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Leaving One’s 
Comfort Zone

In Parshat Balak, Bilam is hired by Balak 
to curse the Jews. Bilam seeks God’s per-
mission, which he does not immediately 
receive. Bilam, however, is persistent with 
executing upon his desired request and 
seeks ways to accomplish his goal.  

There is one event in particular that stands 
out due to its unique nature, or rather super-
natural component. A donkey miraculously 
speaks to Bilam. This is something that is far 
from ordinary, yet Bilam dismisses it as if it 
was routine and unremarkable.  

Most people experiencing a talking 
donkey would likely be in shock at this 
unnatural phenomenon and recognize 
that it contains a message from God. How 
is it that Bilam who himself was a prophet 
ignored the significance of this extraordi-
nary miracle?  

Rabbenu Bechaya explains that Bilam was 
so fixated on his goal, his brazenness pre-
vented him from recognizing the obvious. If 
one does not internalize what is before their 
eyes, the event has no impact on their future. 

In the Haggada we state צא ולמד מה בקש 
 go out and learn what Lavan“ – לבן הארמי
desired to do…”.  The Lubavitcher Rebbe 
asks - why is it necessary to include the 
word tzei, go out? It would have sufficed 
to just state lemad, learn. What does the 
word tzei add? 

In the Haggada, the statement precedes 
a section of quotes and interpretations of 
pesukim from the Torah. The Lubavitcher 
Rebbe explains that the word tzei is hinting 
to us that we should have a certain attitude 
when we learn Torah. At times, one hears a 
halacha shiur or learns a new law and reacts 
negatively, stating, what I do and have done 
is correct. The new idea must be a “chumra” 
(stringency). I can ignore it. However, we 
must be honest with ourselves regarding 
our avodat Hashem. 

We all have preconceived notions of 
what we think is correct and what we 
think “should be” the halacha. Tzei ulemad, 
whenever we learn something, we have to 
go out of our comfort zone, leaving behind 
our assumptions and preconceived notions, 
and have an open heart and mind to seek 
the truth. 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 
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About twenty years ago, I gave a shiur on 
the topic of tevilat keilim, the requirement 
to immerse dishes made by a non-Jew in 
a mikve. One of my students informed 
me that the next day, all day, he was busy 
immersing all of his family’s dishes, pots, 
cutlery, and so forth into a mikve. Appar-
ently, he told his mother what we had 
learned and his mother, who was unfamil-
iar with this halacha, contacted her Rabbi 
to inquire as to whether this was an extra 
stringency or an actual requirement. After 
she was told it is in fact a halachic require-
ment, she immediately requested that all 
of their utensils be immersed in a local 
mikve, despite the hardship. She acted in 
a noble fashion, allowing halacha to shape 
her life and implementing a tzei ulemad 
approach. 

Bilam’s failure in part was due to his 
stubbornness, which led him to ignore 
the miraculous communication from God 
before his eyes. May we be able to keep an 
open mind and leave our comfort zone so 
that we can always act in the correct man-
ner. This is true with respect to halachic 
issues as well with respect to the way to 
listen to and treat others. As we see from 
Bilam’s behavior, stubbornness prevents 
growth and can ultimately lead to failure. 
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Private small building in Baka, Shimshon St. 300m with 
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3 units so can be private house of 3 separated apartments 
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1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
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6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
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OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator
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