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Speak Softly 
and Carry a 
Big Stick

In Parshat Chukat we encounter the 
episode of Mei Meriva, where Moshe is pun-
ished for the way in which he dealt with 
the nation. The mefarshim argue as to what 
exactly was Moshe’s transgression. Rashi 
suggests that Moshe hit the rock although he 
was instructed to speak to the rock. The Ram-
bam zones in on Moshe’s unjustified anger 
at the people. המרים נא   The Ramban .שמעו 
notes Moshe’s words  נוציא לכם מים which may 
be understood to connote that Moshe and 
Aharon were performing magic to extract 
water from a stone. There are various other 
explanations as well (See Shalom Rav).  

Let’s focus on Rashi’s interpretation, 
which seems to be based on the simple read-
ing of the text. Moshe was instructed ודברתם 

לעיניהם הסלע   speak to the rock before“– אל 
their eyes” (Bamidbar 20:8). The Menachem 
Tzion posits that the crucial lesson that 
Hashem desired to have Moshe transmit to 
the people was the power of speech. As the 

Kuzari cites, the difference between man 
and animal is the ability to speak. Man is a 
medaber. What got the people of this gener-
ation in trouble in the midbar was primarily 
their speech. They complained endlessly 
about the lack of food and water, Korach’s 
accusations, the spies false testimony, to cite 
some examples. This was an opportunity to 
highlight to the nation that speech should 
not be taken lightly. Look what one can 
accomplish with proper speech. One can 
even obtain water from a rock. 

Rav Chanan Porat in Me’at Min Haor adds 
an interesting insight. This is a new genera-
tion, as the individuals who left Egypt died 
in the desert. The previous generation that 
experienced slavery, grew up in an environ-
ment where through physical force one is 
able to accomplish an objective.  The new 
generation that is about to enter the land 
of Israel (this is in the 39th year), needs to 
understand that through speech rather 
than force one can achieve desired results. 
This is an essential message to a group of 
individuals that are on the verge of found-
ing a country and building its infrastructure 
and culture.  

Perhaps that is why Moshe was asked to 
carry his stick (מטה) although he was not to 
use it.  As Theodore Roosevelt said: “Speak 
softly and carry a big stick; you will go far.”  
This was the message God desired to be 
transmitted to the nation and it got convo-
luted.  One can use physical might, but the 
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When Avraham addresses the people of Cheit, trying to acquire a burial spot for his wife, he says 
“Ger V’Toshav Anochi Eimachem” (23:4) “A Stranger and a Resident am I with you”
This seems to be a contradiction. If one is a stranger than he is not a resident, if he is a resident than he 

is no longer a stranger. What did Avraham mean?
The Magid of Dubno (Jacob ben Wolf Kranz 1741-1804) explains that Avraham watched how he spoke in 

this tense situation in order to, both, state his truth and be able to keep the peace -Shalom Bayit. Avraham 
said, on the one hand, “I am a Resident’ due to G-d’s promise to receive this Land and on the other hand, I still 
need your agreement to purchase a plot. In other words, Avraham implied “I am the resident” and you are the 
“strangers”, while they understood him as saying that “they” are the residents and Avraham is the stranger. 

The peace was kept, and Avraham remained true to his ideals.
Shabbat Shalom 

is reluctant to send Yishmael away and 
Yitzchak seeks reconciliation with Yish-
mael and seeks to bless Esav.

6th Aliya (25:1-11)  Avraham mar-
ries Keturah; they have 6 sons.  All 
that Avraham has goes to Yitzchak; 

these are sent eastward with gifts.  Avraham 
dies at age 175; he is buried by Yitzchak and 
Yishmael in Ma’arat Hamachpelah. Yitzchak 
is blessed by G-d: he lives in Beer L’chai Roi.

The transition from Avraham to 
Yitzchak is complete. While G-d has been 
a silent partner in this parsha, here He 
completes the generational transfer – He 
blesses Yitzchak.  The Jewish people will 
be Yitzchak and not Yishmael.  

7th Aliya (25:12-18) The genera-
tions of Yishmael are 
enumerated.  Yishmael dies. His 

descendants dwell from Egypt to Assyria.
Yishmael’s story is brief. He has numer-

ous and powerful offspring. The brevity 

is to emphasize that the Torah is not as 
interested in the history of power as in 
the history of the covenant of G-d with the 
Jewish people. And that will be told at great 
length. 

HAFTORAH CHAYEI SARAH 
1 KINGS 1: 1-31

The theme of this week’s haftorah 
echoes the theme in our parsha which men-
tions both the death of Sarah and Avraham.

King David was an older man and a 
woman was assigned to him to serve him 
and provide warmth.

Adoniyahu, one of King David’s sons, 
began to prepare for ascension to his 
father’s throne. This was despite the fact 
that King David expressed his wishes that 
his son Shlomo succeed him.

