher purpose. But not at the expense 
of our family. Our primary responsibility is 
to manage our family.  

The Jewish society is going to be a knit-
ted society, one of commitments and caring 
one to another.  Beginning at home.

2nd aliya (31:1-12) Conduct a 
battle of retribution on Midian, 
after which Moshe shall die.  

1,000 soldiers per tribe are led by Pinchas, 
accompanied by the holy vessels and trum-
pets. The leaders of Midian are killed, the 
cities destroyed. All the booty is brought to 
Moshe and Elazar at the plains of Moav, 
opposite Jericho.

War is a messy business. Midian tried to 
ensnare the Jewish men through the Mid-
ianite women. That demands a response.  

True wholesaler from the diamond 
boursa with over 25 years experience

member diamond dealers club
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כ"ו תמוז
יהי זכרה ברוך

Weiner, Miller, Saar & Solomont families
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First, the theme of remaining separate from 
non-Jews. This theme will be repeated by 
Moshe many times in the book of Devarim. 
And second, that we are not just glorified 
animals. Human beings are created in the 
image of G-d.  Food consumption, especially 
with utensils expresses the uniqueness of 
mankind. Hence, food preparation has spe-
cial rules, to remind us of our noble station. 

4th aliya (31:25-41) The vast 
booty is divided. The soldiers 
receive half, the people half.  

The soldiers shall give 1/500th of their booty 
to the Cohanim; the people 1/50th to the 
Leviim. The booty was: 675,000 sheep, 
72,000 cattle, 61,000 donkeys and 32,000 
young people.  The tithes were given.  

The booty is divided equally between 
the soldiers and the rest of the population.  
There were 1,000 soldiers per tribe, 12,000 

What is noteworthy is that this battle is not 
led by Yehoshua. It is led by Pinchas. With 
each tribe equally represented. And led by 
the holy vessels. In a word, it is a holy war.  
It is not retribution that people seek when 
wronged. It is an affront to the Divine. The 
response is a Divine response.  

3rd aliya (31:13-24) Moshe is 
angry that the women have 
been spared, as they were the 

snares in the illicit affairs of Baal Peor. He 
orders their death. Elazar teaches to pass the 
Midianite utensils through fire and through 
water before use (kashering and 
immersing).  

The laws of kashering utensils are intro-
duced here. There is a holiness in food 
preparation; utensils produced or used by 
non-Jews need to be inaugurated into Jew-
ish use. Converted. This expresses 2 ideas. 
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in total. The census last week yielded a total 
population of 601,000. That’s not fair: 12,000 
soldiers get the same as 589,000? Lesson 
learned: Jewish society values its soldiers, 
expressing profound appreciation to them 
with rewards for their service. The benefits 
that our modern Israeli society grants to 
soldiers who serve our country are rooted 
in our Torah. And while a tithe does go to 
the Kohanim and Leviim, those providing 
spiritual strength, it is miniscule compared 
to that given to the soldiers. The Kohanim 
receive 1/500th of the soldier’s half. The 
Leviim 1/50th of the general population’s 
half. We appreciate the contribution of the 
religious leaders while appreciating more 
the contribution of the soldiers.

5th aliya (31:42-54) The leaders of 
the war approach Moshe: no sol-
dier fell in the battle. We shall 

give all the gold and silver booty as an atone-
ment; it numbered 16,750 shekel. It was 
brought to the Ohel Moed as a 
remembrance.

In this very brief narrative lies a beautiful 
gesture. The leaders want to express appre-
ciation that no soldier fell in battle. The 
military leaders are religiously sensitive. 
They express their appreciation through a 
donation to the Ohel Moed. That is exactly 
what the Torah has been advocating. We 
serve our people and our G-d.

6th aliya (32:1-19) The tribes of 
Reuven and Gad have extensive 
flocks, while the region just 

 kerenmalki.org

 02-567-0602

Keren Malki empowers 
families of children 
with special needs in 
Israel to choose home 
care. Donations are 
tax-approved in Israel, 
US and UK.

Honoring the memory of 
Malka Chana Roth הי”ד 
1985-2001, killed in the 
Sbarro bombing.
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but you could possibly do them. For when 
it comes to communications from G-d, you 
are unique, irreplaceable, sui generis, one 
of a kind.

This exchange presents a fundamental 
principle of the Torah: that G-d speaks 
to Moshe in a way that He does not, nor 
will He in the future ever do again with 
anyone else. When Moshe says that people 
come to him seeking G-d, what he means 
is: I have access to G-d. He speaks to me.  
(Speaking to G-d isn’t the trick; the trick is 
when He answers back.) Similarly, when 
Moshe says that he teaches G-d’s law, what 
he means is that G-d communicates those 
laws to him and to no one else.

This could very well be the prime purpose 
of this Yitro story. For, in the very next 
story, the giving of the Torah, the very 
same theme of Moshe’s uniqueness as the 
one to whom G-d speaks is central.

3rd aliya (18:24-27) Moshe heard.  
He chose judges, with only the 
most difficult cases brought to 

him. Moshe sent Yitro home.

It takes an honest leader to accept 
suggestions to improve. Moshe displays his 
honesty and humility – if the suggestion is 
good, embrace it. Just as Yitro accepted the 
news of the Exodus and affirmed One G-d, 
so too, Moshe admits he could improve his 
system. Two men of honesty and humility.

4th aliya (19:1-6) The people 
camped in the Sinai desert oppo-
site the mountain. Moshe as-

cended the mountain.  G-d told him: tell 
the people. If you will listen to Me, keep My 
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conquered has lush grazing Land.  They 
requested of Moshe to settle in this spot. 
Moshe asked rhetorically: your brothers go 
to war and you sit here? You will demoralize 
the people as did the spies into not wanting 
to enter the Land. You saw G-d’s reaction in 
not allowing that generation to enter the 
Land. The tribes of Reuven and Gad offered 
to house their flocks and families in place 
while joining the rest of the people in the 
battles in the Land.

The war with Midian yielded a vast booty 
of animals. The Bnei Reuven and Gad figure 
“if this Land could yield such success, why 
not stay here?” Makes perfect sense. After 
all, this is economically secure and stable.  It 
is not the same as the spies. The spies were 
fearful of taking the Land; which in essence 
was a repudiation of G-d’s promise to cham-
pion our settling the Land. These people are 

merely comfortable in chutz laaretz. The 
grass is greener on this side; why venture to 
the other, the unkown? They don’t question 
whether the Land can be taken; they question 
why give up the good life. Sound familiar?

7th aliya (32:20-42) Moshe agreed 
to the offer of the tribes of Reu-
ven and Gad: they would join the 

battle for the Land and upon its conclusion 
would return to the east bank of the Jordan. 
Moshe informed Yehoshua and Elazar of 
this, instructing them to ensure that all that 
was agreed upon be fulfilled.  The Lands of 
Og and Sichon were divided amongst Gad 
and Reuven, while the region of Gilad was 
given to half of the tribe of Menashe.  

The acquiescence to the request of the 
tribes of Reuven and Gad is surprising.  
Why allow them to stay outside of the 
Land of Israel, settling in the Lands of Og 
and Sichon? It could be due to their com-
mitment. They have voiced their complete 
commitment to the Jewish mission of set-
tling the Land of Israel. They will join the 
battles and only when the Jewish people 
are settled in the Land, will they return to 
the other side of the Jordan. They expressed 
a full commitment to the Jewish mission; 
hence, Moshe agreed to their request to set-
tle the east bank of the Jordan. 

In loving memory of  my dad
“Chief Taka Zees of the 
Gutte Neshamah Tribe”

כה תמוז

In Loving Memory  
of  our parents, grandparents  

and great grandparents

George and Lillian Kranzler z'l
Milton and Miriam Saltzman z"l

and our brothers and uncles

Dr K. Jeffery Kranzler z'l
Dr Leonard I. Kranzler z"l
On the occasions of  their yarhtzeits

They were dedicated to Yiddishkeit  
and instilled in their families a love  

for the Jewish religion and its traditions
May their memories be for a blessing to Klal Yisrael

Jack and Annette Saltzman and Family
Chashmonaim, Israel /Aventura Florida
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Israel’s LEADING and MOST TRUSTED furniture repair company 
Glue with us once and you’ll stick with us forever  

• PERMANENT REGLUING for all your loose & shaky furniture 
• EXPERT SOFA FRAME & RECLINER REPAIR 
• SEAT CORE REPLACEMENT- Remove broken wood seat and replace with much stronger wood 
• CANE SEAT/BACK REPLACEMENT 
• FURNITURE MARKERS - To help you make those small scratches disappear 
• LEG TIPS - For quiet chair movement (your downstairs neighbor will thank you!) 
• TIRED OF HAVING TO CROWD YOUR GUESTS AROUND MULTIPLE TABLES??  

Call us to hear about our heavy-duty table slides to more than double (or even triple!) the current length 
of your table. 

• INSURANCE QUOTES - We handle hundreds of freight damage claims from overseas as well as local 
moves.  

 
WE ARE GROWING AND ARE NOW HIRING – SEE DETAILS ON OUR WEBSITE 

Website: www.thefurnituredoctor.co.il    Email: office@thefurnituredoctor.co.il  
    Phone: 02-999-2418          WhatsApp: 058 787 3755  

 

T

RESTORE YOUR FURNITURE TO HEALTH! 
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ALIYA-BY-ALIYA  
SEDRA SUMMARY

[P> X:Y (Z)] and [S> X:Y (Z)] indicate start 
of a parsha p’tucha or s’tuma. X:Y is 
Perek:Pasuk of the Parsha’s beginning; 

(Z) is the number of p’sukim in the parsha.

Numbers in [square brackets] are the 
Mitzva-count of Sefer HaChinuch AND 
Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot. A=ASEI; 
L=LAV (prohibition). X:Y is the perek & 
pasuk from which the mitzva comes. 

KOHEN FIRST ALIYA 
16+12=28 P'SUKIM-                    

30:2-31:12

[P> 30:2 (16)] "And Moshe spoke to the 
leaders of the Tribes of Israel..." The first 
principle of the topic of Nedarim (vows 
& oaths) is that a person must fulfill the 
terms of his vow and it is prohibited to 
"profane one's word" [407, L157 30:3].

On the other hand, built into the Torah's 
laws are procedures for release from 
vows. These procedures also constitute a 
mitzva, known as HAFARAT N'DARIM [406, 
A95 30:3]. A girl (12-12½ yrs. old - officially 
called a NAARA) who makes a vow can 
have her vows nullified by her father (only 

STATS

MATOT-MAS'EI

SHIUR SPONSORS
Rabbi Adler’s shiur (Sunday, July 19)

 is sponsored לעילוי נשמת 
Dr. Harold B. Reisman z”l
 צבי דוב בן יעקב יהודה ז”ל
on the first yahrzeit כ”ו תמוז
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THE PERSON
 IN THE PARSHA

BY RABBI DR. TZVI HERSH WEINREB
OU Executive Vice President, Emeritus

Breaking 
Promises

It was a typical park bench conversation. 
I hadn’t seen my friend for quite some time, 
and we both were delighted when we ran 
into each other by chance that afternoon.

We shook hands, and withdrew to a bench 
in the shade to spend a few minutes together 
catching up with each other. As is often the 
case in such conversations, we found our-
selves discussing mutual acquaintances with 
whom one or the other of us had lost touch. 
Pretty soon we were discussing Sam.

Sam was a person who had many fine qual-
ities, indeed some outstanding ones. But the 
one that made the biggest impression upon 
my park bench partner and me was Sam’s 
impeccable honesty.

“Once Sam says something,” my pal 
remarked, “he never backs out or changes his 
mind. You can count on him to keep his word.”

Something deep inside of me, perhaps the 
ornery part of me, then spoke up. “Is it always 
a virtue to keep your word and never change 
your mind? Isn’t that a sign of a certain rigid-
ity, which is not always beneficial, and may 
even sometimes be morally wrong?” 

My friend objected. “Surely,” he said, “you 
don’t mean to condone lying.”

At this point, I realized that our idle con-
versation was taking a deeper turn. We were 

beginning to wax philosophical and would 
soon have to resort to a higher level of dis-
course than we had bargained for when we 
initially sat down together.

But before changing the topic of conver-
sation, I was reminded of this week’s Torah 
portion, Matot, and of its opening passages 
which discuss the binding nature of vows 
and promises, and the circumstances under 
which those verbal commitments can be 
annulled. “When a man vows a vow... 
or swears an oath to bind his soul with a 
bond, he shall not break his word; he shall 
do according to all that proceeds out of his 
mouth.” (Numbers 30:3)

The binding quality of one’s promises is 
emphasized by many non-biblical authors. 
The Roman sage Horace writes in his Epistles, 
“Once a word has been allowed to escape, it 
cannot be recalled.” The Spanish novelist, 
Miguel de Cervantes, puts these words in the 
mouth of his hero Don Quixote: “An honest 
man’s word is as good as his bond.”

It is apparent that being true to one’s 
words is a universal ethical standard. The 
Torah, however, while fully supporting the 
binding quality of one’s promises, also rec-
ognizes that there are situations which call 
for the revocation of those promises. Times 
change, circumstances are altered, and a 
reassessment of past commitments is not 
only permitted but is to be commended. 
Blind obedience to one’s past vows can lead 
to disastrous consequences.
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Half of the 209 

apartments are

 already sold.

 Buy now before the 

prices go up!

עוד פרויקט יוקרה
מבית בינה

אוליבה
השקעות ויזמות בע”מ

Hod  Denya
 Jerusalem   Assisted Living

BUY NOW BEFORE IT’S TOO LATE!!

INVESTMENT IN THE FUTURE
You know that apartment prices in Jerusalem have always gone up, way more than 
other cities. Buy now as an investment for you, your children, and the future. Anyone 
can buy, but only active people 60+ can live here.

Congratulations!
We finished constructing our building׳s skeleton framework!

17 floors of luxury apartments and a heated pool on top!
For the active retirees in Jerusalem

ONLY RETIREMENT FACILITY IN JERUSALEM 
THAT YOU OWN COMPLETELY!!
In most residential facilities (“sheltered”), you pay a yearly percentage, and at the 
end you have nothing tangible that’s yours.  Each apartment, currently being built, 
will be owned by you, and is registered  in your name in Tabu. To  eventually give 
to your kids, sell, etc. 

IDEAL LOCATION TO RETIRE
These 209 brand new apartments have everything you want and need. 
The area is near Malcha (21 Golomb St.)

LIVE LIKE YOU ARE IN A HOTEL PERMANENTLY
Heated Swimming Pool, Large Shul, Library, Health Club, Film Room, Cafeteria, Spa, 
Lobby, Lectures and Shiurim.

21 Golomb St., Jerusalem | Find Hod Denya on 
w w w . h o d d e n y a . c o m

For details: 02-5001177

Rabbi  Dr.  N achum Ams el
0522-52-00-31  Namsel@netvision.net . i l



14     TORAH TIDBITS 1477 / MATOT 5782

even one’s promises need to be assessed in the 
light of changing circumstances. When those 
circumstances demand a loosening of the bond 
of verbal commitment, our tradition knows of 
procedures whereby one can be released even 
from his most fervent oaths and vows.

The opening passages of this week’s Torah 
portion recognize this complexity. These 
passages teach that one must be careful 
never to profane or violate his words. But 
they also teach that one’s words need to be 
revisited, re-examined, and reassessed. And 
they teach that, under the guidance of a wise 
and pious chacham, the bonds of words can 
be undone, and the chains of past commit-
ments can be loosened.

There is an additional lesson here, and 
that is the lesson of forgiveness. Sometimes 
human relationships necessitate certain 
reactions. My vow to have nothing to do with 
you may have been based upon the factual 
consideration that your behavior was unde-
sirable and might have a negative effect upon 
me or my family. But I must be ready to say, 
“That was then and this is now.” I must be 
ready to realize that you have changed and 
that now our relationship must change.

And when I realize that, I must re-examine 
my past promises and commitments and be 
ready to undo them. That is the underlying 
concept behind the procedure known as 
hatarat nedarim, the undoing of the bonds 
of words. That is among the messages of this 
week’s Torah portion.

I am sharing these thoughts with you, dear 
reader, but didn’t share them with my park 
bench partner. Certain matters are much too 
important for a park bench. But I am shar-
ing my thoughts with you, and hope you find 
them meaningful. 

Whereas the Torah explicitly grants the 
authority to a father to annul the vows of his 
daughter, and under certain circumstances 
allows a husband to abrogate his wife’s vows, 
our sages recognize that every individual 
must have access to a wise man, a chacham, 
who can help him assess his verbal commit-
ments, and, when justified, release him from 
those commitments.

The classic case of misguided adherence to 
one’s words is the story, narrated in the book 
of Judges chapter 11, of Jephthah (Yiftach). 
He was a great military leader who, when he 
embarked upon a battle against the Ammo-
nites, vowed that if God would grant him 
victory, he would offer “whatever comes out 
of the door of my house... as a burnt offering.” 
Tragically, it was his daughter, his only child, 
who came out to meet him. He felt bound by 
his words and “did to her as he vowed.”

Our sages see his blind obedience to his 
own words as being a result of his ignorance, 
and they do not commend his fidelity to his 
vow. Quite the contrary; our rabbis recognize 
the complexities of life and understand full 
well that situations which call for morality 
can be most ambiguous. 

In certain circumstances, a sense of being 
bound by one’s promises is an example of 
integrity and honesty of the highest order. But 

NACHI REALTY 054-461-3943
In a recently finished tama 38 building 
in Baka close to Emek Refaim - 4 rooms. 
good shape 2.99m shekel for sale or  
7,400 for rent
Great Investment! 2 rooms under 
construction in a prime location. Shabbat 
Elevator & Mirpeset. Only 1.67m shekel
For Rent - Alfasi street in Rechavia, 4 rooms, 
95m, Beautifully renovated & furnished, 
private entrance, ground floor 11,000NIS
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magnicent view! NIS 3,000,000.
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For sale: 
Talbieh  
Jerusalem
4 room apartment on Mendele, 
partially renovated, full bathroom 
+ toilet, 1st floor, elevator, private 
parking, situated 
on a beautiful 
Jerusalem style & 
quiet street. 
Excellent location 
close to  hotels, 
Shuls, parks, 
public transport 
and more...

For more information please call 

Dina 0544978133
Exclusive to Dina Real Estate
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Oaths and Vows
The parsha of Matot begins with a passage 

about vows and oaths and their annulment. It 
uses vocabulary that was later to be adopted 
and adapted for Kol Nidrei, the annulment of 
vows on the eve of Yom Kippur. Its position 
here, though – near the end of the book of 
Numbers – is strange.

The Torah has been describing the last 
stages in the Israelites’ journey to the Prom-
ised Land. The command has been given to 
divide the land by lot between the tribes. 
Moses has been told by God to prepare for 
his death. He asks God to appoint a succes-
sor, which He does. The role goes to Joshua, 
Moses’ apprentice for many years. The 
narrative then breaks off to make way for 
an extended account of the sacrifices to be 
brought on the various days of the year. Fol-
lowing that comes the section with which 
parshat Matot begins, about vows and oaths. 

Why is it here? There is a superficial 

answer. There is a verbal link with the pen-
ultimate verse of the previous parsha: “These 
shall you offer to the Lord on your festivals, in 
addition to your vows and your freewill offer-
ings” (Num. 29:39). Having mentioned vows, 
the Torah now states the laws that apply to 
them. That is one explanation.

However there is another answer, one that 
goes to the very heart of the project on which 
the Israelites were about to embark once 
they had crossed the Jordan and conquered 
the land. One problem, perhaps the problem, 
to which the Torah is an answer is: Can free-
dom and order coexist in the human sphere? 
Can there be a society which is both free and 
just at the same time? The Torah sets out for 
us the other alternatives. There can be free-
dom and chaos. That was the world full of 
violence before the Flood. And there can be 
order without freedom. That was the Egypt 
from which the Israelites were liberated. Is 
there a third alternative? And if so, how is it 
created? 

The answer the Torah gives has to do with 
language. Recall that it was with language 
that God created the world: “And God said, 

לעילוי נשמות

פנחס בן יעקב אשר וגולדה בת ישראל דוד אייז ע״ה

עזריאל בן אריה לייב ומעניה בת יצחק שרטר ע״ה

Dedicated by  
Dr. Robert Sreter DDS., M.S.

Thoughts on the Weekly Parsha from 
RABBI LORD JONATHAN SACKS ZT"L

Former Chief Rabbi of the 
United Hebrew Congregations of the Commonwealth

  COVENANT & 
CONVERSATION  

May the learning of these Divrei Torah be לעילוי נשמת 

HaRav Ya'akov Zvi ben David Arieh zt"l 

Every  person  who was not born in Israel 
and lives in the Holy Land should celebrate 

his/her ALIYANNIVERSARY annually! 
REMEMBER! WITH ALIYAH BLESSINGS! 

The NEAMANS
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Let there be…and there was….” One of the 
first gifts God gave humanity was language. 
When the Torah says that “God formed man 
from the dust of the land and breathed the 
breath of life into his nostrils, and the man 
became a living being” (Gen. 2:7), the Tar-
gum translates the last phrase as “and man 
became a speaking being.” For Judaism, 
speaking is life itself.

However, Judaism is particularly interested 
in one unusual use of language. The Oxford 
philosopher J. L. Austin called it “performa-
tive utterance.”1 This happens when we use 
language not to describe something but to do 
something. So, for instance, when a groom 
says to his bride under the chupah, “Behold 
you are betrothed to me,” he is not describing 
a marriage, he is getting married. When in 
ancient times the Beit Din declared the New 
Moon, they were not making a statement of 
fact. They were creating a fact, they were 
turning the day into the New Moon.

The key example of a performative utter-
ance is a promise. When I promise you that 
I will do something, I am creating something 
that did not exist before, namely an obliga-
tion. This fact, small though it might seem, is 
the foundation of Judaism.

A mutual promise – X pledges himself to do 
certain things for Y, and Y commits himself 
to do other things for X – is called a covenant, 
and Judaism is based on covenant, specifi-
cally the covenant made between God and 

1  J. L. Austin, How to Do Things with 
Words (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1975).
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For Sale in Jerusalem, Ramot B, 
Amazing cottage with stunning 
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and our next step will be to plant a fruit 
tree. I never thought of myself as being the 
agricultural type, but the feeling of settling 
and planting a portion of Eretz Yisrael, has 
been truly euphoric. Iy”H, when we plant 
our tree, and eat the fruits that will grow 
one day, I think we will be able to truly 
appreciate that unique Kedusha found in 
the fruit of Eretz Yisrael!

To conclude, when you buy your Tu B'shvat 
fruit this year, don’t search for those dried 
apricots and banana chips imported from 
Turkey. Rather, head over to the fresh 
produce and buy yourself some nice juicy 
Kedusha-filled Jaffa oranges and thank 
Hashem for bringing you to this land in 
order to be able to לאכול מפריה ולשבע מטובה, 
imbibing that Kedusha in every bite that 
you take!! 
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of how animals will behave. But we cannot 
tell in advance how humans will react. How 
then can we create an orderly society with-
out taking away people’s freedom?

The answer is the act of promising. When I 
promise to do something, I am freely placing 
myself under an obligation to do something 
in the future. If I am the kind of person who 
is known to keep his word, I have removed 
one element of unpredictability from the 
human world. You can rely on me, since 
I have given my word. When I promise, I 
voluntarily bind myself. It is this ability of 
humans to voluntarily commit themselves 
to do, or refrain from doing, certain acts that 
generates order in the relations between 
human beings without the use of coercive 
force.3

“When a man makes a vow to the Lord or 
takes an oath binding himself to an obliga-
tion, he must not break his word; whatever 
he speaks, that he must fulfil” (Num. 30:3). 
It is no accident that this, the second verse 
of parshat Matot, is stated shortly before 
the Israelites approach the Promised Land. 
The institution of promising, of which vows 
and oaths to God are a supreme example, is 
essential to the existence of a free society. 
Freedom depends upon people keeping their 
word.

One instance of how this plays out in real 

3  Hannah Arendt, The Human Condi-
tion (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 
1958), pp. 243–44.

the Israelites at Mount Sinai, which bound 
them and still to this day binds us. In human 
history, it is the supreme case of a performa-
tive utterance.

Two philosophers understood the signif-
icance of the act of promising to the moral 
life. One was Nietzsche. This is what he said:

To breed an animal with the prerogative 
to promise – is that not precisely the para-
doxical task which nature has set herself 
with regard to humankind? Is it not the 
real problem of humankind?…Man himself 
will really have to become reliable, regular, 
necessary, even in his own self-image, so 
that he, as someone making a promise is, is 
answerable to his own future! That is pre-
cisely what constitutes the long history of 
the origins of responsibility.2

The other was Hannah Arendt, who in 
essence explained what Nietzsche meant. 
Human affairs are fraught with unpredict-
ability. That is because we are free. We do 
not know how other people will behave or 
how they will respond to an act of ours. So 
we can never be sure of the consequences 
of our own decisions. Freedom seems to rob 
the human world of order. We can tell how 
inanimate objects will behave under differ-
ent conditions. We can be reasonably sure 

2  Friedrich Nietzsche, On the Genealogy 
of Morality, trans. Carol Diethe and ed. Keith 
Ansell-Pearson (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge 
University Press, 2007), pp. 35–36.
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Tribute to  
the Trio

In a deeply powerful scene, Moshe 
Rabbeinu is found with his hands 
held high on top of the mountain 

praying for the people gripped in 
a raging battle with Amalek below. 
Ahron and Chur stood on either side of 
Moshe Rabbeinu holding his hands aloft 
(Shemot 17;10).  Rashi teaches that Chur 
was the son of Moshe’s sister, Miriam. 
What more do we know about Chur? 
What is the symbolism of his joining 
with Ahron to support the hands of 
Moshe Rabbeinu?

Rabbi Roberts in Through the Prism of 
Torah explains that Ahron and Chur 
personified contrasting character traits.  
Ahron was a peacemaker, he constantly 
looked for ways to create harmony 
among his people. Indeed, he was 
ready to compromise his own values 
to achieve this goal, as we see in the 
story of the sin of the golden calf. Chur, 

on the other hand, was a person who 
stood strong in his values, unbending 
and resolute in his beliefs. Chazal 
teach that Chur tried to challenge the 
people when they wanted to build the 
calf and they subsequently killed him. 
Chur, a descendent of Yehudah, was a 
person who was inflexible and strong 
like a lion. Truly, a combination of both 
qualities is necessary. In interpersonal 
relationships it is wise to follow Ahron’s 
path, to compromise and make peace 
whenever possible. However, in the 
service of Hashem and reinforcing kevod 
shamayim, one needs to follow Chur’s 
example and be resolute in his values. 
These two special people joined Moshe 
Rabbeinu to activate the merits of these 
approaches as he implored Hashem to 
have mercy on His people and vanquish 
Amalek, physically and spiritually.

For Sale - Gorgeous apartment in Old Katamon
In a unique Old Arab style building - Spacious 110sqm, 
4 room apartment with Sukah balcony, Shabbat 
elevator, parking & large separate storage room. lots of 
character, excellent condition, central A/C Truly one 
of a kind! 5,280,000nis
For Sale – Old Katamon, Negba st., 1st floor, Arab 
house, 4 rooms, (total about 160m), high standard of 
renovation, Sukkah porch, 2 full bathrooms + guest 
bathroom, central a/c, elevator, parking, small machsan, 
asking $2,550,000
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life appears later in the parsha. Two of the 
tribes, Reuben and Gad, decide that they 
would rather live to the east of the Jordan 
where the land is more suitable for their 
livestock. After a fraught conversation with 
Moses, who accuses them of shirking their 
responsibilities to the rest of the people, they 
agree to be on the front lines of the army 
until the conquest of the land is complete. 
Everything depends on their keeping their 
word.

All social institutions in a free society 
depend on trust, and trust means honouring 
our promises, doing what we say we will do. 
When this breaks down, the very future of 
freedom is at risk. There is a classic example 
of this in Tanach. It appears in the book of 
Jeremiah, where the Prophet is describing 
the society of his time, when people could no 
longer be trusted to keep their word:

They bend their tongues like bows; 
They are valorous in the land for treach-

ery, not for honesty; 
They advance from evil to evil. 
They do not heed Me – declares the Lord. 
Beware of your friends; 
Trust not even a brother, 
For every one of them is a deceiver, and 

every friend a slanderer. 
Friend deceives friend, and no one speaks 

the truth. 
They have taught their tongues to lie; they 

weary themselves with sinning. 
You live in the midst of deceit; in their 

deceit they refuse to heed Me – declares the 
Lord. (Jer. 9:2–5)

02-376-1257 1-917-341-4586
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Covenant and Conversation 5782 is kindly 
supported by the Maurice Wohl Charita-
ble Foundation in memory of Maurice and 
Vivienne Wohl z”l.These weekly teach-
ings from Rabbi Sacks  zt"l are part of 
the ‘Covenant & Conversation’ series on 
the weekly Torah reading. Read more on  
www.rabbisacks.org.

citizenship should not be extended to atheists 
because, not believing in God, they could not 
be trusted to honour their word.4

Understanding this, we can now appreci-
ate that the appearance of laws about vows 
and oaths at the end of the book of Numbers, 
as the Israelites are approaching the land of 
Israel, is no accident, and the moral is still 
relevant today. A free society depends on 
trust. Trust depends on keeping your word. 
That is how humans imitate God – by using 
language to create. Words create moral obli-
gations, and moral obligations, undertaken 
responsibly and honoured faithfully, create 
the possibility of a free society.

So never break a promise. Always do what 
you say you are going to do. If we fail to keep 
our word, eventually we will lose our free-
dom. 

4  John Locke, A Letter Concerning Tol-
eration (1689).

That was the condition of a society that 
was about to lose its freedom to the Babylo-
nians. It never fully recovered.

If trust breaks down, social relationships 
break down. Society will then depend on law 
enforcement agencies or some other use of 
force. When force is widely used, society is 
no longer free. The only way free human 
beings can form collaborative and coopera-
tive relationships without recourse to force is 
by the use of verbal undertakings honoured 
by those who make them.

Freedom needs trust. Trust needs people 
to keep their word, and keeping your word 
means treating words as holy, vows and 
oaths as sacrosanct. Only under very special 
and precisely formulated circumstances can 
you be released from your undertakings. 
That is why, as the Israelites approached the 
Holy Land where they were to create a free 
society, they had to be reminded of the sacred 
character of vows and oaths.

The temptation to break your word when it 
is to your advantage to do so can sometimes 
be overwhelming. That is why belief in God 
– a God who oversees all we think, say, and 
do, and who holds us accountable to our 
commitments – is so fundamental. Although 
it sounds strange to us now, the father of tol-
eration and liberalism, John Locke, held that 

Flying Soon?
Travel with Confidence
1UniTravel - Medical Insurance  

at great prices Choose from multiple options

1unitravel.brokersnexus.com
1UniSim - Sims for USA and Worldwide 

Starting at $40
sales@1unisim.com

Call 077-400-3199 or  
USA 718-715-0001

MAXI B Xo
053-7272-815

בס״ד

Storage 
Your place for extra space
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Call for your appointment 
at our clinic.

Dr. Mitchell Rudy D.D.S.  
Over 20 years of sensitive diagnosis 
and patient care

Dr. Marina Biber D.M.D. 
Specialist in oral rehabilitation

When it comes to 
specialty dental 

treatments, 
you need 

Exper(t) care. 

Meet our leading specialists

Professionalism and service 
You can trust.

Dr. Ariel Hirschhorn, D.M.D. 
Senior specialist in oral and 
maxillofacial surgery at Sheba 
Medical Center

Dr. Yaakov Mizrahi, D.M.D., Sc.B 
Expertise in treating high-risk 
patients and complex cases

www.exper.co.il
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 

SEALING SERVICES

Beautiful, spacious 4 room 
luxury unit, 2.5 baths, 
2 �oor, Shabbat elevator,
large succa terrace, 
storage + 
covered parking. 

Exclusive!
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& EVA AVIAD REALTY
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda
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B'CHODSHO

BY RABBI SHMUEL GOLDIN
Faculty, OU Israel
Rabbi Emeritus, Congregation Ahavath 
Torah, Englewood NJ

Nechama
The journey is powerfully familiar to us, 

carefully choreographed to touch our hearts 
each year…

Three weeks of aveilut, mourning, lead 
to the mournful day of Tisha B’Av; and, 
then, seven weeks of nechama, consolation, 
follow…

And yet, upon consideration, isn’t this pre-
determined journey counterproductive?

What is the nature of the nechama, 
consolation, offered to us in the aftermath 
of our Tisha B’Av observance?

What comfort can be gained as we exit the 
saddest day of the year; only to confront an 
unchanged world?

And, if we are automatically “consoled” 
upon exiting Tisha B’Av; how effective was 
Tisha B’Av, itself? 

How deeply did we really mourn the 
destruction of the Temple if we can 
afterwards achieve “comfort” in a world still 
absent the full geulah?

Compounding our questions is an issue 
rising out of the Torah text, itself. The Torah’s 
repeated use of the term nachem does not seem 
to relate to the concept of consolation, at all.

To cite two examples:
In describing God’s reaction to the 

corruption of Noach’s generation, the 
Torah states: “Vayinachem HaShem ki asa 
et ha’adam ba’aretz, vayit’atzev el libo, “and 

God reconsidered having made man on 
earth, and He grieved to His heart.”

The use of the term vayinachem in this 
sentence is difficult to understand. God, at 
this point, is clearly troubled, not consoled, 
by his creation of man.

The verb is again found both in Moshe’s 
pleas for forgiveness following the Sin of 
the Golden Calf and in HaShem’s reaction 
to those pleas. 

Moshe beseeches: Shuv mai’charon 
apecha, v’hi’nachem al ha’ra’a l’amecha, 
“Turn from Your powerful anger and 
reconsider concerning the evil against Your 
people.” 

God reacts: Vayinachem HaShem al 
ha’ra’ah asher dibeir la’asot l’amo, “And God 
reconsidered concerning the evil that He 
declared He would do to His people.”

Once again, the application of the word 
nachem seems to have little to do with the 
concept of consolation.

What, then, is the true meaning of the term 
Nechama? And, what exactly are we meant 
to achieve during the Shiva D’Nechemta, the 
Seven Weeks of Consolation? 

Finally, on an even broader scale, what 
is the general nature of “consolation” in 
Jewish thought? According to our tradition, 
how can one find nechama in the aftermath 
of personal or national tragedy?

A beautiful resolution to our issues 
is suggested by an approach I heard 
many years ago in the name of Rabbi 

MIDEI CHODESH
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Joseph Soloveitchik. In a striking step, 
the Rav maintains that consolation is not 
the antithesis of mourning. In fact, the 
opposite is true. Nechama is a fundamental 
component of aveilut, the Jewish process of 
mourning, itself. 

Consolation, this Rav explains, is not a 
passive state marked by the absence of 
sorrow. Instead, nechama is actively reached 
when an individual truly accepts, and is 
prepared to deal with, a new reality.

Each stage of Judaism’s guided mourning 
process is designed to move a mourner 
towards increased acceptance of a world 
dramatically transformed; a world in which 
the physical presence of a loved one has 
been replaced by cherished memories. 

The pain of loss remains. This truth is 
inescapable, and any attempt to deny it is 
destructive…

Amazing 5 room Penthouse in the
City Center, minutes walk to 
The Great Synagogue. 350 sqm +
150 sqm balconies facing
breathtaking views of the Old City
and Temple Mount. Luxury
residence with 24/7 doorman,
elegant lobby, 3 elevators (inc.
Shabbat), swimming pool, gym and
more, 2 private parking spots and a
storage room. 
Jonas Halfon: 054-700-9518

JHOMES -  8 KING DAVID STREET,  JERUSALEM
IFTAH & YOAV BEN DAYAN, OWNERS

בס"ד

Beautiful 3 room furnished
apartment in a luxury
residence in the City Center,
near Independence Park. 70
sqm on ground floor, private
parking and a big storage
room. Semi Olympic
swimming pool, gym,
doorman 24/7, spa, cinema,
playroom and more. Iftah
Ben Dayan: 052-634-1241

Beautiful 3 room Garden
apartment in Ganei Zion
Residence, Katamon. 69 sqm
plus 101 sqm private garden.
Modern building with double
parking, storage room and an
elevator. Quiet and pleasant
apartment, Lidor Harush:
054-535-7104
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What hopefully changes, however, is the 
mourner’s response to that pain. Slowly, the 
mourner becomes more capable of living in 
a world accompanied by loss; comforted by 
the realization that loved ones live on, not 
only in a spiritual world beyond our ken, but 
in the lives of those who keep their memory 
alive in this world, as well. 

