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Perfect Peace
We are used to seeing Hashem act middah 

keneged middah, Hashem metes out justice 
measure for measure whether for reward or 
punishment. It is therefore perplexing and 
difficult to comprehend the reward given to 
Pinchas, a ‘brit shalom,’ for acting zealously. 
Wouldn’t we think that zealotry is the antith-
esis of shalom? How can it be the most fitting 
reward for what he did?

Rav Pincus, in Tiferet Shimshon, explains 
how the reward Pinchas received was indeed 
one of measure for measure. Had Hashem’s 
anger continued to rage against Am Yisrael 
for their travesty, the tribe of Shimon would 
have been in peril of total annihilation. This 
would put the entire nation of Israel in dan-
ger of breaking down since our wholeness is 
dependent on the presence of all twelve tribes 
serving Hashem as a unit. In acting for Hash-
em’s honor, Pinchas reconnected Hashem 
and His people, reigniting the love and 

reestablishing peace between them. Thus, we 
see how truly fitting it is that Pinchas received 
the gift of everlasting peace.

Rav Rivlin in Sefer Haparshiot highlights 
Pinchas’ love and concern as the genuine 
motivating force behind his act. Indeed, he 
saved thousands of people from dying by 
acting zealously. His reward indicated that 
his intentions were noble, not motivated by 
anger or negativity. Similarly, we are taught 
that Hashem chastises those who He loves. In 
a discussion on the churban Beit Hamikdash, 
Rav Tzvi Meir Silverberg creates an imaginary 
monologue of Hashem, kaviyachol, as He tells 
His beloved people to hold on to the image of 
the keruvim embracing each other, embed 
it in their minds as an everlasting memory 
of Hashem’s intense love. That although 
there inevitably will be pain and suffering, 
Holocausts, and Pogroms, always know that 
Hashem’s love is eternal and forever. Never 
does it convey the slightest quality of vindic-
tiveness or malice. 

In Meged Yosef, Rav Sorotzkin takes another 
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approach. He recalls the Ohr Hachayim 
Hakadosh’s comment regarding the destruc-
tion of an Ir Nidachat, a city that is filled 
with idol worship. The Torah promises that 
Hashem will grant mercy to those who wipe 
out such a city. It is important to remember, say 
the Ohr Hachayim, that our actions can create 
habitual behavior, causing us to repeat those 
actions that have become conditioned within 
us. Hence, Hashem promises the blessing of 
mercy to those who, although motivated by 
spiritual striving, did kill an entire city, to off-
set such an effect. Here, Rav Sorotzkin teaches, 
Pinchas was compensated with a gift of peace 
to prevent any further violence that may result 
in the aftermath of his zealous act.

Rav Dovid Hofstedter in Dorash Dovid, 
quotes the Siftei Kohen, who understands 
the concept of ‘shalom’ as the harmonious 
interrelationship between the elemental 
forces within a human being. It is when the 
primordial energies of fire, water, wind, and 
dirt work in tandem together to generate the 
ideal productivity of man. Pinchas acted with 
an inner sense of balance and sheleimut and 
knew which force to employ in that specific 
moment to preserve the harmony of Klal Yis-
rael. He was therefore rewarded with an outer 
gift of shalom. 

Let us make this our goal as well. Let us seek to 
blend the various elements within ourselves to 
live with a sense of inner peace and harmony. 
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ARNONA WITH GARDEN - Nice 3 rooms, modern 
building, private garden 76m, good shape, quiet, 
storageroom, parking, Exclusive, 2,700,000 NIS

KIRYAT SHMUEL WITH GARDEN - Harav Berlin St, 
4 rooms, 100m garden, beautifully renovated, quiet, 
exclusive, only 3,300,000 NIS

CLOSE TO BAKA -  Great Penthouse, 5,5 rooms, 
160m, Shabbat elevator, 60m balconies with view, 
large living room, master bedroom, good  shape,  
3 parking spots, storage, 6,200,000NIS

GERMAN COLONY, UNIQUE! In a great location, 
small house, 80m, private garden, 195m,  
with building rights up to 320m, quiet, charming, 
exclusive

UNIQUE HOUSE IN OLD KATAMON - Great location, 
Beautiful house on a plot of a dunam, great garden, 
Arabic style, quiet, 2 parking spots, rare!

SHIUR SPONSORS
Tuesday, July 12 - Rabbi Breitowitz’s shiur is sponsored by 

Shimshon Granek in memory of his mother 
י”ג תמוז yahrzeit on - שרה בת שמחה ע”ה 

Wednesday, July 13 - Rabbi Kimche’s shiur is sponsored 
  ,Josef ben Yehezkel z”l on his 8th Yahrzeit לעילוי נשמת 

17th Tammuz by Stefan (his son) & Rochelle Somogyi, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren


