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The G’mara in Makkot (24a-b) tells 
us something interesting about the 
final pasuk of this week’s haftarah

“Six hundred and thirteen mitzvot were 
given to Moshe…..Along came David and estab-
lished them upon eleven ethical requirements 
(see Tehillim: 15); ….along came Yishayahu 
and established them on six ethical require-
ments (see Sefer Yishayahu: 33; 15) …..along 
came Michah and established them on three 
ethical requirements: (Sefer Michah: 6; 8) 
…”Asot mishpat, v’ahavat chesed v’hatzne’ah 
lechet ‘im Elokecha”

The haftarah for parashat Balak is taken 
from the two final prakim of Sefer Michah 
(5&6), both being part of the final section of 
the book and share a common theme. This 
final section is one of comfort and consolation 
which foresees the defeat of Israel’s enemies 
and the arrival of the promised Mashiach. 
Our haftarah closes this section with the 
insistence that all of this, the victories over her 
foes, her return from exile and the arrival of 
the scion of David to rule over Israel, will be 
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brought solely by Hashem Himself – much 
as G-d had redeemed them many times in 
the past. It is in these psukim that Michah 
reminds the nation of how Hashem saved 
them from the plot of Balak and from the 
efforts of Bila’am to curse Israel – hence the 
connection to our parasha.

But the most well-known part of this selec-
tion is its final verse, that which is quoted 
in Masechet Makkot. Commenting on these 
three “ethical requirements”, HaRav Solove-
itchik focuses primarily on the final one 
in trying to understand the importance of 
“hatzne’ah lechet”, walking humbly with 
G-d. Certainly, the value of doing justice 
(“asot mishpat”) is a pillar of any moral soci-
ety – especially for the Jew. Indeed, Tanach is 
replete with the demand for justice, starting 
from the very beginning of our nationhood, 
as Hashem, explaining his choice of Avra-
ham by explaining that Avraham is one who 
would pass down to his descendants, “…
derech Hashem…”. G-d’s way, that is “la’asot 
tzdaka umishpat,” – doing charity and 
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JUSTICE” (Breishit 18;19). Likewise, the ethi-
cal requirement of “ahavat chesed”, is a very 
part of Hashem’s character that we are told 
to emulate. He is an “Oseh CHESED la’alafim” 
and the One who is “notzer CHESED l’alafim” 
(Shmot 20:6; 34:7).

Yet, the Rav wonders, why is “walking 
humbly” regarded as the third “ethical respon-
sibility”? How does this equal the importance 
of the other two requirements? In analyzing 
the human condition and the story of the Jew, 
the Rav comments (I paraphrase):

“Catharsis of religious life is the aware-
ness of long interludes during which Man 
finds himself an infinite distance from 
G-d. Even a prophet encounters moments 
of exile from the presence of the Almighty, 
(but) those periods of dark despair contain 
the cathartic element which cleanses and 
redeems religious life”. 

The Rav continues: “The breaking of the 
luchot is an experience that every commit-
ted individual must endure. On the life-long 
journey….one (will) find oneself bankrupt 
and forlorn. (And) Man must be cognizant 
of this tragic fact.”

In effect, the Rav sees the requirement 
of “walk humbly” as a constant realization 
that he can falter and fall, for he is not per-
fect. Only with the humble realization that 
will fall can he then have the strength to 
rise up again to overcome any future vicis-
situdes of life. 

Those who fail to “walk humbly”, who 
see life only as a string of successes, cannot 
survive when he finds himself an infinite 
distance from G-d. Walking humbly there-
fore, is, in the view of Rav Soloveitchik, the 
very requirement for one to survive as a 
committed and hopeful Jew. 
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more about patient self-control than phys-
ical might. It is found in the Talmudic trac-
tate Kiddushin 40a, where the tale is told 
about a certain Rabbi Zadok, who resists 
the attempts of a particularly powerful 
noblewoman to lead him astray. He exerts 
moral strength, and to him the Talmud ap-
plies the following biblical verse: "Bless the 
Lord, O His angels, mighty creatures who 
do His bidding, ever obedient to His bid-
ding. Bless the Lord, all His hosts, His ser-
vants who do His will." (Psalms 103:20-21)

Isaac's way recognizes the necessity for 
great patience and forbearance. If we 
adopt Isaac's way, we must be prepared 
for a lengthy process before our challeng-
es are resolved. In the words of Rabbi 
Abraham Isaac Kook, words which have 
been memorialized in a popular song, "An 
eternal people does not fear the long and 
arduous path."

Patience is necessary for those who fol-
low Isaac's way. But a wise woman taught 
us that patience is but another name for 
hope. That woman was Jane Austen, who 
put these words into the mouth of one of 
the characters in her great novel, Sense and 
Sensibility: "Know your own happiness. 
You want nothing but patience—or give it a 
more fascinating name: call it hope." 
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Rehavia-Talbieh on quiet Radak

May the Torah learned from this issue of TT 
be in loving memory and לע"נ our dear 
parents whose yahrtzeits are in Kislev

Doris Weinberger a"h
דבורה לאה בת יחזקאל שלמה ע"ה- ד' כסלו

Max Weinberger z”l
אלימלך בן דב ז"ל- כ"ז כסלו

Greatly missed by their children, 
grandchildren and great grandchildren

Rav Aryeh and Dvora Weinberger
Bernie and Leah Weinberger

Menachem and Hannah Katten

In observance of the Shloshim of our friend
Yehuda Leib Berren z"l

Rav Menachem Weinberg will give a shiur 
in his memory "Heroic Joy"

Monday evening, 23 November/ 8 Kislev 
7:30pm

Zoom Meeting: 853 8980 1519
Password: Yehuda