Slowly, the goal of the entire mourning 
process, consolation, is achieved…

Armed with our new understanding of 
consolation, we can discern a consistent 
pattern in the Torah’s seemingly diverse 
application of the verb nachem. In each case 
cited above, and in other similar cases, the 
Torah uses the term to indicate responses to 
newly emerging realities. In Noach’s time, 
God confronts the developing actuality of 
civilization’s corruption; and prepares to 
respond forcefully to that reality, through 
the global flood and the creation of a “new 
world.” In the aftermath of the Golden Calf, 
Moshe beseeches HaShem to respond to 
the new facts created by the nation’s sin 
and repentance, through the creation of 
yet another new reality; Divine forgiveness. 
In return, HaShem heeds Moshe’s pleas, 
responding to the Nation’s teshuva with the 
innovation of such forgiveness.

And, based on this definition of Nechama, 
the mandate of the Shiva D’Nechemta, the 
“Seven [Weeks] of Consolation” becomes 
clearer, as well. Nachamu, Nachamu ami; 
amar Elokeichem, “the prophet Yeshayahu 
proclaims in the haftara launching this 

period. “Be consoled, be consoled, My 
people; says your God.” Far from simple 
words of reassurance, this declaration 
emerges as a powerful challenge. 

Achieve consolation, achieve consolation, 
My people, Yeshayahu declares, in God’s 
name. Find a way to respond to the new 
reality before you.

Like the mourner emerging from a 
period of personal aveilut, we emerge from 
Tisha B’Av, to confront a changed world. 
The Temple has been destroyed for us 
anew, and we must deal with that reality. 
Before us looms the dual task of living in 
a world without the Beit HaMikdash and, 
simultaneously, carving out a path towards 
its rebuilding. That path will only be shaped 
through the correction of the sins that led 
to the Temple’s destruction; through the 
perfection of our personal and national 
lives. This is the message of the Shiva 
D’Nechemta, as we travel from Tisha B’Av 
to the Yamim Noraim.

And, who knows… If this message is heard; 
if we succeed in responding properly to the 
yearly reality created for us by Tisha B’Av; 
if we achieve true consolation through the 
shaping of new, better life paths; perhaps next 
year’s Tisha B’Av will finally be transformed 
from a day immersed in sorrow into a day of 
celebration and joy. 

רפואה שלמה...
• Miriam Tovah Chaya bat  

Chanah Elisheva Rivka
•Yosef Ezriel ben Chaya Michal

• AFS
 • שרה שרינא בת שמחה

 • שלמה בן אסתר 
 • יהונתן בן מחלה

• נפתלי הרץ בן סינה רייזל

TRANSFER YOUR OLD FILM/VIDEO's
(All formats) In Quality to Digital
Preserve Family History from Fading

Michael 052.286.8626
Photography with feeling

Facebook.com/L'Dorot Photography
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5 rooms | 3 Bathrooms | 230 sqm
• Private house on the prestigious HaGilgal Street.
• A unique house with an amazing view, built at the 
highest level.

• With air conditioning, Mamad (ממ"ד), sukkah balcony.
• With a lot area of 500 sqm.
• Private parking.
• Brokerage fee: 2% + VAT

• Project under construction opposite Gan Sacher.
• Possession within 24 months.
• 2-room apartments starting from 

2,715,000 NIS, includes parking and storage unit.
• 3-room apartments starting from 

2,770,000 NIS, includes parking and storage unit.
• 4-room apartments starting from 

3,750,000 NIS, includes parking and storage unit.
• Garden apartment still available.
• Flexible payment plan.

5.5 rooms | 2nd floor out of 2 | 140 sqm 
Spectacular penthouse, one of a kind, on one level! 
In an authentic arab building, with high ceilings, 
a roof terrace with a panoramic view overlooking 
Jerusalem. The penthouse covers 140 sqm, with a 
sukkah balcony, and a roof terrace. Big and spacious 
rooms. Rare Jerusalem view, with lots of light. Mamad 
 Pastoral environment, in a quiet and pleasant .(ממ"ד)
area, close to the Jerusalem Theater, Emek Refaim, 
Shtiblach, cafes, parks, and more.  
Brokerage fee: 2% + VAT

Mordechai: 052-720-3089

Tehila: 050-420-5333

Noa: 052-870-2387

2,715,000 NISStarting from

7,800,000 NIS

Hagilgal 47, Ma'ale Adumim

Ben Zvi Blvd., Jerusalem

5,200,000 NIS

NOAM HOMES'S NEWESTS EXCLUSIVITIES:

Penthouse in Old Katamon
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HAPPY
Passover

NACHLAOT

Great Investment 
Property,

devided into 3 units!

Beautiful 5 room 
duplex, built to a 
high standard!

Lot with unique villa 
with Apartment 
Complex and 

private garden! 
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room Home with 
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Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh
Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org
Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

 RABBI SHALOM
ROSNER

Curbing Anger
In this week’s parsha, Hashem instructs 

Moshe to go to battle with Midyan, in revenge 
for having caused Bnei Yisrael to sin with 
Ba’al Peor. Moshe relays the directive to the 
people who go to battle with Midyan. When 
they return from battle, Moshe realizes that 
Bnei Yisrael only destroyed the males of 
Midyan but took the women and children 
captive. The very same women who engaged 
in promiscuous activity with members of Am 
Yisrael and caused them to sin with Ba’al 
Peor, which resulted in a plague! Moshe is 
very upset with this result. The Torah states: 
א֔וֹת  ֵר֣י ַהמֵּ ֲאָלִפים֙ ְושָׂ ֵר֤י הָֽ קּוֵד֣י ֶהָחִ֑יל שָׂ ֔ה ַע֖ל פְּ ַויְִּקצֹ֣ף משֶׁ

ל־ כָּ יֶת֖ם  ִחיִּ הַֽ ֑ה  ֲאֵליֶה֖ם משֶׁ ַוּיֹ֥אֶמר  ה.  ְלָחמָֽ ַהמִּ ָב֥א  ִמצְּ ִא֖ים  ַהבָּ

ה?)במדבר לא: יד-טו(  ְנֵקבָֽ

Moshe became angry with the officers of 
the army, the commanders of thousands and the 
commanders of hundreds, who had returned 
from the campaign of war. Moshe said to them, 
Did you allow all the females to live?

The Oznayim L’torah inquires as to why 
the Torah repeats Moshe’s name here.  First 
we are told that Moshe is upset, then the 
Torah repeats that Moshe speaks. ...ויקצף משה 

 The Torah could have simply .ויאמר אליהם משה
stated ויאמר אליהם – that he said- and it would 
be understood that Moshe was speaking, as 
he is the subject in the previous sentence. 
Why the need to repeat his name? 

Perhaps we can derive a significant lesson 

from this repetition. There was a break 
between Moshe’s immediate feeling of anger 
and the moment that he spoke.  Moshe did 
not address the nation in the heat of the 
moment. He waited a little for his anger to 
subside and then he spoke to them. This 
is highlighted by the use of the word ויאמר 
which is typically identified as a softer form 
of speech as compared to וידבר.   

In the midst of experiencing anger, a per-
son does not always act rationally. Moshe 
took a breath, gathered himself and then 
spoke to the people. That is why his name is 
repeated a second time. To emphasize that it 
is not the same Moshe in his state of anger, 
who addressed the nation. It was Moshe 
in a peaceful state of mind who spoke in a 
respectful manner.  

Several ba’ale mussar speak of a hassid 
who when he got angry would put on his 
designated “anger coat”, which he kept in 
his attic.  He purposely kept it there so that 
when he was angry, he would have to walk 
up three flights of stairs to get his coat, and 
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after the tireless climb up all those stairs, his 
true anger would subside.

The Rambam suggests that when it comes 
to behavior, people should avoid extremes 
and steer towards the middle path. Yet when 
it comes to anger – the Rambam states in 
Hilchot Deot 2:3 that one should go to an 
extreme to avoid getting angry, as anger 
causes one to lose their senses.  

During the three weeks as we recall the 
destruction of the Batei Hamikdash due to 
sinat chinam, we should contemplate ways 
of improving our relationships with our 
family and friends and being more tolerant 
of others who may have differing views or 
hashkafot. We ought to consider the way we 
react to others. If we get angry, which can 
happen, we should follow Moshe’s lead and 
take a “break”. Try not to react immediately 
while in the heat of the moment, so as not 
to say something we may later regret.  As is 
stated in the Talmud:  
ובכעסו.   ובכיסו  בכוסו   - ניכר  אדם  דברים  בשלושה 

)עירובין סה:(

Three things are very telling about a person, 
the way he acts when he drinks, contributes to 
charity and the way he reacts when angry. 

May we be able to interact in a positive 
manner with each other so that we may be 
zoche to a geula shlema bimhera biyamenu!  

מט״י
ירושלים
מרכז טיפוח יזמות

מעלו״ת מרכז עסקי 
לעולים חדשים 
אגף ליזמות עסקיתותושבים חוזרים
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Want to establish or expand a business? We 
are here to help!

We offer you the most professional and 
comprehensive toolbox for promoting your 
business, including: consultation, profitability 
testing, workshops, assistance in getting 
funding, writing a business plan, participation 
in conferences, and more. 

Visit for advice from the best mentors and to 
take part in workshops on a variety of topics: 
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business networking and more. 

Through Maalot Jerusalem, the Business 
Entrepreneurship Division of the Ministry of 
Aliyah and Integration provides you with a 
unique and subsidized package of benefits 
to ensure the success of your business. 

MAALOT Business Center for New 
Immigrants and Returning Residents
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up to 10 years in the country and returning 
residents up to two years, for the purpose 
of establishing a business or expanding an 
existing business and are conditional on the 
approval of eligibility by the Ministry of Aliyah 
and Integration.

Grow Old With Me - 
The Best Is Yet To Be — 

Looking for that special Man 60-70 
to spend my life with, Torah Centered  

but also Secular.
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Financially Independent. I am a Real 
Person with depth, sensitivity and talent. 

Contact findingmatch18@gmail.com
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REBBETZIN SHIRA
SMILES Faculty, OU Israel Center

Midyan 
Menace

“Hashem spoke to Moshe, “Take revenge 
for the people of Israel against the Midian-
ites. Then you shall [die and] be gathered 
to your people.”” (Bamidbar 31:1-2) Moshe 
Rabbeinu is commanded to wage war 
against Midyan for sending their women 
to seduce the Jews to sin and causing the 
deaths of 24, 000 people. After this war, 
Moshe would be taken from this world. 
What is the connection between this war 
and Moshe Rabbeinu’s death?

The Ketav Sofer notes that we find here 
an example of “teshuvat hamishkal”, a way 
of doing teshuvah that involves doing an act 
commensurate with the misdeed to rectify 
it. When the Jewish people complained they 
had no water, Moshe Rabbeinu castigated 
them calling them “rebels!” (Bamidbar 20:10), 
displaying an insensitivity to their plight. He 

reprimanded them without showing suffi-
cient concern for their thirst. Now, Moshe 
Rabbeinu has an opportunity to show com-
passion to Am Yisrael by waging war against 
the Midyanites who caused them grievous 
spiritual and physical harm. Thus, Moshe 
Rabbeinu can make amends for his error 
before he departs from this world.

Rav Bick in Chayei Moshe explains that 
one overarching goal in this war was to slay 
Bilam the sorcerer. It was crucial, he says, 
that Bilam die before Moshe Rabbeinu. 
These two individuals were the greatest 
prophets that ever lived: Moshe for the Jew-
ish people and Bilam for the other nations. 
Had Bilam out lived Moshe Rabbeinu, peo-
ple might think that his koach prevailed, 
that his extraordinary oratory skill made 
him great. However, with Bilam’s demise at 
the age of 36, it was clear that Moshe was 
the greater of the two; a prophet’s endur-
ing character is his self-development and 
lifetime work to elevate his physical self to 
higher spiritual heights.