Adoniyahu convinces two very signif-
icant personalities - the High Priest and 
the commander of King David’s armies - to 

We are a young senior couple looking  
for a 1 bedroom furnished apartment in 

Jerusalem from December 2021-June 2022

0524419731



OU ISRAEL CENTER         23

preferred manner to accomplish a goal is 
through speech.   

The message of the power of speech may 
not have successfully been conveyed to that 
generation, but it should resonate to our 
generation as well. We should be careful 
with our speech, realizing how we can hurt 
and offend someone with it. Today, included 
in the definition of speech is not just the oral 
word, but the written word as well, espe-
cially with the proliferation of social media 
platforms. Speech can also have a positive 
impact and we should use it more often to 
express gratitude, appreciation or even just 
a quick hello to a spouse, child or friend.  

May we internalize this lesson from Mei 
Meriva and be careful with what “flows” 
from our mouths so that all of our com-
munication is conducted in a positive and 
constructive manner. 

FOR RENT- In Baka, unique new penthouse 200qm, 
boutique 2 family building, private elevator, 5 rooms, high 
ceilings, modern & beautiful views, succah terraces  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Private Villa on the exclusive Pinsker St., Talbieh- 
520m built with huge gardens and roof terrace, can be also 
divided as 3 or 4 apartments, private elevator, parking, 
storage, all new! DEBORAH-054-4804767
For Serious clients only! In the Orient Hotel, unique 
280m apartment on one level with large succah terrace, top 
standard, all furnished, 7 rooms, all facilities of the hotel, 
pool, spa DEBORAH-054-4804767
Private small building in Baka, Shimshon St. 300m with 
additional building rights, huge private garden, divided as 
3 units so can be private house of 3 separated apartments 
DEBORAH-054-4804767
On the exquisite Elcharizi St., Rechavia, new project, 
new280m penthouse, 100m terraces, finishes and layout 
according to buyer requests! DEBORAH-054-4804767
Ben Maimon St. Duplex newly apartment, 5 bedrooms, 
4 ensuite, 4 terraces, private parking, Shabbat elevator, all 
renovated, 3 exposures, very sunny!! DEBORAH-054-4804767
In a small lane of the German Colony, Garden 
apartment with private entrance, 250m with private garden, 
parking, high ceilings, in an Authentic beautiful 3 apartment 
building
Charming renovated garden apartment on Ben 
Maimon- 110m, 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 100m private 
gardens, private entrance, only 4.9M Shekels  
MAYA- 054-6650184
Authentic Mansion on a dead-end St., German Colony, 
1150m plot, 3 floors, shell already built, swimming pool, 
additional building rights to add 2 more floors  
DEBORAH- 054-4804767
On a small lane of Baka, beautiful 190m penthouse,  
6 rooms, 30m terrace to greenery views, parking, Shabbat 
elevator, small MAYA – 054-6650184

T&T INVESTMENTS

02-6744000 
0544-804767

King David St. 26
www.real-estate-jerusalem.co.il

LEADING BOUTIQUE
REAL ESTATE FIRM, JERUSALEM
OOnn  MMeennddeellee  SStt..  TTaallbbiieehh, lovely, 4 rooms
completely renovated, 3 baths, lobby,
elevator, first floor, full of light, 
Call Vered 054-5604928
IInn  KKiinngg  DDaavviidd''ss  CCrroowwnn  RReessiiddeennccee, from
private seller, 186m luxurious garden apt,
100m private garden, very high standard,
parking, storage
NNeeww  AAPPAARRTTMMEENNTTSS in new completed
building on small lane of Rehavia! 4 and 5
rooms, succah balconies, luxury entrance,
Shabbat elevator, private parking and
storage to each flat
UUNNIIQQUUEE  PPEENNTTHHOOUUSSEE  oonn  BBEENN  MMAAIIMMOONN  SSTT..
390m on 2 levels with private roof and 
100m terraces, parking, new building, 
Call Deborah 054-4804767
MMaaggnniiffiicceenntt  nneeww  VViillllaa in small lane of
SHAARE HESSED, 380m, 6 bedrooms, 
5 baths, playing area, beautiful succah
terrace, top end standard, fully equipped
kitchen, separate unit (Possibility to buy
together the adjacent house from same
owner. Call Deborah 054-4804767
OOnn  YYeehhoosshhuuaa  BBiinn  NNuunn  SStt..  GGrreeeekk  CCoolloonnyy,
in a small new building, 5-rm apt. 170m on
one level, 30m succah balcony, private
parking, high 3.1m ceilings only $1,500,000!
SSmmaallll  llaannee  ooff  GGeerrmmaann  CCoolloonnyy, in an
Authentic Arab style house, magnificent
150m apartment full of character, 4m high
ceilings, arches windows, succah balcony,
bright and quiet
NNEEWW  iinn  OOLLDD  KKAATTAAMMOONN in prime location,
in luxurious building, spectacular
penthouse of 210m on one level with 45m
terrace facing beautiful views, private
parking, Shabbat elevator

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

T&T Investments & Real Estate
02-6744000 • 054-4804767

Washington 2, cor. King David 26
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Most exquisite properties in Jerusalem!!


