In Parshat Balak, Bilam is hired by Balak
to curse the Jews. Bilam seeks God’s per-
mission, which he does not immediately
receive. Bilam, however, is persistent with
executing upon his desired request and
seeks ways to accomplish his goal.

There is one event in particular that stands
out due to its unique nature, or rather super-
natural component. A donkey miraculously
speaks to Bilam. This is something that is far
from ordinary, yet Bilam dismisses it as if it
was routine and unremarkable.

Most people experiencing a talking
donkey would likely be in shock at this
unnatural phenomenon and recognize
that it contains a message from God. How
is it that Bilam who himself was a prophet
ignored the significance of this extraordi-
nary miracle?

Rabbenu Bechaya explains that Bilam was
so fixated on his goal, his brazenness pre-
vented him from recognizing the obvious. If
one does not internalize what is before their
eyes, the event has no impact on their future.

Jonathan Rosenblum, bpm
050-595-5161

Pediatric and Geriatric Foot Care, Bunions,
Hammertoes, and Diabetic Wound Care

24  TORAH TIDBITS 1475 / BALAK 5782

RABBI SHALOM

Rav Kehilla, Nofei HaShemesh

m Senior Ra"M, Kerem B'Yavneh

Maggid Shiur, Daf Yomi, OU.org

In the Haggada we state wpa nn 1071 RY
TN 117 - “go out and learn what Lavan
desired to do...”. The Lubavitcher Rebbe
asks - why is it necessary to include the
word tzei, go out? It would have sufficed
to just state lemad, learn. What does the
word tzei add?

In the Haggada, the statement precedes
a section of quotes and interpretations of
pesukim from the Torah. The Lubavitcher
Rebbe explains that the word tzei is hinting
to us that we should have a certain attitude
when we learn Torah. At times, one hears a
halacha shiur or learns a new law and reacts
negatively, stating, what I do and have done
is correct. The new idea must be a “chumra”
(stringency). I can ignore it. However, we
must be honest with ourselves regarding
our avodat Hashem.

We all have preconceived notions of
what we think is correct and what we
think “should be” the halacha. Tzei ulemad,
whenever we learn something, we have to
go out of our comfort zone, leaving behind
our assumptions and preconceived notions,
and have an open heart and mind to seek
the truth.
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About twenty years ago, I gave a shiur on
the topic of tevilat keilim, the requirement
to immerse dishes made by a non-Jew in
a mikve. One of my students informed
me that the next day, all day, he was busy
immersing all of his family’s dishes, pots,
cutlery, and so forth into a mikve. Appar-
ently, he told his mother what we had
learned and his mother, who was unfamil-
iar with this halacha, contacted her Rabbi
to inquire as to whether this was an extra
stringency or an actual requirement. After
she was told it is in fact a halachic require-
ment, she immediately requested that all
of their utensils be immersed in a local
mikve, despite the hardship. She acted in
anoble fashion, allowing halacha to shape
her life and implementing a tzei ulemad
approach.

Bilam’s failure in part was due to his
stubbornness, which led him to ignore
the miraculous communication from God
before his eyes. May we be able to keep an
open mind and leave our comfort zone so
that we can always act in the correct man-
ner. This is true with respect to halachic
issues as well with respect to the way to
listen to and treat others. As we see from
Bilam’s behavior, stubbornness prevents
growth and can ultimately lead to failure. =

Personal home service - 30 years experience

We also buy silverware, gold & silver coins!
Please send me a picture to Whatsapp for free appraisals e

972-54-219-2428  Follows

mail: absaffran@gmail.com On Facebook

I pay cash! | will meet you where you want! Customer service!

Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!

FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200qm,
boutique 2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high
ceilings, modern & beautiful views, succah terraces
MAYA- 054-6650184

Private Villa on the exdusive Pinsker St., Talbieh-
520m built with huge gardens and roof terrace, can be also
divided as 3 or 4 apartments, private elevator, parking,
storage, all new! DEBORAH-054-4804767

For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique
280m apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top
standard, all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel,
pool, spa DEBORAH-054-4804767

Private small building in Baka, Shimshon St. 300m with
additional building rights, huge private garden, divided as
3 units so can be private house of 3 separated apartments
DEBORAH-054-4804767

On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project,
new280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout
according to buyer requests! DEBORAH-054-4804767

Ben Maimon St. Duplex newly apartment, 5 bedrooms,
4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, Shabbat elevator, all
renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! DEBORAH-054-4804767

In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden
apartment with private entrance, 250m with private garden,
parking, high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment
building

Charming renovated garden apartment on Ben
Maimon- 110m, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 100m private
gardens, private entrance, only 4.9M Shekels

MAYA- 054-6650184

Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony,
1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool,
additional building rights to add 2 more floors
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On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat
elevator, small MAYA - 054-6650184
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