050-4455975www.talclean.co.il

ניקוי ספות
Sofa cleaningPolishing &

renewing of decks Carpet cleaningCleaning of
offices and Shuls

פוליש ניקוי מבנים ניקוי שטיחים
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We find a different approach from the 
Netivot Shalom.Although it was Moshe 
Rabbeinu’s time to leave this world, it was 
also imperative that he be involved in the 
war against Midyan. As the Netivot Shalom 
explains, this war with Midyan was not like 
any other battle the Jews fought. Chazal teach 
us that not only were 1,000 tzadikim from 
each tribe sent to the battlefront and another 
1,000 tzadikim from each tribe davened for 
their success, but Pinchas took the Holy Ark 
out to the front line as well. This was a war of 
tremendous spiritual magnitude. Both Bilam 
and Balak were great sorcerers determined 
to destroy the entire Jewish nation. Since the 
war was being fought in both physical and 
spiritual arenas, it was imperative that Moshe 
Rabbeinu, the epitome of kedushah, be pres-
ent to counter Bilam, the klipah of impurity. 
It is not insignificant that the Torah goes into 
enormous detail listing all the spoils of war 
and how it was divided. The spoils, says the 
Netivot Shalom, contained sparks of impurity 
that needed to be elevated to holiness.

Rav Yosef Salant in Be’er Yosef explains 
that this war had to take place in Moshe’s 
lifetime for a similar reason. It was an oppor-
tunity for Moshe to impart the message, “it 
is a greater transgression to induce another 
to sin, than to physically take another’s life” 
(Midrash Tanchuma Pinchas 4). Look how 
we must react when our very essence is 
threatened! Soon, Moshe would no longer 
lead them and they would encounter many 
different nations who would try and influ-
ence them to integrate into their cultures. 
Thus, they had to be aware of the inherent 
spiritual dangers they would face and be 
ready to defend their values and preserve 
their sanctity. 

OU ISRAEL CENTER         55

BY MENACHEM PERSOFF     
Special Projects Consultant, OU Israel Center
mpersoff@ou.org

“TzviAir is a pleasure to 
work with and did an 
amazing job!”
– Jamie Geller, Celebrity Chef

AIR CONDITIONING 
SALES & SERVICE

02-628-8282 | tzviair.com 

Tel/Whats App +972 50 446 9515
toviyah@israel-properties.com
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Views of the Mediterranean Sea, 
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Hedva, Elazar, Oz and Osnat.

At home they absorbed the ideological language 
that led to the settling of the land.

17 yaers after the uprooting...
 What happened to the ideological language?

Have the same values been preserved?
Has the disengagement changed their 

prespectives in life?
This is not just a movie about Gush Katif,

 this is a  movie about us!

The program is geared for men, 
women and youth and will be 

conducted in Hebrew, with English subtitles.

For more information: 
Lisa Goldenhersh - 050-575-5436

Monday, evening, Aug. 1st at 8:00 pm
Beit Knesset Dati Leumi

Rechov Chai Taib 22, Har  Nof,  Jerusalem

50 sh minimum donation to
 The Gush Katif Bride Project 

Shekel donations: https://tiny.cc/vaadkatif9 
Dollar donations: www.all4israel.org

 

מורשת ישראלמורשת ישראל
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Zionism Lecture Series
Join the Nefesh B'Nefesh Zionist Education Initiative for an exciting series 
exploring the past, present and future of Zionism.

Lectures presented by
Rabbi Uri Pilichowski
Senior Educator, Nefesh B'Nefesh  
Zionist Education Initiative

For more information about this series, 
please visit www.theisraelcalendar.org

Every Sunday in July!

10:00AM

Nefesh B'Nefesh Aliyah Campus 
10 Sderot Yitzchak Rabin, Jerusalem

www.theisraelcalendar.org

Visit The Nefesh B'Nefesh 
Israel Calendar to explore 
English-language events taking 
place all over the country! 
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Mashpiah, OU-NCSY
Executive Director, Camp HASC
Author of Baderech: Along the Path of Teshuva (Mosaica 2021)

 RABBI JUDAH
MISCHEL

The Steadfast 
Queen

Once, a king chose a wife, giving her a ketu-
bah filled with gifts, love and the promise of 
a wonderful future together. Soon after their 
wedding, however, the king was compelled to 
travel to the farthest end of the world, beyond 
the sea. A long time passed with not even a 
word from the king. Nonetheless, she tena-
ciously held onto the belief that he would one 
day return. She would dress in her beauti-
ful garments and spend hours sitting on the 
balcony or the front porch, gazing into the 
distance, whispering his name.
ֵאינוֹ  ׁשּוב   … אוָֹתּה  ַמְקִניטוֹת  ְוָהיּו  ֶאְצָלה  ֵכנוֶֹתיָה  שְׁ ִנְכְנסּו 

חוֵֹזר ָעַלִיְך, ְוָהְיָתה ּבוָֹכה ּוִמְתַאנַַּחת,

The queen’s friends and her confidants 
belittled and taunted her: “How long will you 
hold onto your false hopes? Can’t you see that 
he has abandoned you?”

When she felt sharply alone or distressed, 
she would retreat to her private inner cham-
ber, and cry and writhe in bitterness. She 
would then take out the ketubah that her 
husband the king had given her at their 
wedding, clutch it to her heart, kiss it, and 
read and reread his promises. When she 
embraced that scroll, she somehow felt that 
she was embracing him. Her faith was thus 
nourished and she gained strength, consola-
tion and hope.

One day, without warning, the king 
returned to the palace and found his long-suf-
fering, loyal wife waiting for him there on the 
porch! They fell upon each other’s necks and 
wept together for a long time. י ֲאִני תִּ  ָאַמר ָלּה, בִּ

ִנים ל אוָֹתן ַהשָּׁ ְנתְּ ִלי כָּ ֵמהַּ ֵאיְך ִהְמתַּ  ”,My darling“ …תָּ
cried the king finally, “I am so amazed! How 
did you do it? How did you wait for me all 
these years?”

She gazed at him silently and then spoke 
from the depth of her heart: ֶלְך ִאְלָמֵלא  ֲאדוִֹני ַהמֶּ
ַתְבּתָ כָּ ה שֶׁ ה ְמֻרבָּ ֻתבָּ  My master, the king… if“ ,כְּ
not for the ketubah you wrote and gave me, 
I would have lost hope long ago. Those who 
surrounded me tried to convince me to leave, 
to give up, that you were no longer in love 
with me… They taunted me and said I was 
no longer wanted here. But each time I took 
out our ketubah, I just knew that you would 
return.”

The Medrash (Eichah Rabbah, 3:7) 
continues:

ָבר ּדוֶֹמה? ל ְלָמה ַהדָּ ָמשָׁ

What is this parable about?
With broken hearts and indescribably 

suffering, we have borne the degradation 
and humiliation of the nations of the world 
harassing us, mocking our faith:
ֵאינוֹ  עוֹד  ם,  ִמכֶּ ִכיָנתוֹ  שְׁ ק  ְוִסלֵּ ם  ִמכֶּ ָניו  פָּ יר  ִהְסתִּ ֱאלֹקיֶכם 

חוֵֹזר ֲעֵליֶכם,

“Your God has hidden His Face from you 
and has removed His Presence from you; He 
is never going to return to you.” 

…And yet, ה ֻאלָּ יָּבוֹא ֵקץ ַהגְּ שֶׁ ְלָמָחר כְּ
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Tomorrow, when the end of the exile has 
come,

ם  ִמכֶּ ֵמהַּ  ֲאִני תָּ ַני!  בָּ ָרֵאל,  ְלִישְׂ רּוְך הּוא  דוֹׁש בָּ ָלֶהם ַהקָּ אוֵֹמר 

ִנים! ל אוָֹתן ַהשָּׁ ם ִלי כָּ ְנתֶּ ֵהיַאְך ִהְמתַּ

HaKadosh Baruch Hu will reveal Himself 
and say to us, “My children! I am so amazed 
by you! How in the world have you stayed by 
me, waiting all these years, these millenia?”

נַָּתתָּ  ּתוָֹרְתָך שֶׁ ִאּלּוֵלי  עוָֹלם  ל  שֶׁ ִרּבוֹנוֹ  ְלָפָניו,  אוְֹמִרים  ְוֵהן 

ָלנּו…

לוֹ,  אוִֹחיל  ן  כֵּ ַעל  ְבָעְנִיי.  י  ָאַבְדתִּ ָאז  ָעי  ֲעשֻׁ שַׁ תוָֹרְתָך  לּוֵלי 

מוֹ… ּוְמַיֲחִדים שְׁ

We will say to our beloved King from the 
depths of our heart, “Master of the world, if 
it were not for your Torah! ‘If Your teaching 
were not my delight, I would have perished 
in my affliction’ (Tehillim 119:92). Therefore 
we always had hope and we always unified 
Your Name.”

While we attune ourselves to the painful 
reality of exile during these days of Bein haM-
eitzarim, let us hold on tight to our kesubah, 
and strengthen our faith that Hashem, our 
loving King remains committed to us, and 
we to Him. May we return to each other, and 
reveal our never-ending embrace, our eter-
nal yichud — bimheira, soon and in our days.

ַעְזֵבנּו ְלאֶֹרְך ָיִמים׃ ֵחנּו תַּֽ כָּ שְׁ ה ָלֶנַצח תִּ ָלמָּ

Why have You forgotten us utterly,
Forsaken us for all time?

ֶקֶדם׃ ׁש ָיֵמינּו כְּ יֵבנּו ה׳ אליך ְוָנׁשּוָבה ַחדֵּ ֲהשִׁ

Take us back to You Hashem…
And let us return; renew our days as of old! 

(Eicha, 5:20-21) 
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 ONE OF A KIND OPPORTUNITIES

GET FIT WHILE YOU SIT:  
Exercise for ladies  

Join us on Sundays 12:45-1:30pm 
at the OU Israel Center

Sura Faecher 0504153239
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WITH RABBI AUBREY HERSH

'History For The Curious'

•  JEWS WHO SERVED
   IN HITLER'S ARMY

•  HOLOCAUST 
DENIERS: 
HOW, WHY AND WHO?

•  DECEIVING THE NAZIS

•  COLLABORATORS, 
INFORMANTS AND 
OPPONENTS

WWW.JLE.ORG.UK/PODCAST
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WWII Created 
Moral Quandries

Jews joined the Wehrmacht - even the SS - 
to save their lives and that of their families...

Trading with the Nazis was a questionable 
activity, but not for some…

January 1945: the Germans mined the 
entire city of Krakow with explosives. 
But when two Jews risked their lives, the 
Soviets were able to liberate Auschwitz…

What happened when a prominent Nazi had 
a change of heart?

Other series include:

CONTROVERSIAL PRAYERS

THE SECRETS OF THE GENIZA

ORIGINS OF CHASSIDUS

RAMCHAL:  THE PROVOCATIVE GENIUS

NOW STREAMING ON  -  
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Is There a 
Mitzvah to 
Eat Shemitah 
Produce?

The halachot of shemitah can be divided 
into three categories. The first category 
relates to the Land, including planting and 
cultivation. The second is “shemitat kes-
afim,” the monetary laws of shemitah by 
which all loans are abrogated at the end 
of the shemitah year. The third category 
relates to the produce of shemitah, includ-
ing its proper handling and the mitzvah to 
relinquish ownership of it. 

Before discussing other aspects of this 
third category, we must address whether 
there is a mitzvah or perhaps even an obli-
gation to eat shemitah produce.

The Basis 
Produce that grows during the shemi-

tah year on Jewish-owned Land in Eretz 
Yisrael acquires the holiness of shemitah, 
“kedushat shevi’it”. It is a positive mitzvah, 
according to all opinions, to relinquish 

ownership over such produce (see Mish-
pitei Eretz 10:1), allowing anyone to enter 
one’s field and freely share the harvest. 
Early authorities debate whether there is 
a positive mitzvah to actually eat produce 
that has kedushat shevi’it. The verse itself 
regarding shemitah produce mentions con-
sumption explicitly (Vayikra 25:6):

ָך֣ ְוַלֲאָמֶתָ֑ך  ֨ת ָהָאֶ֤רץ ָלֶכם֙ ְלאְׇכָל֔ה ְלָך֖ ּוְלַעְבדְּ בַּ ְוָ֠הְיָת֠ה שַׁ
ְך׃ ִר֖ים ִעמָּֽ ְ֣בָך֔ ַהגָּ יְרָך֙ ּוְלתוֹשָׁ כִֽ ְוִלשְׂ

But you may eat whatever the Land 
during its sabbath will produce—you, 
your male and female slaves, the hired and 
bound laborers who live with you,   

Our Sages derive at least ten laws from 
this single verse (see Mevo Le’shevi’it 4:1). 
Among those laws is the prohibition to use 
shemitah produce as a financial instru-
ment and the prohibition to give shemitah 
produce to non-Jews for eating. While the 
Sages make no direct mention of the actual 
consumption, the fact that the Torah uses 
the language of “You may eat” must be 
noted when considering whether there is 

OU KASHRUT
PAGE BY RABBI EZRA FRIEDMAN

Director, The Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center 
for Kashrut Education
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A SHORT VORT BY RABBI CHANOCH YERES
Rav, Beit Knesset Beit Yisrael, Yemin Moshe

When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731
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The OU Israel Gustave & Carol Jacobs Center for Kashrut Education was created to raise awareness 
and educate the public in all areas of Kashrut in Israel. Rabbi Ezra Friedman, a Rabbinic Field 
Representative for the OU is the Center's director.

such a mitzvah. 
Ramban’s Position
In Rambam’s Sefer HaMitzvot (Rambam’s 

list of positive and negative mitzvot com-
manded for all generations of Am Yisrael), 
he does not list a commandment to eat 
shemitah produce. Ramban (Shechichat Asin 
3), in his critical notes on Rambam’s Sefer 
Hamitzvot, mentions that there are numer-
ous Biblical laws derived from the verse in 
Vayikra as we previously mentioned. Ram-
ban adds that the Sages learned these laws 
from the language of the verse i.e. “eating”.

Is it a mitzvah?
Later authorities debate if Ramban meant 

that there is a positive commandment 
to consume shemitah produce. Tashbe”tz 
(Zohar Ha’rakia 67) and others understand 
that Ramban rules that there is a positive 
mitzvah to eat produce with kedushat she-
vi’it, just as there is an obligatory mitzvah 
to eat in the sukkah on Sukkot and to eat 
matzah on Pesach night. 

Chazon Ish (Shevi’it 14:10) and Seridei Eish 

(Responsa 2:90) disagree, insisting that it is 
clear from Ramban that there is no com-
mandment to consume shemitah produce.  
They claim that Ramban meant to explain 
that from the wording of the verse we learn 
all other laws of shemitah produce and their 
consequences. Chazon Ish further explains 
that when one handles shemitah produce 
improperly, not only does he transgress 
the prohibition of dishonoring it; he is also 
transgressing the positive commandment to 
make shemitah produce available for eating. 
However, there is no actual positive mitzvah 
to harvest or purchase shemitah produce 
when available.

In the coming weeks we will discuss other 
opinions on this question, as well as practi-
cal applications regarding the consumption 
of shemitah produce. 

 Kashrut Questions in Israel? 
Call or Whatsapp Rabbi Friedman at 

050-200-4432
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  LaBriut Health Center in RBS 02-970-1100

We buy your Gold & Silver
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This Shabbat we bless the month 
ahead of Chodesh Menachem Av. 
During these days of the months of 

Tamuz and Av, we are meant to focus our 
attention on both the absence of the Beit 
HaMikdash, the root cause of its destruc-
tion, the longing for its being rebuilt, and the 
work we must engage in to repair the world 
and bring that reconstruction to fruition.

There is a challenging passage in the 
Gemara in Masechet Taanit(29a), which 
describes the scene of Churban Bayit Rishon.
יּתוֹת  יּתוֹת כִּ צּו כִּ ִראׁשוָֹנה, ִנְתַקבְּ ִית בָּ ָחַרב ַהבַּ ַנן: ִמשֶּׁ נּו ַרבָּ תָּ

ַהֵהיָכל,  ְלַגג  ְוָעלּו  ָיָדן,  בְּ ַהֵהיָכל  חוֹת  ּוַמְפתְּ הּונָּה  כְּ ְרֵחי  פִּ ל  שֶׁ

ִרין  ְזבָּ ל עוָֹלם! הוִֹאיל ְוָלא ָזִכינּו ִלְהיוֹת גִּ ְוָאְמרּו ְלָפָניו: ִרּבוֹנוֹ שֶׁ

י ַמְעָלה.  ַלפֵּ חוֹת ְמסּורוֹת ָלְך. ּוְזָרקּום כְּ ֶנֱאָמִנים — ִיְהיּו ַמְפתְּ

ָלַתן ֵמֶהם. ְוֵהם ָקְפצּו ְוָנְפלּו ְלתוְֹך  ת ָיד ְוִקיבְּ יסַּ ֵעין פִּ ְוָיְצָתה כְּ

ָהאּור.

The Sages taught: When the Temple was 
destroyed for the first time, many groups of 
young priests gathered together with the Tem-
ple keys in their hands. And they ascended 
to the roof of the Sanctuary and said before 
Hashem: Master of the Universe, since we 
did not merit to be faithful treasurers, and 
the Temple is being destroyed, let the Temple 
keys be handed to You. And they threw them 
upward, and the image of a hand emerged 
and received the keys from them. And the 

young priests jumped from the roof and fell 
into the fire of the burning Temple.

How are we to understand this diffi-
cult teaching? What does it mean that 
the young Kohanim held the keys to the 
Beit HaMikdash in their hands? What is 
the significance of the proverbial Hand of 
Hashem taking the keys back from them? 
Why does the passage end with the tragedy 
of these young Kohanim plunging into the 
flames below? Simply stated, how are we to 
unpack this Talmudic teaching to uncover 
the take home messages we are meant to 
glean from it?

Rabbi Moshe Wolfson, shlita, wrote in 
addition to the tragedies that have befallen 
Am Yisrael during these three weeks, that 
there are actually two great events which 
are said to occur during these days. Rav 
Wolfson suggests that it is on the 17th of 
Tamuz, when Boaz marries Rut, hence set-
ting into motion the birth of David Hamelech, 
from whom Mashiach will be descended. So 
too, our tradition teaches us that Mashiach 
will be born on Tisha B’Av. Rav Wolfson, 
suggests therefore, that these three weeks 
are in their essence days of great joy and 
anticipation. However those great lights of 
hope, have been covered over and clouded 

BY RABBI SAM SHOR
Program Director, OU Israel Center

SIMCHAT SHMUEL 

Shabbat afternoon shiur with  
Rabbi Chanoch Yeres - 5:30pm  

in the back garden of the 
OU Israel Center

Knitting Club at the OU Israel CenterKnitting Club at the OU Israel Center  
every other Thursday beginning  
July 21, 1:30-3:00pm  
Call 052-734-6354 for details
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www.labriuthealth.com

LaBriut Specialty Health Center, located in Ramat Beit Shemesh, is recruiting additional 
medical specialists to provide the residents of this rapidly growing community and all of 
central Israel with the very best medical care available.
Medical providers are invited to use our beautiful and professional office for consulting with 
private patients and/or kupot cholim patients during single sessions, or on a part-time to 
full-time basis. We provide secretarial services and scheduling, in the environs of an American 
style high end medical practice. We know what good health care is and we deliver.

Our greatest need is for the following medical specialists but all medical 
specialists are welcome to be part of our Labriut family.

 Allergist
 Endocrinologist
 Pulmonologist (adult and pediatric)
 Otolaryngologist (adult)
 Dermatologist 

 Urologist
 Psychiatrist (adult and pediatric)
 Neuropsychologist
Obstetrician/Gynecologist

For more information, email us at labriuthealthcenter@gmail.com or call Rivka at 02-970-1100
To see our other providers visit our website at, www.labriuthealth.com

by the darkness and tragedies which have 
subsequently come to be associated with 
these days. The work of these three weeks 
is to strive to uncover those great lights.

With Rav Wolfson’s insight, perhaps we 
can now revisit and begin to understand 
our troubling talmudic passage as well. 
The young Kohanim represent the future of 
Am Yisrael. Indeed the keys to our future, 
the keys to a better and brighter tomorrow, 
remain in our hands. The work of these 
three weeks is the work of repairing the 
world, one kind deed, one friendship, one 
mitzvah, one tefila at a time. The keys to 
revealing those great lights are indeed in 
our hands and within our reach.

Yehi Ratzon, may we be blessed to use 
these days wisely, to do much good, to reveal 
those great lights, and bring about that 
brighter tomorrow. 
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GEULAS YISRAEL
BY RABBI MOSHE TARAGIN
Ram, Yeshivat Har Etzion

The Ghosts of 
Menashe

Things weren’t evolving according to the 
original plan. After weathering thirty-eight 
long years in the desert, we finally arrived at 
the doorstep of the Land of milk and honey. 
Expecting to be warmly greeted and courte-
ously escorted into our Homeland, we were 
in for a shock. One nation after another 
denied us passage home, forcing us to cir-
cumvent the east flank of Israel in search of 
a point of entry. Several armies confronted 
the Jews on the battlefield, further dispiriting 
the tired voyagers.

Shockingly, history repeated itself. The 
revolting egel scenes reappeared at Pe’or, 
as a pagan carnival of sexual orgies raged 
throughout the Jewish camp. Twenty-four 
thousand lives were lost during this pointless 
disaster. The egel party had afflicted a young 
and frightened nation, but this debauchery 
was infecting a more mature people from 
whom greater loyalty was expected. To make 
matters worse, this nightmare was unfolding 
right on the threshold of Hashem’s Land, and 
not in some barren and nameless desert. 
Things were, clearly, not going according to 
plan. 

Amidst all this mess, two and half tribes 
approach Moshe, snubbing the Promised 
Land. The recently captured East bank of 

the Jordan river was too fertile and the pas-
ture lands were too verdant. After forty years 
of nomadic wandering, they just wanted to 
quietly settle down and raise their livestock. 
The Land of Israel and the struggle of Jewish 
history was too demanding for them. 

Still recalling the trauma of the meraglim 
thirty eight years earlier, Moshe is irate. The 
meraglim disgrace had sabotaged Jewish his-
tory and Moshe imagined that this current 
“unholy request” would be just as subversive. 

Ultimately, Moshe had no choice but to 
accede to this inauspicious request. He care-
fully structures an agreement by which these 
outliers will first battle for the Land alongside 
the rest of the nation, and only afterwards, 
return to their homesteads on the East Bank. 
At least the moral crisis was averted: the 
specter that some will fight, and others will 
luxuriate on the sidelines, is a moral outrage. 

Beyond solving a moral atrocity, Moshe is 
left wondering how this appeal will affect the 
rest of the nation. Will they ever be excited 
to enter this Land? Who or what will sum-
mon the necessary passion and sacrifice for 
a divine Land which can only be secured 
through superhuman effort? 

Stunningly, the solution comes from the 
very same faction which caused the crisis 
to begin with. Five daughters of Menashe 
approach Moshe, demanding their deceased 
father’s share in Israel. As their father 
Tzelaphchad bore no sons, these five daugh-
ters feared being denied their family’s 
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inheritance in Israel. The prospect of being 
deprived of Land in Israel is unthinkable. 

These five daughters are classic outsiders. 
Decades earlier, their criminal father had 
passed ignominiously. According to some he 
was the “mekoshesh” who publicly violated 
Shabbat and was executed. According to oth-
ers, he was a member of the ma’apilim, who 
charged into Israel against divine instructions 
and were summarily annihilated. It must 
not have been pleasant for these women to 
acknowledge their father’s past, but their 
desire for the Land of Israel was too pow-
erful. Additionally, in that period of history, 
women were not, typically, involved in legal 
negotiations. It must have been awkward 
for them to approach Moshe and Sanhedrin 
and lodge their petition, but their passion for 
Israel blazed too deeply. 

This was all uncharted territory. There was 
absolutely no precedent for women receiv-
ing parcels of Land in Israel. It would have 
been more convenient and far less com-
plicated for these five women to join their 
fellow Menashe citizens, and disappear into 
the East bank of the Jordan. Land there was 
more plentiful and not as tightly regulated 
as it was in Israel proper. Yet, against all 
odds, but with unquenchable passion they 
crusaded for their portion in the Land of 
Hashem.  

Five lone courageous women altered the 
course of Jewish history, by rebooting public 
excitement for the Land of israel. Witnessing 
their devotion to Israel, we were ready, once 
again to return home. The same tribe which 
had caused the crisis, solved the crisis. 

Assimilationists and Zionists
3000 years later, as we were once again 

perched on the doorstep of Israel, history 
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would repeat itself. The 19th century offered 
appealing new options for European Jewry. 
The Enlightenment removed the discrimina-
tory policies and legal restrictions, which had 
prevented Jews from joining European soci-
ety. Responding to these new opportunities, 
many European Jews asserted a doctrine of 
assimilation: we were no longer a separate 
nation, divided from our surrounding hosts 
by distinct national identity, customs and 
culture. Jews should integrate into the host 
nation just like any other religious minority, 
but not as a separate nation. Much of this sec-
ular agenda was directed against traditional 
Jews, whose “backward and fossilized hab-
its” bred hostility to Jews in general. These 
assimilationists found the cultural pasture-
lands of Europe too attractive, campaigning 
for integration into Europe, at the expense 
of our historic dream of returning to our 
Israel.  Who would defend Jewish national 
identity against this assimilationists program 
and who would propel European Jewry back 
home? 

Not surprisingly, the solution, once again 
came from the very same group which 
threatened our return home. Herzl and 
secular Zionism announced that we are a 
separate nation with a distinct culture and 
a historic Homeland far away from the 
boulevards and promenades of Europe. 
Needless to say, the assimilationists weren’t 
enthused by these claims which they viewed 
as “sheer folly, a dangerous craze,”. As an 
assimilationist scolded Herzl: “Hungarian 

Jews neither wanted to be, nor could be any-
thing but Hungarians.” Or as a Hungarian 
assimilationist declared: “Every endeavor of 
Hungarian Jewry is diametrically opposed to 
the trends of Zionism. It [Hungarian Jewry] 
does not dream of a Jewish kingdom but 
wants to merge with Magyardom [Hun-
gary] while maintaining intact its ancestral 
religion.” Undeterred by the integrationists, 
Herzl sparked our imagination and steered 
us back home. 

Once again, factions of Jews refused the 
divine offer of return. Once again, we were 
shrinking at the prospect of inhabiting 
the Land of God. Admittedly, the concept 
of living before G-d is overwhelming and 
causes us to flinch. Once again, though, the 
energy for our national return emerged 
from within the very community which 
was. From within Secular Zionists arose to 
defend our national spirit and champion 
our return. The daughters of Menashe reap-
peared in 19th century Europe to defend 
our Land and our spirit. 

Whenever Jews flinch in the face of a 
divine invitation, the daughters of Menashe 
are there to defend the great love between 
people and Land. 

The ghosts of these brave women always 
walk us home. 
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FROM THE VIRTUAL DESK OF THE

OU VEBBE REBBE
RAV DANIEL MANN

yahrtzeit commemorator has high Kaddish 
priority (similar to an avel in shloshim – see 
Rama ibid.).  

Missing reciting Kaddish on your mil’s 
yahrtzeit is not particularly damaging. First, 
a son-in-law cannot provide the greatest 
gain, as above. In fact, according to many 
(see Piskei Teshuvot 132:30), a grandson, 
who is a descendant, is a better option when 
feasible. This is not to belittle your yearly con-
tribution. Anyone who says Kaddish with a 
deceased in mind (or even for all departed 
Jews – Rama ibid.) has a positive impact. You 
have the advantages of being obligated to 
show respect to a mil and that feeling close 
to the deceased enhances its impact (Divrei 
Sofrim 376:83,87). However, we see no rea-
son your mil’s soul should suffer if you are 
replaced this year by another relative, a 
friend, or a recipient of her chesed. Add to 
this that other matters are largely presumed 
to help the departed soul more than saying 
Kaddish. These include being chazan, doing 
extra mitzvot, and learning l’iluy nishmat the 
deceased (see Divrei Sofrim 376:99).

How problematic is it to say Kaddish in 
the twelfth month? A mourner’s recitation 
of Kaddish for twelve months helps the 
deceased during his time in gehinom, which 
can be up to twelve months. Saying Kaddish 
for twelve months disgraces the parent, 
implying the expectation they need the max-
imum time (Rama ibid.). The Kaddish does 
not otherwise hurt their soul; the problem 

Reconciling 
Conflicting 
Kaddish 
Considerations

Question: Every year, I am the one who 
says Kaddish for my mother-in-law (=mil) on 
her yahrtzeit. This year it falls out during the 
twelfth month of aveilut for my father, when 
one should not say Kaddish. How should I 
reconcile the conflict?  

Answer: Before suggesting solutions, let us 
discuss the value of saying Kaddish on your 
mil’s yahrtzeit and refraining from Kaddish 
in the twelfth month of aveilut.

While the yahrtzeit is considered a poten-
tially difficult day for the deceased and/
or his children (Mahari Mintz 9), the focus 
in saying Kaddish is to improve the state of 
the deceased’s soul (Avodat Hagershuni 62). 
Causing others to sanctify Hashem’s Name is 
a powerful merit, which helps the deceased. 
When it is done by the deceased’s son, the 
idea is that the son’s continuing good deeds 
are a credit to those who brought him into 
the world (see story of R. Akiva, Kalla Rabbati 
2:9; Binyamin Zev 201). For this reason, a son 
is singled out over other relatives (see Rama, 
Yoreh Deah 376:4). Because it is a once-a-
year opportunity (Divrei Sofrim 376:67), a 
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is the appearance. Therefore, if it does not 
look bad, e.g., both parents died within the 
year, so that the mourner needs to recite 
Kaddish for the second one during the first’s 
twelfth month, he can continue (Divrei Sof-
rim 376:108). On the other hand, we are quite 
particular about this, and it is not unlikely 
that the exception is only for a competing 
obligation to recite for the other parent, not 
a voluntary recitation for a mil. 

With the above in mind, we present, with 
short explanations, two good “compromises” 
to choose from. Both include getting some-
one else to do a full set of Kaddeishim, in 
addition to your wife/(others) doing the other 
elements properly. 

1. Say one Kaddish for your mil sometime 
during the yahrtzeit. When only one person 
used to say a given Kaddish, giving one Kad-
dish for the yahrtzeit was sufficient when he 
was “beaten out” by avel in shloshim (Rama 
ibid.). 

2. Arrange to be chazan at all or some of the 
day’s tefillot and say only the non-mourners’ 
Kaddeishim. A mourner in the twelfth month 
may be an occasional chazan (Shevet Halevi 
III:165), and by not saying Kaddish Yatom you 
are showing it is not to “save your father.” We 
mentioned above, that this is “better” for the 
deceased than to say Kaddeishim without 
being chazan.

These are “win-win” compromises (which 
mechutanim hopefully got used to during 
their lifetimes), which all should be happy 

 Having a dispute? 
For a Din Torah in English or 
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with. However, if special sensitivities cause 
your or your wife’s family to be upset by such 
arrangements, doing either a full Kaddish 
regimen or none at all is justifiable.  
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Editor, Torah TidbitsRABBI AARON
GOLDSCHEIDER

Bikush: 
Embrace the 
Struggle

Rabbi Joseph Soloveitchik once made a 
comparison between the personalities of 
Avraham and Moshe and asked: ‘Who was 
greater?’ 

Moshe is considered to have reached the 
most exalted spiritual level that one can 
possibly achieve. The Rambam’s principles 
of faith substantiates this claim: “I believe 
with complete faith…that Moshe was the 
father of all prophets - both those that pre-
cede him and those who followed him.” (Ani 
Maamin #7, which appears in Siddurim). 
(Ha’adam v’Olamo, p. 77)

And yet, the Rav directs our attention 
to a unique quality in which Avraham 
appears to have excelled beyond Moshe. 
Avraham struggled in his search for God. 
He was privy to no miracles. He discov-
ered God only after an arduous search and 
maintained his heroic faith while facing 
multiple adversities. Moshe’s experience 
was quite different. The Torah does not 
hint to any spiritual struggle nor a search 
for the Almighty. God simply appears to 
Moshe. God introduces Himself to him in 
an unprecedented act of revelation: “Moshe 
was shepherding the sheep of Yitro…He saw 

and beheld the bush was burning…”(She-
mot 3:1-2). (HaAdam v’Olamo, p.79)

The Rav suggested that the idea above 
helps to clarify the unique language 
employed at the start of the Amidah and 
helps to explain why only the names of the 
Avot are included in this paragraph. 

The phrase elokei Avraham does not sim-
ply mean that we are praying to the God of 
Avraham, rather it means something more 
profound - Avraham had ‘acquired God”. 
He sought Him out and found Him, and 
took possession of Him. Elokei Avraham 
means ‘Avraham’s God’. (Ibid., p. 77).

Avraham did not simply stumble on his 
acquisition of God. It was a search of many 
years and of extensive efforts - sleepless 
nights and courageous tenacity in the face 
of many detractors. Avraham was 75 years 
old when he first heard the word of God. 
This same kind of curiosity and steadfast 
pursuit of truth is expected of every Jew. 

“How did Avraham discover God? As a 
young lad, when he was a shepard, he used 
to spend the night in the fields. He could not 
sleep because he was restless. He could not 
understand the existence of the cosmos; the 
grandeur of the cosmic drama puzzled him. 
He particularly counted the stars. Indeed, 
Chaldea was the land where astronomy 
was born. They were the first to describe 
the skies and draw maps of the heavens. 
And Avraham discovered God with stars.” 
(Abraham’s Journey, pp. 39-40)
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The Rav cited the lyrical description of 
the Rambam, who emphasized Avraham’s 
search: “After this mighty one, eitan zeh, 
was weaned he began to explore and think, 
leshotet be-da’ato. Although he was a child, 
he began to think incessantly through-
out the day and night, wondering: How 
is it possible for the sphere to continue to 
revolve without anyone controlling it?...
His heart explored and gained understand-
ing…Avraham was forty years old when he 
became aware of his Creator” (Hilchot Avo-
dat Kochavim 1:3).

More than once does the Torah under-
score the paradigm and primacy of bikush 
in a Jew’s religious life: “For inquire now 
regarding the early days that precede 
you…” (Devarim 4:32) and the actual word, 
bikush, appears here: “U’vikashtem misham, 
From there you will seek Hashem, your 
God, and you will find Him, if you search for 
Him with all your heart and all your soul” 
(Devarim 4: 29). There is one condition that 
is stipulated in the verse so that the search 
is successful - it must be done “with all your 
heart and all your soul” (Ha’Adam v’Olamo., 
78).

Bikush in Learning
The inherent value of the search and 

struggle in a Jew’s religious life has a unique 
place in the domain of Torah learning. In 
the Soloveitchik tradition of study, one is 
never to be satisfied with merely repeating 
the teachings of others, even one’s teacher. 
One must assess and reassess every idea in 
one’s mind for themselves. This viewpoint 
was emphasized by a founding personal-
ity in the Soloveitchik family, Rabbi Chaim 
Volozhin. He writes that one must engage in 
a milchemet mitzvah (an obligatory battle) 
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even with one’s Rebbe (Ruach Chaim on 
Avot, 1:4). Rabbi Chaim Volozhin uniquely 
interprets the mishna in Avot: “Let your 
house be a meeting place for the Sages, sit 
(mitabek) in the dust if their feet…”. Rabbi 
Chaim suggested that mitabek is the same 
word used by the Torah in the context of 
Yaakov wrestling with the angel. It there-
fore means the same here: ‘Wrestle’ with 
the words of Sages. “We have permission”, 
he writes, ‘to struggle and argue with our 
teachers in pursuit of the truth…although, 
needless to say, this must be done with 
humility and respect” (Ibid.).

Rabbi Norman Lamm z”l, an eminent stu-
dent of the Rav, reminisced that this was a 
lesson which the students of Rabbi Solove-
itchik imbibed daily in his talmud shiur.  
A story Rabbi Lamm tells : “I was a young 
student at the time when we were learning 
Mesechet Moed Katan, perek ‘Elu Megal-
chin.’ Over a span of three intense classes 
the Rav had elucidated a complex Tosafot. 
He had meticulously resolved its many diffi-
culties. The next day, when the class began, 
the Rav turned to me and asked: ‘What is 
the explanation of the Tosafot?’ Naturally 
I answered, word for word, what the Rav 
had articulated a day earlier in class. Much 
to my surprise, suddenly, the Rav looked 
perturbed. He said: ‘That explanation I 
already know…I just said that the other day. 
I do not want you to tell me what I said. I 
want to know what you say. If you wish to 
stay in this class you must think for your-
self and not merely repeat what you have 
heard from others - you must consider and 
reconsider every idea in your own mind, 
for yourself.”(Halachot v’Halichot, Lamm, 
pp. 18-19). 
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Dr. Ethan Eisen, PhD
One of the most common 
questions that parents ask 
me is “how do I feel more 
connected to my child?” 

Particularly as their child advances into 
middle school and high school, many par-
ents feel that they are losing touch with 
their child.  This sentiment goes beyond 
the typical developmental changes that 
many children experience, as friendships 
gain greater importance in their lives, and 
family relationships may play a smaller 
role.  Parents often feel disengaged, and 
they struggle to figure out ways to recon-
nect with their children.    

Of course, there are strategies for hav-
ing more effective communication, which 
have been the focus of previous columns.  
Parents also can schedule family time and 
activities together without distractions 
from electronics. In addition to these valu-
able methods for fostering connection 
between parents and their child, parents 

OU ISRAEL
PARENTING COLUMN

are sometimes surprised that I suggest 
something a little different: playfulness. 

What is meant by playfulness? One popu-
lar explanation found in research literature 
is that “parental playfulness describes a 
parent’s ability to act in a spontaneous, 
amusing, flexible and creative manner in 
different parent–child situations.” Recent 
studies have found that when parents 
show a playful side, their children seem 
to see better results across several import-
ant areas of development and functioning, 
such as the child’s ability to regulate their 
own emotions, and a decline in anxiety.  

I also find that parental playfulness can 
be extremely effective in building a sense 
of connection with one’s child. If we con-
sider what goes into being playful, we can 
appreciate that many elements of playful-
ness promote improved understanding 
and connection between a parent and his 
child.  In order to be playful the parent has 
to be present—both physically and men-
tally.  Through being playful, the parent 
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is also sharing of himself, displaying to his 
child what he finds funny and amusing.  In a 
similar way, the parent must consider what 
the child finds entertaining, which helps the 
parent be mindful of his child’s interests 
and personality. In many instances, paren-
tal playfulness will lead to a child looking 
for opportunities to reciprocate and initiate 
playfulness with the parent.    

On a practical level, playfulness can look 
very different for each parent. Some chil-
dren may enjoy small pranks; other kids 
may like puns or wordplay; some children 
may get excited by spontaneous compe-
titions or games; others may appreciate 
general silliness.  According to many views, 
we employ this type of approach at the 
Pesach seder—many haggadot instruct the 
leader of the Seder to remove the Seder plate 
at the beginning of maggid, as if to say, “okay, 
we’re all done, time for bed!”  This playful-
ness, which precedes the “mah nishtanah,” 
is meant to engage the children to ask ques-
tions to their parents. A model of playfulness 
I have in mind is my wife’s Zeidy, who in his 
90s would engage toddlers with the end of 
his cane while he was seated on the couch.  
The short, spontaneous game of “catch the 
end of the cane” created a connection with 
his great-grandchildren.  

Playfulness can also help to facilitate 
difficult conversations. Sometimes tough 
discussions with your child are avoided 
because there is a certain emotional heavi-
ness that both you and your child find 

extremely uncomfortable. When used well, 
playfulness is not a way to escape from a dif-
ficult conversation or make light of a certain 
issue, rather it can be used strategically to 
take away some of the intensity or pressure.   

For many of us, the many roles and pres-
sures of day-to-day life detract from our 
being playful. Our minds are often focused 
on earning a living and affording ever-in-
creasing expenses. We try to guide our 
children to succeed in school and in their 
social lives; we may be involved in our 
community or have social responsibilities; 
we maintain our homes; and we also try to 
make time for our own needs and interests.  
But finding opportunities to be playful with 
our children, toddlers and teenagers alike, 
can help us feel more connected to our chil-
dren, and help them feel more connected to 
us. 
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why in life to keep moving and a partner 
in soul. Without that, this creature would 
have no meaning in its life. 

Moshe knew that Manasseh’s love for the 
Land of Israel through it lineage of Yosef 
Hatzaddik was stronger than the other 
tribes. By splitting it up on the two banks 
of the Jordan it created a love of yearn-
ing that was even stronger. A yearning to 
always return to its other half. This was the 
example that Moshe wanted the tribes of 
Gad and Reuven to always see. A constant 
yearning and love to return and connect to 
the Land, and not get lost past it’s borders. 
May we always strive for more and never 
lose our love for the Land of Israel.

Shabbat Shalom.

Azriella Sacks
Modi’in, 11th Grade

In this week’s parsha we 
learn that not all of the 12 

tribes stayed in Israel, as Reuven and 
Gad requested to settle east of the Jordan 
River. At first Moshe was upset by this 
since he wanted them to stay and fight 
in the upcoming wars. They eventually 
settled on an agreement that they would 
help fight but would settle outside of the 
Holy land. Moshe also decides to split the 
tribe of Menashe, half on one side of the 
Jordan border and half on the other. Moshe 
does this because he was afraid that once 
Reuven and Gad would be separated from 

Rabbi Yosef Ginsberg
Co-Regional Director, 
NCSY Israel
A Yearning for 
Unity

The Jews are ready to dive deep in their 
conquest of the Land of Israel but some-
thing comes up. The tribes of Reuven and 
Gad decide that it would be better for them 
to stay on the east bank of the Jordan river. 
They make the request with Moshe and 
it does not go to smoothly.  After a gruel-
ing and unconformable back and forth 
between Moshe and the tribes of Reuven 
and Gad, of course under the auspices 
of Hashem, Moshe finally agrees to their 
demands. But there is one exception, half 
of the tribe of Manasseh must join them. 
Why? We don’t see Manasseh expressing 
any interest do dwell there? And why only 
half?

The Midrash on Sefer Bereishit tells us 
the story of a massive fish called the Levi-
athan. Hashem created this enormous 
aquatic creature and alongside it he cre-
ated a spouse for it. But immediately after 
its creation, He removed the Leviathan’s 
spouse from this world. Why create a 
spouse for the Leviathan if it was always 
meant to be taken away? The answers lies 
in mission and yearning. By Hashem cre-
ating a spouse for this creature that it was 
connected to it gave it a reason to live and 
to love. A mission to return to its spouse. A 

TORAH 4 TEENS
BY TEENS NCSY ISRAEL
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everyone, over time they could attain a 
separate independent identity, which could 
then lead to a split in the nation. Because 
of this, he created a bridge, and as a result 
there was a constant flow of people. We 
learn from this how important unity is 
between Jews at all times. 

This parsha also talks about vows and the 
importance of upholding them. The Jewish 
people are about to enter the Land of Israel 
and build a society which was to be free 
and based on a covenant between them 
and Hashem. Hashem wanted His laws 
to be secured not by force but by the Jews 
honoring their moral commitments of the 
vows they would make to Him. 

Our words are very powerful and hold 
the ability to create and destroy. Hashem 
created the world with words and wants 
us to obey his laws willingly and by mak-
ing vows to uphold them. Words hold 
moral obligations and by respecting them 
we create trust and creating a free society 
depends on trust. So as the Jews are about 
to create their society Moshe reminds them 
about the importance of vows and keeping 
their word which means treating words as 
holy and being careful with them. 

We can learn from this to be careful with 
our words and respect the vows we make as 
trust is fundamental in our lives and with 
creating bonds, not just between our rela-
tionship with Hashem but with our friends 
and family and everyone around us. 

Shabbat Shalom!! 

NCSY Israel is the premier organization in Israel, 
dedicated to connect, inspire, empower teen 
olim to the Land of Israel by encouraging pas-
sionate Judaism through Torah and Tradition. 
Find out more at israel.ncsy.org
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Real Life Rescues 
Against All Odds

Just after 12:30 a.m. on Sunday morning, a man in his 
early 90s who was in his apartment on Zichron Sara Street 
in Rishon Lezion stopped responding to his family members 
and lost consciousness. Given the man’s severe medical 
background, his worried family members called emergency 
services for help. 

United Hatzalah volunteer EMT Moti Halabi was sleeping 
at home when he received the alert. He jumped on his 
motorcycle and raced to the address arriving as one of the 
first responders at the scene. Moti quickly grabbed his 
equipment, ran inside the building, and up to the apartment 
where he found the unconscious man. Moti together with 
other first responders attached a defibrillator and began CPR 
on the man in an attempt to save his life. 

Two other United Hatzalah volunteers, Dana Dicker and 
Aviya Yahav, were on their way back from a concert in Tel Aviv 
when they received the alert. They changed directions and 
drove over to the address given arriving a few moments after 
Moti. They joined the lifesaving efforts.   

Dana and Aviya arrived at the same time as the mobile 
intensive care unit. Together, the combined team performed 
CPR for nearly 10 minutes when they managed, surprisingly, 
to bring the man’s pulse back. His family members were 
overjoyed when they heard the news. As the team began 
to transport the man downstairs to the waiting ambulance, 
his pulse disappeared. Once more the team began CPR, this 
time in the lobby of the building. It took another 30 minutes 
to regain the man’s pulse and raise his blood pressure to 
a steady enough rate to attempt transport but the team 
persevered and succeeded. 

“It was the first CPR I participated in where we managed 
to bring back the person’s pulse,” explained Dana, who is still 
finishing her training process. “In the three months that I have 
been involved in this, I’ve never been part of a successful CPR 
until tonight. No one thought that it was going to happen, 
after all the man was in his 
90s and had a long medical 
background with multiple 
complications. While I don’t 
know what will happen 
down the road for this 
patient, I know that against 
all odds we gave him a 
fighting chance at life once 
more and brought hope to 
his family and that is exactly 
what we are here to do.” 

1221

Mazal Tov to 
Ben & D’vorah Gasner and family 

on the engagement of 2 grandsons

Mazal Tov to  
Richard & Brondie Levine and family 

on the Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter 
Avigayil

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday July 19 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored by 

Renee Becker in memory of
yahrtzeit is 25 Tammuz 25 - בנימין בן יהושוע צבי ז”ל

Tuesday July 19 - Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored by  
Carol Stone Applbaum 

Tuesday, July 12 - Shira Smiles shiur was sponsored by  
Estelle Harris in honor of the recent marriage of her grandson 

Azriel Harris to Nechama Shipiro of Petach Tikvah.  
Also Thanking Shira for her well researched, powerful,  

personal shiurim, with a smile and humor

Tuesday July 19th - Rabbi Silber’s special guest shiur is being 
sponsored by Caryn & Akiva Andrews for the merit of a complete 
refuah shleimah for Caryn’s brother - Hershel Michael ben Marsha

Rebbetzin Shira Smiles shiur is sponsored for the  
2022 academic year by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus  

in memory of their parents Rose & Dr. Emanuel Marcus 
רייזל בת יוסף מאיר ומרדכי בן משה מרקוס ז”ל

and Rosi & Ernest Strauss
לימוד בת אברהם ודניאל בן דוד שטראוס ז”ל 

Rabbi Goldin’s shiur is sponsored for the 2022 academic year  
by Dr. & Mrs. Menachem Marcus in memory of beloved aunts 

 Irma Haas a”h and Hilde Myer a”h

Rabbi Manning’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת ברנה בת בנדית ע”ה וזליג בן קלמן ז”ל

Rabbi Kimche’s shiur has been sponsored for the 2022 academic 
year לעילוי נשמת מרים בת אברהם ע”ה ושם טוב בן שלמה ז”ל

Rabbi Taub’s weekly Thursday Parshat HaShavua Shiur  
is sponsored by The Jewish Legacy Foundation

Rabbi Breitowitz’s Sunday shiur for the 2022 academic year  
has been sponsored in Loving Memory of  

Rachel bat Yehuda Aryeh & Hensha a”h

donated by Marion & Michael Silman
Ita Rochel 02-560-9125
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